Dear Parishioners,
I can’t quite believe we will celebrate Christmas this week – Advent has flown by and we are now at the threshold of the celebration
of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Please be assured of my prayers at this special time of celebration. Please find details of services below in this two week edition of
the newsletter.
Christmas Masses
At all Masses please follow the directions of the stewards who are there too make sure everyone is safe.
On Christmas Eve: Mass will be at 3pm and 5pm – These two Masses are now FULL. Please do not attend these Masses unless you
have a ticket and please arrive early in order than that Mass can start on time.
There will also be a 9pm Mass & Midnight Mass– these will be open to all and will not be ticketed, there will be an overspill in the
hall where the Mass will be streamed.
Christmas Day Masses will be at:
8:30am (Low Mass with no music), 10am, 11:30am – these will be open to all and will not be ticketed, there will be an overspill in
the hall at the 10am and 11:30am.
St Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) – Mass at 12 Noon and 6pm.
I remind parishioners that there is the Octave of Christmas, when we celebrate Christmas Day every day for a week. This might
help in your planning. Please see Mass times for the Octave elsewhere in the newsletter.
New Year’s Eve - I will be saying a Midnight Mass to pray especially for end to the pandemic and for blessing, grace, healing and
peace for all in 2021.
Singing in Church – as per the Government guidelines, congregational singing is not allowed in Church. So the Christmas Masses
will feel different and shorter than normal. There shall be choirs and cantor groups to lead the singing at some Masses but we are
kindly requested not to join in!
Carol Singing – On Wednesday 23rd afternoon at 4pm. I will lead some Christmas Carol Singing outside the church in the courtyard.
All are invited and all are welcome. It will be an opportunity to sing together keeping faithful to government guidelines on Carol
Singing. Please wrap up warm and keep your distance. Song sheets will be handed out for you to keep. We should only be singing
for around 30 mins.
Christmas Offering – As you know priests are not given a salary as such and we rely on your generosity in the Christmas and Easter
Collection, as this forms our main source of income. So I thank you in advance for your generous offerings. This year there will be
other ways to give, other than the offertory basket in cash. We have a contactless machine which will be available from Christmas
as an option in your church giving throughout the year.

Advent Confession and Reconciliation - This will take place on Monday 21st December at 7pm at West Grinstead. I will also hear
confessions after Daily Mass from Monday 21st to Wednesday 23rd December from 10:30am until the last penitent.
Do keep a look out for latest news or for any updates on our parish social media and on our parish website:
@catholichorsham (Twitter)
St John the Evangelist, Horsham (Facebook page)
Catholic Horsham (Instagram)
West Grinstead – It was announced last week at West Grinstead by Bishop Richard that from the New Year, West Grinstead will
be separated from Horsham Parish to join Billingshurst with Canon Tim Madeley becoming Parish Priest. This means I will no
longer be Parish Priest of West Grinstead but remain Parish Priest of Horsham alone. My last Mass at West Grinstead as Parish
Priest will be the celebration of the Epiphany. I leave the wonderful community in good hands and it has been an honour and
privilege to serve the historical shrine and parish.
With my prayers for a Blessed Advent and Christmas celebration.

OTHER NOTICES
Year of St Joseph – Pope Francis has declared a Year of St Joseph – this began on the Feast of The Immaculate Conception. I
encourage you to read “Patris Corde”(with a Father’s heart), the Holy Father’s Apostolic Letter on the man whom Heaven trusts.
It is available on the Vatican website.
Meaningful Christmas gifts – This difficult year has prompted us to think of living simply and also to reflect on appreciating
what we have and not to focus on what we want. There are many in the world who need our love and action. I commend to you
the initiative of giving meaningful Christmas gift through Aid to the Church in Need. Please visit: www.acnuk.org.
Examples of gifts are: Christmas parcels for displaced children, providing a hot meal to hungry families in the Lebanon, assisting
those persecuted for their Faith with trauma counselling.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –. There will be a break for the Christmas period and we shall re-commence on Tuesday
5th January.
Parish Office – The Parish Office will be open this coming week.
Parish Foodbank – The St John’s Share Shop – This will remain open each day when the church is open. Please continue to
donate food, toiletries and baby goods. There has been a significant take up of this in the past week, so please consider donating
more items. Please share this initiative with anyone you may know who might need some extra help.

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS
SIGN UP SHEETS are at the back of the church for all Christmas Masses for Welcomers, Stewards and Readers. If you can help
with any of these ministries please sign up.
PLEASE REMEMBER that as we must leave all the church doors open to let the air circulate you may want to wear warm clothes
when coming to Mass!
WINTER FUEL ALLOWANCE - Have you received your allowance yet? If not it should be coming soon. To some it will be a
welcome support to keep us warm this winter. For many of us receiving this it is something of a 'bonus' which is not, in truth,
essential to our need to survive winter. Many in our town and surrounding areas of Horsham will find it hard to keep their family
fed and warm this winter. As in past years Horsham Matters will accept donations to directly support such families. If you feel able
to donate all or part of your Fuel Allowance to help others please send your donation by cheque or bank transfer to Horsham
Matters Ltd at Micah House, Blatchford Rd. RH13 5QR or to account no.00021472 sort code 40.52.40 marking it 'Winter Fuel
donation'. Thank you in anticipation.
SVP - Dear parishioners your SVP Conference send greetings and all the joy of this holy season. We wish to thank you for your
continued support during what has been a difficult year for all. The Conference has been able to support our VIPs and several
families, thanks to your generosity. Happy Christmas to all.

HELPING THOSE AFFECTED BY TYPHOONS IN THE PHILIPPINES - In behalf of other volunteers, we are sending our big thanks
for everyone who contributed more for us to be able to help those who are in need of support after three typhoon battered the
country. We have received £205.00 in total for this appeal, thank you very much! We will start distribution of food packs from this
fund this coming week. Medicine and first-aid packs have been forwarded to our medical team. Please keep all those suffering from
the impact of these typhoons in your prayers.
CAR PARK DISC - If you have submitted your application Form for the car park your disc is awaiting collection from the Parish Office.
THE FAITH COMPANION PARISHIONER MAGAZINE is now online only. Digital copies and subscriptions are available at
www.thefaithcompanion.co.uk or call 01403 754808. We have now launched Catholic Gifts online selling The Faith Companion
candle, rosaries and a gift card for gifts or subscriptions. Please support and pray for our mission to support the Church.
JUSTICE & PEACE WEBINAR 2021 - How Should this Diocese Respond to the Food Poverty Crisis? The number of people
experiencing food insecurity has increased dramatically during the Covid 19 crisis, with families in our diocese under increasing
pressure. Join our free Justice & Peace Webinar to find out what parishes can do to help on Saturday 16th January 2021: 10 am to
12.30 pm. To book you free place and receive the Zoom link, contact Rosie Read, Social Action Secretary, at
rosie.read@abdiocese.org.uk.
CAFOD WORLD GIFTS - Each World Gift is a real example of CAFOD's work. When you choose a gift, you support the area of our
work that this gift represents.So, for example, when you buy chickens, you support our work with poor farmers in rural areas of
developing countries by contributing to our Livestock, Agriculture and Livelihoods fund. This gives us the flexibility to respond in
the best way possible to the individual needs of the different communities we work with all over the world. More details here:
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/World-Gifts/Christmas-World-GiftsChristmas charity gifts | CAFOD.
APPEAL FOR KNITTED SQUARES FOR BLANKETS FOR REFUGEES IN CAMPS ON THE GREEK ISLANDS. Karen Goldsmith
working with the charity www.cesrt.org (Chios Southern Seaboard Resources Team) has sent three shipments of blankets, tents
sleeping bags etc to the islands this year. The conditions in the camps are terrible. They are massively overcrowded and many of the
refugees are living in flimsy self-built shelters with no sanitation, water, heating and hopeless prevention facilities against Covid.
Can you knit some squares which will be sewn together to make an adult blanket? They will be a great comfort to the refugees who
receive them and are much needed. Instructions for Knitted Blanket: Use double knit wool. Each knitted square should be 6inches
x 6 inches. Start with 36 stitches per row for the first few rows to assess if your knit is tight / loose and adjust accordingly to end up
with a square that is 6inches x 6inches. When the squares are sewn together the finished blanket is 3ft 6ins x6 ft. comprised of 84
knitted squares: 7 squares to a row, 12 rows of squares. Please leave your knitted squares in the Paris Office to be collected. Thank
you very much. Karen will give a presentation to the parish on the work of the charity early next year.
DO YOU SPEAK ARABIC, FARSI, TIGRINYA OR KURDISH SORANI? VOLUNTEER INTERPRETERS NEEDED - If you do Gatwick
Detainees Welfare Group would welcome your help. We support asylum seekers and other migrants held in detention at Gatwick
Airport. At the moment one of the centres is holding men who have come across the Channel in small boats. They arrive traumatised
only to find they are then imprisoned. They feel desperate. We want to help them as best we can but many do not speak English.
They come from many different countries but at present in particular from Yemen, Iran and Iraq. If you would be able to help please
contact Josie: josie@gdwg.org.uk. We will need to take references, carry out an interview and DBS checks as we do with all of the
many volunteers who support our work. Thank you.

LIVE SIMPLY “Live simply so others may simply live”
Hang on to your crisp and biscuit packets over Christmas!
We plan to start collecting some single use plastics for recycling from January.
Specifically crisp packets and biscuit packets, including the wrappers from
multipacks.
Volunteers will be needed to help sort the plastics. Please let us know if you can
help by emailing livesimply@stjohnshorsham.com.
If you have any ideas to help us live more simply please email them to the Live
Simply team at livesimply@stjohnshorsham.com.
Living Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor.

HOLY MASS OPEN TO PARISHIONERS AND LIVE-STREAMED
Saturday 19th December in Greater Advent, ‘O Radix Jesse’
6:00 pm - Vigil - Pro Populo
Sunday 20th December – Fourth Sunday of Advent,
‘O Clavis David’
8:30 am - For the Wellbeing of Martin Comper & Family
10:00 am - Mary John RIP
11:30 am - Leonard Borres Snr RIP
1:30 pm - Polish Mass
2:30 pm - Malayalam Mass
5:00 pm - Italian Mass
Monday 21st December in Greater Advent, ‘O Oriens’
10:00 am - Sr. Clement RIP
Followed by Confessions
Tuesday 22nd December in Greater Advent,’O Rex Gentium’
10:00 am - Ron Berry RIP
Followed by Confessions
Wednesday 23rd December in Greater Advent,’O Emmanuel’
10:00 am - Betty Rickards RIP
Followed by Confessions
7:00 pm - Polish Mass
Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve
10:00 am - No Mass
3:00 pm - Morgan Lamberty RIP
5:00 pm - Eddie & Brenda Sullivan RIP
7:00 pm - Polish Mass
9:00 pm - Tona Lemus RIP & Rafael Bravo RIP
Midnight - Pro Populo
Friday 25th December – The Nativity of the Lord
8:30 am - Audrey Penman RIP
10:00 am - Patricia McCallion RIP
11:30 am - In Thanksgiving (Mollie Philip)

Saturday 26th December – The Feast of St Stephen
12:00 noon - Paulose Vithayathil RIP & Devassey Kallarakal RIP
6:00 pm - Vigil - Pro Populo
Sunday 27th December – Patronal Feast- St John the Evangelist
8:30 am - For Every Soul
10:00 am - Jack & Kitty Kavanagh RIP
11:30 am - Jessy Mathew RIP
1:30 pm - Polish Mass
5:00 pm - Italian Mass
Monday 28th December - Holy Innocents
12:00 noon - Leonardo Borres RIP
Tuesday 29th December - St Thomas Becket
12:00 noon - Cristy Doyle RIP
Wednesday 30th December - 6th Day in the Octave of Christmas
12:00 Noon - Elsa Jordan FM
7:00 pm - Polish Mass
Thursday 31st December – 7th Day in the Octave of Christmas
12 Midnight - Osier Pillay RIP
Friday 1st January – Mary, Mother of God
12:00noon - Intentions of our Altar Servers
Saturday 2nd January – SS Basil the Great & St Gregory Nazianzen
10:00am - Sean & Bride O’Callaghan RIP
6:00 pm - Vigil - In Thanksgiving (Helena & Dany)
Sunday 3rd January – Second Sunday of Christmas
8:30 am - Pro Populo
10:00 am - Deceased members of the McLoughlin Family
11:30 am - Merton Cowley RIP
1:30 pm - Polish Mass
5:00 pm - Italian Mass

£1,487.80

£139.50

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK INCLUDING
Desmond Smythe, Carolyn Whitefield, Frank Pentony, Sheila Budgen, Peter Meaghan, Brenda Farley, Jim McNeil,
Jean Henning, Sheila Pike, Manus McDermott, Laura Rawlinson (Walshe), Susan Threader, Enrique Salonga, Robin Sherfield,
Alice Hornung, Barbara O’ Hara, Grace Khushi, Yunas Khushi, Maureen Dunkley, Rahul Chako,
all those intentions posted on Parish Social Media & those with Dementia and their families.

WE PRAY FOR ALL HOLY SOULS.

4th Sunday of Advent - ‘O Clavis David’
20th December 2020

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain
done the Just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a
Saviour.
THE COLLECT
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made
known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
FIRST READING (Samuel 7: 1-5, 8-12, 14, 16)
Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him
rest from all the enemies surrounding him, the king said to the
prophet Nathan, `Look, I am living in a house of cedar while the ark
of God dwells in a tent.' Nathan said to the king, `Go and do all that
is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.' But that very night the
word of the Lord came to Nathan: `Go and tell my servant David,
"Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to
dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to
be leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all your
expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give
you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I will
provide a place for my people Israel; I will plant them there and
they shall dwell in that place and never be disturbed again; nor
shall the wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in the days
when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them rest
from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; the Lord will
make you a House. And when your days are ended and you are laid
to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your
body after you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a father
to him and he a son to me. Your House and your sovereignty will
always stand secure before me and your throne be established for
ever."'

SECOND READING (Romans 16: 25-27)
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according
to the Good News I preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ,
the revelation of a mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear
that it must be broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the
obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has predicted, and it is all
part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is wisdom;
give glory therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the handmaid of the Lord: Let what you have said
be done to me. Alleluia!
GOSPEL (Luke 1: 26-38)
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and
the virgin's name was Mary. He went in and said to her, `Rejoice, so
highly favoured! The Lord is with you.' She was deeply disturbed by these
words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel
said to her, `Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour. Listen!
You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will
give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of
Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.' Mary said to the angel, `But
how can this come about, since I am a virgin?' `The Holy Spirit will come
upon you' the angel answered 'and the power of the Most High will cover
you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son
of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age,
herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her
sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God. 'I am the handmaid of the
Lord,' said Mary `let what you have said be done to me.' And the angel
left her.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R: I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. R
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.” R
He will say to me; “You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.”
I will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure. R

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify these gifts laid upon your altar, just
as he filled with his power the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Through
Christ our Lord.
Amen
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called
Emmanuel.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having received this pledge of eternal redemption, we pray, almighty
God, that, as the feast day of our salvation draws ever nearer, so we may
press forward all the more eagerly to the worthy celebration of the
mystery of your Son’s Nativity. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen

Patronal Feast- St John the Evangelist
h

b

27th December 2020

FIRST READING (First Letter of St John 1:1-4)
Beloved: What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what
we have seen with our eyes, what we looked upon and touched
with our hands concerns the Word of life — for the life was made
visible; we have seen it and testify to it and proclaim to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was made visible to us—
what we have seen and heard we proclaim now to you, so that you
too may have fellowship with us; for our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing this so that
our joy may be complete.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (PS 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12)
R: Rejoice in the Lord, you just!
“The LORD is king;let the earth rejoice;
let the many isles be glad.
Clouds and darkness are around him,
justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne.” R
“The LORD is king;let the earth rejoice;
let the many isles be glad.
Clouds and darkness are around him,
justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne.” R
“Light dawns for the just;
and gladness, for the upright of heart.
Be glad in the LORD, you just,
and give thanks to his holy name.” R
GOSPEL OF THE MASS (Jn 20:1a and 2-8)
On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene ran and went to
Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told
them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we do not
know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went
out and came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple
ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down
and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon
Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the
burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other
disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and
he saw and believed.

Other Announcements
.
THERE WILL BE NO ADORATION
TILL TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND IS FOR CATHOLIC
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY (CRIB COLLECTION)
THE COLLECTION AT CHRISTMAS MASSES
IS FOR FR AARON
LIVE-STREAMING OF ALL MASSES
We are now back online – Thanks be to God!.
.

