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To Our 
Supporters
Virginia Beach Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) continues to grow 
and achieve great things through the 
support of you – our loyal donors, 
volunteers, staff and advocates. 

to ensure every child that comes through our 
program is placed in a safe, permanent home.

Lastly, I would like to thank our Board of Directors 
and office staff. Our Board is dedicated to using 
their time and standing to bring awareness of our 
organization and the needs of the children most in 
need to the public. And to our office staff, we thank 
you for being the heartbeat of this great organization.

It is an honor and privilege to serve as the President 
of the Board of Directors for Virginia Beach CASA. 
Through the hard work and kindness of many, the 
lives of child victims of abuse and neglect in our 
community continue to be 
impacted in a meaningful way. 

On behalf of the entire Virginia 
Beach CASA team, thank you.

Sincerely, 

Lloyd Petersen, President, 
Board of Directors, 
Virginia Beach CASA

Due to your profound generosity, we accomplished 
some incredible feats this year, including: 

2017 Pinwheels for Prevention Campaign

Your support of CASA’s 2017 Pinwheels for Prevention 
Campaign and Pinwheel Garden continues to 
have a direct, positive impact in the lives of our 
community’s most vulnerable children. By helping 
to paint Virginia Beach “blue and silver” during Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, together, we’ve shed even 
more light on putting words into action for child 
victims of abuse and neglect. The 2017 Pinwheel 
Campaign saw 10,000 pinwheels planted and hosted 
more than 300 people at the Pinwheel Palooza.

2017 Friends of CASA

As our organization continues to grow so too 
does our Ambassador group, Friends of CASA 
(FOC). Incepted in 2013, the group is comprised 
of dedicated, community-minded individuals 
working to promote the CASA mission and 
brand. Thank you to Blair Fine and Kara McCaa 
for carrying the torch this year and leading the 
team in exceeding our fundraising efforts. 

2017 CASA Advocates

Our dedicated CASA advocates are ordinary 
citizens doing extraordinary work. They can be 
found on the front line, working tirelessly and 
with little fanfare, to help those most in need. 
From visiting children and parents to making 
appearances in court and meetings, Virginia 
Beach CASA volunteers leave no stone unturned 

2017 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Teamwork Makes the Dream Work!
It takes a dedicated, high functioning team of individuals to 
ensure that Virginia Beach CASA continues to successfully 
strive toward the mission of safe permanent homes for 
our community’s most vulnerable children. CASA kudos to 
the staff of Virginia Beach CASA: (as pictured above)

Natalie Carducci, Program Assistant

Season Roberts, Executive Director

Debbie Dail, Advocate Manager

LaShonda Carson, Advocate Manager

Kristen Sweitzer, Advocate Manager
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About
CASA
Virginia Beach Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) 
recruits, trains and 
supports volunteers 
to advocate for child 
victims of abuse and 
neglect who are too 
young to speak for 
themselves during 
the complicated 
maze of legal 
proceedings.

CASA volunteers 
are members of the 
community who receive 
extensive education 
and training in order to 
advocate for abused and 
neglected children – who 
through no fault of their 
own – are thrust into 
Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court and often, 
into foster care. CASA 
volunteers advocate for 
these children to make 
sure they don’t get lost 
in an overburdened 
system. Their ultimate 
responsibility is to promote 
safe, permanent homes 
as quickly as possible. It 
is slow, painstaking, and 
incredibly challenging 
work, but one child at a 
time, CASA volunteers 
are making a difference 
in our community.



Friends of CASA

CASA Cabana

Friends of CASA (FOC) is our 
organization’s Ambassador Group. 
The goal of FOC is to raise funds and 
awareness for Virginia Beach CASA 
through educational, social and 
philanthropic events. 

Our annual fundraising event, CASA Cabana was held 
at the Hilton Virginia Beach Oceanfront on Friday, 
June 9, 2017. 

These events include the Pinwheels for Prevention 
Campaign, CASA Cocktail Connections, and the Letter 
Writing Campaign to name a few. FOC members are 
true champions for the work of CASA volunteers 
and the mission and ultimate goal of providing safe 
permanent homes for the children we serve. This 
year’s FOC leaders, Blair Fine and Kara McCaa, led the 
group to increase awareness and donations to CASA.  

FOC membership is open to anyone who 
is interested in supporting and promoting 
Virginia Beach CASA’s mission.  

Known as the “Premier Party at the 
Beach,” this event featured live music, 
both live and silent auctions, food, 
drinks and the opportunity to mingle 
amongst the biggest supporters 
of Virginia Beach CASA.   Chris 
Reckling of The Hampton Roads 
Show, WAVY TV 10 served as the 
event emcee and Kyle Hause as the 
Auctioneer.  The Ocean Lakes High 
School Theater group performed 
an excellent rendition of “It’s a 
Hard Knock Life,” and received a 

standing ovation.  This event was 
presented by Legal Resources.

2016-17 FOC Members
Kelley Bimson
Jessica Booth
Ann Marie Burroughs
Sally E Dudley
Blair Fine, Co-Leader
Lisa M. Johnson
Tami Kamarek
Judy Kurtz
Georgia LeSiege
Jaqui Lilly
Nicole Maxino
Kara McCaa, Co-Leader
Molly Moore
Anne O’Brian Pope
Allison Rachels
Virginia Rountree
Karen W Royall
Mancha Stanton
Jill Wight

Friends of CASA at 
2017 CASA Cabana

Sharon and Larry Slipow 
and Jack Martin at 
2017 CASA Cabana

Pender and Coward at 
2017 CASA Cabana

Ret. Judge Deborah Rawls 
and Mr. William Leonard 

at CASA Cabana 2017

2017 CASA Cabana Event Committee



The month of April is National Child Abuse Prevention, 
as well as national Volunteer Recognition Month.  
During this time, Virginia Beach CASA runs a 30-day 
awareness-raising campaign. 

Community leaders, businesses and 
individuals support the campaign by 
planting Blue and Silver Pinwheels 
(provided by Virginia Beach CASA) 
at locations of choice throughout 
the community, allowing for a strong 
and unified message. Side by side, 
local community volunteers and 
leaders plant pinwheels on the 
lawn of the Juvenile and Domestic 

Relations Court to represent the 
number of children served by 
Virginia Beach CASA over the years. 
In addition to the 3,000 pinwheels 
planted on the court lawn, more 
than 7,000 were planted throughout 
the community. The blue pinwheel 
has become a national symbol for 
child abuse prevention; this simple 
image reminds us that all children 

SPECIAL FEATURES

Pinwheels for Prevention

deserve a happy, safe childhood. 

Partnering with Chick-Fil-A Hampton 
Roads, City of Virginia Beach Parks 
and Recreation, Outback Steakhouse-
Laskin Road, and Crossfit Takeover, 
on Saturday, April 8, 2017 Virginia 
Beach CASA hosted “Pinwheel 
Palooza” as a part of the 4th Annual 
Pinwheel for Prevention Campaign to 
coincide with National Child Abuse 
Prevention month. Kids of all ages, 
along with their families, enjoyed 
activities and crafts, an obstacle 
course, face painting, mascot 
appearances, pinwheel planting, 
live entertainment, and more.



Virginia Beach CASA delegation at 
the VA State CASA Conference

Jackie Guan, CASA 
office volunteer

CASA volunteer, Dianne Frantz, “retired” 
after 8 years of service to 7 children, 
contributing more than 1600 hours.

David’s Journey
Growing up, David and his siblings never had the 
chance to experience a normal childhood. From an 
early age, David felt the burden of being responsible 
for himself, his three younger siblings and his mother. 

For as long as David could remember 
his mother struggled with drug and 
alcohol addiction, often leading 
to long periods of neglect. There 
were many nights that David and 
his siblings went to bed hungry and 
scared.  Often, the only meal they 
could depend on was lunch at school.  

One particular evening, as David was 
trying to defend his mother from her 
abusive boyfriend, David’s 5-year-
old sister ran out of the house, onto 
a busy street and was nearly hit by a 
car.  After an investigation, the children 
were placed in foster care. Months 
later, David’s mother convinced the 
courts she had straightened herself 
out and was now able to care for her 
children. David quickly realized his 
mother had not changed and once 
again, the responsibility to care for 
his siblings fell on David’s shoulders. 
He was determined to not let his 
family be split up. When David’s 
mother decided to move the family to 
another state, it was a violation of her 
probation and she was quickly placed 
in jail. For nearly a year, the children 
were all able to live with a family 
friend. When that living situation was 

no longer an option, the children all 
formally re-entered foster care and 
were split into four separate homes. 

Luckily for David and his siblings, a 
CASA volunteer was assigned to their 
family and quickly did everything 
in her power to reunite David with 
his brothers and sisters. Mary, the 
CASA volunteer, provided a sense of 
stability to David and his siblings and 
assisted the children with keeping 
touch even though they were living 
in different homes. “I wanted to keep 
my family close, in my arms every 
day. Realizing that I could not do 
that was very difficult. But Mary gave 
me the next best thing. She made 
sure my input was included when 
decisions were made about the kids—
including having a say in the families 
that eventually adopted them.”

David credits Mary with giving him 
the guidance to stay focused on his 
education and future. Reminding 
David, it was his choice to not become 
angry, but rather work hard, pursue 
his dreams and right the mistakes 
of his mother by looking forward 
to a family of his own one day.



Virginia Beach Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) volunteers play an integral part in making our 
organization work. Without their tireless efforts on 
behalf of our most vulnerable children, none of this 
would be possible.

Lance Shavers 
A native 
Chicagoan, 
Lance brings 26 
years of military 
experience to 
the team. Upon 
retirement and 
settling back in 
to civilian life in 

Virginia Beach, he had a strong 
desire to continue to serve. While 
the military afforded him the 
opportunity to serve his country, 
Lance was now interested in ways 
to serve his community. As luck 
would have it, Lance was attending 
a Good Luck party when he struck 
up a conversation with a CASA 
volunteer in another city. Lance 
was impressed with the mission 
of CASA and found it appealing 
that he could be associated with 
an organization that advocated for 
children with no voice. Four years 
later, Lance has not looked back. 

Carolyn Werner
Carolyn and her 
family settled in 
to Virginia Beach 
three years ago 
and she quickly 
found herself 
with an empty 
nest. Looking 
for a significant 

volunteer opportunity that would 
fill her days with meaningful work, 
she stumbled upon Virginia Beach 
CASA through a tennis buddy. 
After educating herself about the 
organization, Carolyn felt confident 
this was the right fit for her. And 
right fit it was. Carolyn completed 
her training in the Spring of 2016 
and as of October 2017 just 
received her second case. 

A CASA volunteer has many 
responsibilities, including: 
following up with and asking 
questions of teachers, doctors 

Volunteer Spotlight

and therapists on behalf of the 
child as well as observing and 
connecting with the child. These 
responsibilities felt like a natural 
fit for Carolyn. Through her 
years as a high school chemistry 
teacher and then her years as 
a stay at home mother to her 
own three children, advocating 
for and considering the best 
interests of a child have always 
been second nature for Carolyn.

 “Children need someone 
to have on their behalf 

within the judicial system. 
Though there are many 
voices, your voice could 

have the biggest impact. If 
you have a strong desire to 
help those who cannot help 

themselves, CASA is the 
organization for you.”

- Lance Shavers, CASA Volunteer



Lorrene Anderson

DelJuana Ary

Lindsey Atkinson

Erin Badran

Savannah Bolin

Jaymie Burd

Tamara Burnell

Angela Cappello

Cynthia Caravas

Scott Caravas

Dawne Carter

Phyllis Chapwick

Donna Clabbers

Cynthia “Cathy” Clay

Clarke Crenshaw

Patricia Crumb

Tiffany Daniels

Katie Denton

Nancy Ford

Dianne Frantz

Ann Geraci

Margaret Peggy Gilman

Michelle Goodove

June Gregory

Jacqueline Guan

Ryan Hale

Elizabeth Harrell
Mary Pat Harris
Scott Hetman
Jenny Howell Branch
Gail Huber
Laura Hughes
Pearl Marie Ibarra

Laura Jackson
Shannon James
Sandra Jones
David Kinsey
Martha “Candy” Logan

Mary Lugo
Kathy Malley
Fiesta Martin
Lynda M. Maynard
David Millar
Pamela Moffatt

Jodi Myers
Jennifer O’Connor
Theresa Orr
Jessica Ortiz
Sundae Oxley
Sally Pattison-Cisna

Rachel Perry

Michelle Phillips

CASA Volunteers…The Frontline Workers

Virginia Beach Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
recruits, trains and supports volunteers to advocate for 
child victims of abuse and neglect. 

CASA volunteers are members of the community who receive extensive education 
and training to ensure these children do not get lost in the shuffle of an overburdened 
system. Their ultimate responsibility is to promote safe, permanent homes as 
quickly as possible. It is slow, painstaking, and incredibly challenging work, but 
one child at a time, CASA volunteers are making a difference in our community.

2016-17 CASA Volunteer Advocates
BOLD = 7 years or more of service



Elizabeth Harrell
Mary Pat Harris
Scott Hetman
Jenny Howell Branch
Gail Huber
Laura Hughes
Pearl Marie Ibarra

Laura Jackson
Shannon James
Sandra Jones
David Kinsey
Martha “Candy” Logan

Mary Lugo
Kathy Malley
Fiesta Martin
Lynda M. Maynard
David Millar
Pamela Moffatt

Jodi Myers
Jennifer O’Connor
Theresa Orr
Jessica Ortiz
Sundae Oxley
Sally Pattison-Cisna

Rachel Perry

Michelle Phillips

Pamela Reed

Lorlie Reiser

Linda Ricketts

Diane Rinehard

Rosa Roche

Jennifer Ruelas

Alice Ruffin

Patricia Sare

Kathleen Schulz

Lance Shavers

Sylvia Sigler

Christina Sims

David Smith

Hollie Smith

Johna Stoneking

Krystle Stratton

Brittany Tabb

Jennifer Tillard

Kate Tippett-Bowles

Kimberly Tisdale-Vakos

Melanie Tumlin

Carolyn Werner

Stefanie White

CASA Volunteers…The Frontline Workers

2016-17
Board of Directors
seated from l to r:
Morgan Ayers-Comegys, Treasurer
Lloyd Petersen, President
Julie Swain, Vice President
Frances K. Thompson, Secretary

standing l to r:
Robin Foreman-Wheeler, Director

Valarie Williams, Director
Cullen Speckhart, Director
Danya Bushey, Director
JJ Garofalo, Director
Joe Sallee, Director
Sam Steingold, Director
Gerrard Jones, Director

not pictured:
Nick Baum, Anne O’Brian Pope,   
Chris Poulos 

WANTED
Ordinary Citizens looking to make an Extraordinary 

Difference in the life of a child victim of abuse or neglect

Now accepting applications for the Winter Class 
beginning in February 2018.

Call the CASA office today to start the application process or 
visit us online at www.VirginiaBeachCASA.org/advocate



2018 Virginia Beach Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) Upcoming Events

2018 TopGolf Fundraiser – “ParTee” Fore the Kids
Virginia Beach TopGolf 

Sunday, January 21st from 2pm – 6pm

This family friendly event will feature tournament style play 
with prize incentives for the winners as well as food and 
beverages for all attendees. Coinciding with the NFL football 
playoffs, come out to support CASA as well as your team and 
spend the afternoon raising money for a great cause.

2018 Pinwheels for Prevention
April 1 – 30, 2018 (Child Abuse Prevention Month)

The blue pinwheel has become a national symbol for child abuse 
prevention; this simple image reminds us that all children deserve a 
happy, safe childhood. Join us for this awareness-raising campaign by 
planting blue and silver pinwheels (provided by Virginia Beach CASA) 
at locations of choice, allowing for a strong and unified message. 

The campaign will culminate with a “Pinwheel Palooza” hosted by 
Virginia Beach CASA. Kids of all ages, along with their families, will 
be invited to enjoy activities and crafts, an obstacle course, mascot 
appearances, pinwheel planting, live entertainment, food and more. 

2018 CASA Cabana
Friday, June 8, 2018

7pm – 11pm

To be held at the recently renovated and iconic Cavalier Hotel at the 
Virginia Beach Oceanfront, this can’t miss event is one of the most 
anticipated parties of the summer season. Attendees will enjoy 
live music from the band “Breaking Brad,” heavy hors d’ oeuvres, 
complimentary beer and wine as well as a silent auction and exclusive 
raffle.  All proceeds go directly to funding Virginia Beach CASA efforts.

SPONSOR PACKAGES and VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES NOW AVAILABLE!
www.VirginiaBeachCASA.org 

757.385.5616

Save the Date



Virginia Beach CASA is 1 of 27 CASA programs throughout the state of Virginia.  

Virginia Beach CASA is a private nonprofit organization regulated by the Department of Criminal Justice Services.

Virginia Beach CASA receives funding from the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)

WAYS TO GIVE
It costs us approximately $1,600 to provide an abused and neglected child with a caring 
CASA volunteer who will fight for their basic human rights.  The fact that you can change 

the odds for a child victim of abuse and neglect with just $1,600 makes the dollar 
amount seem minuscule. You simply cannot put a price on the life of a child...

EVENT SPONSORSHIP 
For more information and sponsorship 

details, contact our office at
(757) 385-5616 or email info@

VirginiaBeachCASA.org

TRIBUTE 
Remember Virginia Beach CASA when 
you have a tribute to make. Gifts may 

be given to share the joy of graduation, 
birthdays, anniversaries, to say thank 
you, as memorials for loved ones or 

friends, or any special occasion.

PLANNED GIVING 
You may create a legacy of hope for 

vulnerable children through a planned 
gift to Virginia Beach CASA. Our staff 

can assist you as you consider making 
a planned gift.

KIDCENTS 
ROUND UP AT RITE AID
By participating in KidCents and 
shopping at Rite Aid, “Wellness+ 
with Plenti Card” members can 
round up every purchase to the 

nearest dollar and give their 
change to Virginia Beach CASA.  

ENDOWMENT 
Established to further the charitable 
purposes of the Virginia Beach CASA 
Program and is part of the long term 

planning and funding process

WORKPLACE GIVING
Consider doubling your contribution 
to Virginia Beach CASA through your 
workplace Matching Gifts Program. 

UNITED WAY ANNUAL 
CAMPAIGN

Indicate Virginia Beach 
CASA or code #8092

AMAZON SMILE - YOU 
SHOP. YOU SUPPORT. 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the 

purchase price to Virginia 
Beach Court Appointed 

Special Advocate Program, Inc.



Virginia Beach CASA
Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court
2425 Nimmo Parkway
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

HOW YOU CAN HELP

DONATE
Every dollar received helps us provide 
more resources, more advocacy and 
more help to children in need.

ADVOCATE
Volunteers are the lifeblood of Virginia 
Beach CASA. Apply online for our next 
class at VirginiaBeachCASA.org.

EDUCATE
Friends of CASA is our ambassadors 
group, established to raise funds & 
awareness for Virginia Beach CASA.

VirginiaBeachCASA.org  |  757.385.5616


