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NEWSLETTER 
OCTOBER 2016 

 

Welcome!!! 

Well, it’s hard to believe that another year is drawing to a close and soon it will be Christmas time again! 

We are awaiting the arrival of this year’s lambs – running about 6 weeks later than last year as we had to 

join later than planned due to family commitments in Taree. But this timing has worked to our advantage 

as the pasture growth started later in the season and hence the pregnant ewes are not putting on too 

much weight and their lambs will not be growing too big in the final weeks before birth. 

 

What’s been happening in the Stud? 

Dorper news 

We are delighted to announce the safe arrival and addition to our Dorper Stud flock of our new T5 ram 

‘Prince William’ from Global Dorpers in Narrabri. His genetics will make an outstanding contribution to 

our Stud and we are excitedly awaiting the arrival of his lambs in the next few weeks. Bearing in mind 

that good photos of livestock are hard to come by, here are two we took of Prince William back in April. 
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White Dorper news 

The small winter-lambing from joining our T5 White Dorper ram ‘Henry VIII’ earlier this year was a huge success 

and we will be repeating this in late 2016-early 2017. We had a female:male ratio of 58%:42%, and the quality of 

the ram-lambs and ewe-lambs was outstanding: only two ram-lambs were wethered, and the growth rate of all the 

lambs was impressive over the winter season, especially given the severe pasture conditions in the preceding 

months. The ewes lost 0.5 to 1 condition score (as expected) and after a short respite in the paddock, they will be 

rejoined at the end of this year. 

And some photos for your enjoyment: 

 

  Just born last night 

 

  It’s hard when you are 2 days old! 

 

  At 4 weeks of age with mum 
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Lambing 2016 
Our lambs this year are due around 10 October – traditionally our ewes start lambing at day 146 of gestation (i.e. 

146 days after putting the ram in with the ewes) and twins usually arrive closer to this time than do single lambs. 

Pre-lambing preparations were carried out at 5 weeks prior to the first due-date and included a booster 6-in-1 

vaccination and drenching, checking health and weights (and keeping back a few thinner ewes for supplementary 

feeding), and then moving the ewes onto a fresh paddock. The ewes will be moved back to the lambing paddock a 

week before lambing – and we can do this because the ewes are already very familiar with the paddock. We have 

also undertaken a fox baiting program with our neighbours as fox numbers are up this year and we want to 

minimise any potential losses (especially in twin lambs). 

 

 
 

Eastern Sales 
We continue to sell the sheep by private treaty which is our preferred method of sale. We like to meet new owners 

and provide advice on animal health and management so that they (and the sheep) get off to a good start – and 

our clients know that they are fully supported with the post-sales support that we provide. 

 

We were fortunate to be able to sell all the sheep we wanted to over the year, and for the second year in a row we 

are heading to the Murrumbateman Field Days with very limited stock available, and with several future sales 

already in place for 2016 lambs. This support from current and new clients means a lot to us, and it confirms the 

positive direction in which the Stud is going. Thank you. 

 

  We are at G70 (usual spot!) and we’d love to hear your news. 
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Our vaccination routine 
All sheep sold by Eastern Dorpers and White Dorpers are fully vaccinated, drenched and are free of lice, flystrike, 

lameness/footrot and brucellosis. 

Vaccinations – 6in1 and Gudair ® (ovine Johne’s disease) and drenching (for worms) 

Ewes and rams 

 All ewes and rams need a booster vaccination (6in1 + Vit B12) every year. We normally vaccinate 
the ewes at about 4-6 weeks before they lamb because this gives the lambs good protection when 
they are born (from the colostrum in the milk). 

Lambs 

4-6 weeks of age 

 All lambs need to be vaccinated with 6in1 + Vit B12 and Gudair, which you can get from your local 
rural store. 

 At this age you should also dock the tails and castrate the males (we use rubber rings for this – 
again talk to your local rural store). 

12-14 weeks of age 

 All lambs need to be vaccinated again with 6in1 + Vit B12. 

4 months of age 

 We wean our lambs at about 4 months of age. 

 We also give them their first drench (to kill any intestinal worms) at this age – this is very important 
because young lambs are highly susceptible to worms. 

 
 

 

 

Happy Dorpering from Peter and Penny. 


