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At Boys & Girls Clubs across our nation, expectations of higher achievement 
exist from the moment a child enters our doors. Every day, Clubs create 
opportunities that bridge success between school and home to support kids 
and their families. Glen Cove Boys & Girls Club supports our families by 
providing resources for family achievement.  

 

Here are some tips that can help you and your kids 
plan a Great Future. 
 

How old are your kids?  
 
Ages 6-9:  
1. Know the teachers - and what they're looking for. Attend school 
events, such as parent-teacher conferences, volunteer with your child’s class - to 
meet your child's teachers. Make sure you know the purpose of the homework and 
what your child’s class rules are about homework. It shows your child that the 
school and home are a team. Follow the directions given by the teacher.  
 

2. Learn How-To. Many institutions and stores offer free classes on the weekends 
and on all sorts of topics. Stop by a local food store and catch a free cooking class, or 
a hardware store to learn about a home repair topic. Try something like the Home 
Depot Kids Workshop, where they offer free how-to clinics for kids ages five to 
twelve – these can be a lot of fun.  
 

3. Start early. Even toddlers can start learning how to manage their time. Make it 
into a game: "Can you finish getting those blocks into the box by the time your 
favorite song is over?" As kids get older, they can begin to understand time 
constraints. They can't be at two birthday parties at once. Prompt them about their 
options: "Do you want to leave one party early to get to the other, or just pick one?" 
"We have time for either Boy Scouts or soccer."  
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Ages 10-13:  
 

1. Don't Fake It. Don't try to muddle through your 
child’s homework you don't understand. Pretending 
you're a geography guru will lead to mass confusion. 
Instead, when you've reached a roadblock, send an e-mail 
to the teacher for clarification or touch base with her at 
drop-off and request extra resources on the topic. Attempting to wing it will 
probably confuse your child and distract your child from the teacher's explanation.  
 

2. Check out the community calendar. Look at your town’s website (as well 
as those of cities and towns nearby) or stop by city hall to find a list of events going 
on in the community, many of which are free. You’ll often be surprised at how many 
interesting (and free) activities are going on in your area.  
 

3. Get it done and over with. Train your child to do homework early in the day, 
preferably right after school. In the long run, this is much easier than having to pry 
your tween away from a text conversation or unhook from his favorite video game 
and then try to focus on schoolwork.  
 

Ages 14-18:  
 

1. Talk to your teen about school. Ask specific questions to draw out your 
teen. Ask “How do you think you did on the math test?”  

 

2. Check out the community calendar. Look at your town’s 
website (as well as those of cities and towns nearby) or stop by city 
hall to find a list of events going on in the community, many of which 
are free. You’ll often be surprised at how many interesting (and free) 

activities are going on in your area.  
 

3. Place value on time. The best way to make your teen feel valued is to love 
them. And, as they say, love is spelled T-I-M-E. 'Until you value yourself, you will not 
value your time. Until you value your time, you will not do anything with it.’ - M. 
Scott Peck.  
 

Contact Club Professionals for more information and resources. 

http://www.glencovebgc.org/

