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Elzinga’s Top 10 Questions in the Bible
A resource for further discussion based on Professor Elzinga’s talk at MNL

Question 1: “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8-9)

 God asks this question of Adam and Eve in the garden, right after they had eaten the fruit 
from the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  If God is all knowing, why did He ask Adam 
where he was?  Why would God limit Himself in His interaction with Adam?  We see that 
“Where are you?” was a rhetorical question. God knew where Adam was, but He wanted Adam 
to respond so he could meet with God, even in his shame. If God asked where you were, how 
would you respond?  Do you think there’s value to being able to answer that question for 
yourself?  We see that even though God knew the answer to His question, He respected His 
relationship with Adam and Eve enough to allow them the opportunity to explain themselves.  
Do we value our relationships to the same degree?

Question 2: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:1-12)

 Cain is asked this question shortly after killing his brother, Abel, out of jealousy.  What 
does the phrase, “my brother’s keeper” mean to you?  What does this question reveal about 
how Cain viewed his role in his relationship with Abel?  From the passage, we see that God 
believes that we are responsible to those we are in relationship with.  When living in community, 
there is no room for an “us vs. them” mentality.  What can we do eliminate competitive envy in 
our relationships, specifically among those people who do better than us in one area or 
another?  Are there any limits in the responsibility we have towards others?

Question 3: “Whom shall I send?” (Isaiah 6:8)

 “Whom shall I send,” God asks. Even though God is sovereign and all powerful, He’s 
chosen to work through people, through us, as He seeks to make His name known.  Isaiah said, 
“send me,” in response to this question, allowing himself to be used by God for great purposes.  
Who in your life told God, “send me” and positively impacted your life because of that decision?  
This isn’t a question that God asks to a chosen few, but it will be posed to all who choose to 
follow him.  What are the biggest things that keep you from being someone who says “Here am 
I, send me”?  When God asks this question of us, we intuitively know that the right answer is 
“Here am I, send me.”  Do you think your motives matter in how you answer this question?  
Name a good and bad motivation that would lead you to say, ‘Here am I, send me’. What can 
you do to make sure you have the proper motivation?

Question 4: “How will this be?” (Luke 1:28-38) 

 Mary asks the angel this question when he appears to her to share that she will 
miraculously bear a child.  The angel brought similar news to Zechariah in verse 18 concerning 
his wife Elizabeth who would bear a child to be named John, despite her old age.  What is the 
difference between Mary’s response and Zechariah’s response?  What is the difference in the 
angel’s response to both?  The angel’s response regarding God’s word in verse 37 is also an 
important part of this passage.  What did it look like for Mary to live by this faith in the Word and 
what would it look like for you?
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Question 5: “Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-3)

 When the Magi ask this question following the birth of Jesus, they are taking a stand 
against the political and religious establishment of the time by calling Jesus the name that had 
been ascribed to Herod.  The Magi not only search for Jesus and find Him, but when they arrive, 
they worshipped Him and then witnessed to the city about His birth.  In what way has your 
search for the Lord resulted in worshiping Him and telling others about Him?  How can our lives 
reflect the same kind of devotion that the Magi’s had in seeking Him?  How can we proclaim 
Him as King in our own lives? 

Question 6: “Who will deliver me?” (Romans 7:24)

 In the battle between the law of his mind and the law of God, Paul compares himself to a 
prisoner bound by the law of sin, unable to do the good things that he desires to do.  What 
keeps us from translating our desires into actions?  To what extent can you identify with Paul’s 
struggle?  In this state, Paul realizes that only Jesus can deliver him and give the freedom that 
he seeks.  This causes Paul to cry out in praise, “Thanks be to God!”  Why is it important to 
realize that only Christ can rescue you from the power of your sin?  How does the law create an 
awareness of our sin and how can that frustration be beneficial?  How can our lives reflect our 
gratitude and praise towards God for what He has done through Jesus to save us?  

Question 7:  “Do you love me?” (John 21:15-17)

 Jesus asked this question to Simon Peter three times after His resurrection.  Incidentally, 
Jesus asked Peter this question the same amount of times that Peter had denied Him earlier.  
Put yourself in Peter’s shoes.  Imagine Jesus asking you this question.  How many times would 
He need to ask you this question to get your attention?  Each time Peter responded in the 
affirmative, Jesus gave him instructions – “Feed my sheep.”  Truly loving Jesus leads to a 
response in how we live our lives.  If we were to answer yes to Christ’s question, do we have 
evidence in our lives of the truth and depth of our answer?  What does feeding His sheep look 
like in our lives?

Question 8:  “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of robbers?” (Luke 10:25-37)

 Jesus asked this question to the expert in the law after telling the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  In this parable, a traveler is robbed, beaten, and left for dead on the side of the 
road.  A priest and a Levite, who are supposedly righteous, religious, and moral men, both pass 
the man and continue on their way.  It is the Samaritan, a man of an enemy race, who stops, 
cares for the man’s wounds, and transports him to shelter.  In Jesus’s parable and question to 
the expert in the law, He seems to be giving His thoughts on the question asked by Cain in 
Genesis 4:9: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  Why does Jesus link loving God so closely to loving 
one’s neighbor?  Who are our neighbors, and what does it mean to be a neighbor as Jesus 
demonstrates it?
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Question 9:  “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” (Revelation 5:1-6)

 This question is posed by an angel in John’s dream in the book of Revelation.  John has 
a vision of the throne in Heaven, and sees a scroll sealed with seven seals.  None are found 
worthy to open the scroll, but an elder declares that the “Lion of the tribe of Judah” has 
triumphed and is able to open the scroll in His victory.  What John sees, however, is a Lamb 
standing on the throne, and it was worthy to open the scroll because it had been slain and 
purchased men for God with it’s blood.  Both the Lion and the Lamb refer to Jesus Christ, who 
was slain and yet triumphed over death, Hell, and the grave.  He alone is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll.  What do the images of the Lion and the Lamb tell us about who 
Jesus is?  How does Jesus model two such seemingly different things?  Do you relate more to 
Jesus as lion or lamb?  How would your perspective need to shift to have a more balanced 
view?

Question 10:  “Who do people say I am?...But what about you?...Who do you say I 
am?” (Mark 8:27-29)

 Jesus asked His disciples these questions on the way to doing ministry in the area of 
Caesarea Philippi.  The disciples respond that some people say Jesus is John the Baptist, some 
say He is Elijah, and others say He is one of the prophets.  Peter answers Jesus’s further 
questions by declaring Him to be the Messiah.  This could very well be the most important 
question posed in Scripture, and it is one that it is vital that we answer for ourselves.  Who do 
you say that Jesus is?  What does that mean for your life?  In the Bible, the most concise 
answer to this question can be seen in the creed “Jesus is Lord” (Romans 10:9, 1 Corinthians 
12:3).  What does it mean to say that Jesus is Lord?  The Bible gives us many other answers for 
the question of who Jesus is – Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), Son of God (Luke 1:35), Alpha and 
Omega (Revelation 22:13), the Beginning and the End (Revelation 22:13), Great Shepherd 
(Hebrews 13:20), Rose of Sharon (Song of Songs 2:1), Lamb of God (John 1:29), Friend of 
Sinners (Matthew 11:19), Bread of Life (John 6:35), Rock of Ages (Isaiah 26:4), the Wisdom and 
Word of God (John 1:1), among many others.  What do these various titles and descriptions of 
Jesus tell us about who He is?  Which one is most significant to you in this stage of your life?


