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He Bore Our Sin and Shame 
 

Matthew 27:11-26 
 

Overview:  
 

When we think of the Gospel, often what comes to mind is the crucifixion of Christ and 
His subsequent victory over sin and death through resurrection. Which is great, because that is 
the Gospel! But, I know that when I was growing up in the church, these powerful events never 
really sunk in because I had trouble placing myself in the story. I knew I was a sinner, and I 
knew that Christ’s death and resurrection were necessary for my salvation, but it was always 
vague knowledge rather than a vivid image. It was understood but never felt. This short study is 
intended to submerge us into the Gospel story, to feel the affect of our sin and -- more 
importantly -- Christ’s love for us as individuals, not just on a universal level. 
 
Opening Questions:  
 

1. Have you ever received a gift you did not deserve? 
 

2. Share a moment you witnessed that made you think “that’s what love looks like.” 
 
Text: Matthew 27:11-26 
 
Observation Questions: 
 

1) What happens when Jesus stands before Pilate to answer for the charges levied 
against Him? 

 
2) Did Barrabas deserve his freedom? Why do you think the crowd chose him?  
 
3) How does Pilate respond to the crowds desires?  

Watch: (8.5 minutes)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwX_EpNR4CA 

Interpretation Questions: 

1) Why did Jesus walk to the cross in place of Barabbas? 

2) How is Christ still the central character of this story, and what does this say about the 
Gospel? 

3) What is happening with shame and guilt in this story?  
a) Ex. The righteous one will bear the shame so that the guilty one doesn’t 

have to.  
Application Questions:  

1) Who do you relate to in this story? Why?  
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2) The video talks about how sometimes our shame causes us to want to bear our 
punishment on our own - to insist that Jesus not carry it (in this story setting, it would 
look like Jesus being released rather than Barrabas). What is God’s response in the 
story? What is God’s response to us?  

3) What should be our response to a King who loves us like Christ loved Barrabas?  
a) Ex. singing praises, thanking him, telling others about his grace, living out 

our faith in action.  
 
Spiritual Practice for the week: 
 
Consider everyone carrying a cross in their pocket, or wearing one, for the week. Whenever you 
notice it in your pocket, or see it in the mirror, take a moment to think about how you were to be 
condemned for your guilt, but Jesus stepped in to carry your cross and your shame for you.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


