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How to Read False Religious Texts 
    

An Article written by Glen Davis, Chi Alpha Campus Pastor at Stanford 

Understanding ideas that we disagree with is vital to our ministerial effectiveness and to our 
intellectual development. 

One implication is that we should read (or at least skim) religious texts that we are convinced 
are false. This should never be the mainstay of our reading, but from time to time we ought to 
go out of our way to expose ourselves to bogus ideas. 

So how do we do it? 

First, read primary sources when you can. This will give you huge moral authority as a 
representative of Christ – being able to say with integrity that you have read the Koran or the 
Bhagavad-Gita instantly changes the dynamics of most pluralistic conversations. 

Second, when you read the holy book for a non-Christian religion, be sure to read it with a pen 
in hand. Make notes as you go through it. Look for two things (a) look for passages you can 
quote to illustrate how the religion differs from Christianity and (b) also look for things you can 
quote favorably. 

Both of those are worth commenting on. 

• Look for illustrations of how this religion differs from Christianity. It is very popular 
nowadays to claim that all religions teach the same thing. Having specific 
counterexamples is essential. “I don’t know. I’ve read both the Koran and the 
Bible and they say pretty different things about how to treat women.” 

• Look for passages you can quote with approval. Each sacred book has some 
good things to say or it would not have lasted this long – figure out how to quote 
it favorably just as Paul quoted pagan poets on Mars Hill in Acts 17. 

Third, try to understand the religion as a whole and what its answers are to the following 
questions: 

1) What’s wrong with the world? 
2) What’s the solution? 
3) How can I know if I’m on the right track? 

If you do this, then your time spent reading false religious texts will actually teach you many true 
things and will give you much greater appreciation for Jesus.
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