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The Canadian Cancer Society states about 1 in 2 
Canadians will develop cancer in their lifetime, and 
about 1 in 4 Canadians will die of cancer. In 2019 alone, 
it is estimated that 220,400 Canadians will be 
diagnosed with cancer and 82,100 will die from the 
disease.  Cancer is the number one cause of death in 
Canada. 

 

MYTH: The Canadian Government will cover all my 
cancer care expenses. 

 

FACT: Not all provinces cover certain drugs, or the 
out-of-pocket costs associated with cancer. 

 

"If the drug has been approved for funding in one 
province but not the other, one patient will receive it for 
free, while the other patient might have to remortgage 
their residence in an effort to afford a drug that can 
cost anywhere from $1,800 to $132,000 per year."  

 NOT ALL COVERED1: Perspectives in Oncology  
(online article) 
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www.cancertaintyforall.ca 2  
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A report commissioned by the Canadian Cancer Action Network 
and the Canadian Cancer Society entitled Financial Hardship of 
Cancer in Canada: A Call for Action, outlines the cancer 
expenses of one Manitoba family. The family traveled to 
Winnipeg and Brandon, from rural Manitoba, 26 times over a six-
month period so their daughter could be treated for Hodgkin's 
lymphoma. It costs the family $24,705 over six months. 

 

FAMILY OUT OF POCKET EXPENSES 
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“Many cancer patients don't realize that chemotherapy 
may only be covered if it's performed in a hospital—if 
you opt to take it in pill form, either for convenience or 
due to an aversion to needles, you may have to pay up 
to thousands of dollars per week.” 

Weathering the unexpected costs of cancer  
(www.omainsurance.com) 4 
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The list of out-of-pocket, unexpected cancer costs is 
extensive and can contain hundreds of hidden 
expenses. Here are a few examples: 

• natural, organic, or macrobiotic diets 
• parking 
• vitamins and supplements 
• freezing eggs or sperm before starting radiation 
• dog walking 
• childcare 
• special pillows, beds, canes, and safety rails 
• wheelchair rental 
• wigs 
• new clothing (because of weight loss) 
• bucket list items 
• tutors (for students with cancer) 
• travel costs 
• take-out or restaurant food 
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You cannot predict the future, but you can be prepared for it.  

We all know someone who has had an unexpected diagnosis of cancer. 
Lifeline Coverage ensures that no matter what happens to you on any given 
day, we have got you covered.  Our plans are designed to provide you with 
financial peace of mind and allow you to focus on what matters most... getting 
better.  

Living benefits is what we do best, with affordable insurance solutions that 
provide financial assistance in the event you are diagnosed with an illness.  
Talk to us and let us design an affordable financial plan that will provide you 
with a lifeline when the unexpected happens.   

 
Karen Y. Francis,  
LIFELINE COVERAGE. Serving Canadian Families since 1996 
Off: 905.509.8956 | Dir: 416.786.8956 
Fax: 905.248.3157 | Email: karen@lifelinecoverage.com 

MGA contact: IDC Worldsource Insurance Network Inc.  
5705 Cancross Court, Suite 200 
Mississauga, ON  
L5R 3E9 - 905.366.3866 

This information ebook (including any links and attachments) is intended for the designated recipient(s) only, 
and may be confidential, non-public, proprietary, and/or protected by the attorney-client or other privilege. 
Unauthorized reading, distribution, copying or other use of this communication is prohibited and may be 
unlawful. Receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient(s) should not be deemed a waiver of any 
privilege or protection. If you are not the intended recipient or if you believe that you have received this email in 
error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies from your computer system without reading, 
saving, printing, forwarding, or using it in any manner. Although it has been checked for viruses and other 
malicious software ("malware"), we do not warrant, represent, or guarantee in any way that this communication 
is free of malware or potentially damaging defects. All liability for any actual or alleged loss, damage, or injury 
arising out of or resulting in any way from the receipt, opening or use of this email is expressly disclaimed.  
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Common Myths of Cancer Care Reference Index 

 

1 | Oncology.com - CLICK HERE 

2 | Cancertainty for All - CLICK HERE 

3 | Cancer.ca - CLICK HERE 

4 | Ontario Medical Association - CLICK HERE  

www.lifelinecoverage.com
https://current-oncology.com/index.php/oncology/article/view/4867/4001?fbclid=IwAR219qiRqjfmNRWpTtoge7bElxeSwMnAt2_D8xmUDTpmp6GUXy3C_A-4EOQ
https://www.cancertaintyforall.ca/
https://www.cancer.ca/~/media/cancer.ca/MB/get%20involved/take%20action/financial%20hardship%20of%20cancer%20in%20canada/financialhardshipofcancer-MB-EN.pdf
https://www.omainsurance.com/Articles/Pages/Weathering-the-unexpected-costs-of-cancer.aspx

