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Hannibal Regional is excited to announce that we have been selected by Modern Healthcare as one of the 
2017 “Best Places To Work In Healthcare”! We are family here and we celebrate victories, bend with change 
and face new challenges together. We stick together. One hurts, we all hurt, one wins, we all win. We are 
very proud and feel privileged to work for this amazing organization, caring for our community and loved 
ones. We take care of our patients like we take care of our team, we guide each other to BETTER. 

  573-248-1300  |  hannibalregional.org
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Come see the difference with us.
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Vision Institute175 Shinn Lane | Hannibal, MO 63401 | hannibalregional.org

Offer ends September 29, 2017.  May not be combined with any other offer.  
Offer is a special cash price.  Insurance is billed at the regular rate.

a complete pair of glasses 
with a $59 eye exam

one year of contacts with a 
$79 contact lens exam

573-406-5730
Call to make your appointment today
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On the cover: Acquiring their exemplary Steampunk personae, 
Joseph Dyer of Monroe City, Mo., and Joy Middendorf of Quincy, Ill., 
pose in advance of the Big River Steampunk Festival, which will take 
place Labor Day weekend in Hannibal. Photo by Phil Carlson
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W
hen you  think about it, Hannibal is 

an ideal location to celebrate steam-

punk — a bounty of mid-19th century 

architecture, a town that was a major 

hub of commerce during the Industrial 

Revolution and represented the essence 

of what became known as the Gilded Age, which, by the way, is a 

term created by Mark Twain.

So, come Labor Day weekend, Hannibal welcomes the Big River 

Steampunk Festival, now in its fourth year. 

This year’s festival will be even more exciting 

with favorite entertainers returning and new 

performers headlining the various venues, 

coming from as far away as Las Vegas and 

New England.

Some people call Steampunk “Victorian 

science fiction.” It blends the industrialized 

19th century, with its mechanized manufac-

turing and steam-powered transportation and engineering, to an 

imagined future. 

Let this issue of Hannibal Magazine serve as a guide to the Big 

River Steampunk Festival, which is produced by Hannibal History 

Museum staff and volunteers and is sponsored by so many of the 

wonderful businesses in Hannibal. 

Beyond steampunk, look inside for a preview of the two-day Bear 

Creek Rendezvous, which celebrates America’s westward expansion 

and the Rendezvous Era with Native American dancing and drum-

ming and frontier food, activities, crafts and fun. You’ll also find 

photos from this summer’s National Tom Sawyer Days, and Hick 

Finn takes a nostalgic look back at lessons learned in the field with 

his beloved Pop.

Thank you for reading, as always. Your ongoing support of Han-

nibal Magazine helps us continue to bring you news of events in the 

Hannibal area.     

Ron Wallace

Hannibal the  
perfect setting for  

steampunk festival
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W
elcome to the 2017 Big River Steampunk 

Festival.

The festival is produced by the board 

and staff of the Hannibal History Museum 

Foundation, a federally recognized 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization, as a benefit to sustain the Hannibal History 

Museum.

The festival also is a great way to celebrate the history of Han-

nibal, Mo., a town that became a main hub of commerce during the 

Industrial Revolution and was the epitome of the Gilded Age, a term 

coined by none other than Hannibal’s own Mark Twain.

We are delighted to present this year’s festival. A lot of entertain-

ers are making their debuts in Hannibal, and there are so many fun 

Members of Airship Iron Rose stand in their steampunk attire. Photo by Michael Bailey

WELCOME TO THE STEAMPUNK FUN
SEPT. 1 TO 4 • times listed with events
Downtown Hannibal

|	By	Lisa	Marks
 bigriversteampunkfestival.com

ConTinUeS on 4
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activities for the whole family including Splendid Teapot Racing, 

Parasol Dueling and, of course, the highlight of the festival — the 

costume contests.

Festival activities may be found throughout downtown Hannibal.

Main Street 
Free entertainment will be provided throughout the weekend on 

the Main Street stage, located in the 200 block of North Main Street. 

This is where costume contests will be held, and nearby will be 

Splendid Teapot Racing and other events. Next to the stage is the Big 

River Steampunk Festival ticket and information booth, where you 

may purchase tickets for premium events and inquire about festival 

activities. Also on Main Street will be the cosplay booths with Air-

ship Isabella, Children of Proteus, Eli August and the Abandoned 

Buildings and This Way to the Egress.

The Great Midway 
Located in Kiwanis Park on the riverfront, here you will find 

50-plus vendors from around the country selling their Steampunk 

wares. Seminars and workshops will be held in the park pavilion, 

and all types of food and beverages will be served here. 

There are several other “off-site” locations for events such as the 

Time Traveler’s Ball on the Mark Twain Riverboat, British Raj After-

noon Tea at the Hannibal Arts Council, Dr. Frankenstein’s Labora-

tory at Bluff City Theater, Masquerade! at the Star Theater and more. 

The full schedule of events will be posted at BigRiverSteampunk-

Festival.com and also made available in our free 2017 Festival Guide 

distributed during the festival throughout downtown Hannibal.

While a majority of the events at the Big River Steampunk Festival 

are free, various premium events require you to purchase a ticket for 

admission. Please see the schedule of events for more information.

And finally, be sure to frequent the wonderful shops, restaurants, 

watering holes and museums in historic downtown Hannibal — 

many have sponsored the Big River Steampunk Festival and all will 

be open throughout the festival weekend. Please thank them for their 

support. n
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da Vinci...
Changing the Experience of Surgery

Dr. Melissa Matrisch, M.D.
Hannibal Clinic, Surgery 

Why settle for BETTER when you can have the BEST? 
              Hannibal Clinic, where the patient comes first.

Melissa Matrisch, M.D. discusses the 
da Vinci robotic surgery system and the many             
benefits this technology creates for patients. 

Dr. Matrisch is the only general surgeon in the region   
offering surgery through the superior da Vinci system.

When: August 4, 2017, from 3pm -7pm
                 Where: Hannibal Clinic

Call the Surgery Department at 573-231-3232 for more details.
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STEAMPUNK PERFORMERS
Eli August and the Abandoned Buildings
Masquerade! at Star Theater and Main Street stage

The music of Eli August is akin to the waters of a great river. It’s 

always moving and pushing forward, whether through percussive 

guitar and banjo or the urgency of delicately crafted lyrics. The 

music never looks back.

The Dark Americana music is, at its roots, devoted to romantics 

and those who reflect upon their days with a certain longing for the 

past. Eli is often backed by an ever-changing East Coast collective 

called the Abandoned Buildings, who bring rich and earthy orches-

trations to the settings imagined in August’s songwriting. Eli August and the Abandoned Buildings. Photo by Steampunk Chicago

Miss Jubilee
Time Traveler’s Ball and Main Street stage

On their maiden voyage at the Big River Steampunk Festival, 

Miss Jubilee has been entertaining audiences around St. Louis and 

beyond since the beginning of 2007 with its blend of authentic hot 

jazz, swing, rhythm and blues and rock ‘n’ roll spanning the 1920s to 

the 1950s. Miss Jubilee. Photo by TripleRPhotography

Darling Violet
Performing in ‘Steam’feld Follies and the Burley-Que

Darling Violet is originally from Pennsylvania and makes her 

home in Chicago. A graduate of the New England Center for Circus 

Arts and member of the Kansas City Society of Burlesque, she per-

forms as a singer, dancer, aerialist, circus performer and burlesque 

dancer throughout the United States. 

Darling 
Violet. Photo 
by K. Lewis 
Photography
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Open 7 Days a Week All Year Round
www.mississippi-marketplace.com

MISSISSIPPI
MARKETPLACE

Main Street’s  
General Store

Saturday’s Come Try Our New Samples In The Kitchen!

Downtown Hannibal

217 N. Main
573.603.1063

Visit us on
Facebook

MADE IN MISSOURI
From Local Farms to Your Table

Float Trip Pickles Goose Poop 25¢ OFF

Variety of Snack Items Steampunk Items

This Way to the Egress. Photo by Slapz Photography

This Way to the Egress
Masquerade! at Star Theater and Main Street stage

A band of musical miscreants from all walks of life, Egress 

is a tapestry of worldly influences and an alchemy of sounds 

modern and past, familiar and forgotten.

If Tom Waits and Patti Smith made a musical lovechild, it 

might sound like Egress. Whether you know them as the “dance 

band to ring in the end of the world with” or by their “raise your 

spirit, raise a glass and drop a beat” attitude, Egress will leave 

their mark on you.

Egress is Taylor Galassi (lead vocals, accordion, piano); Sarah 

Shown (vocals, piano, violin); John Wentz  (tuba, backup vocals); 

Joe Lynch (trombone, backup vocals); Jaclyn Kidd (guitar, 

banjo); and Nick Pecca (drums and percussion). 

Amy Wilder
Performing in the Burley-Que and host of seminars and 
workshops

Wilder is an accomplished model who specializes in Steam-

punk, fantasy, art and cosplay. Wilder discovered the Steam-

punk scene at DragonCon in 2010, and she is one of the top 

Steampunk models in the U.S., appearing in publications such 

as Obscurae, Surreal Beauty and Clockwork, as well as reaching 

almost iconic status in work with Brute Force Studios.

Wilder has achieved success in the world of mainstream 

modeling as well, most recently working with the Black Tape 

Project. 
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Dr. Phineas T. Kastle, a.k.a. ‘Doc Phineas’
Host of British Raj Tea and Tea Dueling and appearing in 
‘Steam’feld Follies and Nocturnal Paranormal Adventure

Dr. Phineas T. Kastle. Photo by John Frey

You’ve seen him on “Pawn Stars.” Meet him in person at Big River. 

Billed as “The inimitable Renaissance Man,” Doc is a veteran film, 

stage and TV personality, dancer, singer, college professor, occultist, 

champion tea dueler — a multilayered entertainer popular through-

out the Steampunk culture. He is the founder of the Steampunk 

Imaginarium, a museum in Las Vegas, and host of the Steamathon 

Convention. Look for Doc Phineas around the Steampunk Festival. 

There’s no telling where he may turn up.

Thomas Dean Willeford

Willeford has been at the forefront of the Steampunk movement 

since the 1980s. His custom prop and costume workshop, formerly 

known as Brute Force Leather and Fallen Angel Fashions, first 

started making corsets and costume pieces back in 1996, “...because 

there was so much badly made, mass-produced rubbish out there,” 

Willeford said. “We wanted to show the world that craftsmanship 

was still alive.”

In 2015, Willeford was one of the four experts on the GSN show 

“Steampunk’d” and continues to be 

an authority of all things Steampunk, 

featured in festivals and conventions 

worldwide.

Stop by and meet Willeford at his lair 

on Main Street or at one of the panels 

and seminars he’ll be hosting at the fes-

tival. He’s the author of two books, “Ste-

ampunk Gear, Gadgets and Gizmos” and 

“The Steampunk Adventurer’s Guide.”

Thomas Dean Willeford. 
Photo by Steampunk World’s 
Fair

Appearing on the Main Street stage and host of numerous 
seminars and workshops

Little Beard and the ScallyWags

Beard and the Wags are back for their fourth consecutive year at 

the Big River Steampunk Festival. The Scally Wags Pirate Comedy 

Show is one of the longest-running pirate acts in the U.S., performing 

at Ren Faires and Steampunk conventions. You also can buy them a 

beer pretty much any night at Finn’s, their preferred hangout while 

in Hannibal.

Emcees of the Main Street stage, appearing in ‘Steam’feld 
Follies and the Burley-Que
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Sammy Tramp
Emcee of the Burley-Que and appearing in ‘Steam’feld Follies

Sammy Tramp is a charming, lovable, scamp of a tramp, a 

throwback to the days of Chaplin and Keaton, and the good ol’ days 

of Vaudeville and Music Hall. Tramp was a founding member of 

Chicago’s Silent Theatre company, and also is the creator and artis-

tic director of the Beggar’s Carnivale, the Pocket Music Hall and the 

Traveling Flicker Factory. Tramp can be seen in ‘Steam’feld Follies 

as well as in several seminars; she also is the director and emcee of 

the Big River Steampunk Festival’s Burley-Que. Sammy Tramp. Photo by Brandy Jaquet

Airship Isabella
Airship Isabella is a mercenary ship for hire. Through the use 

of steam-powered generators, augmented by a mysterious essence 

known only as aether, the crew travels from dimension to dimension, 

from time to time, completing jobs, causing a ruckus, and ”collecting” 

goods from each individual world.. Visit Airship Isabella at their Air-

ship Docking Bay on Main Street. Airship Isabella. Photo by Beth Ann

Cosplayers, hosts of seminars and workshops

John ‘Grizzy’ Grzywacz

“Grizzy” has been recognized by the Occupa-

tional Safety and Health Administration’s National 

Office in Washington, D.C., as both a National Elec-

trical Code historian as well as “the best electrical 

safety trainer in the country.” Grizzy has trained 

OSHA compliance officers, appeared as OSHA’s 

electrical expert and guided electrical fatality 

investigations. 

Grizzy has collected electrical artifacts that he 

demonstrates in high-voltage keynote presenta-

tions. His audiences see a “slice of history;” his 

events have been characterized by attendees: “It’s 

like watching the History Channel, only live.”
Grizzy “Professor Sparks.” 
Photo by John Grzywacz

Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, and 
Professor Sparks in Frankenstein’s Laboratory
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Judas and Magnolia

Dr. Judas Lynch and Ms. Magnolia Strange have been working 

together for years. Lynch is a character of Stewart Minor, which 

started in the St. Louis cabaret scene and is inspired by the likes 

of Charlie Chaplan, Buster Keaton, Harry Houdini and the Amaz-

ing Randy. Stewart has studied with the Chicago Physical Theater, 

Circus Harmony and the Celebration Barn Theater. 

Strange is a character of Ashleigh Lynne Packard, who started her 

career by performing escapology among other magicians in the St. 

Louis area, and now works alongside Lynch. Strange also does solo 

performance in hoop, modeling and lyra.

Appearing on the Main Street stage and ‘Steam’feld Follies

Judas and Magnolia. Photo by James Hubbard
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Big River

‘Crazy Boy’ Coy Espinoza

‘Crazy Boy’ Coy Espinoza bills himself as “a professional idiot.” “My job consists of 

doing outrageous things and telling jokes while doing them. I make people laugh, and 

it makes me happy,” Espinoza said. 

Espinoza has been entertaining for years at Ren Faires and Steampunk conventions. Crazy Boy Coy. Photo by Julie Fridman

Sanjula Vamana

Appearing on the Main Street s≠≠≠≠≠≠tage, in ‘Steam’feld Follies and the 
Burley-Que

Appearing in the ‘Steam’feld Follies and the Burley-Que

As seen on “Ameri-

ca’s Got Talent,” San-

jula Vamana is known 

as the “Sultan of Suf-

fering.” He seemlessly 

binds the edges of 

almost certain death 

and human wonder-

ment into a quilt of 

perplexing paraphilias. Sanjula Vamana. Photo by Janice Pestana

Eva La Feva
Appearing in ‘Steam’feld Follies and the Burley-Que

Eva La Feva is a burlesque 

and belly dance performer 

and producer who has been 

delighting audiences for more 

a decade with her fluid, styl-

ized dance techniques and 

her emotive and theatrical 

approach.

Eva La Feva. Photo by Eva La Feva

St. Louis Mystery Company

Saint Louis Mystery Company has been performing murder mys-

teries since 1992 nationwide from Chicago to Salt Lake City. With 

“The Great Airship Adventure,” the group goes all out to bring the 

Steampunk experience to the members. Costumes are encouraged 

(but not required) for this event as the actors will be in costume. Au-

dience members will find themselves given a character for the event 

and will then be rubbing elbows with adventurers, scientists and all 

manner of Victorian characters.

Hosts of the Big River Murder Mystery at Planter’s Barn Theater
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Sio Bast

Making her debut at the Big River Ste-

ampunk Festival, Bast is part of Sammy 

Tramp’s troupe coming from Chicago to 

entertain the crowd. Bast is a popular 

burlesque performer in Chicagoland, 

appearing in such prestigious cabarets 

as Unbridled, No-Tell Cabaret, House of 

Blues, Uptown Underground and more.

Appearing in the Burley-Que

Sio Bast. Photo by Image Collective

Children of Proteus

This group is 

made up of cosplay-

ers, comic book 

authors, makeup 

artists and more. 

Cosplay is predomi-

nantly based on 

their own original 

characters within the 

worlds of Steampunk 

and mermaid folklore. 

Children of Proteus. Photo by Children of 
Proteus

Cosplayers and hosts of seminars and workshops
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Big River

Appearing on the Main Street Stage  
and in ‘Steam’feld Follies

Melinda Kaye

A college professor in 

music and voice, Melinda 

Kaye will be fascinating 

audiences with her mas-

tery of the Hurdy Gurdy, a 

crank-driven string instru-

ment that can produce the 

volume of several instru-

ments at once. n Melinda Kaye. Photo by Melinda Kaye

Professor Parker
Penny Farthing rider and ballroom dancing instructor

Professor Parker was the dance master 

of Entre’ Nous Club Victorian Dancers at 

Old Cowtown Museum for 18 years. He 

teaches and performs the waltz, qua-

drilles, contras and other dances with his 

wife Maddy Parker. He also demonstrates 

a penny farthing bicycle and offers rides 

during the festival. Prof. Jefferson Parker. 
Photo by Brandy Jaquet

STEAMPUNK PREMIUM EVENTS
Meeting of the Society 
For Fermented Alchemy
SePt. 1 • 7 p.m.
Cave Hollow West Winery, 217 Cave Hollow Road 
tickets: $15 per person, includes souvenir wine glass

You spoke, and we 

listened. You wanted a 

kick-off event on Friday 

night of the festival. You 

wanted to hobnob with 

world-class entertain-

ers, meet the vendors of 

the Great Midway, and 

commune with other 

Steampunkers who have 

gathered in Hannibal from around the globe. Here’s your chance. 

Music, food, wine and beer tastings and a complimentary souve-

nir wine glass will be offered at the meet-and-greet party.

Masquerade! at  
the Star Theater

Don your most exotic 

Steampunk mask and 

prepare to party at the 

Big River Masquerade. 

The Star Theater, built in 

1906, provides a splen-

did venue to immerse 

you in another place and time.

Dancing, a la carte menu, cash bar, themed merchandise and 

more make this event the premiere party of the Big River Steampunk 

Festival.

Eli August, This Way to the Egress to perform
SePt. 2 • Doors open at 6 p.m.
Star theater, 215 S. Main Street 
tickets: $20 per person
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Frankenstein’s Laboratory with Professor Sparks

In this electrifying event, making its debut at the Big River Ste-

ampunk Festival, see the high-voltage special effects devices used 

in vintage movies live on stage — arcing, sparking and throwing 

spectacular electrical bolts just as they did on the set when origi-

nally filmed.

• Learn about the history of these devices and the people be-

hind them such as Ken Strickfaden, who created many of the first 

high-voltage special effects for movies, as well as Nikola Tesla, the 

scientist who gave us today’s electricity.

• See the high-voltage special effects devices operating again live 

on stage for the first time since the filming of these classic films in 

the early 20th century.

• Witness the Tesla Coil, generating nearly a half-million volts 

throwing its large arcs and sparks on stage

• See a demonstration of the “electric chair” effect reminiscent of 

carnival sideshows where Miss Electra is completely impervious to 

electricity with arcs and flames emanating from her fingers.

Dr. Frankenstein’s Lab is a unique and extraordinary event 

steeped in electrical history, movie history, and spectacular (yet safe) 

visual displays of high voltage arcs, sparks and bolts of electricity 

demonstrated live on stage by Professor Sparks. 

Sept. 2 and 3 • times vary
 Bluff City theater, 212 Broadway 
tickets: $12 per person

Frankenstein’s Lab. Photo by John Grzywacz
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British Raj Afternoon Tea

Victorians were 

fascinated visiting 

all corners of the 

British Empire, and 

no destination was 

more exotic than 

the home of the Taj 

Mahal. Celebrate 

the pageantry and 

spiritualism of India 

with an expert of 

Asian antiquities 

and customs, Dr. 

Phineas T. Kastle. 

Learn the customs and traditions of the British Raj as you enjoy chai, 

samosas and other treats. Each guest may take their teacup and 

saucer as a souvenir.

Sept. 2 and 3 • 2:30 p.m.
Hannibal arts Council, 105 S. Main St. 
tickets: $20 per person, includes souvenir teacup and saucer

Nocturnal Paranormal Adventure

Not for the faint of heart, this late-night guided “investigation” 

of the old church, which dates to 1884, will have you searching for 

signs of paranormal activity using Haunted Hannibal Dowsing 

Rods.

Also, join Swami Doc Phineas for interactive psychic empower-

ment and an exploration of the spirits who may be present in this 

notoriously haunted location.

We cannot guarantee that you will have a paranormal experience 

in any of the spots you’ll explore, and we cannot guarantee that you 

won’t, either. Brought to you by Haunted Hannibal Ghost Tours and 

Dr. Phineas T. Kastle.

Sept. 2 • 11:30 p.m.
QpeX (former Catholic church), 515 Lyon St. 
tickets: $20 per person, includes souvenir dowsing rod

QPEX. Photo by QPEX

50% OFF
Kids Eyewear

with purchase of complete eyewear

$119 Contact Lens Package
See IEC for details. Not valid with other discount or insurance.

www.IEC2020.com

215 Progress Road Hannibal . 573-248-1616 



Hannibal Magazine     AUGUST 2017     17     



18    AUGUST 2017    Hannibal Magazine

Big River
STEAMPUNK FESTIVAL
‘Steam’feld Follies

Harkening back to the days of the glorious Ziegfeld Follies, this 

Big River revival will make you laugh, cry and be rendered spell-

bound as you enjoy the talent and showmanship of remarkable 

performers. This mélange of acts from across the United States — 

escape artists, aerials and trapeze, musicians, comedians, jugglers 

— will delight audiences of all ages. This is the most popular event 

of the festival, so be sure to reserve your tickets in advance.

Sept. 2 and 3 • 4 p.m.
Finn’s Food & Spirits, 214 n. Main St. 
tickets: $15 per person

The Burley-Que
Sept. 2 and 3 • times vary
Finn’s Food & Spirits, 214 n. Main St. 
tickets: $18 per person

Aerialists, comedians, rowdy rogue pirates, naughty novelty songs 

from the turn-of-the-20th century and more. You never know what 

Sanjula Vamana will do next. Have a rollicking good time of music 

and mirth featuring an amazing bill of after-hours entertainment 

geared for adults only. Must be 21 years of age to attend.

The Burley-Que, photo 
collage of Darling Violet. 
Collage by Aimee Mitchell

An all new adventure for 2017, and smaller group sizes this year. 

It is September 1898, and the Great Airship War has passed into 

history and the public has become interested in more practical uses 

for airships.

In August the New York World newspaper, sensing this trend of 

popularity, announced an airship race from New York to San Fran-

cisco, with a $50,000 prize for the ship with the best time. Who knew 

that one of the airships would be found drifting in the wind near 

Hannibal, Mo., with the crew dead at the controls. 

The St. Louis Murder Mystery Company invites you to participate 

in this interactive mystery. Prizes will be awarded for the best male 

Big River Murder Mystery, ‘The Great Airship Race’
Sept. 3 • 2:30 and 6 p.m.
planter’s Barn theater, 319 n. Main St. 
tickets: $12 per person

and female answers. This is your chance to sleuth in the tradition of 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Who.
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Labor Day Brunchtopia
Sept. 4• 10 a.m.
Airship Village, corner of Bird & Main streets 
tickets: $12 per person

Gather with your Ste-

ampunk friends for a de-

lightful outdoor catered 

brunch. Sip a mimosa 

while you reminisce 

about the weekend’s 

festivities and plan your 

final day of the 2017 Big 

River Steampunk Festi-

val. This special event 

has limited seating, 

so be sure to purchase tickets in advance.

Monday Brunch. Photo by Chronicle Lady

Historic Homes and  
Architectural Tour
Sept. 4• noon
Map to all locations will be provided 
tickets: $10 per person

Here’s an opportunity to visit the magnificent Victorian homes 

and architecturally significant buildings of Hannibal. Some of the 

most beautiful, and unusual, locations in Hannibal will open their 

doors and share their history and stories with you. Visit mansions 

on Millionaires’ Row in the Central Park Historic District, Victorian-

era buildings in the Main Street and Broadway historic districts, 

and unique homes tucked around the bluffs surrounding downtown. 

Homeowners and caretakers will greet you, and there will be plenty 

of photo opportunities for Steampunkers in costume.
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Step back 150 years to the genteel days of Antebellum Hannibal 

for an elegant cotillion aboard the Mark Twain Riverboat. Dance 

the night away to the musical stylings of Miss Jubilee as they inject 

their unique variety of authentic hot jazz, swing and rhythm and 

blues. Step outside the Victorian ballroom onto one of the two levels 

of open-air decks and experience the majesty of cruising the mighty 

Mississippi River under the stars. The Mark Twain is a replica of the 

old steamboats with decorative smokestacks, two levels of open-air 

decks, an enclosed indoor Victorian ballroom featuring a gaslight 

bar and an authentic, steam-powered calliope to sing you a tune. n

Time Traveler’s Ball
Sept. 3 • 9 a.m.
Aboard Mark twain Riverboat 
tickets: $28 per person

Mark Twain Riverboat. Photo by Steve Terry

STEAMPUNK FREE EVENTS

Main Street Parade
The fun begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 2, with the Big River 

Steampunk Main Street Parade and Opening Ceremonies. The parade 

begins at Central Park at 4th and Broadway and will make its grand 

promenade down Main Street, featuring the cast of characters who 

will appear throughout the weekend’s festivities. If you’re decked out 

in your Steampunk finery, feel free join the parade.

Immediately after the parade, the cortege of Queen Victoria will 

make its way to the Main Street Stage where Her Royal Highness will 

welcome all to the festival’s opening ceremonies. A trumpet fanfare 

and special appearances by dignitaries will signal the beginning of 

the festivities.

Full-immersion cosplay
Step back in time and become a part of living history at the Big 

River Steampunk Festival. With the backdrop of the historic 1840s to 

1890s buildings on Hannibal’s Main Street, the Victorian mansions of 

Millionaires’ Row and the churning waters of the mighty Mississippi, 

you can immerse yourself into your Steampunk persona and live the 

life of Hannibal’s 19th century Gilded Age. 

Cosplay is free to all participants. The 2017 Big River Steampunk 

Festival Guide, available free to festival-goers, will be your roadmap 

with hints, clues and instructions for the people to see, places to be and 

events that will propel you through your cosplay experience. Prizes, 

give-aways and more await you in historic downtown Hannibal.

Main Street entertainment stage
Big River Steampunk Festival will feature an array of entertainment 

directly on Main Street, made pedestrian-only during the festival. 

Comedians, jugglers, escape artists, rowdy pirates, singers, musicians, 

dancers and more will thrill and delight audiences of all ages. The 
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Main Street stage also will be the location of daily costume contest 

finals, the facial hair contest and other events. The Main Street stage is 

sponsored by LaBinnah Bistro, 207 N. Fifth St.

The Great Midway
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Great Midway, located in Kiwanis 

Park on the Mississippi riverfront.

Here you will find the 50-plus vendors from around the country with 

Steampunk costumes, accessories, hats and goggles, books, music, 

artwork and more. Food and refreshing beverages will be available. 

The Great Midway will be open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sun-

day and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday.

Costume contests
One of the most popular events of the Big River Steampunk Festival 

is the costume contest, and this year, a contest will be held each of the 

three days of the festival.

Contestants will “walk the red carpet” during the preliminary 

round at Finn’s Food & Spirits starting at 11 a.m. daily. Twelve final-

ists will then gather on the Main Street stage where the daily winner 

will be announced and awarded the 2017 Big River costume contest 

winner badge and $100 in Big River Fun Money to be redeemed at 

Great Midway merchant booths. The free contest is open to everyone, 

and is sponsored by Mississippi Marketplace, 217 N. Main St.

Facial hair contest
Do you have a special set of whiskers, a well-waxed mustache or 

amazing mutton chops? Show off your look during the festival’s free 

facial hair contest on Sunday, Sept. 3; it is sponsored by the Gallery 

Hair Salon, 220 S. Fifth St.

Seminars and workshops
Panelists and performers will discuss everything Steampunk at 

two locations throughout the festival — Creative Exchange at the 

Great Midway in Kiwanis Park and Planter’s Barn Theater, the former 

livestock barn (c. 1849) of the Old Planter’s Hotel, 319 N. Main St. The 

ConTinUeS on 22
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schedule for the seminars, panels, workshops and make-and-take 

items may be found in the Festival Guide at BigRiverSteampunkFesti-

val.com.

Airship Village
The 2017 Big River Steampunk Festival is proud to invite your  

Steampunk group to pull into port at the Airship Village.

Reserve your free space and set up a docking bay — tent or other 

pavilion — so your airship crew has a place to relax, meet up, regroup, 

party and enjoy the festivities. This is a chance to showcase your best 

Steampunk look by decorating your docking bay. A medal will be is-

sued to airship crew members with the most outstanding docking bay. 

Splendid teapot racing
Splendid teapot racing is a sport that began in New Zealand, and is 

spreading around the world. It is an obstacle course of candlesticks, 

ramps and a gateway that must be traversed using a remote-controlled 

teapot. Make your own RC teapot racer; prizes and badges will be 

awarded to the winners, with a special award for the most creative 

racer, and you can even bribe judges to help your chances of winning. 

Host is Lisa Rooney of Tallahassee, Fla. The course will be found on 

Main Street with races held both Saturday and Sunday.

Nerf dueling
R.U.S.T. Steampunk Society of Galesburg, Ill., again will host the Big 

River Steampunk Festival Nerf Dueling Competition. In a re-creation 

of a 19th century duel, contestants will use Steampunk weaponry 

repurposed from Nerf guns, and the foam darts will render contes-

tants eliminated yet in no way harmed.

For each contest, duelists stand back-to-back using the specially 

crafted pistols. At the drop of a lady’s handkerchief, they will advance 

seven paces, turn and shoot. If an opponent is hit by a dart, he or she is 

eliminated. If both are hit, or if both miss, a rematch will commence. 

If still neither manages to hit their marks, or if both are hit, the match 

shall be decided by rock/paper/scissors contest.

Registration for participants is a $1 donation to the R.U.S.T. Society; 

there is no charge to spectators. Duel schedules will be available in the 

2017 Big River Steampunk Festival Guide, available free at the festival.

Tea dueling
In February 2012 the American Society of Tea Dueling introduced 

this competitive sport at AnachroCon in Atlanta, although Tea Dueling 

has been practiced in the United Kingdom for quite some time.

Tea dueling is the art of dunking a tea biscuit (known as a cookie in 

the United States) into a “cup of brown joy,” soaking it for five seconds, 

and then lifting it into one’s mouth for a clean “nom” (as in “nom-nom-

nom”) — all without dripping tea, losing biscuit fragments into the tea 

or on the table and doing so after your fellow duelist.

Hosted by Dr. Phineas T. Kastle from Las Vegas, Tea Dueling cham-

pion, the event is free for both those who duel and those who witness.

Parasol dueling
New to the festival is parasol dueling, originated by Maxwell Mac-

Donald-Smythe (Kevin Jepson) and Madame Saffron (Jayne Barnard) 

in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Those who participate will learn the art of 

the “plant,” the “snub” and the “twirl” in an effort to outfox opponents. 

Instructions will be given by host Melinda Kaye of Springfield, Ill.

CoNTiNUeS FRom 21
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Photography Contest

If you capture a great moment at the 2017 Big River Steampunk Fes-

tival, email the image to: Info@BigRiverSteampunkFestival.com. The 

best-in-show winner will receive two all-access passes to the 2018 Big 

River Steampunk Festival.

Entries must be received no later than midnight Monday, Sept. 4. 

Three finalists will be chosen from photographs taken each day of the 

festival — Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Of the nine finalists, best 

in show will be chosen and announced on the Big River Steampunk 

Festival Facebook page no later than Wednesday, Sept. 6.

‘The Flickers’ Film Series
Join host Jorg Rochlitzer as he takes you back in time to the old 

hand-cranked days of “The Flickers,” early silent films projected with 

an authentic, period cinematograph. Jorg and his partner, Michael 

DeMar, are the duo behind DeRo Cinematography and are dedicated to 

“bringing back the golden days of silent films and period photography.” 

Films will be shown at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway. 

Ride a Penny Farthing
Prof. Jefferson Parker of Wichita, Kan., again will bring his penny 

farthing bicycle to Big River Steampunk Festival, riding throughout 

the festival. He will show you how to climb aboard — a great photo 

opportunity for your cosplay experience.

Steampunk open gaming
An array of Steampunk-themed gaming stations will be available at 

Java Jive, 211 N. Main St., for open gaming with your hosts, the Iowa 

Steamies Airship Horus.

For more information about events, including locations and sched-

ules, please refer to the free Big River Steampunk Festival guide or 

BigRiverSteampunkFestival.com.  n
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Now Over 70 Vendors!
From Antique to Unique

Open 7 days a week
109 S. 4th St., Hannibal, MO

573-231-4922
(2 blocks up from Main St.)

BUY ONE Regular Cone

FREEGET
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3650 Stardust Dr, Hannibal, MO 63401  |  hannibalregional.org  |  573-231-0660

Express Care at Walmart provides convenient, a ordable access 
to basic healthcare services, with no appointment necessary.

WE TREAT:
Sinus Infections, Insect Bites,
Upper Respiratory Infections
Poison Ivy, Rashes, Colds, 
Cough, Strep, Mono & More...

Museum
1. Mark Twain 
Boyhood  

Home & Museum
120 N. Main  
573-221-9010
2. Hannibal History 
Museum
200 N. Main   
573-248-1819
3. Karlocks Kars
114 S. Third | 573-719-3411

Landmark
1. Mark Twain 
Memorial  

Lighthouse
E. Rock Street
2. Tom & Huck Statue
North and Main Street.

Park
1. Central Park
450 Broadway

2. Kiwanis Park
150 Broadway 
(Riverfront)

Food
1. Chocolaterie 
Stam

103 N. Main   
573-221-0406
2. Java Jive
221 N. Main   
573-221-1017

Event Area
1. Hannibal 
Jaycees 

Tanyard Garden 
320 S. Third  
573-231-2787

Tourism
1. Hannibal 

Convention  
and Visitors Bureau
505 N. Third  
573-221-2477

Retail
1. Native 
American  

Trading Co.
115 N. Main | 573-248-3451
2. Danni Nicole’s
119 N. Main | 573-221-5066
3. Ava Goldworks
221 Center | 573-221-1928
4. Ralls County Clock 
Co.
207 N. Main   
573-221-4002
5. Mississippi 
Marketplace, LLC
217 N Main  
573-603-1063
6. Main Street 101
101 N. Main | 573-221-4803
7. Encore Emporium
109 S. Fourth   
573-231-4922
8. Savannah’s
114 N. Main | 573-221-4800
9. Rags to Riches
219 Center | 573-248-8272
10. Ayers Pottery
308 N. Third   
573-221-6960
11. Hannibal Arts Council
105 S. Main | 573-221-6545

Medical
1. Hannibal  
Regional 

Hospital
6000 Hospital Dr.   
573-248-1300
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events not to missBest Bets 
MONTH

Aug.	4 Discussion on da Vinci 

surgery system Page 5
Aug.	5 Mark Twain Corvette Club 

All-Corvette Show Page 47
Aug.	5 Wild and Wacky Art 

Adventure Pages 31, 42
Aug.	5 Kids in Motion Color in 

Motion fun run/walk Pages 35, 47
Aug.	5 Frate at Cave Hollow West 

Winery Page 35
Aug.	7 Muddy River Radio 

performs Page 32
Aug.	9 Breastfeeding mothers 

brunch Page 21
Aug.	9 Hannibal Lions pork steak 

dinner Page 48
Aug.	12 Bathe to Save at 

Glascock’s Landing Page 45
Aug.	12 Second Saturday 

Gallery Night Pages 38, 42 

Aug.	12	and	13 Bear Creek 

Rendezvous Page 34
Aug.	19 Logan Kammerer 

at Cave Hollow West 

Winery Page 35
Aug.	21 Muddy River 

Radio performs Page 32
Aug.	28	and	29 “The 

Glass Menagerie” at 

Bluff City Theater Page 
46
Aug.	29	Pickleball 

League registration 

Page 7
Sept.	1	through	4 

Big River Steampunk 

Festival Pages 3-23
Sept.	2 Pat Jones at 

Cave Hollow West Winery 

Page 35
Sept.	14 Muddy River 

Radio performs Page 32
Sept.	30 Beth Haven Car and 

Bike Show Page 33



28   JULY 2017    Hannibal Magazine

Hannibal riverboat schedule
Date	 Time	 Boat

Thursday, Aug. 10  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Saturday, Aug. 19  7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Aug. 20  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  American Queen

Sunday, Aug. 27  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Tuesday, Aug. 29  Noon to 5 p.m.  American Duchess

Thursday, Aug. 31  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Sept. 3  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Thursday, Sept. 7  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Sunday, Sept. 10  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  American Duchess

Thursday, Sept. 14  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Monday, Sept. 18  10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Louisiane

Friday, Sept. 29  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Louisiane

Sunday, Oct. 1  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Monday, Oct. 2  10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Louisiane

Wednesday, Oct. 4  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Oct. 8  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Friday, Oct. 13  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Louisiane

Sunday, Oct. 15  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Wednesday, Oct. 18  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Thursday, Oct. 19  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Sunday, Oct. 29  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Note: Docking schedule changes periodically. It is recommended to call the Hannibal 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 573-221-2477, to verify.
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Partnering with you to provide the best

Women’s Health Care

Call to make an
appointment today! 

537-231-3114

Why settle for BETTER when you can have the BEST? 
              Hannibal Clinic, where the patient comes first.

Ivan Trinh, MD, OB/GYN
is

Accepting
New Patients

Providing personal, 
expert care for women in 

all stages of life.
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H
annibal 

Regional has 

been selected 

by Modern 

Healthcare as 

one of the best places to work in 

health care in 2017. 

“Employers in today’s highly 

regulated health care industry 

face great challenges in recruit-

ing, engaging and retaining top 

talent, which is key to quality 

care and positive patient experi-

ences,” Aurora Aguilar, editor of 

Modern Healthcare, said. “I com-

mend those organizations that 

have risen to the occasion and 

have made the list of best places 

to work in health care.”

“Hannibal Regional is honored 

and humbled to receive this 

prestigious award. This award 

speaks volumes about the dedi-

cated team members we have at 

Hannibal Regional and their 

commitment to working together 

to guide our community to bet-

ter. I want to personally con-

gratulate our entire team on this 

recognition,” said Todd Ahrens, 

president and CEO of Hannibal 

Regional Healthcare System.

Now in its 10th year, the award 

program identifies and recogniz-

es outstanding employers in the 

health care industry nationwide. 

Modern Healthcare partners 

with the Best Companies Group 

on the assessment process, which 

includes an extensive employee 

survey.

“I am beyond proud of Hanni-

bal Regional for being recognized 

as one of Modern Healthcare’s 

best places to work in healthcare 

for 2017. As a team member, I see 

the ongoing efforts to make us 

the best place to work, including 

our team-member pharmacy and 

actively engaged senior leader-

ship. One of the greatest benefits 

of Hannibal Regional is our team, 

or more accurately our work 

family. We are so blessed to have 

a team of genuinely good, kind-

hearted people who support each 

other and care for our patients 

like family,” said Kim Runquist 

RN, director of ICU.  

Hannibal Regional will be 

honored at the 2017 best places to 

work awards dinner in Septem-

ber in Las Vegas.  

Hannibal Regional serves 

residents of the Tri-State area 

from more than 10 locations 

and includes Hannibal Regional 

Hospital, Hannibal Regional 

Medical Group and Hannibal 

Regional Foundation. Recognized 

by Healthgrades with a 2016 

Outstanding Patient Experi-

ence Award, Hannibal Regional 

is in the top 15 percent in the 

nation for this category. In ad-

dition, Hannibal Regional has 

also received the 2017 Coronary 

Intervention Excellence Award, 

placing it in the top 5 percent in 

the nation for coronary inter-

ventional procedures, and a 2017 

Joint Replacement Excellence 

Award from Healthgrades, which 

places it among the top 10 percent 

in the nation for joint replacement 

procedures. Hannibal Regional 

Medical Group is a growing 

multispecialty physician group 

delivering primary, specialty and 

express care services at multiple 

locations in northeast Missouri. 

For more information on Han-

nibal Regional, visit hannibalre-

gional.org. n

Hannibal Regional recognized as one of  
best places to work in health care in 2017

From left,  Human Resources Vice President Susan Wathen, ICU Di-
rector Kim Runquist, Nutrition Services’ Dollye Bradshaw, Hannibal 
Regional President and CEO Todd Ahrens, Plant Operations’ Steve 
Swan , Housekeeping’s Debbie Taylor and Hannibal Regional Medi-
cal Group’s Dr. Richard Valuck stand together after the organization 
was  recognized as one of Modern Healthcare’s best places to work in 
health care. Submitted Photo

| hospital.hannibalregional.org

W
e know 

the last 

thing you 

want to 

do on the 

way home from the hospital is 

make another stop.

Hannibal Regional recently 

began offering a new service for 

patients to help eliminate having 

to do this: the Bedside Medication 

Delivery Service. As a patient you 

now have the opportunity to have 

your new prescriptions filled before 

leaving the hospital. The hospital 

pharmacy accepts major prescrip-

tion insurance cards, including 

Missouri Medicaid. You will 

receive a personalized visit with a 

pharmacist who will explain your 

new medication and possible side 

effects and answer questions.

Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday through Friday.

Here are patient benefits of the 

new service:

• Reduced chance of readmis-

sion.

• Improved health literacy.

• Improved compliance.

• Corrections or changes to 

medications can be made before 

the patent leaves the hospital.  

For information on the new ser-

vice, contact Hannibal Regional 

Pharmacy directly by calling 573-

248-5744. n

Hannibal Regional  providing Bedside Medication Delivery Service
| hospital.hannibalregional.org



Hannibal Magazine     AUGUST 2017     31     

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

mdc.mo.gov

Stay in touch with 
nature happenings.

To receive emails or texts, sign up at
mdc.mo.gov/govdelivery

Wild and 
Wacky Art  
Adventure

T
he Hannibal Arts Council created the Wild and 

Wacky Art Adventure to provide positive and 

healthy activities during which parents and 

children can interact, work side by side, explore 

creativity and, in some ways, strengthen the sense 

of family. The event is free, thanks to the sponsorship of local busi-

nesses and organizations in partnership with the Hannibal Arts 

Council.  

Each year about 400 children and children-at-heart enjoy the 

event, which is open to children ages 3 through 12 and families. It 

will be 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Aug. 5, at Hannibal’s Central Park.  

This year’s theme  — Animal Planet — will be packed with projects 

featuring creatures from around the world.    

This year’s projects will include annual favorites Masterpiece 

T-Shirts,  cool animal photo opportunities and Friends of Historic 

Hannibal’s Box Town in addition to new theme-related projects — 

painted porcupine, sea turtle clay sculpture, folded-paper slithery 

snake, hiding-tiger drawing and 3-D whale. In addition, there will be 

yoga for children with Twisted Juniper Yoga.

For more information on the Wild and Wacky Art Adventure, 

contact the Hannibal Arts Council at 573-221-6545 or findit@han-

nibalarts.com, like the Facebook page, or go to the website at han-

nibalarts.com. n

AUG. 5 • 9 a.m. to noon
Central Park

| hannibalarts.com
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T
he month of 

August is 

designated 

as Missouri 

Breastfeeding 

Month by the Missouri Depart-

ment of Health. The theme for 

this year’s celebration is Support 

Breastfeeding, which showcases 

the importance of breastfeeding 

for mothers and babies.

Hannibal Regional is plan-

ning to celebrate our local 

breastfeeding mothers and ba-

bies at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 

9, with a brunch in the mall area 

of the hospital.

More than 81 percent of 

mothers in the United States 

choose to breastfeed. Mother’s 

milk is very different from for-

mula. Breast milk contains live 

cells, growth factors and other 

substances that regulate the 

immune-response system. These 

cells mean milk is a living tissue 

— like blood — with the ability 

to influence the development 

of other tissues in the body. In 

the early weeks of breastfeed-

ing there are as many white 

blood cells in milk as there are 

in blood, working to keep a baby 

healthy. Breast milk contains 

many nutrients that are es-

sential for the baby’s health 

and development and cannot 

be reproduced. Breastfeeding 

provides unmatched benefits to 

both mother and baby.

Hannibal Regional is a desig-

nated Milk Depot. This means 

that mothers with an abun-

dance of breast milk now have a 

convenient way to donate their 

milk to other babies in need of 

breast milk. The Milk Depot has 

had an overwhelming response 

with milk donations. To date 

over 35,100 ounces of milk have 

been donated by local mothers. 

The Milk Depot offers an easy 

way for mothers in the com-

munity to give their milk to the 

most vulnerable preterm and 

sick infants. This is done at no 

cost to the donating mother.

Call the Breastfeeding Warm-

line at 573-406-2122 for more 

information.

Hannibal Regional Hospital, 

designated as a Baby-Friendly 

Hospital, works to assist 

mothers to meet their goals 

and successfully breastfeed. 

One service offered in support 

of this mission is the support 

group Honeysuckle Café, which 

meets twice weekly: Mondays 

at 5 p.m. and Wednesdays at 10 

a.m. The Honeysuckle Café is a 

place where mothers can enjoy 

support from other mothers 

and the expertise of a lactation 

consultant if needed. The goal is 

to troubleshoot problems in the 

early days of nursing and also 

be a community for support as 

baby grows. For more informa-

tion about the Honeysuckle Café 

group, please call 573-248-5161. 

You do not need to register to at-

tend, and siblings are welcome. 

For questions about breastfeed-

ing, please call Hannibal Re-

gional Hospital’s Breastfeeding 

Warmline at 573-406-2122. n

Breastfeeding celebration: The gift of breast milk

Submitted Photo

| hospital.hannibalregional.org

M
uddy River Radio is a catch phrase for a 

troupe of voice actors who breathe life into 

old radio scripts.

The group began performing last year at 

Hannibal’s Rialto Theater on Broadway and 

has relocated to Java Jive, 211 N. Main St.

This year’s remaining shows will take place at 6:30 p.m. on Mon-

day, Aug. 7; Monday, Aug. 21; and  Thursday, Sept. 14

Each of this season’s presentations features episodes from “The 

Baby Snooks Show,” “Doc Savage: The Man of Bronze” and “Gun-

smoke” with extra elements of fun and variety. 

In addition — to celebrate the solar eclipse anticipated Monday, 

Aug. 21 — the troupe will present the original Ford Theater broad-

cast of “A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court” that day at 

Cave Hollow West Winery at the Mark Twain Cave Complex, 217 

Cave Hollow Road.

The presentation will begin at noon inside the winery, and then at-

tendees may step outside to experience the eclipse, which will occur 

at approximately 1:15 p.m.

The radio play is based on the book by Mark Twain — in the scene, 

the protagonist, Hank, saves himself by accurately predicting an 

eclipse.

All shows are free and open to the public; freewill donations are 

accepted. n

| facebook.com/events/1828319520761903/

Radio-theater troupe sets three performances
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H
annibal Aquatic Center was host to high-seas 

adventure in June when 19 boats participated in a 

cardboard boat race.

Navigating the waters in boats they created, 

young skippers and first mates found some of the 

boats a little more seaworthy — and some sank immediately upon 

the crew coming aboard.

The race, sponsored by Hannibal Parks and Recreation, came 

down to the wire, as the fastest boats competed in the last heat. 

The winners were as follows: 

Best dressed
• First: William Rolsen and Jordyn Schmelzle

• Second: Adyson Ryan-Davis and Chevelle Pope

• Third: Kael Viehmann and Gage Conrad 

Fastest
• First: Prestan Schanbacher and Zane Lomax

• Second: Alex Arthaud and Patrick Arthaud

• Third: Jocelyn Clark and Andrew Clark

Titanic award
• First: Jay Arnold and Calvin Biggs

• Second: Isaiah Fessenden and Hannah Fessenden

• Third: Terner Otten and Ben Schisler

Hannibal Aquatic Center Aquatics Director Jenna McDonald said 

crew members and observers enjoyed the fun and drama, and the 

2018 race has been tentatively scheduled for June 23. n

Cardboard boat race 
draws fleet of 19
| hannibalparks.org
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Call now to book your 2017 Event
(Wedding, Reunion, Meeting, Baby Shower and More)

Pool party package includes access to our indoor pool as well as the 
Coral Room that seats up to 40 people for up to 5 hours.

Our Lobby Bar is Open to the Public. Happy Hour 5-7pm

Contact the banquet/office manager at
573-221-4000  

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday–Friday.

liz.propst@qualityinnhannibal.com
120 Lindsey Dr.  • Hwy 36 • Hannibal , MO

Plan Your Next Event 
With Us.

Bear Creek Rendezvous

B
ear Creek Rendezvous returns Saturday and Sunday, 

Aug. 12 and 13, to the Mark Twain Cave complex, 

300 Cave Hollow Road. The annual event commemo-

rates the early 1800s through the explorations of 

Lewis and Clark.

During that era, mountain men, fur trappers, travelers and Native 

Americans gathered at specific river banks to display their wares. 

They bartered, traded and sold and swapped items such as pelts, 

skins, guns and other weapons and jewelry for commodities includ-

ing coffee, sugar, whiskey and rum.

The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the country in 1803, 

and Meriwether Lewis and William Clark began exploring a passage 

from St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean. Following Lewis and Clark was 

Manuel Lisa, representing the Missouri Fur Company of St. Louis. 

Luis was searching for traders to supply the company with skins 

and pelts — beaver pelts were in high demand to create top hats and 

other clothing items.

John Jacob Astor, Daniel Boone and the Missouri Fur Company 

would trade as many as 500,000 muskrat pets and deer and buffalo 

hides with Native Americans and settlers of the new frontier.

Hunters and trappers worked throughout the winter when pelts 

were at their thickest, and, therefore, would command a higher trad-

ing value. Trading would take place during the summer when river 

navigation was optimal. This became known as the Rendezvous Era, 

with traders returning from the days-long events with pelts, plus 

Indian-crafted jewelry, souvenir animal claws and beads and other 

ornaments.

The events included games of chance and contests of skill and 

sport, as well as dancing, feasting, music and campfire storytelling. 

The Bear Creek Rendezvous introduces families to the commerce, 

dress, entertainment, skills and food of the era. It includes an open-

air market, story-telling and lie-swapping, authentic food and drinks, 

demonstrations of activities of the period, children’s games, tribal 

music with drums and flutes and dancing.

Bear Creek Rendezvous is sponsored by the Tri-State Standing 

Bear Council, which educates people about tribal history and culture.

Hours are 9 a.m. to dusk Saturday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday.

Omeyocan Dancers will perform at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday 

and at 12:30 p.m. Sunday. n

| office@marktwaincave.com 

Aug. 12 And 13
Mark Twain Cave complex, 300 Cave Hollow Road

Submitted Photo
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    Levering Regional    
  Health Care Center

1734 Market Street, Hannibal

573-221-2930

A Guiding Light in Health Care

Our compassionate team provides
     Long-term care placement
     Rehabilitation home services
     Secure residential care facility 
     State-of-the-art therapy
 

Hot Summer Days!

Kids in Motion 
sponsors color 
fun run/walk

K
ids in Motion and Homebank will sponsor a 5k 

fun run/walk — Color in Motion — Saturday, Aug. 5.

The event will take on a 1980s theme with mu-

sic, costumes and more.

The event will begin at 9 a.m. at Admiral Coontz 

Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive,  with last-minute reg-

istrations and individual warm-ups starting at 8 a.m. The 5K will go 

through Sodalis Park, and the Kids in Motion participants will be 

along the route to douse runners in color.

Preregistration is encouraged in order to be guaranteed a T-shirt. 

Teams and individuals may register online at raceroster.com/12905 

or obtain forms at Douglass Community Services, 711 Grand Ave. 

Cost is $15 for those through age 12 and $25 for those 13 years 

old and older. Teams of five or more people receive a $5 discount per 

person.

Packet pick-up is 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 4, at the recreation 

center. 

A prize will be awarded to the participant with the best ’80’s cos-

tume. Recognition will be given to the male and female who finish 

first. The largest team will not only receive the coveted team trophy, 

but also will be treated to a home-cooked meal by the Kids in Motion 

at First Presbyterian Church in Hannibal. 

Other event sponsors include The Hannibal Clinic, Scottrade, 

Hannibal Regional Healthcare System, Inc., Abel Oil Company, 

Independent’s Service Co., Prestige Realty, O’Donnell Funeral Home, 

Refreshment Services Pepsi and Hannibal Parks and Recreation 

Department.

More information is available by calling 573-221-3892, ext. 246, or 

573-231-1775. n

| hannibalkidsinmotioncom

Aug. 5 • 9 a.m.
Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive
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NATIONAL TOM SAWYER DAYS

Paint covers the face of a fence-painting competitor during National 
Tom Sawyer Days in Hannibal.  Girls and pee-wee painting contests 
were new to NTSD this year. Photo by Phil Carlson

Clay Dexheimer, 11, of Hannibal competes during the Local Fence-
Painting competition. Boys ages 10 to 13 from across the U.S. flock to 
Hannibal every year for the National Fence-Painting competition. 
Photo by Phil Carlson

Players go for the ball during Mud Volleyball at National Tom Sawyer 
Days.  More than 60 teams signed up for the competition. Photo by Phil 
Carlson

Josh Niemeyer grabs his son, Braden, at the finish line during the Lo-
cal Fence-Painting competitions. The fence-painting competition is a 
highlight of every NTSD. Photo by Phil Carlson
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NATIONAL TOM SAWYER DAYS

Abigail Rose Benning performs with the Hannibal High School Marching Band during the Fourth of July Parade in Hannibal. The parade 
is part of National Tom Sawyer Days. Photo by Jake Shane

Nathan Warren, 2, rides on a car during National Tom Sawyer Days 
in Hannibal. The event had multiple carnival rides and events for 
children. Photo by Jake Shane

People let out a scream while on a roller coaster at National Tom 
Sawyer Days in Hannibal. The carnival was open June 28 to July 4.  
Photo by Jake Shane

Go to hannibalmag.com/national-tom-sawyer-days-2017 to view more photos.
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Artist brings her ‘bucket list’ pieces to gallery

|	By	Bella	Erakko
 allianceartgallery.com

Jewelry by Erika Wolfe is will be featured in August at the Alliance Art Gallery. Submitted Photo

AUG. 12 • 5 p.m.
Downtown Hannibal

W
hen we 

think 

“art,” we 

usually 

consider 

location: where will I hang it; 

what table will I place it on — 

the exception being handcrafted 

jewelry. We wear what we love. It 

goes with us, with great joy and 

pleasure. 

The 2nd Saturday Alliance 

Art Gallery’s guest artist, Erika 

Wolfe, is bringing what she calls 

her “Bucket List and Signature 

Pieces,” along with a selection of 

earrings, for this special exhibit 

at the gallery, with an Aug. 12 

opening reception.

“I draw everything from 

scratch. The pieces I am exhibit-

ing come from my bucket list — 

stones I’ve had for a long time or 

ones requiring a fairly compli-

cated design. I am 81. I have been 

doing this for a long time. Some 

pieces are very exacting and 

time consuming,” Wolfe said.

The bucket-list stones she 

talks about range from topaz 

to a rare silver-and-quartz gem 

she has owned for more than 25 

years.

Wolfe explains: “These pieces 

express my personal reflection 

well. They go to my principals. 

I stress the geometric because I 

believe it to be a visual force that 

is easily understood — a kind of 

universal law that expresses an 

absolute dimension.” She adds, 

“My pieces set up a field of ten-

sion in which various forces play 

and interact.”

With a master’s degree in 

silversmithing from California 

State University, Wolfe taught 

high school students until early 

retirement in 1996. Leaving Cali-

fornia for Keokuk, Iowa, brought 

her closer to her growing family 

and gave her the opportunity 

to begin delving into her “mind 

sketches” — envisioned works 

melding stone into silver set-



Hannibal Magazine     AUGUST 2017     39     

Artist brings her ‘bucket list’ pieces to gallery

Jewelry by Erika Wolfe is will be featured in August at the Alliance 
Art Gallery. Submitted Photo

ConTinUeS on 40

tings. She does no lost-wax 

casting, preferring to fabricate 

her pieces exclusively from silver 

sheet and wire stock. For her, 

the emphasis is on texture and 

geometry, using roller printing, 

fusing and other techniques.

She achieves an incredible 

balance between stone and set-

ting, neither one  
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Constantly 
worried about  
Mom or Dad?

Choosing a care facility for your 
loved one’s “home away from 
home” is a difficult decision. 

Luther Manor’s goal is to fulfill 
not only each resident’s physical, 
mental, and emotional needs,  
but social and spiritual as well.

•  24-hour Licensed 
Nursing Staff

•  In-house Physical 
Therapy

•  Contract with 
Licensed Physical, 
Occupational, and 
Speech Therapy

•  In-house Podiatry, 
Optometry, Lab & 
X-Ray

Luther Manor
Retirement & Nursing Center

3170 Hwy 61  Hannibal, MO

573-221-5533    
www.luthermanorhannibal.com

For all of your roofing needs
Call Scott Today!

Licensed & Insured

Trusted hometown roofing since 1998

Scott 
Anderson’s 

Roofing

573-231-6788

The photography of Connie Stephens will be on display in August 
at the Alliance Art Gallery. Submitted Photo

ConTinUeS FRom 39

dominating, each perfectly balanced against the other. The resulting 

beauty becomes art one can wear, with sheer delight.

And her plans for the future?

“This exhibit may be my one last big hurrah. But I’ll keep on work-

ing. It is God’s gift,” she says.

Connie Stephens
            

Like many photographers, Alliance’s featured member artist Con-

nie Stephens snapped pictures of family and vacations, using simple 

point-and-shoot cameras. Then came the grandchildren and she 

wanted perfect unique photographic remembrances of them. That, 

for her, opened the door into the world of photography and after that 

a camera rarely left her hand.

“My husband and I loved to travel all the time: Niagara Falls, Bar 

Harbor, Glacier National Park, and, of course, many trips to Branson.”

Today she uses the sophisticated DSLR — digital single lens reflex 

— camera that shoots both a “live” and “digital” image. This can open 

a pandora’s box of fun for the photographer.

“I can take a picture, for example, of a buffalo that is almost en-

tirely black, and pull something spectacular from it,” Stephens said.

Just back from a road trip to the Southwest, she admits that New 

Mexico, for her, is a “land of enchantment,” filled with “so much color 

— sunsets, red rocks, blue skies, all the shades of green.” On this trip, 

she particularly noticed the abundance of paintings on the sides of 

buildings, viaducts, columns, even barrier poles in Santa Fe.

Using several software products, she works with each recorded 

image to express her remembered feeling of the scene. Often it is even 

more vibrant, more alive, than the photo could capture that day. For 

her, photography connects us in an almost spiritual way to nature. It 

allows us to experience gratitude for the abundance, the beauty, the 

wonder of our world.

The opening reception for Wolfe and Stephens will be 5 to 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Aug. 12, and coincides with Hannibal’s Second Saturday 

Gallery Night. n
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Hannibal 

Arts
HANNIBAL ARTS 
COUNCIL GALLERY
 
HAC GALLERY HOURS
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
 
Up UNTiL AUG. 5
Sponsored by: Milly Johnson, Kyle & Greta Mack and Rita Plowman
         
THREE pERSpECTiVES
Debra Scoggin-Myers, Painting
Lisa Wiese, Clay
Karl Warma, Figurative Drawings/Paintings

pERSpECTiVE, pROpORTiON AND pATTERN 
Open Show

THE pHOTOGRApHY CHANNEL
Texture
 
AUG. 11 TO SEpT. 9
Sponsored by: IEC and Missouri Arts Council
 
Opening Reception: 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, August 11
Reception Hosts: Friday Writers Group
 
CREATiVE EXpRESSiONS

Barry Messer, paintings and figures

Richard Dutton, painting

BEST OF MiSSOURi FEATURED ARTiST

Allison Norfleet Bruenger, jewelry

pROJECT STREET ART COLLECTiVE

CONTiNUES ON 42
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THE PHOTOGRAPHY CHANNEL: ARCHITECTURE
To enter the Photography Channel: Architecture submit digital 
photos by Wednesday, August 9. Entries should feature architecture 
— buildings, full shots of buildings to close-ups of architectural details. 
Open to ages 13 and up. Attach up to five digital photos to an email (or 
send in separate emails) and send to kerrieo@hannibalarts.com.  Put 
your name in the subject line or in the body of the email so that partici-
pants may be identified with their photos. For more details, go to Exhibit 
Opportunities at hannibalarts.com.
 

ARTY PARTY

 
Go to the Arty Party page at hannibalarts.com to find out more about 
August Arty Party programs.

Arty Party programs are designed for those looking to have a fun 
time while creating art and those with no prior painting experience. 
It’s simple. We provide the supplies and professional artist to lead you 
through the project, and you provide the creativity and snacks and 
beverages (optional). All programs are held at the Hannibal Arts Council, 
105 S. Main St.

Arty Party programs are only $25 for HAC members and $35 for the 
general public and employees of Hannibal Regional Healthcare System. 
Participants must be 18 years of age or older to participate. 
 
SECOND SATURDAY GALLERY NIGHT 
Fun. Friends. Art. You could 
even win some art. Enjoy 
Downtown Hannibal’s 
participating galleries on 
Second Saturday Gallery 
Night. Walk from gallery to 
gallery, stop for a special 
ice cream, chocolate or 
coffee treat, maybe even 
take in a movie or dinner 
afterwards. 
 
Saturday, August 12, 5 to 
8 p.m.

• Hannibal Alliance Art 
Gallery, 112 N. Main St., with 
drawing for a piece of artwork at 6 p.m.

CONTINUES FROm 41 • Milly’s Abby Rose Gallery, 110 N. Main St., with drawing for a piece of 
artwork at 6:30 p.m.
• Gallery 310, 310 N. Main St., with drawing for a piece of artwork at 7 p.m.
 
WILD & WACKY ART ADVENTURE 

The Hannibal Arts Council’s Wild and Wacky Art Adventure is a free, 
hands-on art festival for kids ages 3 to 12. The festival takes place from 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Aug. 5, at Central Park.
 

2017 THEME AND PROJECTS: Animal Planet. Creative fun for the 
entire family. This year’s theme-related project will include painted 
porcupine, sea turtle clay sculpture, folded paper slithery snake, hiding 
tiger drawing, 3D whale. Back again this year are masterpiece T-shirts, 
box town and a fun animal photo opportunity.
 
ART IN THE OPEN BILLBOARD CONTEST 
 
Adult and Youth Divisions

Entries are now being ac-
cepted for Fourth Annual 
ART IN THE OPEN Billboard 
Art Contest to promote the 
arts in the Hannibal area. The 
top five winners in the Adult 
Division and first place in the 
Youth Division will have their 
images featured on a series 
of billboards and digital 
billboards in Hannibal and 
Quincy, Ill.  

The contest is being coordinated by the Hannibal Arts Council in part-
nership with Lamar Outdoor Advertising and Independent’s Service 
Company.

The contest is open to professional and non-professional artists 18 years 
of age or older and children 13 to 17 who live within a 50-mile radius of 
Hannibal

CONTEST GUIDELINES: hannibalarts.com
DEADLINE:  Sept. 1. n
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Hannibal Pirates • Palmyra Panthers   
Mark Twain Tigers • Monroe City Panthers

REgionaL   
EnTERTainMEnT 
gUiDE  

SEPTEMBER 2017

Football
preview

IN NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE
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Parks & rec  calendar
www.hannibalparks.org8

Keep in Touch
More information available at hannibalparks.org

Sign up for bimonthly e-newsletter.

Follow Hannibal Parks on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram

Wild and Wacky art Extravaganza 

9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Aug. 5 at Central Park, sponsored by Hannibal 

Arts Council. Free interactive arts and education event for children. Each 

participant gets free pass to Hannibal Aquatic Center for Aug. 6.

 
color in Motion 5k run/Walk:  
Back to thE 80s  

New this year, a costume contest.

Starting at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center 9 a.m. Aug. 5, route goes 

through Sodalis Nature Preserve. Register at  Douglass Community 

Services (711 Grand Ave 

in Hannibal) or online at 

www.raceroster.com.

 
Fall PicklEBall 
at adMiral 
coontz 
rEcrEation 
cEntEr 

Registration due Aug. 29. 

Competitive league will be 

Tuesdays Sept. 5 to Oct. 10 

with tournament Oct. 17; 

leisure and intermediate 

league will be Thursdays 

Sept. 7 to Oct. 12. More 

information by calling 

573-221-0154 or www.

hannibalparks.org

 
BathE to savE 
Mutts on thE 
MississiPPi 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 

Aug. 13 at Nipper Park

Dog grooming in giant 

recreational vehicle 

to raise money and 

awareness for Northeast Missouri Humane Society, food, music, 

vendors, free activities for kids.

 
hanniBal aquatic cEntEr 
Open noon to 6 p.m. every day. Last day of the season Aug. 13.

 
 

indoor horsEshoE lEaguE at adMiral 
coontz rEcrEation cEntEr 

Registration due Sept. 5, league begins Sept. 11. $20 per person, register 

at City Hall, 320 Broadway, more information from Aron Lee, 573-221-

0154, alee@hannibal-mo.

gov

                                                                  
hanniBal raMP 
Park 

Open noon to dusk every 

day. Starting Thursday, 

Aug. 17, open 3:45 to dusk 

weekdays and noon to 

dusk weekdays.

 
night hikE 
through sodalis 
naturE PrEsErvE 

7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Friday, 

Aug. 25. Meet at parking lot 

of Sodalis Nature Preserve, 

hike up to the bat caves, 

exploring nature signs 

along the way. Pause for a 

story at the top then return 

in the dark with sensory 

awareness activities. Hike 

will be on paved paths, 

about 2 miles. Free but 

reservations must be made 

by calling Hannibal Parks & 

Recreation at 221-0154 or 

emailing mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov

Big rivEr sand vollEyBall tournaMEnt 
Starting at  3 p.m. Aug. 12 at Southside Sand Volleyball Courts. $30 per 

team before Aug. 1, $50 after Aug. 1; free food and drinks, 6 v 6 co-ed 

tournament for ages 13 and up. More information from 573-629-1755. n
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T
he Bathe to Save tour, spearheaded by the Amos 

family and their dog, Bubbles, is headed to Hanni-

bal as one of the stops on its national tour. Cater-

ing to all breeds and sizes of dogs, the Bathe to 

Save National Tour brings HydroDog’s traditional 

grooming services to communities, animal rescue groups/organiza-

tions and businesses across the U.S. not only to raise awareness of 

the benefits of animal adoption, but to save the lives of dogs.

Bathe to Save will dock its family RV and the HydroDog on Satur-

day, Aug. 12, at Glascock’s Landing.

HydroDog, a mobile dog-grooming system, will be available to 

wash dogs for a $20 donation that will benefit the Northeast Mis-

souri Humane Society.

The event also will include local vendors, food, music, face paint-

ing, doggie arts and crafts and pet specialists. McDonald’s will 

distribute free Big Mac coupons. Hannibal’s 2 Besties Biscuits will 

sponsor a water station for dogs as well as a peanut-butter-licking 

contest, with registration the day of the event.

Northeast Missouri Humane Society will have a kissing booth, offer-

ing puppy kisses, and Younique Art will offer painting with a pooch.

For more information, go to bathetosave.com or call 573-822-0616. n

Bathe to Save tour headed to Hannibal
AUG. 12
Glascock’s Landing, 100 Center St.

|	 bathetosave.com

Photo via bathetosave.com



46    AUGUST 2017    Hannibal Magazine

AUGUST  local events

FridAy, JUly 28

7:30 p.m. Night Hike through Sodalis Nature Preserve, 819 Ely. Free. 

Meet at the parking lot of Sodalis Nature Preserve, where people will hike 

to the bat caves, exploring nature signs along the way. Pause for a story 

at the top, then return in the dark with sensory awareness activities. The 

hike will be on paved paths — about 2 miles guided by nature educator 

Gale Rublee. Reservations must be made by calling the HPR Office at 573-

221-0154 or by e-mailing MLRichards@hannibal-mo.gov

7: 30 p.m. “The Glass Menagerie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway. 

Cost $26. Considered one of the greatest plays ever written about dys-

functional families, “The Glass Menagerie” is set in St. Louis during the 

early days of WWII. It won the New York Drama Critics award in 1945 and 

launched Tennessee Williams’ career in modern American theater. The 

theater welcomes Sydney Grosberg Ronga to her directing debut at Bluff 

City Theater. Based in New York City and St. Louis, Ronga is a critically 

acclaimed director and educator who has recently worked with the New 

Jewish Theater, Insight Theater and the St. Louis Black Rep Theater in St. 

Louis as well as many others. She loves working in intimate spaces, and 

“The Glass Menagerie” is a wonderful play for her to ply her craft as Bluff 

City closes the 2017 season.

SATUrdAy, JUly 29
7: 30 p.m. “The Glass Menagerie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway.

ThUrSdAy, AUG. 3

1 p.m. Early Enrollment Day at Hannibal-LaGrange University, 2800 

Palmyra Road. New students who attend an enrollment day on campus 

will have the opportunity to meet their adviser, register for their first se-

mester of classes, finalize financial aid, take care of unfinished business 

with student accounts, receive important information on housing and 

new student orientation, and get their photo ID and parking permit from 

public safety. The University Bookstore will be open for the purchase of 

HLGU gear. For more information, call 573-629-3264 or email admis-

sions@hlg.edu.

TUeSdAy, AUG. 1
3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 
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AUGUST  local events
WedneSdAy, AUG. 2

3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

ThUrSdAy, AUG. 3
3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

FridAy, AUG. 4
3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

SATUrdAy, AUG. 5
9 a.m. Color in Motion 5K Fun Run and Walk at Admiral Coontz Recre-

ation Center, 301 Warren Buffet Drive. Cost $12 for children (up to 12 years 

old), $25 for adults (13 and older) and teams of five or more people will re-

ceive a $5 per person discount. This year’s event will feature a new twist. 

It’s a throwback to the 1980s complete with ’80s rock, costumes and so 

much more. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged in order to be guar-

anteed a shirt. The 5K will go through Sodalis Park, and the KIM children 

will be there to cheer and douse the participants with color throughout 

the course. Teams and individuals may register at raceroster.com/12905 

or by picking up forms at Douglass Community Services, 711 Grand Ave. 

To guarantee a shirt, participants should register by July 22. 

10 a.m. Mark Twain Corvette Club All-Corvette Show on Main Street. 

Enjoy Main Street filled with Corvettes from different eras. For more 

information, call 573-248-8923.

ConTinUeS on 48
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AUGUST  local events

MondAy, AUG. 7

3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., Pal-

myra, Mo. TOPS promotes successful, affordable weight management. 

Visitors are welcome to attend their first TOPS meeting free of charge.

TUeSdAy, AUG. 8
3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

WedneSdAy, AUG. 9

11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Hannibal Lions pork steak dinner at Central Park, 

North Fourth Street. Cost $8. The Hannibal Lions Club will hold its annual 

pork steak dinner 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. at Central Park, Fourth 

and Broadway. Carryouts will be available. Tickets are $8. In the case 

of rain, the event will move to the Y Men’s Pavilion at First and Hill. All 

proceeds from the fundraiser go to help people in the community with 

eyeglasses, eye exams and other eye-related health issues.

3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

ThUrSdAy, AUG. 10
1 p.m. Queen of the Mississippi riverboat docking at Glascock’s Landing, 

100 Center. Welcome passengers as they disembark from the riverboat. 

Dates and times are subject to change. For more information, go to 

visithannibal.com or call 573-221-2477.

3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

 

FridAy, AUG. 11

3 p.m. Daily story time at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo. Free story time for children and their parents. 

SATUrdAy, AUG. 12
All day. Third annual Bear Creek Rendezvous at Mark Twain Cave Com-

plex, 300 Cave Hollow Road No. 7097 County Road 453. Experience Na-

tive American culture in an open-air market with a variety of costumes, 

vendors and performances. For more information, call 573-221-1656.

7 a.m. Community Center Farmers Market at SE Corner Lot, Mo.-16 and 

11th Street, Canton, Mo. For more information go to cantoncommunity-

center.com or call 573-288-0550.

7:30 a.m. Alumni and Friends Workshop Day at Hannibal-LaGrange 

University, 2800 Palmyra Road. Help prepare the campus for a new 

year. No advanced skills necessary. Participants will meet in the Mabee 

Sports Complex. The university will provide a list of projects and lunch. 

For more information, contact Lauren Youse at 573-629-3126 or lauren.

youse@hlg.edu.

8:30 a.m. Palmyra Senior Nutrition Center golf tournament at Jackson 

Park, 1222 W. Line St, Palmyra, Mo. 

10 a.m. Public Library “Drop in Craft” at Canton Public Library, 403 Lewis 

St., Canton, Mo. For more information, go to cantonmopubliclibrary.org 

or call 573-288-5279

5 p.m. Second Saturday Gallery Walk in downtown Hannibal. Wander 

from gallery to gallery and enjoy guests artists, food, friends and ex-

tended hours.

7 p.m. Lindsey Parrish Show and Dance at Halls Hall, 220 S. Main St., 

Palmyra. Cost $8. Lindsey Parrish country and bluegrass show. Reserva-

tions by 4 p.m. show days by calling 214-226-2548. Home-cooked food 

available.

SUndAy, AUG. 13
All day Third Annual Bear Creek Rendezvous at Mark Twain Cave Com-

plex, 300 Cave Hollow Road No. 7097 County Road 453. 

MondAy, AUG. 14
4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra, Mo. 

ThUrSdAy, AUG. 17
All day New Student Move-In Day at Hannibal-LaGrange University, 
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2800 Palmyra Road. For more information, call 573-629-3264 or email 

admissions@hlg.edu.

FridAy, AUG. 18
All day Last day to register for fall classes at Culver-Stockton College, 1 

College Hill, Canton, Mo.

All day Wildcat Welcome at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, 

Canton, Mo.

9 a.m. New Student Check-in at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, 

Canton, Mo.

5 p.m. Down by the River at Y Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street. Relax and 

unwind with a live band, cold drinks and a good time sponsored by the Y 

Men’s Club. The event benefits the Hannibal YMCA and Y Men’s Pavilion.

SATUrdAy, AUG. 19
All day Wildcat Welcome at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, 

Canton, Mo.

7 a.m. America riverboat docking at Glascock’s Landing, 100 Center St.

SUndAy, AUG. 20
All day Wildcat Welcome at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, 

Canton, Mo.

All day Dorms open to returning students at Hannibal-LaGrange Uni-

versity, 2800 Palmyra Road. For more information, call 573-629-3264 or 

email admissions@hlg.edu.

11 a.m. Returning Students Check-in at Culver-Stockton College, 1 Col-

lege Hill, Canton, Mo.

8 a.m. American Queen Riverboat docking at Glascock’s Landing, 100 

Center St.

MondAy, AUG. 21
All day Classes begin at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton, 

Mo.

8:15 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. Registration Day at Hannibal-LaGrange Univer-

sity, 2800 Palmyra Road. Students may register for classes from 8:15 a.m. 

to 11:45 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information, call 573-629-

3264 or email admissions@hlg.edu.

4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra, Mo. 

TUeSdAy, AUG. 22
All day Classes being at Hannibal-LaGrange University, 2800 Palmyra 

Road.

FridAy, AUG. 25
7:30 p.m. Night HIke through Sodalis Nature Preserve, 819 Ely St.

SATUrdAy, AUG. 26
7 a.m. Community Center Farmers Market at SE Corner Lot, Mo.-16 and 

11th Street, Canton, Mo. 

10 a.m. Public Library “Drop in Craft” at Canton Public Library, 403 Lewis 

St., Canton, Mo.

SUndAy, AUG. 27
2 p.m. Queen of the Mississippi riverboat docking at Glascock’s Landing, 

100 Center St.

MondAy, AUG. 28
4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra, Mo. 

TUeSdAy, AUG. 29
Noon American Duchess riverboat docking at Glascock’s Landing, 100 

Center St.

ThUrSdAy, AUG. 31
2 p.m. America riverboat docking at Glascock’s Landing, 100 Center St. 

n



50    AUGUST 2017    Hannibal Magazine

No better target than heart of a child
HICK FINN8

A
ugust is upon us, and the children of school age 

realize summer vacation is rapidly drawing to a 

close. The dog days of summer grasp to hold onto 

its grip while fall is just beyond the horizon. Par-

ents scramble for school supplies while children 

dread the conclusion of summer.

It is amusing looking back how much our school days and child-

hoods were some of the best days of our lives. What most of us 

wouldn’t give for a time-machine ride to recapture a bit of yesterday.

During this time of year when I am not working, you will find 

me with a bow in my hand and a stream of sweat dripping off of 

my nose as mosquitoes drain me of pints of blood. I am standing 

for hours launching arrow after arrow into an archery bag target. I 

become comfortable until the arrow becomes an extension of my line 

of sight.

I am one of the many archery enthusiasts who head to the fields 

and timber every fall looking to fill the freezer and fulfill dreams 

that began long ago in my youth. It is a competition between man 

and beast that extends back into time. Time is a relevant thing, and 

as you age, you become aware that one day you will take your final 

hunt and you become physically unable to accept the challenge to 

harvest game any longer. That too is understood and accepted as 

part of nature’s plan. 

I guess my trips outdoors hold certain relevance for me. I spent my 

entire youth with my Pop as my best friend. We were inseparable. 

He was the mentor, and I was the student. I grew up fishing 

and in the timber hunting squirrels and hunting upland 

birds in the grain fields. Deer hunting was something 

I willed my Pop into when I was 8 years old. It was like 

having Tiger Woods as a boxing coach. My Pop grew up in 

a period where deer and turkeys were absent from the Mis-

souri landscape. He knew nothing about deer 

hunting, but he knew everything 

about the outdoors. He knew 

I was interested so he 

sacrificed his time 

to introduce us 

both to a new 

sport. What 

we learned, we 

learned together. 

He was almost 

deaf from serv-

ing in two wars, 

but I was his ears and 

together we figured it out.

Trial and error proved to be the best teacher for me, and I 

branched out into hunting waterfowl, turkey and all things archery.

Pop had failing health, and my best hunting buddy began slowing 

down as I started to drive at age 16. Things that we did as a pair 

became a solo act. I decided if I couldn’t have my best friend at my 

side, then no one could fill his shoes. I became a lone wolf. During 

this period of my life I became consumed with making my parents 

proud. Every season found me stopping by with my trophies and 

the stories that accompanied them. I wanted Pop to be a part of the 

hunt, even if he had to relive it through my eyes. He just beamed as 

I showed my harvests to him. He knew he was a major factor in my 

hunting success.

When I was 35 years old, my Pop passed on. He was an encyclo-

pedia of outdoor and life knowledge. He taught me far more than I 

realized. A few of my children enjoyed the outdoors, but it was more 

of something I did. No one seemed to possess the passion for hunting 

that I had. My youngest daughter shows promise but she is 13 years 

old and she has discovered boys. My middle daughter is a fishing 

fanatic, and my wife thinks I am nuts to leave so early, stay so long, 

and work so hard on my days off. All is not lost for me. I do have 

grandsons, and one of them is hooked on the outdoors. I don’t see 

me as a solo act much longer. He has the same gleam in his eye as I 

did. It is almost like Pop talked it over with God and said, “He really 

needs a hunting buddy.” When we see each other he immediately 

asks to go hunting. That feels pretty awesome.

I know it is impossible to recapture your youth. You can take what 

you’ve learned on your own and from those before you to improve a 

child’s life. This holds true in everything in life and not only hunt-

ing. Mentor the upcoming generations so a little trace of you will 

remain after you have left this earth.

Time is a precious commodity. Share 

some of yours to make a dif-

ference. When you see 

children fall in love 

with nature you 

can harvest their 

smiles. That is a 

bulls-eye every 

time. There is 

no better target 

than the heart 

and mind of a child. 

Children are our fu-

ture. Share your knowledge 

and shoot straight. n






