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Infusion Center
6500 Hospital Drive, Hannibal, MO
hannibalregional.org

Located in the Hannibal Regional Medical building, the Infusion Center offers patients an 
easy, attractive alternative to a hospital setting for receiving their cancer care and infusion 
therapy, simplifying and expediting the process while providing the highest-quality care 
and treatment.  Our commitment to guiding our patients to better is reflected in the care 
each patient receives from our experienced Infusion Center team.   
To contact the Infusion Center call 573-629-3478.

It ’s your choice...why go anywhere else?

Ellen Taylor, MSN, RN, OCN 
Infusion Center

Randy Summers, RN
Infusion Center

Missy Hess, RN
Infusion Center

We Know the Way

Dr. Kristen Strasser
Hematology/Oncology

Tori Greving, FNP-C
Hematology/Oncology

TO BETTER.



Hannibal Magazine     JUNE 2017     1     

Inside 
this issue

3-4	 FIESTA DEL SOL
Hannibal Rotary Club welcomes fun-seekers to day of music, brews

6-7	 BREW SKIES MUSIC FESTIVAL
Day of concerts benefits Hannibal Nutrition Center

8	 HANNIBAL CANNIBAL
Annual race set to kick off July 1

2  Letter to our readers

10  toM aNd BeCKY CruIse
Cruise to support Tom and Becky Foundation

12-13  CeLeBratING JuNeteeNtH
Center to host event celebrating freedom

14-15  artIsts at aLLIaNCe
Work by Heidbrink, Erakko to be on display

16-17  LaWYer saVed
Rehabilitation Services guides lawyer to health

18-19  MedICaL MerGer
Hannibal Regional to add five locations

20  Bat  PoPuLatIoN
Endangered Indiana bat the only species to 
increase population in Hannibal

21  KIdNeY  stoNe PreVeNtIoN
Urologist offers summer health tips 

22 PuNCH Card Pass out
Punch card lets local employees  
experience area attractions

23 rIVerBoat sCHeduLe
See what ships are set to visit Hannibal 

25-26 doWNtoWN  MaP

27 MusIC uNder tHe stars
Free summer concert series to start June 1

28 LeGaL GraFFItI
Group encourages artists to paint on 
properties legally

29 PICKLeBaLL
Season ends with single-elimination tourney

30-31 CeLeBrate tHe artIsIt IN You
Art exhibit showcases works of artists with 
disabilities

32 oPeratIoN: Feed tHe FurBaLLs
Group donates meals to shelter dogs

33 MoLLY BroWN House
Home is under new management

34  HaNNIBaL INsPIres autHor
New book taps into need for adventure

35  rIVer BLuFFs PaINt out
Artists will work outdoors to paint 

36  ParKs aNd reC CaLeNdar

38-42 arts CaLeNdar

43 Best Bets

44-49 LoCaL CaLeNdar

50  HICK FINN
Remembering the days of black and white TV

JUNE 2017

Express Care at Walmart provides convenient, 
affordable access to basic healthcare services, 
with no appointment necessary.

hannibalregional.org | 573-231-0660

Walk in. GET BETTER.

Open evenings and weekends.
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Sunday: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm

For more information call 573-231-0660.
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I
sit down to write this having just spent a few perfect days 

enjoying temperatures in the 80s, with the sun shining 

and a gentle breeze tickling the trees. 

Really, is there any better time of year? For my money, 

the answer is a resounding “No.”

I spent most of the past few days outdoors, either work-

ing in my yard or just sitting in the sun, taking in the rays. 

And all the while, of course, listening to some great music. 

I won’t date myself by sharing the complete list of artists who ser-

enaded my pre-summer bliss, but I will say 

that — being a native of Texas — Stevie Ray 

Vaughan played quite a few times. 

Sun and music — and the occasional frosty 

beverage — will be on tap for a lot of people 

in the region coming up this month, too, it 

seems, with Fiesta del Sol and Brew Skies 

Music Festival both set for June. 

Both will feature local and regional brew-

ers, and both will, of course, feature plenty of live music. 

Brew Skies is up first, set for June 10 at the Mark Twain Cave and 

Campground, while Fiesta del Sol will pack Central Park on June 24. 

That’s not all June has to offer, though, with the Tom and Becky 

Cruise and Juneteenth festivities planned, and the biggest event of 

the year — the Hannibal Jaycees’ National Tom Sawyer Days set to 

begin June 30. 

Now, I would be remiss to not take a moment to acknowledge my 

pride and joy, my wife, Pat. This year marks our 25th wedding an-

niversary, and they’ve been the best 25 years of my life. 

Unfortunately, while visiting her mother recently, Pat stepped in a 

hole and turned her ankle and is now laid up a bit. 

Knowing her, though, this little setback is nothing that will hold 

her down. She’ll be up and going with a thousand smiles in no time 

at all. In the meantime, we will enjoy the sun and the tunes. 

Thanks for reading Hannibal Magazine. I look forward to seeing 

you out in Hannibal.  

Ron Wallace

Sun shines  
with help from 
summer tunes
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FIESTA DEL SOL
MUSIC LINEUP8

• 11 a.m. to noon Singer/songwriter Murray 

McFarlane

• Noon to 1:30 p.m. Singer/songwriter Frate

• 1:30 to 3 p.m. Singer/songwriter Liz Bentley

• 3 to 5 p.m. Burnt Toest performing indie rock

• 5 to 7 p.m. Al Holliday and the East Side 

Rhythm Band performing rhythm and blues

• 7 to 9 p.m. Kent Burnside with the Flood 

Brothers performing blues and rock

J
oin the Rotary Club of Han-

nibal for a fun-filled day of 

music, brews and food at the 

fourth annual Fiesta del Sol.  

The event will be 11 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. Saturday, June 24, at Central 

Park. It is co-sponsored by Wade Stables, 

P.C., the Hannibal Convention & Visitors 

Bureau and Mark Twain Distributing.

Each year’s event features a select craft 

brewery, and this year’s event will be a 

double-header of sorts — spotlighting 

Missouri Boulevard Brewing Co. of Kan-

sas City and Kraftig Brewing Company of 

St. Louis.

JuNE 24 • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Central Park

| hannibalfiestadelsol.com

Hannibal Rotary Club welcomes fun-seekers to day of music, brews

CoNtiNUEs oN 4



4    JUNE 2017    Hannibal Magazine

Beverages from Boulevard 

Brewing will be featured noon 

to 2 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m., with a 

Kraftig sampling 2 to 4 p.m. 

The first Boulevard sampling 

will feature its Smokestack 

Series of beers that are hard to 

find outside of the Kansas City 

area.

All samplings are included 

with the price of admission. 

Boulevard also will have a brew-

er on hand throughout the day 

to discuss the brewery’s history 

and process.   

Tickets are $10 in advance 

and $15 at the gate. Tickets are 

available at County Market loca-

tions in Hannibal, Quincy and 

Palmyra or online at hannibal-

fiestadelsol.com. Children 17 

and younger get in free.  

Food vendors and other 

merchants offering crafts and 

clothing will fill Hannibal’s 

tree-lined Central Park; there 

will be vendors with activities 

and items for children as well. 

Missouri Bat Census will be on 

hand to provide information 

about Hannibal’s Sodalis Nature 

Preserve and endangered bats in 

Missouri.

Details about the event may 

be found at facebook.com/Rota-

ryFiestadelSol/. n

CoNtiNUEs FRom 3
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Hannibal Clinic is pleased to announce that 
Donald Hopewell, MD has joined the Hannibal Clinic family. 

Dr. Hopewell is a Neurologist specialty trained in 
muscle and nerve testing. 

We have the Brains

To schedule an appointment
call 537-231-3850

Dr. Hopewell, MD
Hannibal Clinic 

Neurologist

Conditions that 
Dr. Hopewell treats include:

• Seizure disorders
• Stroke

• Injuries to the spinal cord  & brain
• Alzheimer’s disease
• Parkinson’s disease

• Any other neurological condition

Why settle for BETTER when you can have the BEST? 
              Hannibal Clinic, where the patient comes first.
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I
t’s a music festival. It’s a home-brew competition. It’s a 

vehicle show. It’s a race. And it’s a fundraiser for a good 

cause.

Brew Skies Music Festival will take place Saturday, 

June 10, at Mark Twain Cave and Campground, 300 Cave 

Hollow Road, and proceeds will benefit Hannibal Nutrition Center. 

“This is the ultimate summer music festival and beer-tasting ad-

venture in Northeast Missouri. A wide variety of musical genres will 

be represented, with many original singer-songwriters as well as 

tributes to some musical greats,” organizer Jason Gregory said, add-

ing six different musical groups will perform 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Twenty or more homebrewers from the Midwest will face off in an 

annual competition organized by the Hannibal Area Homebrewers 

Association.

Sampling will be noon to 2 p.m. and is included with the price of a 

general admission ticket to the festival.

Hannibal’s Mark Twain Brewing Co. will host the HAHA Home-

brew Competition.

“Mark Twain Brewing has been an important supporter of the 

local homebrew community. Without their support we wouldn’t be 

able to bring in some of the musical acts and provide such a strong 

Brew Skies Music Festival
| hannibalbrews.com

June 10 • 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Mark Twain Cave and Campground, 300 Cave Hollow Road MUSIC LINEUP8

• 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Frate                         

• 1:30 to 3 p.m. Arkansauce

• 3:30 to 5 p.m. The Flood Brothers  

• 5:30 7 p.m. Urban Pioneers     

• 7:30 to 9 p.m. The Mulligan Brothers  

• 9:30 to 11 p.m. Sean Canan’s VooDoo Players 

perform Bob Dylan and Grateful Dead
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lineup of performers,” Gregory said.

Joining Mark Twain Brewing at the festival will be Bell’s Brew-

ing Co. from Kalamazoo, Mich. Mark Twain Brewing and Bell’s 

brewers will serve as judges. The Judge’s Choice winner will receive 

a trip for two to Bell’s Brewery in Michigan.

Prizes will be awarded for Best of Show — along with a second 

and third place — and a People’s Choice award. 

Cars and more will be on display at the festival’s Vintage VW 

Meet-Up 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Owners of vintage Volkswagens are expected.

“Festival-goers will be able to check out the best of air- and 

water-cooled Volkswagens at this informal, nonjudged gathering,” 

Gregory said, adding that more than 50 vehicles from eight states 

have confirmed their participation. 

The festival promises no shortage of food. The menu is extensive 

and includes lobster, steak, chicken tacos, gourmet grilled sand-

wiches, tenderloin and catfish sandwiches, specialty hot dogs and a 

range of barbecue dishes. No outside food or drink is permitted.

The all-ages festival is family friendly, and children ages 12 and 

younger get in free. Children’s activities will include a petting zoo 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., VW painting with the Hannibal Arts Council, 

photos with Herbie, face painting and more.

A 5K run will begin at 8 a.m., with an awards ceremony at 9:30 

a.m. The course begins and ends at Mark Twain Cave. 

Prizes will be awarded to the top two male and female partici-

pants overall, and the top two male and female finishers in each age 

group. Proceeds from the race will benefit Eugene Field Elementary 

School’s efforts to raise money for a new playground area for the 

school and its neighborhood.

While there is some seating, attendees are welcome to bring their 

own lawn chairs or blankets. Large tents will offer shelter in the 

event of rain.

Parking is limited. Attendees are encouraged to use shuttle ser-

vice from Hannibal Trolley Co., 220 N. Main St. Cost is $3 one way 

for the five-minute trip. Service will begin at 10 a.m. Saturday and 

continue until 30 minutes after the final performance.

More information and tickets are available at hannibalbrews.

com. Tickets are $10 online and at County Market Stores in Hannibal, 

Quincy and Palmyra until June 1. Tickets are $15 after that date. n
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Lynn Zielinski, left, this year’s winning logo designer, stands with Race Director Angie Wilcoxson. Submitted Photo

Hannibal Cannibal set for July 1
juLy 1 • 7 a.m.
Throughout Hannibal

|	 hannibalcannibal.com

T
he 22nd annual Hannibal Cannibal is right around 

the corner — Saturday, July 1.

Registration is open, and you may register online 

at hannibalcannibal.com. Forms also are avail-

able at the concierge desks at Hannibal Regional 

Hospital and Hannibal Regional Medical Group, and the offices of 

Hannibal Regional Foundation.

Register before June 19 for just $25. Those registering for the Can-

nibal will receive a performance T-shirt, cinch sack race bag and a 

custom finisher’s medal. 

The race includes something for everyone — a 5/10/15k run, a 5k 

walk and a fun run for children ages 10 and younger. The race will 

begin at 7 a.m., with the fun run following the race at 9 a.m. 

Proceeds from this year’s race will support the Cherish Campaign, 

which is raising money to assist the expansion of Women’s Health 

Services at Hannibal Regional — a crucial element in meeting the 

health needs of the region. Offering a continuum of services and 

resources for all ages of women and their health needs is invaluable 

to growth and success in this area. 

For the fifth consecutive year, Advance Physical Therapy will 

serve as official race sponsor.

More information is available at hannibalcannibal.com or 573-

629-3577. To stay updated on the Cannibal, find us on Facebook 

under Hannibal Cannibal, on Twitter @CannibalRace and now on 

Instagram at Hannibal_cannibal_race. n  
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T
he Tom and 

Becky Program 

invites you to 

the 2017 Tom 

and Becky Din-

ner Cruise, scheduled Monday, 

June 19.

Hosted by the 2017-18 Tom 

and Becky Goodwill Ambas-

sadors, the annual event 

raises money to support the 

Tom and Becky Program, and 

gives people an opportunity to 

meet Hannibal’s current, past 

and incoming Tom and Becky 

Ambassadors while cruising 

the Mississippi and enjoying an 

evening of stories, entertain-

ment and food.    

Tickets for the Tom and Becky 

Benefit Dinner Cruise are $41 for 

adults, $22 for children ages 6 

through 12 and $5 for children 

ages 2 through 5. There is no 

charge for children younger 

than 2 years old.

Tickets may be purchased 

from any of the 2017-2018 Tom 

and Becky finalists: Linnea 

Brown, Brooklyn Haye, Kendel 

Locke, Claire Martinson, Jade 

Thomas, Colton Broughton, An-

drew Catalpa, Elijah Dexheimer, 

Samuel Hirner and Eric Hudson, 

or through the Tom and Becky 

Program by calling 573-221-

9010, ext. 404.

For more information on 

the cruise or how you can help 

support the Tom and Becky Pro-

gram, contact Melissa Cummins 

at the Mark Twain Boyhood 

Home and Museum at 573-221-

9010, ext. 404. n

Set sail with Tom and Becky
|	 marktwainmuseum.org

“Along the Upper Mississippi every hour brings something 
new. There are crowds of odd islands, bluffs, prairies, hills, 
woods and villages — everything one could desire to amuse the 
children.”  

 Mark Twain
interview in Chicago Tribune, July 9, 1886
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J
im’s Journey: The Huck Finn Freedom Center, Han-

nibal’s newest museum, highlights the courage and 

accomplishments of — and gives dignity to — Han-

nibal’s nameless, invisible ancestors who labored as 

slaves in our community.

On Monday, June 19, Hannibal will celebrate Juneteenth with an 

event that commemorates the date — June 19, 1865 — when the last 

200,000 slaves were freed in Galveston, Texas, with the arrival of 

federal troops. 

On that day in 1865, a spontaneous celebration of emancipation 

was born. Yes, it was more than two years after President Abra-

ham Lincoln had signed the Emancipation Proclamation. To avoid 

compliance, tens of thousands of slaveholders fled to Texas to keep 

their slaves, a process known as refugeeing. Whites also came from 

neighboring states in droves, believing their slave property would be 

safe in Texas, the last frontier, where slaves continued to be bought 

and sold.  Although estimates vary widely, historians believe that 

after 1863 between 50,000 and 150,000 refugeed slaves were brought 

to Texas. 

Hundreds of miles east and months earlier the Missouri State 

Convention delegates passed the 1865 Emancipation Proclamation 

Ordinance. Because Lincoln’s 1863 Emancipation Proclamation did 

not apply to loyal slave states, Missouri became the first slave state 

to free its slaves — more than 114,000 men, women and children. 

Newly freed slave responses ranged from exhilaration and celebra-

tion to incredulity and fear. The fears proved justified as nearly 25 

Executive director of Jim’s Journey: The Huck Finn Freedom Center Faye Dant, center, holds a picture of slave children. With Dant are,  from 
left, Marsha Mayfield, Mariah Mayfield, Paula Holliday, Joel Dant and Messiah Mayfield. Photo by Phil Carlson

Celebrating Juneteenth

|	By	Faye	Dant
 jimsjourney.org

JUNE 19
Jim’s Journey: The Huck Finn Freedom Center, 
309 N. Third St.
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Summer

is

Here!

percent died in the first 5 years post emanci-

pation, beset by homelessness, starvation and 

disease.

By 1845, Hannibal had achieved city status 

and by 1860, the population had more than 

doubled, making it the second largest city and 

third commercial center in Missouri.

The history and culture of slavery in the 

Hannibal area are told in Terrell Dempsey’s 

book “Searching for Jim: The Untold Story of 

Slavery in Sam Clemens’s World.” 

Dempsey writes:

“Like land, slaves were a valuable asset — 

traded, inherited, rented, bought and sold. ...  

An important source of city and state income 

amounting to more than 20 percent of Marion 

County revenue.”

Slaves worked as household help and field 

hands, skilled tradesman, railroad builders, 

nursemaids,  miners and riverboat laborers 

and much more, contributing to Hannibal’s 

fiscal success and growth. The life of the slave 

was brutal, replete with laws that regulated 

the slave’s life from cradle to grave. n

H
annibal’s first Juneteenth Celebration was June 1997. Marsha Mayfield, 

co-founder of Parents and Youth Reaching For Educational Excellence 

and Cultural Togetherness, aka PYRFEECT, was its most ardent sponsor. 

The group sponsored years of family-oriented events, celebrating with 

parades, picnics, marches, plays, dances, workshops and educational 

opportunities. Mayfield says that “the festival has always served as a venue to educate and 

bring a multicultural purpose and feel to the community. This year will mark 20 years of 

observance. While PYRFEECT has been dissolved, its mission educating/uplifting/serving 

youth continues.

This year’s celebration will start at B&B Theatre, which will be screening “The Children’s 

March,” a story of how children can make a difference leading positive social change. The 

film will begin at 3 p.m. for children in grades four through 12. It is sponsored by Kids in Mo-

tion; for ticket information, contact Amy Vaughn at Douglass Community Services, 573-221-

3892.

From 4 to 5 p.m., all are invited to a community scavenger hunt sponsored by Jim’s Jour-

ney; prizes will be awarded for first, second and third places.

The event will conclude at Jim’s Journey, 509 N. Third St., with museum tours, a soul food 

cooking demonstration and a cookout.

Coming together to bring to the community the Juneteenth event, free and open to the 

public, are B&B Theatres; Branson L. Wood, Attorney at Law; Continental Cement; Douglass 

School Reunion Committee; Douglass Community Services; and Jim’s Journey. n

This year’s Juneteenth
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S
ometimes passion 

surprises even the 

creator. 

One day, this 

month’s Alliance 

Art Gallery guest artist Minetta 

Heidbrink found herself literally 

stunned into photography when 

she visited the Valley of Fire in 

Nevada. Yes, of course, like every 

other American, she had pointed-

and-shot hundreds of pictures: 

family, vacations, flowers. But 

now, the camera became a source 

of creativity. On that day, the 

brilliant orange glowing stones, 

the dusky sage, the brilliant blue 

sky with clouds texturing her 

newfound world, she began to 

click, and click, and click. Soon 

she hungered for wilderness.

“That got me to travel,” she 

said. Canada. North America. 

Mountain climbing. Though she 

had traveled to China, Japan and 

other places, those were pre-pas-

sion moments.

Minetta moved up from point-

and-shoot to today’s Nikon D800 

with its full-frame features, and 

a Luminex for its lightweight 

portability. Photography, for her, 

has become a form of fine art. 

In today’s world, with a camera 

embedded in every phone, and 

people snapping scenes at fast-

food speed, she relishes digitally 

enhancing her images.

“People do not want straight-

up photography. They say to 

themselves, ‘I can take that 

picture,’ ” she said. 

Minetta pushes herself to 

find the deeper expression of the 

image, connecting the emotional 

impact she experienced when 

photographing the image to her 

enhancement techniques. In 

some strange way, the photo-

graph becomes so much more 

than a recorded image; it be-

comes an expression of beauty or 

nostalgia or quietness.

Recently she began harvesting 

gray slate shingles from old New 

Orleans homes, adhering her im-

ages to them. To see pink lupines 

from a mountain meadow against 

the slate draws the viewer right 

into being on a granite-topped 

mountain. The effect of photog-

raphy and stone does not stop in 

the wilderness. Old New Orleans 

homes and scenes from down-

town Hannibal couple with the 

slate to take you back in time, to 

quietly be in and with the image 

she has so beautifully captured. 

Bella Erakko

Bella Erakko, our featured 

member artist, often wondered 

what constituted the main 

“thread” of her creativity. Books, 

jewelry and hand-woven articles 

seemed to have nothing in com-

mon. But one day, as she revisited 

this question, she realized, “Oh! 

You are a weaver of words, beads 

and thread. You knit things 

together.” 

The books she’s written focus 

on environment (history of elec-

tric cars), silence (a life  

To be in and with the image
|	By	Bella	Erakko

 allianceartgallery.com
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emphasizing meditation), Al-

zheimer’s (a slow transition from 

body to spirit). 

Her jewelry focuses on peace 

— one bead for every country in 

the world: Afghanistan, Albania, 

Algeria ... Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Constructed by Hannibal women 

in fragile circumstances, these 

necklaces and bracelets are a 

tactile form of prayer based on 

a book she co-authored, “Peace 

Planet: Light for Our World.” 

When weaving thread, she 

selects a poem, song, prayer — 

something she can repeat while 

weaving. A favorite comes from 

a female English mystic: “All 

shall be well. All shall be well. All 

manner of thing shall be well.” As 

she throws the shuttle, she men-

tally recites the chosen piece. In 

this way, it becomes “vibrational-

ly woven” hundreds of times 

into the fabric. She believes the 

energy of the prayer is stronger 

and perhaps more beautiful than 

the fiber itself.

Her latest creations focus on 

the “lowly” cotton-looped pot-

holder. Endless color schemes al-

low her to explore new handwo-

ven ideas. She is, for the moment, 

a potholder addict. Its slightly 

oversized dimensions make it 

ideal as a wall hanging, trivet, 

potholder — in other words, a 

perfect kitchen accessory.

An opening reception will be 

5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, June 10, at 

Alliance Art Gallery, 112 N. Main 

St. The reception coincides with 

the Hannibal Second Saturday 

Gallery Night.

More information is available 

by calling 573-221-2275 or visit-

ing allianceartgallery.com. n
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W
hen Quincy attorney Talmadge “Tad” 

Brenner began his day on June 11, 2016, he 

didn’t realize his life would flash in front of 

his eyes in a matter of hours.

Brenner was enjoying a Sunday afternoon 

motorcycle ride on his 1952 Vincent.

“The coolest bike made in the ’50’s,” Brenner said.

He was finishing his ride, getting ready to pull into his drive-

way when he was rear-ended by a semitrailer. Within minutes an 

ambulance arrived. He had many traumatic injuries — so severe 

he was transported by helicopter to Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. 

Louis. Both shoulders were broken, and he had sustained a crushed 

pelvis, nine broken ribs, broken heel, bleeding kidney and spleen, 

four broken vertebrae and a collapsed lung.  Rehabilitation would be 

essential in order for him to fully recover. 

His stay at Barnes lasted 12 days.

“I remember thinking, ‘Where do I go from here? I know I need 

rehabilitation.’ ”

While at Barnes, he was visited twice by a representative of Han-

nibal Regional Inpatient Rehab services.

Tad Brenner with Loren Hams, certified occupational therapy assistant, who was key in Brenner’s rehabilitation. Submitted Photo

Hannibal Regional Inpatient Rehabilitation  
Services guides Quincy attorney back to better
|	 hospital.hannibalregional.org
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Big Dirt Dig
9:30 - 11:00 am

next to 
Admiral Coontz

Recreation Center
301 Warren Barrett Drive

Sponsored by
Parents as Teachers &

Hannibal Parks & Recreation

www.hannibalparks.org

  Saturday
June 3

DAY Funof
Movies

In The Park
8:30 pm

at
Huckleberry Park

“The Secret Life of Pets”

Sponsored by Beta Sigma Phi

For more information about these and other 
upcoming events, check out...

Before the movie... About 8 pm there will be a performance by
the Quincy Kennel Club’s

SQUARE DANCING DOGS & DRILL TEAM

New sidewalks, patios, and retaining walls (maybe put this wording on picture) 

 

 

Plan Your Projects With

Bleigh Ready Mix
Call 573-221-1818 
for an estimate on 
Decorative Rock or 
Concrete Delivery

New Driveways & Extra Parking Areas 
to get vehicles off the road!

Bleigh Ready Mix
144 Bleigh Drive, Hannibal, MO

Check out our supply of rock & sand
for your landscaping needs.

“They offered to take care of me, and they wanted to take care of 

me,” Brenner explained. He knew he would need physical therapy 

and rehab for his severe pelvic injury.  

The Inpatient Rehabilitation staff at Hannibal Regional provides 

innovative treatment approaches to assist patients in returning to a 

normal lifestyle. The comprehensive team provides individualized 

and goal-oriented treatment programs specifically for older adults. 

The patient is treated physically, emotionally and socially. The goal 

is to return patients to their optimum level of function and open the 

door to better quality of life.  

Brenner made his decision to receive care at Hannibal Regional.

“I felt very comfortable making my commitment to use the Han-

nibal Regional Inpatient Rehab facility.  On several different occa-

sions I had heard through word of mouth what a great facility it was, 

and that is what influenced me to make the right choice. I knew this 

would be a critical phase to my recovery, and I was confident in what 

I was about to embark on,” Brenner said.

An ambulance transported him from St. Louis to Hannibal.

“I felt very welcomed from the beginning. Everyone who I came in 

contact with knew me and my case very well,” he said.

Brenner received several hours of physical and occupational 

therapy daily. During his 10 days as a patient at Hannibal Regional, 

he practiced walking up and down stairs, learned to use a walker, 

worked on flexibility and endured strengthening exercises. 

“The physicians, nurses and therapists I worked with daily were 

skilled, personable and compassionate. The patient-to-staff ratio 

was extremely good. This was a critical phase in my recovery, and 

they went out of their way in every aspect. The quality of care was 

astronomical,” Brenner said.

“I now take a spin class and do Pilates. Recovery is a real process. 

The staff were always working for me and with me. I can’t imag-

ine better anywhere else than at the Hannibal Regional Inpatient 

Rehab,” he added.

Hannibal Regional serves residents of the Tri-State area from 

more than 10 locations and includes Hannibal Regional Hospital, 

Hannibal Regional Medical Group and Hannibal Regional Founda-

tion. Hannibal Regional Hospital is a 99-bed, acute care hospital 

providing comprehensive health and wellness services. Hannibal 

Regional is recognized as one of America’s 100 Best Hospitals for 

Coronary Intervention care and was also honored with the Health-

grades 2017 Joint Replacement Excellence Award, placing Hannibal 

Regional among the top 10 percent in the nation for joint replace-

ment procedures. Hannibal Regional is the only hospital in Missouri 

to receive both achievements two years in a row, 2016 and 2017. In 

addition, Hannibal Regional is recognized by Healthgrades with a 

2016 Outstanding Patient Experience Award, putting it in the top 15 

percent in the nation for this category. Hannibal Regional Medi-

cal Group is a growing multispecialty physician group delivering 

primary, specialty and express care services at multiple locations 

in Northeast Missouri. For more information on Hannibal Regional 

Healthcare System, visit hannibalregional.org. n
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H
annibal Regional is pleased to announce that 

Complete Family Medicine soon will become part 

of Hannibal Regional Healthcare System.

In eight short years, Complete Family Medicine 

has expanded to five locations spanning more 

than 80 miles along U.S. 63 and has nearly 100 employees.

“The landscape of health care has changed dramatically over the 

past eight years, and with those changes have come many obstacles. 

As we looked at organizations, we knew we wanted to find one that 

would allow us to better serve our patients, enhance our resources, 

allow freedom to think outside the box and bring Complete Family 

Medicine value and longevity. Once we met with and saw their mis-

sion and vision in action, we knew that Hannibal Regional was the 

right choice,” said Dr. Justin Puckett, medical director at Complete 

Hannibal Regional has acquired the Complete Family Medicine clinics located in Kirksville, La Plata, Lancaster, Macon and Moberly, Mo. At 
left is Hannibal Regional Healthcare System CEO and President Todd Ahrens, with Complete Family Medicine founder and Medical Director 
Dr. Justin Puckett. Submitted Photo

Hannibal Regional to add 5 locations with  
acquisition of Complete Family Medicine
|	 hospital.hannibalregional.org
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Family Medicine.

As a service of Hannibal Regional, Complete Family Medicine will 

continue to deliver the excellent standard of care the community 

relies on, provided by the same great team of physicians and staff.

“Hannibal Regional is honored to have the opportunity to help 

serve the patients of Complete Family Medicine,” said Todd Ahrens, 

president and CEO of Hannibal Regional Healthcare System.

“The physicians and staff at Complete Family Medicine exemplify 

our R.I.S.E. values of respect, integrity, service and excellence. It’s 

our vision to be the trusted guide to better health – every patient, 

every time. Together, we will be guiding even more patients to bet-

ter,” Ahrens said.

Hannibal Regional Healthcare System serves residents of the 

Tri-State area from more than 10 locations and includes Hannibal 

Regional Hospital, Hannibal Regional Medical Group and Han-

nibal Regional Foundation. Recognized by Healthgrades with a 

2016 Outstanding Patient Experience Award, Hannibal Regional 

is in the top 15 percent in the nation for this category. In addition, 

Hannibal Regional has also received the 2017 Coronary Intervention 

Excellence Award, placing it in the top 5 percent in the nation for 

coronary interventional procedures, and a 2017 Joint Replacement 

Excellence Award from Healthgrades, which places it among the top 

10 percent in the nation for joint replacement procedures.  Hannibal 

Regional Medical Group is a growing multispecialty physician group 

delivering primary, specialty and express care services at multiple 

locations in Northeast Missouri. For more information on Hannibal 

Regional Healthcare System, visit hannibalregional.org. 

Complete Family Medicine is a physician-led medical clinic 

with six on-staff providers who deliver family medicine, internal 

medicine, osteopathic manipulation and urgent care services. With 

locations in Kirksville, Lancaster, La Plata, Moberly and Macon, Mo., 

Complete Family Medicine is focused on the long-term health needs 

of the region and making health care convenient in our communities. 

For more information on Complete Family Medicine, visitcfmcares.

com. n

“The landscape of health care has changed 
dramatically over the past eight years, 
and with those changes have come many 
obstacles. As we looked at organizations, 
we knew we wanted to find one that 
would allow us to better serve our patients, 
enhance our resources, allow freedom to 
think outside the box and bring Complete 
Family Medicine value and longevity. Once 
we met with and saw their mission and 
vision in action, we knew that Hannibal 
Regional was the right choice. ”

 Dr. Justin Puckett
 medical director at Complete Family Medicine
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T
he results of the 

Sodalis Nature 

Preserve bat 

census reveal 

both good and 

bad news.

There are nearly 44,000 

more of the federally endan-

gered Indiana bats living at the 

preserve since the last census 

count in 2015, the February 

census showed, but white nose 

syndrome, the likely culprit, has 

dramatically reduced the other 

species of bats in the same two-

year period.

The numbers of the gray 

bat, also federally endangered, 

dropped from 570 to 31, and the 

threatened northern long-eared 

bat went from having 83 living 

at the preserve to none. Three 

other species saw drops of 50 

percent or more in numbers, as 

well as bats that were unidenti-

fied as belonging to a particular 

group.

“We have known since the 

previous census that white nose 

syndrome was at the preserve,” 

Missouri Bat Census Director 

Kirsten Alvey-Mudd said.

The disease, first documented 

about 2007, is a fungus found 

on the muzzles and wings of 

hibernating bats, U.S. Geological 

Survey research shows. It has a 

90 percent to 100 percent mor-

tality rate on affected bats.

“The northern long-eared bat 

has been hardest hit by white 

nose syndrome,” Alvey-Mudd 

said. “It’s sad. We’ve only seen 

seven northern long-eared bats 

in the entire state this year.”

As for the gray bat, Alvey-

Mudd is not as concerned about 

its population numbers.

“We’ve had a mild winter, and 

warm weather causes them to 

emerge from hibernation to seek 

out a colder environment,” she 

said. “This could be the reason 

for the fluctuation in numbers. 

Across the state, their popula-

tion numbers are stable.”

Hannibal has one-third of the 

world’s population of Indiana 

bats, and to see the endangered 

species increase in size is en-

couraging to Alvey-Mudd.

“We’re happy in regard to 

that. Gating that area has made 

it much more conducive for them 

to return and raise their young,” 

she said.

In February, about 40 people 

took part in the survey. They 

counted hibernating bats in 

the former limestone mines for 

about four hours. Conservation 

officials take a census of bats 

every two years. n

Endangered Indiana bat the only species 
to increase in population in Hannibal
|	By	Ashley	Szatala

 hannibalmag.com SODALIS 
NATURE 
PRESERVE
•Where.Access to the Nature 

Preserve is available off Ely Street, 

south of the Dempsey Dog Park 

and Bear Creek, 819 Ely St.
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S
ummer is a time for fun and relaxation for most, but 

can be a painful time for others. Doctors have seen 

sharp increases, sometimes a rise of as much as 30 

percent, in patients who develop kidney stones during 

the warm summer months. 

The most common reason kidney stones develop is 

dehydration. 

“As the temperature rises we sweat more, and without 

proper hydration, the body’s fluids become more concen-

trated with dietary minerals, such as calcium,” said Dr. 

Steven Cockrell, urologist with Hannibal Regional Medi-

cal Group. “This increases the risk that the minerals will 

concentrate into stones.”

It also is important to know that even forming a stone 

just once increases your risk by 50 percent of forming additional 

kidney stones.

“The easiest way, particularly in the summer, to prevent kidney 

stones, is to drink plenty of fluids,” Cockrell said. “An easy way to 

determine if you are drinking enough fluid is to pay attention to how 

often you are using the restroom. If you aren’t using the restroom 

every couple of hours, you aren’t drinking enough.”

If you experience any symptoms of kidney stones — extreme, 

sharp pain in the back or side that will not go away, blood in the 

urine, nausea and vomiting, cloudy or odorous urine, frequent urina-

tion, a burning feeling when you urinate, fever and chills — you 

need to see a doctor. To diagnose kidney stones, a doctor 

will do a physical exam and may perform additional tests 

— intravenous pyelogram, CT scan, urinalysis, blood test 

and/or a renal ultrasound. Forms of treatment for kidney 

stones include shock waves, ureteroscopy or watchful 

waiting for spontaneous kidney stone passage. To sched-

ule an appointment with Cockrell call 573-629-3500.

As part of the Hannibal Regional Healthcare System, 

the Hannibal Regional Medical Group is a growing multi-

specialty physician group continuing to expand primary 

and specialty care services to meet the health needs of Northeast 

Missouri residents. Hannibal Regional Medical Group has locations 

in Bowling Green, Canton, Hannibal, Louisiana, Monroe City and 

Shelbina, as well as an Express Care clinic and a Vision Institute in 

Hannibal. n

Summer health tips: Kidney stone prevention
|	 hospital.hannibalregional.org

Cockrell
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H
ospitality, 

retail, res-

taurant, gas 

station and 

other types 

of Hannibal employees who 

regularly encounter tourists 

now have a new option to better 

inform them of what the city’s 

most popular attractions are 

like. 

The Hannibal Convention 

& Visitors Bureau unveiled 

recently punch cards with nine 

attractions listed on them. 

Eligible employees who 

receive the punch cards may use 

them for free admission to the 

Mark Twain Cave; Mark Twain 

Boyhood Home and Museum; 

Mark Twain Riverboat; Hanni-

bal Trolley Company; Rockcliffe 

Mansion; Haunted Hannibal 

Ghost Tours; Karlock’s Kars 

& Pop Culture; and two Mark 

Twain-themed live perfor-

mances. 

The punch card system is a 

pilot program that developed 

out of conversations between 

merchants and the HCVB. 

“Maybe a waitress hasn’t 

experienced the riverboat cruise, 

the cave or a Twain perfor-

mance. We have a lot of frontline 

staff who are our first contact 

with visitors,” Tourism Direc-

tor Gail Bryant said. “Frontline 

staff can now experience these 

attractions. There’s no charge 

to them as long as they have the 

punch card and ID.”

Bryant explained that not 

every tourist’s first stop is the 

Visitors Bureau. Instead, many 

fill up with gas first, check in to 

their hotel and eat somewhere 

and ask those employees along 

the way their thoughts about the 

city’s popular attractions.

“Oftentimes, people will 

ask me what I think (about the 

tourist attractions), and I have 

to say, ‘Well, I haven’t done it,’ ” 

Mark Twain Interpretive Center 

admission clerk Marlys Treaster 

said. On her list of new places to 

visit with the punch card are the 

Hannibal Ghost Tours, Karlock’s 

Kars, live performances and the 

Hannibal Trolley. 

“This will give me an incen-

tive to go now, and it’s going to 

be very helpful, especially for 

those who work at one of the 

tourist locations,” Treaster said.

At the downtown Best West-

ern, 10 front desk staff will 

receive the cards.

“Some of the summer college 

kids who work here will defi-

nitely use these cards because 

they’re not from here,” front 

desk manager Jeff Hampton 

said. “This gives them more 

knowledge about what’s around 

them, and the more knowledge-

able they are, the better they can 

assist guests.”

Hampton explained that most 

hotels don’t have a concierge, 

and front desk staff now are 

responsible for giving tourists 

directions and explaining more 

about the area’s offerings.

He added that since the 2017 

Hannibal Visitors Guide was 

published and contains an 

easy-to-read map with 20 listed 

points of interest, he’s noticed 

an uptick in people asking the 

front desk for more information 

on the attractions.

“The punch cards will defi-

nitely help out,” Hampton said. 

n

A punch card issued by the Hannibal Convention & Visitors Bureau features nine local attractions that may 
interest tourists. Hannibal employees who receive the cards may use them for free admission to the attrac-
tions in order to better inform tourists on what the town has to offer. Photo by Phil Carlson

Punch card lets local employees  
experience area attractions
|	By	Ashley	Szatala

 hannibalmag.com
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Music Under the Stars
|	 marktwainmuseum.org

tHursdays •7 p.m.
Mark twain Boyhood Home 
and Museum, 120 N. Main st.

Hannibal riverboat schedule
Date	 Time	 Boat

Sunday, July 23  1 to 6 p.m. Queen of the Mississippi

Tuesday, July 25  Noon to 5 p.m.  American Queen

Sunday, July 30 1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Thursday, Aug. 10  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Saturday, Aug. 19  7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Aug. 20  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  American Queen

Sunday, Aug. 27  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Tuesday, Aug. 29  Noon to 5 p.m.  American Duchess

Thursday, Aug. 31  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Sept. 3  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Thursday, Sept. 7  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Sunday, Sept. 10  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  American Duchess

Thursday, Sept. 14  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Monday, Sept. 18  10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Louisiane

Friday, Sept. 29  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Louisiane

Sunday, Oct. 1  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Monday, Oct. 2  10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Louisiane

Wednesday, Oct. 4  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Oct. 8  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Friday, Oct. 13  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Louisiane

Sunday, Oct. 15  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Wednesday, Oct. 18 1 to 6 p.m.  America

Thursday, Oct. 19  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Sunday, Oct. 29  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Note: Docking schedule changes periodically. It is recommended to call the Hannibal 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 573-221-2477, to verify.
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T
he Mark 
Twain Boy-
hood Home 
& Museum’s 
free summer 

concert series, Music Under 
the Stars, returns to historic 
Hill Street in June.

Concerts are 7 p.m. every 
Thursday — June through 
August — outside Twain’s 
Boyhood Home

The popular series brings 
a variety of artists ranging 
from country, bluegrass, 
blues, acoustic, brass, swing, 
rhythm and blues and more.

The June lineup is as fol-
lows:

n June 1 Local favorite 
Steppin’ Back plays a vari-
ety of tunes from the ’60s 
through the ’80’s and delivers 
a fun and high-energy perfor-
mance.

n June 8 Jukebox Re-
loaded, a seven-piece horn 
band, delivers classic rock, 
blues and soul from the ’60s 
through the ’80s with ar-
rangements for keyboards, 
guitar, drums, trombone, 
trumpet and saxophone.

n June 15 Blues guitarist, 
singer and songwriter James 
Armstrong has been perform-
ing since the age of 17 and 
has toured through Europe, 
Asia and the Middle East; he 
recently  released his latest 
CD, “Guitar Angels.”

n June 22 Country Sweet-
hearts, an all-girl band, 
performs a variety of country 
western hits made popular 
by Crystal Gale, Patsy Cline, 
Reba McEntire and others.

n June 29 The a capella 

doo-wop quartet Blend re-
turns with a mix of the great 
music of the ’50s and ’60s 
with today’s comedy. Blend is 
fun for audiences of all ages.

Area not-for-profits will 
have food available and 
beverages by the Main Street 
Wine Stoppe or Cave Hollow 
West Winery. Attendees are 

encouraged to bring their 
own seating.

For a compete Music Under 
the Stars 2017 schedule, visit  
marktwainmuseum.org. n

Graffiti is seen on the side of a building at the intersection of arch and Market streets in Hannibal. the building owner has allowed various 
graffiti artists to showcase their work on his property. Photo by Phil Carlson

T
o those involved
with Project 
Street Art, it’s not 
graffiti: It’s art. 

The local 
group’s members practice the 
urban art form of painting on 
brick, stone and other materials. 

Although many outside of the 
group use spray paint to mark 
on unsuspecting buildings, Proj-
ect Street Art seeks out permis-
sion from property owners to 
paint clean, appropriate images 
on outside walls or objects. 

The group’s slogan is “art is 
not a crime,” and its goal is to 
showcase artistic talents and let 
the public appreciate urban art.

“We’re just trying to put 
ourselves out there as artists,” 

Hannibal’s Travis Gerard, 24, 
who goes by the nickname Apex, 
said. “It’s our way to bookmark 
our place in the world.”

So far, the group’s most 
prominent display is painted on 
a downtown building at the cor-
ner of Arch and Market streets. 
Formerly an apartment build-
ing, the structure now is vacant.

The father of Gerard’s friend 
and fellow group member, Seth 
Taylor, owns the building, 
and he allowed the pair to use 
its walls as their canvas. The 
duo painted Donald Duck and 
Mickey Mouse and stamped 
their work with the letters “PSA” 
about a week before Easter 
Sunday.

“I like doing cartoons, and 
Seth likes script work,” Gerard 
explained. “We don’t like to 
draw attention to ourselves, so 

we usually paint at night and 
just have a good time together 
while doing so.”

Sometimes when they paint, 
police become suspicious, but 
after explaining that they have 
permission to paint where they 
are, the police let them continue.

“As long as there are no drug 
references or profanity, it’s OK,” 
Gerard said. Since painting the 
famous Disney characters, the 
pair has received increased posi-
tive feedback from admirers. 

However, after Hannibal City 
Council passed a new anti-
graffiti ordinance in late March, 
Project Street Art is “playing 
it safe” and exercising caution 
about where to paint, Gerard 
said. 

The anti-graffiti ordinance 
uses city funds to remove graf-
fiti from public property, and 

monetary compensation will 
be given to people who provide 
information leading to the iden-
tity and apprehension of graffiti 
vandals.

“If any other artists out there 
want to do this too, instead of 
destroying someone else’s prop-
erty, come talk to us,” Gerard 
said. “Stay legal, and stay safe. 
Hopefully, (Project Street Art) 
will cut down on local crime.”

Urban art has been gaining 
popularity.

About two years ago, Google’s 
Cultural Institute launched an 
online depository of more than 
5,000 graffiti images as part 
of its Google Art Project, and 
many urban areas, including 
New York, have groups of street 
artists who legally paint in the 
city’s boroughs. n   

Group encourages artists to paint on properties legally

|	By	Ashley	Szatala
 hannibalmag.com
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Museum
1. Mark Twain Boyhood  
Home & Museum
120 N. Main | 573-221-9010
2. Hannibal History Museum
200 N. Main | 573-248-1819
3. Karlocks Kars
114 S. Third | 573-719-3411

Landmark
1. Mark Twain Memorial  
Lighthouse
E. Rock Street
2. Lover’s Leap
1100 Birch Street
3. Tom & Huck Statue
North and Main Street
4. Admiral Coontz Armory
301 Warren Barrett Dr.

Park
1. Nipper Park
100 Broadway (Riverfront)
2. Central Park
450 Broadway
3. Kiwanis Park
150 Broadway (Riverfront)
4. Riverview Park
2000 Harrison Hill

Food
1. Chocolaterie Stam
103 N. Main | 573-221-0406
2. Java Jive
221 N. Main | 573-221-1017

Event Area
1. Hannibal Jaycees 
Tanyard Garden 
320 S. Third | 573-231-2787

Tourism
1. Hannibal Convention  
and Visitors Bureau
505 N. Third | 573-221-2477

Retail
1. Native American  
Trading Co.
115 N. Main | 573-248-3451
2. Danni Nicole’s
119 N. Main | 573-221-5066

3. Ava Goldworks
221 Center | 573-221-1928
4. Ralls County Clock Co.
207 N. Main | 573-221-4002
5. Mississippi Marketplace, LLC
217 N Main | 573-603-1063\
6. Main Street 101
101 N. Main | 573-221-4803
7. Encore Emporium
109 S. Fourth | 573-231-4922
8. Yu!
315 Broadway | 573-221-2480

9. Savannah’s
114 N. Main | 573-221-4800
10. Rags to Riches
219 Center | 573-248-8272
11. Ayers Pottery
308 N. Third | 573-221-6960

Medical
1. Hannibal  
Regional Hospital
6000 Hospital Dr. | 573-248-1300

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN HANNIBAL
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Now Over 70 Vendors!
From Antique to Unique

Open 7 days a week
109 S. 4th St., Hannibal, MO

573-231-4922
(2 blocks up from Main St.)

Chocolate, Gelato
& Wine!

 Delicious

103 N. Main Street, Hannibal • 573-221-0460
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217 N Main | 573-603-1063\
6. Main Street 101
101 N. Main | 573-221-4803
7. Encore Emporium
109 S. Fourth | 573-231-4922
8. Yu!
315 Broadway | 573-221-2480

9. Savannah’s
114 N. Main | 573-221-4800
10. Rags to Riches
219 Center | 573-248-8272
11. Ayers Pottery
308 N. Third | 573-221-6960

Medical
1. Hannibal  
Regional Hospital
6000 Hospital Dr. | 573-248-1300
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Now Over 70 Vendors!
From Antique to Unique

Open 7 days a week
109 S. 4th St., Hannibal, MO

573-231-4922
(2 blocks up from Main St.)

Chocolate, Gelato
& Wine!

 Delicious

103 N. Main Street, Hannibal • 573-221-0460
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Music Under the Stars
|	 marktwainmuseum.org

tHursdays •7 p.m.
Mark twain Boyhood Home 
and Museum, 120 N. Main st.

Hannibal riverboat schedule
Date	 Time	 Boat

Sunday, July 23  1 to 6 p.m. Queen of the Mississippi

Tuesday, July 25  Noon to 5 p.m.  American Queen

Sunday, July 30 1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Thursday, Aug. 10  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Saturday, Aug. 19  7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Aug. 20  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  American Queen

Sunday, Aug. 27  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Tuesday, Aug. 29  Noon to 5 p.m.  American Duchess

Thursday, Aug. 31  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Sept. 3  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Thursday, Sept. 7  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Sunday, Sept. 10  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  American Duchess

Thursday, Sept. 14  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Monday, Sept. 18  10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Louisiane

Friday, Sept. 29  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Louisiane

Sunday, Oct. 1  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Monday, Oct. 2  10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Louisiane

Wednesday, Oct. 4  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Sunday, Oct. 8  1 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Friday, Oct. 13  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Louisiane

Sunday, Oct. 15  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Wednesday, Oct. 18  1 to 6 p.m.  America

Thursday, Oct. 19  2 to 6 p.m.  Queen of the Mississippi

Sunday, Oct. 29  2 to 6 p.m.  America

Note: Docking schedule changes periodically. It is recommended to call the Hannibal 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 573-221-2477, to verify.
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T
he Mark 
Twain Boy-
hood Home 
& Museum’s 
free summer 

concert series, Music Under 
the Stars, returns to historic 
Hill Street in June.

Concerts are 7 p.m. every 
Thursday — June through 
August — outside Twain’s 
Boyhood Home

The popular series brings 
a variety of artists ranging 
from country, bluegrass, 
blues, acoustic, brass, swing, 
rhythm and blues and more.

The June lineup is as fol-
lows:

n June 1 Local favorite 
Steppin’ Back plays a vari-
ety of tunes from the ’60s 
through the ’80’s and delivers 
a fun and high-energy perfor-
mance.

n June 8 Jukebox Re-
loaded, a seven-piece horn 
band, delivers classic rock, 
blues and soul from the ’60s 
through the ’80s with ar-
rangements for keyboards, 
guitar, drums, trombone, 
trumpet and saxophone.

n June 15 Blues guitarist, 
singer and songwriter James 
Armstrong has been perform-
ing since the age of 17 and 
has toured through Europe, 
Asia and the Middle East; he 
recently  released his latest 
CD, “Guitar Angels.”

n June 22 Country Sweet-
hearts, an all-girl band, 
performs a variety of country 
western hits made popular 
by Crystal Gale, Patsy Cline, 
Reba McEntire and others.

n June 29 The a capella 

doo-wop quartet Blend re-
turns with a mix of the great 
music of the ’50s and ’60s 
with today’s comedy. Blend is 
fun for audiences of all ages.

Area not-for-profits will 
have food available and 
beverages by the Main Street 
Wine Stoppe or Cave Hollow 
West Winery. Attendees are 

encouraged to bring their 
own seating.

For a compete Music Under 
the Stars 2017 schedule, visit  
marktwainmuseum.org. n

Graffiti is seen on the side of a building at the intersection of arch and Market streets in Hannibal. the building owner has allowed various 
graffiti artists to showcase their work on his property. Photo by Phil Carlson

T
o those involved 
with Project 
Street Art, it’s not 
graffiti: It’s art. 

The local 
group’s members practice the 
urban art form of painting on 
brick, stone and other materials. 

Although many outside of the 
group use spray paint to mark 
on unsuspecting buildings, Proj-
ect Street Art seeks out permis-
sion from property owners to 
paint clean, appropriate images 
on outside walls or objects. 

The group’s slogan is “art is 
not a crime,” and its goal is to 
showcase artistic talents and let 
the public appreciate urban art.

“We’re just trying to put 
ourselves out there as artists,” 

Hannibal’s Travis Gerard, 24, 
who goes by the nickname Apex, 
said. “It’s our way to bookmark 
our place in the world.”

So far, the group’s most 
prominent display is painted on 
a downtown building at the cor-
ner of Arch and Market streets. 
Formerly an apartment build-
ing, the structure now is vacant.

The father of Gerard’s friend 
and fellow group member, Seth 
Taylor, owns the building, 
and he allowed the pair to use 
its walls as their canvas. The 
duo painted Donald Duck and 
Mickey Mouse and stamped 
their work with the letters “PSA” 
about a week before Easter 
Sunday.

“I like doing cartoons, and 
Seth likes script work,” Gerard 
explained. “We don’t like to 
draw attention to ourselves, so 

we usually paint at night and 
just have a good time together 
while doing so.”

Sometimes when they paint, 
police become suspicious, but 
after explaining that they have 
permission to paint where they 
are, the police let them continue.

“As long as there are no drug 
references or profanity, it’s OK,” 
Gerard said. Since painting the 
famous Disney characters, the 
pair has received increased posi-
tive feedback from admirers. 

However, after Hannibal City 
Council passed a new anti-
graffiti ordinance in late March, 
Project Street Art is “playing 
it safe” and exercising caution 
about where to paint, Gerard 
said. 

The anti-graffiti ordinance 
uses city funds to remove graf-
fiti from public property, and 

monetary compensation will 
be given to people who provide 
information leading to the iden-
tity and apprehension of graffiti 
vandals.

“If any other artists out there 
want to do this too, instead of 
destroying someone else’s prop-
erty, come talk to us,” Gerard 
said. “Stay legal, and stay safe. 
Hopefully, (Project Street Art) 
will cut down on local crime.”

Urban art has been gaining 
popularity.

About two years ago, Google’s 
Cultural Institute launched an 
online depository of more than 
5,000 graffiti images as part 
of its Google Art Project, and 
many urban areas, including 
New York, have groups of street 
artists who legally paint in the 
city’s boroughs. n   

Group encourages artists to paint on properties legally

|	By	Ashley	Szatala
 hannibalmag.com
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House • Office 
Apartment • Moving

Construction  
Commercial  • Weekly  

Bi-Weekly • Monthly   
 As Needed

CLEANING SERVICES
CALL LIBBY EVANS for a free estimate!

573-822-3998
Cleaning For A Reason is a non-
profit organization that gives the gift 
of free house cleaning to women 
undergoing treatment 
for any type of cancer. 
Ask me how to apply, 
donate or about free 
cleaning services.

Licensed, Insured, Bonded, Honest, 
Experienced & Affordable

We tailor our Cleaning Services
to meet YOUR NEEDS!

FREE
Book 9 Cleanings

GET10th
NEW CUSTOMER ONLY
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We offer detailed cleaning services that allow you to enjoy a spotless 
shine, everytime. So just relax and leave the household chores to us .

The Hannibal Parks & Rec-

reation spring pickleball league 

ended with a single-elimination 

tournament.

Jake Buckman and Aron Lee 

were the winners, with Bill 

Baker and Bob Mitchell taking 

second place.

There were 10 teams in the 

competitive league, and 16 

teams in the leisure league. 

Pickleball leagues at Admiral 

Coontz Recreation Center will 

begin again in the fall. Pickle-

ball nets are available at the 

rec center 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday and 

7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. There 

are also pickleball courts at 

Norfolk & Southern Multisports 

Park, 621 Warren Barrett Drive.  

n                                                             

Spring pickleball league ends with tournament
|	 hannibalparks.org

Left: Spring pickleball league winners Aron Lee and Jake Buckman. Right: Second place winners Bob Mitchell and Bill Baker. Submitted photos
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J
ohn Ard is a pro-

lific painter. 

The 35-year-old 

Bowling Green, 

Mo., resident 

grabs his brushes and paints 

vibrant images at least once a 

week. 

“I like to paint because it 

makes me happy,” Ard said.

He’s been painting since he 

was young and has showcased 

his work locally. More recently, 

he has entered his art into the 

Celebrate the Artist in You 

showcase at the Hannibal Arts 

Council. 

The exhibit was done in 

partnership with the Hannibal 

Regional office of the Missouri 

Department of Mental Health 

— Missouri Division of Develop-

mental Disabilities. It spotlight-

ed the creative abilities of those 

with developmental disabilities, 

such as Down syndrome and 

autism, in an eight-county re-

gion around Hannibal. Sixty-five 

artists submitted 150 examples 

of crafts and art.   

“We think it is important for 

people to display this art just 

like anybody else. Having it at 

Kelly Lockwood, left, and Shelly Cannon hang artwork  at the Hannibal Arts Council. The show celebrated the creative abilities of those with 
developmental disabilities and featured the work of 65 artists displaying 150 pieces. Photo by Phil Carlson

Celebrate the Artist in You
Exhibit showcases works of artists with disabilities

|	By	Ashley	Szatala
 hannibalmag.com



Hannibal Magazine     JUNE 2017     31     

Choosing a care facility for your 
loved one’s “home away from home” 
is a difficult decision. 

Luther Manor’s goal is to fulfill 
not only each resident’s physical, 
mental, and emotional needs, but 
social and spiritual as well.

•  24-hour Licensed Nursing Staff
•  In-house Physical Therapy
•  Contract with Licensed Physical, 

Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  In-house Podiatry, Optometry, Lab 

& X-Ray

Luther Manor
Retirement & Nursing Center

Call TODAY to see how we can bring peace of mind.
3170 Hwy 61  Hannibal, MO

573-221-5533    
www.luthermanorhannibal.com

the Hannibal Arts Council is 

great because it’s a typical set-

ting for art to be showcased,” 

Hannibal Regional self-directed 

coordinator Kelly Lockwood 

said.

Like Ard, Amanda Sanders, 

31, of Hannibal, is a painter, too. 

She painted a cross, hearts and 

handicap sign in watercolors 

and submitted them to the show.

“I’m excited that people will 

see them,” Sanders said. “It 

means a lot to me to have them 

showcased. I enjoy painting 

because it’s fun.”

However, due to the frequency 

she has been painting as of late, 

Sanders is now “taking a break,” 

she said with a laugh.

Not all pieces in the show 

were drawn or painted. Some, 

categorized as crafts, made use 

of paper and other objects.

Mary Gupton, 54, of Hanni-

bal, colored flowers from a color-

ing book and framed them. In 

the past, she completed jigsaw 

puzzles and framed those for the 

show, as well.

“It’s pretty cool to see my 

stuff displayed,” Gupton said. 

At a previous show, she won 

people’s choice for a puzzle she 

put together. 

“It might be my chance again,” 

she said. 

The people’s choice awards 

were an important part of the 

show, Lockwood said. That is 

the only chance the public had 

to select their favorite piece, 

and votes were accepted up to 

15 minutes before the people’s 

choice winner was announced. 

First, second, third place and 

honorable mention awards were 

handed out to the artists, as 

well.

Attendees also had the option 

to purchase the art and crafts. 

Prices ranged from a few dollars 

to more than $100.

“I’ve already sold two for $5 

each,” Gupton said happily. 

Each artist expressed excite-

ment at attending the show to 

see not only their work but the 

work of others.

“There’s a lot of talent here, 

and I think they love to see their 

work showcased,” Lockwood 

said. “They all have some really 

creative ideas.”

The Hannibal Arts Council, 

105 S. Main St., is open 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m. Monday and Wednesday 

through Friday. Its hours on Sat-

urday are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. n
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I
n just eight months, 2 

Besties Biscuits has 

taken off in more ways 

than founders and best 

friends Angela Brown 

and Paula Brown could have 

imagined. 

The Hannibal-based pair 

started 2 Besties Biscuits in 

September after struggling to 

find biscuits made with all-nat-

ural ingredients for their dogs. 

They began selling homemade 

biscuits packaged in pink boxes 

in businesses around Hannibal 

starting Sept. 16. For every pack-

age purchased, 20 percent of the 

proceeds went to the Northeast 

Missouri Humane Society. 

But 20 percent wasn’t enough, 

the friends decided.

Exclusively from Jan. 27 

through April 30, all proceeds 

from every package purchased 

were donated to the Humane 

Society as part of what the pair 

calls Operation: Feed the Fur-

balls.

Angela Brown and Paula 

Brown cashed in the monthslong 

mission proceeds on May 6. With 

the money, they were able to 

provide 4,832 meals to dogs at the 

Humane Society.

“The number of meals was de-

termined by the size and number 

of dogs at the Humane Society 

right now,” Angela Brown said 

in May.

The pair and some helpers 

dropped off 50 40-pound bags 

and 170 cans of dog food, as well 

as 164 cans of puppy food.   

“We are astonished by the 

number. We wish we could 

literally hug every human that 

purchased a pink box,” Angela 

Brown said. 

“This community is truly awe-

some. They have proven that we 

can come together to selflessly 

give. The local businesses that 

participated in this giving com-

munity project are all fantastic. 

They, along with the people that 

made purchases, did this. We just 

baked and boxed.”

“It takes a lot of pressure off 

of our shoulders in finding their 

next meal. Their generosity is 

amazing. The dogs appreciate it,” 

Humane Society office manager 

Meredith McCammon said. “We 

heavily rely on donations, and 

the community really pitched in 

to help.”

Since September, the friends 

have expanded their businesss.

The sales of T-shirts and 

totebags launched May 1, and 

20 percent to 40 percent of those 

proceeds will benefit the Humane 

Society.

Regular customers may now 

text “JOIN” to 62687 to receive 

promotions and freebies.

People may purchase new 

biscuits made of produce, herbs 

and honey from local farmers, 

and they can stock up on Twain 

Treats, which are peanut but-

ter biscuits shaped like Mark 

Twain’s face and mustache and a 

ship’s wheel.

2 Besties Biscuits will be at the 

Hannibal Central Park Farmers 

Market throughout the summer, 

and products can be purchased 

there in addition to select busi-

nesses around town. 

While visiting the Farmers 

Market, people can expect to 

see some weekend giveaways, 

human cookies, handmade dog-

related wearables, dog bandanas, 

homemade pet paw wax and 

other items. When cookies are 

sold, those proceeds will benefit a 

local organization that supports 

children with cancer. 

Packages of biscuits may be 

purchased at Chocolaterie Stam; 

Dempsey & Dempsey Law Firm; 

Finn’s Food & Spirits; Hannibal 

Chiropractic & Wellness; Jason 

Utterback with American Family 

Insurance; Java Jive; Mark Twain 

Dinette; Ole Planters Restaurant; 

Scissors and B&B Haircare; and 

YOUnique Art Studio. n

Austin Brown, left, lifts a bag of dog food and gives it to his mother, 
Paula Brown. Paula Brown is a co-founder of 2 Besties Biscuits, which 
is hosted Operation: Feed the Furballs. Submitted photo. 

Operation: Feed the furballs
2 Besties Biscuits donates 4,832 meals to feed dogs at NEMO Humane Society

|	By	Ashley	Szatala
 hannibalmag.com
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T
he Molly Brown 

Birthplace 

and Museum, 

situated at the 

corner of Mark 

Twain Avenue and Denkler’s 

Alley, now is under the manage-

ment of the Hannibal Convention 

and Visitors Bureau after three 

years of care from the Hannibal 

History Museum Foundation.

The foundation’s contract to 

manage the site expired in April, 

and it decided not to renew.

“The Molly Brown house is 

owned by the city, and we feel we 

have a responsibility to oversee 

it now even though we are not 

set up to oversee an attraction,” 

Tourism Director Gail Bryant 

said. 

“We’ll be celebrating Molly 

Brown’s 150th birthday in July, 

and that is another reason why 

we took over instead of seeking 

out other management.”

The birthplace and museum 

tell the life and history of Mar-

garet Tobin Brown, famously 

known as Unsinkable Molly 

Brown because Brown survived 

the sinking of the Titanic in 

1912. 

Visitors to the home learn 

about Brown’s childhood, her 

pride in being from Hannibal as 

“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” 

experienced worldwide suc-

cess, her marriage, community 

service, and,  most famously, her 

experience aboard the Titanic 

and her efforts to aid survivors 

after the ship’s sinking. 

Brown died in 1932 at the age 

of 65. 

In 1965, about the same time 

the musical and movie “The 

Unsinkable Molly Brown,” which 

starred the late Debbie Reynolds, 

made her a household name, 

the Marion County Historical 

Society purchased the home, re-

stored it and opened it for tours.

Quincy residents Vicki and 

Terrell Dempsey purchased the 

home nearly 20 years ago after it 

sat closed for decades and reno-

vated the property. Afterward, 

they operated it as a museum 

until donating it to the city of 

Hannibal in 2007.

The home and museum will 

be open to visitors from Memo-

rial Day to Labor Day. Hours 

are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday. n

Molly Brown House  
under new management

The Molly Brown Birthplace and Museum sits at the corner of Mark 
Twain Avenue and Denkler’s Alley. Photo by Phil Carlson

|	By	Ashley	Szatala
 hannibalmag.com



34    JUNE 2017    Hannibal Magazine

M
elissa 

Scholes 

Young’s 

debut 

novel, 

“Flood,” is a contemporary story 

set in Hannibal.

Young, a native of Hannibal, 

taps into many of the themes of 

Mark Twain’s work — the need 

for adventure, complicated ties 

to home, staking one’s identity 

and emotional yearning — in a 

story about a young woman’s 

return to Hannibal, the town 

that both haunts her and draws 

her back. 

In the story, Laura Brooks, 

28, never intended to return to 

Hannibal for more than a fly-by 

visit. She left the town after 

high school, studying nursing 

in St. Louis before landing in 

Florida. But her life has not 

worked out as she dreamed, 

and she makes her way back 

to Hannibal as a temporary 

fix. Little has changed. Her 

resentful mother still lives in 

the same trailer near the river 

where Laura and her brother, 

Trey, grew up without a father. 

And Laura’s best friend, Rose, 

is living through an ugly di-

vorce. 

There are still things that 

Laura loves about the town. 

With the Fourth of July ap-

proaching, the community is 

enmeshed in its annual contest 

to choose a Tom Sawyer and 

Becky Thatcher from among the 

local children, and Rose’s son, 

Bobby — whom Laura loves 

as if he were her own — is a 

contender. Laura tries to help 

Bobby snag the role. At the 

same time, flood warnings are 

in effect, just as they were 10 

years before when Laura left 

town, after the levees broke and 

her heart was broken, too, by a 

boy named Sammy.

Her high school reunion, 

and all that implies, fast ap-

proaches. But it is when Sammy 

resurfaces the emotional turbu-

lence of the past returns. Like 

Huck Finn before her, Laura’s 

impulse is to flee. If she makes 

the choice to stay, though, there 

is always a chance at love — 

and at a rebuilt life in the place 

that, try as she might, she can 

never stop calling home. n

Hannibal inspires author

AboUt thE AUthor

Melissa Scholes Young was 

born and reared in Hannibal, 

and still proudly claims it as 

her hometown. Her writing 

has appeared in the Atlantic, 

Washington Post, Narrative, 

Ploughshares, Poets & Writers 

and other literary journals. She 

teaches at American University 

in Washington, D.C. For more 

information, go to melissascho-

lesyoung.com.

AUthor to visit 

hANNibAl

Friday, June 30 

Hannibal Arts Council, 105 

S. Main St.

4 p.m. Navigating the 

Writing and Publishing Path

Young will share her experi-

ences writing, selling and 

publishing her first novel. She’ll 

discuss her work for national 

magazines, newspapers and 

literary journals.  

5 p.m. Author reading and 

signing; books will be for sale. 

Saturday, July 1

Mark Twain Museum

5 p.m. Writing from Roots

Young will discuss how Mark 

Twain’s work influenced her 

own, with author reading and 

signing. Books will be for sale.

New book taps into need for adventure, staking one’s identity

|	 hannibalarts.comMORE 8
INFORMATION



Hannibal Magazine     JUNE 2017     35     

A Guiding Light in Health Care

Our compassionate 
team provides

Long-term care placement
Rehabilitation home services
Secure residential care
State-of-the-art therapy

   Levering Regional 
   Health Care Center

1734 Market Street, Hannibal

573-221-2930

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

mdc.mo.gov

Stay in touch with 
nature happenings.

To receive emails or texts, sign up at
mdc.mo.gov/govdelivery

Stay in touch_Hannibal Mag_3x5.indd   1 9/9/15   9:36 AM

R
iver Bluffs Paint Out, a three-day plein air paint-

ing event, is set for Friday, June 2, in Canton, Mo., 

Saturday, June 3, in Quincy, Ill., and Sunday June 

4, in Hannibal.

Artists will work outdoors, capturing im-

pressions of their surroundings — landscape and architectural 

features of each city.

The event will take place rain or shine. Each day a professional 

artist will judge the submitted work and awards will be presented. 

Daily cash awards will be $500 for first place, $250 for second place 

and $150 for third place. A reception will be held each day for par-

ticipating artists, and a separate reception and exhibit of the day’s 

works will be open to the public.

Rules for the inaugural River Bluffs Paint Out allow acceptance 

of up to 30 artists daily. Each day, 7 to 9 a.m., before starting work, 

artists must bring canvases and/or papers to a designated check-in 

location to receive the day’s stamp, which is required for the work 

to be entered into the day’s competition.

Check-in locations, which will remain open throughout the day, 

will include water, restrooms and tables for artwork preparation. 

Deadline for entering the day’s contest will be 4 p.m. Judging will 

begin at 5 p.m. and at 5:45 p.m. private selections by purchase 

award patrons will take place. The public exhibit and reception 

open at 6:30 p.m.; award announcements will be at 7 p.m. Sales to 

the public during the exhibit and reception will be encouraged; 

each artist will conduct individual sales.

On-site registration will be $30.

Check-in locations are 4th Street Warehouse at 112 N. 4th St., 

Canton; Washington Theater, 427 Hampshire, Quincy; and Hanni-

bal Arts Council, 105 S. Main, Hannibal.  Information is available 

at showmecanton.com.  The event is sponsored by Hannibal Arts 

Council, Illinois Arts Council, Missouri Arts Council, Canton Mo 

Tourism Commission, Canton Main Street Association and Culver-

Stockton College. n

River Bluffs
Paint Out
Artists will work outdoors to 
paint nearby surroundings

|	 hannibalarts.com

JUNE 2 TO 4 • 4 p.m. deadline to enter contest
Locations vary
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Parks & rec  calendar
www.hannibalparks.org8

Keep in Touch
More information available at hannibalparks.org

Sign up for bimonthly e-newsletter.

Follow Hannibal Parks on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram

Upcoming events
Movies in the Park
Saturday,June 3, at Huckleberry Park.“The Secret Life of Pets.” The 

movie is scheduled to begin at 8:30 p.m. or when it is dark. There is no 

admission charge. Those planning to attend are encouraged to bring 

blankets or lawn chairs. Before the movie, at about 8 p.m. there will be a 

performance of the Quincy Kennel Club’s Square Dancing Dogs and Drill 

Team. The team has been performing for the public for over 25 years.  The 

routines utilize basic obedience exercises and tricks set to music. 

                                                                                    
Big Dirt Dig
9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, June 3. Next to Admiral Coontz Recreation Center.

Sponsored by Parents as Teachers and Hannibal Parks & Recreation.

 
2017 swiM Lessons
Session 1: June 12 to 22 (Monday through Thursday) - 6:10 to 6:50 p.m. 

(registration deadline June 9)

Session 2: July 10 to 20 (Monday through Thursday)) - 11 to 11:40 a.m. 

(registration deadline July 7)

Session 3: July 10 to 20 (Monday through Thursday)) - 6:10 to 6:50 p.m. 

(registration deadline July 7)

Hannibal Aquatic Center. Cost is $40 per child (minimum age is 4 years 

old). Limited to 24 slots per session. Register only at Hannibal Parks & 

Recreation, 320 Broadway.

 
stanDuP PaDDLeBoarD Yoga
Saturday, June 10, at Hannibal Aquatic Center. 2 sessions, 8 to 9:45 

a.m. and 10 to 11:45 a.m. $25 per person, pre-registration encouraged, 10 

people per class. Open to all skill levels, all equipment provided. Register 

at Hannibal Parks & Recreation office, 320 Broadway

 
sMiLe-a-MiLe BuDDY waLk
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, June 10, at Nipper Park.  Every year, Marion 

County Services teams up with the National Down Syndrome Society to 

help raise awareness about those with Down syndrome and other devel-

opmental disabilities with a one-mile walk. Walkers, vendors and donors 

welcome. mcsddsamwalk.blogspot.com/

 
suMMer CaMP
June 12 to 16. Sponsored by Hannibal Parks & Recreation and Bluff City 

Theater. Down by the River (for ages 5 to 7) 10 a.m. to noon Monday 

through Friday June 12 to 16. Includes a creek walk, crafts and interactive 

river stories. Meet at Bluff City Theater Annex, 313 Broadway. Register 

online at bluffcitytheater.com Registration forms available at Bluff City 

Theater, 212 Broadway or at HPR office, 320 Broadway. More information: 

yeti@bluffcitytheater.com

 
night hike through soDaLis nature Preserve
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, June 24. Meet at parking lot of Sodalis 

Nature Preserve. Hike up to the bat caves, exploring nature signs along 

the way. Pause for a story at the top, then return in the dark with sensory 

awareness activities. Hike will be on paved paths, about 2 miles.  Guided 

by nature educator Gale Rublee. Free but reservations must be made by 

calling Hannibal Parks & Recreation at 221-0154 or emailing mlrichards@

hannibal-mo.gov

                                                  
suMMer soLstiCe Creek waLk
10 a.m. to noon, Wednesday, June 21. Meet at beginning of Bear Creek 

walkway off Main Street. Wear shoes you can get wet and walk on rocks 

with. Bring water and a small bucket. Ages 5 and up. Five to 8-year-olds 

must be accompanied by an adult. Limit 15. Free but reservations must 

be made by calling Hannibal Parks & Recreation at 221-0154 or emailing 

mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov

 
CarDBoarD Boat raCes
Saturday, June 24, at Hannibal Aquatic Center.

Boat check-in is 8 a.m., with the first launch at 9 a.m. Only youth ages 8 to 

18 are allowed. Each boat should be for two people.

There are three categories:

• Fastest Boat

• Titanic Award

• Best Decorated

The boats and oars must be made of only cardboard and tape. Registra-

tion must be made by June 19 at the Hannibal Parks & Recreation office 

at City Hall, 320 Broadway. The registration fee is $10 per boat. Rules and 

regulations at hannibalparks.org. n
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Foundation

5/10/15K RUN AND 5K WALK

All proceeds benefit Hannibal Regional Foundation’s Cherish Campaign.

HANNIBAL CANNIBAL
22nd Annual

hrhf.org | 573-629-3577

ADVANCE
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Official Sponsor

Don’t forget about the Fun Run!  
All proceeds from the Fun Run benefit Hannibal Children’s Center.  
The Fun Run is for kids ages 10 and under and starts immediately 
following the Hannibal Cannibal.

Register at:

hannibalcannibal.com

July 1st at 7:00 am
During National Tom Sawyer Days
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Hannibal 

Arts
HANNIBAL ARTS 
COUNCIL GALLERY
 
HAC GAllEry HoUrs
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
 

May 22 to June 1

PoP-UP ExHibit

BRENDA BECK FISHER, Watercolor

June 9 to July 8

FiVE ExHibits
2016 oriGiNAlE bEst oF sHoW WiNNErs

Brenda Benson, painting/collage

Mary Ann Brinkley, painting

CoMiC rEliEF

Bill Beard, Kurt Parsons, Jason Muhr

tHE GArFiElD CollECtioN HANNibAl Art ClUb

Fresh Art

*tHE PHotoGrAPHy CHANNEl

America’s Hometown

 

Opening Reception: Friday, June 9,  5 to 7 p.m.
Sponsored by:       Hannibal Art Club
 

*TO ENTER AMERICA’S HOMETOWN: Submit digital photos by Wednes-

day, June 7. Entries should feature Hannibal — buildings, landmarks, people, 

the Mississippi River, streets, etc. Attach up to five of your favorite  

CoNtiNUEs oN 40
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National Tom 
Sawyer Days

Guide to all festivities • Map & schedule

National Tom 
Sawyer Days

M     A     G     A     Z     I     N     E

NEXT MONTH IN
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Hannibal-related digital photos to an email (or send in separate emails) 

and send to kerrieo@hannibalarts.com.  Put your name in the subject line 

or in the body of the email so that participants may be identified with their 

photos.

 
 

ARTY PARTY
Arty Party programs are designed for those looking to have a fun time 

while creating art and those with no prior painting experience.  We provide 

the supplies and professional artist to lead you through the project and you 

provide the creativity — and optional snacks and beverages. All programs 

are held at the Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.

Arty Party programs are only $25 for HAC members and $35 for the general 

public.  Participants must be 18 years of age or older to participate.  To regis-

ter, contact HAC at 573-221-6545 or reservations@hannibalarts.com.

  
GROOVY BUS

Brew Skies Music Festival pre-event

Classic VW bus on 12”x12” canvas

Tuesday, June 6

6 to 8 p.m.

 

AMERICA’S HOMETOWN

Classic Hannibal image on 12”x12” canvas

Friday, June 23

7 to 9 p.m.

 

SECOND SATURDAY GALLERY NIGHT 

Give yourself and treat, get out of the house and stroll Hannibal’s beautiful 

Downtown galleries each Second Saturday — art, wine, friends and special 

events.

 

Saturday, June 10, 5 to 8 p.m.
 

Hannibal Alliance Art Gallery, 112 N. Main St.

Drawing for a piece of artwork at 6 p.m.

Milly’s Abby Rose Gallery, 110 N. Main St.

Drawing for a piece of artwork at 6:30 

p.m.

Gallery 310, 310 N. Main St.

Drawing for a piece of artwork at 7 p.m.

 

CONTINUES FROM 38
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RIVER BLUFFS PAINT OUT

June 2 to 4
Artist Guidelines and Registration Form: 
showmecanton.com
 

Plein air artists 18 years of age or older are eligible to participate. Artwork 

must be done outdoors, en plein air, during the event. All paint and drawing 

mediums are accepted. There are no size limits on canvas and paper. Artists 

will work onsite within the city limits of each city on the following days. Art-

ists must work on public property or on private property with

landowner’s permission.

 

Plein air painting by day
Friday, June 2, artists will paint in Canton.

Saturday, June 3, artists will paint in Quincy, Ill.

Sunday, June 4, artists will paint in Hannibal.

 

Fresh Art exhibits/receptions/awards by night
Friday, June 2, 6:30 to 8 p.m. , 4th Street Warehouse, 112 N. 4th St., Canton.

Saturday, June 3, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Washington Theater, 427 Hampshire St., 

Quincy, Ill.

Sunday, June 4, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St., Han-

nibal.

 

AIR NATIONAL GUARD BANDS

FREE COMMUNITY CONCERT
Air National Guard Band of the Midwest
Concert Band * Jazz Ensemble * Rock Band

CONTINUES ON 42
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Friday, June 30

7:30 p.m.

Parker Theater, Roland Fine Arts Center, HLGU

Sponsored by: Hannibal Concert Association, Hannibal Arts Council, Han-

nibal Courier-Post

The Air National Guard Band of the Midwest — 46-member Concert Band, 

Harmony in Blue jazz ensemble and Permanent Party rock band — will 

perform. Stationed at the Peoria Air National Guard Base and attached to 

the 182nd Airlift Wing, this group serves as musical ambassadors of the 

Midwest. The highly trained musicians are citizen-soldiers, performing 

with the Air National Guard Band of the Midwest only two days per month, 

and traveling on a two-week performance tour in the summer. While their 

primary area of responsibility encompasses Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota and 

Wisconsin, the Band of the Midwest has also traveled and performed for 

both civilian and military audiences including presidents, nobility and digni-

taries throughout the United States and the world.

 
SPECIAL HANNIBAL EVENTS
 

Friday, June 30
Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.
4 p.m. Navigating the Writing and Publishing Path. Melissa Scholes Young 

will share her 

experiences writ-

ing, selling and 

publishing her first 

novel. She’ll answer 

questions and talk 

about her work for 

national magazines, 

newspapers and 

literary journals.  

5 p.m. Author read-

ing and signing. 

Join us to toast our 

hometown writer 

followed by a sign-

ing. Books will be 

for sale. 

 

Saturday, July 1
Mark Twain 
Museum, 120 N. 
Main St.
5 p.m. Writing from Roots. Melissa Scholes Young will discuss how Mark 

Twain’s work has influenced her own. Join us for a reading from her novel, 

“Flood,” followed by a signing. Books will be for sale.. n

CoNTINUES FRom 42
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June 1  Music Under the Stars — Steppin’ Back  Page 27

June 2 Relay for Life of Marion County Page 44

June 8 Music Under the Stars — Jukebox Reloaded   

Page 27

June 10 Cave Hollow West Winery — Brew Skies 

Music Festival Page 7

June 10 Mark Twain Cave and Campground — 

Brew Skies Music Festival Page 6

June 15 Music Under the Stars — James 

Armstrong Page 27

June 19 Tom and Becky Dinner Cruise 

Page 10

June 19 Juneteenth Celebration Page 12

June 22 Music Under the Stars — 

Country Sweethearts Page 27

June 24 Cave Hollow West Winery — Liz 

Bentley Page 7

June 24 Fiesta Del Sol — Central Park Page 

11

June 29 Music Under the Stars — Blend Page 

27

June 30-July 4 Cave Hollow West Winery — 

Tom Sawyer Days Page 7

June 30-July 30 National Tom Sawyer Days 

Page 49

July 1 Hannibal Cannibal — Downtown Hannibal 

Page 37
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JUNE  local events
MoNday, May 29

8:15 a.m. Memorial Day Ride in Memory of Charlotte Goldinger at 

James E. Cary Cancer Center, 5985 Hospital Drive, Hannibal.  Cost $10. 

Event starts at 8:15 a.m. with a tribute and group photo. Departure time 

is 8:30 a.m. Parking is available at the Cancer Clinic parking lot. This is a 

recreational ride to attract riders of all ages and ability levels. It features 

organized rest stops, SAG service and a social afterwards at Fiddlesticks, 

8945 U.S. 36 in Hannibal. Distance options are 21, 32 and 50 miles. Hel-

mets are required. All funds from the ride will go to benefit the James 

E. Cary Cancer Center. For more information, contact Cathy Whitley at 

clwhitley55gmail.com.

ThUrsday, JUNE 1
7 p.m. Music Under the Stars at Mark Twain’s boyhood home, 120 N. 

Main St., Hannibal. Steppin’ Back performs. Enjoy free outdoor concerts 

every Thursday in June, July and August. Food and drinks available for 

purchase. For more information, go to marktwainmuseum.org. 

7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, 

Hannibal. Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn reunite in 1920s Hannibal after 

their adventures, hashing over the good old days and revealing secrets. 

For more information, go to bluffcitytheater.com or call 573-719-3226.

Friday, JUNE 2
Noon New London Park Days at Historic Ralls County Courthouse, 311 

S. Main St., New London. Free. Two-day summer festival that includes a 

large-scale carnival, music, food booths and arts and craft vendors. plus 

wine and craft beer festival, 5K run/walk, classic car cruise, beer garden, 

parade, baby contest, kids corner, cornhole tournament and more fam-

ily activities.

4 p.m. Relay For LIfe of Marion County on Main Street in downtown 

Hannibal. Free. Fundraising event for the American Cancer Society. This 

is a family-friendly event that offers food, games, music, entertainment 

and more. The theme is Cruising Thru The Decades.  Teams will be using 

this theme to offer fun things at their booths. Relay for Life also offers a 

Survivor Dinner for cancer survivors in the Y Men’s Pavilion hosted by 

the James E. Cary Cancer Center. Survivors receive gifts and are hon-

ored in a survivor lap. Luminiaria bags are available for purchase online 

or at the event for $5 until 8 p.m. At 9 p.m., the luminaria ceremony 

lights each of these bags and names are read aloud of those honored 

with bags in memory of or in honor of their fight with cancer. Entertain-

ment this year includes Jacqueline Kaufman.

7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.”

saTUrday, JUNE 3
8 a.m. New London Park Days.

9:30 a.m. Big Dirt Dig next to Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 301 

Warren Barrett Drive, Hannibal.

2 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.”
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JUNE  local events

4:30 p.m. Bob Willett Memorial Pork Fest at Knights of Columbus, 1 

Columbus Road, Hannibal. Costs $1 to $10. The Pork Fest is an event to 

honor Bob and raise money to support his memorial scholarship. There 

will be ribs, pork loin, pulled pork with spiral potatoes and other sides. 

Tokens will be sold for $1 each. These tokens will be used to purchase 

the food and beverages at the event. Seth Wade and Mike Moore will 

provide live entertainment. There will also be a silent auction to support 

the Eugene Field Playground Project. 

7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.”

8:30 p.m. Movies in the Park at Huckleberry Park, Hannibal. Free. “The 

Secret Life of Pets” is scheduled to begin 8:30 p.m. or when it is dark. 

Those planning to attend should bring blankets or lawn chairs. Before 

the movie, there will be a performance by the Quincy Kennel Club’s 

Square Dancing Dogs and Drill Team. 

MoNday, JUNE 5
4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra. TOPS promotes successful, affordable weight management. 

Visitors are welcome to attend their first TOPS meeting free of charge.

WEdNEsday, JUNE 7
7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.”

ThUrsday, JUNE 8
7 p.m. Music Under the Stars. Jukebox Reloaded performs.

CoNTiNUEs oN 46
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7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.” 

Friday, JUNE 9
7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.”

SatUrday, JUNE 10
All day Brew Skies Music Festival at Mark Twain Cave Complex, 300 

Cave Hollow Road, Hannibal. Enjoy a summer music festival, brew 

competition and camping. For more information, go to the “Brew Skies 

Music Festival” Facebook page or hannibalbrews.com.

7 a.m. At Brew Skies Music Festival: 5K run to benefit the Eugene Field 

Playground Project. The goal is to provide a playground area for the 

students and children of the community. Cost $20.

8 a.m. Standup Paddleboard Yoga at Hannibal Aquatic Center, 1700 

Pleasant St., Hannibal. Cost $25. Pre-registration is encouraged as there 

will be 10 people per class. Classes are open to all skill levels, and all 

equipment will be provided. Register at Hannibal Parks and Recreation 

office, 320 Broadway, Hannibal. 

9 a.m. Smile-A-Mile Buddy Walk at Nipper Park, Hannibal. Marion 

County Services teams up with National Down Syndrome Society to 

help raise awareness about Down syndrome and other developmental 

disabilities with a 1-mile walk. For more information, go to mcsddsam-

walk.blogspot.com.

10 a.m. Flag Day parade and Howdy Neighbor Day in Palmyra.

10 a.m. Standup Paddleboard Yoga.

Call now to book your 2017 Event
(Wedding, Reunion, Meeting, Baby Shower and More)
Pool party package includes access to our indoor pool 
as well as the Coral Room that seats up to 40 people 

for up to 5 hours.

Contact the banquet/office manager at
573-221-4000  

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday–Friday.

liz.propst@qualityinnhannibal.com
120 Lindsey Dr.  • Hwy 36 • Hannibal , MO

Plan Your Next Event 
With Us.

You are invited to the 
Kids in Motion

Daddy Daughter Dance
Proudly brought to you by 

Hannibal Parks and Recreation 
and our valued sponsors,

Saturday, June 24, 2017 from 6-8 PM 
Admiral Coontz Recreation Center 
301 Warren Barrett Drive, Hannibal

Young ladies ages 0-12, and their guest, will enjoy face-painting, 
a photo booth with prints to take home, dessert, drinks, and mu-
sic & dancing! Karen's Dance Academy will teach a short dance!
Father figures or significant adult role models for the  family are 

welcome. Every child must be accompanied by an adult.  
Stand by “dad’s will also be available at the event to dance with 

any young ladies who might need a dance partner.  

This daddy daughter dance is open to the public, and benefits 
the Hannibal Kids in Motion and Teens in Motions programs.

Admission: $20 per pair, $5.00 per additional child
Come dressed in summer or Hawaiian clothes!

Register at the 
Douglass Community Services, 

711 Grand Ave., 
or call 573-221-3892 x 246 

by June 21st.

ALOHA!

CoNtiNUES From 45



Hannibal Magazine     JUNE 2017     47     

JUNE  local events
5 p.m. Second Saturday Gallery Walk in downtown Hannibal. Wander 

from gallery to gallery and enjoy guest artists, food and friends. 

7 p.m. Lindsey Parrish Show and Dance at Halls Hall, 220 S. Main St., 

Palmyra. Cost $8. Reservations by 4 p.m. show days by calling 214-226-

2548. Home-cooked food available.

7:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn.”

MoNday, JUNE 12
10 a.m. Summer Camp at Bluff City Theater Annex, 313 Broadway, 

Hannibal. Sponsored by Hannibal Parks and Recreation and Bluff City 

Theater. For ages five to seven. Register online at bluffcitytheater.com. 

For more information, contact yeti@bluffcitytheater.com.

4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center.

TUEsday, JUNE 13
All day Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting at Hannibal-La-

Grange University, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. For more information 

go to sbcannualmeeting.net/sbc17 or contact Lauren Youse at lauren.

youse@hlg.edu or 573-629-3126.

WEdNEsday, JUNE 14
All day Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting.

ThUrsday, JUNE 15
7 p.m. Music Under the Stars. James Armstrong

Friday, JUNE 16
5 p.m. Down by the River at Y-Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street, Hannibal. Relax 

and unwind with live music, cold drinks and a good time.

saTUrday, JUNE 17
8 a.m. Lone Wolf Bike Show on Hill Street, Hannibal. A variety of bikes 

will line Hill Street in the heart of historic downtown Hannibal. Registra-

tion opens at 8 a.m.; trophies will be handed out at 2:30 p.m. For more 

information, call 573-795-6335.

CoNTiNUEs oN 48
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JUNE  local events

7 p.m. Summer Music in downtown Canton. For more information, call 

573-228-4413.

MoNday, JUNE 19
3 p.m. Juneteenth Celebration sponsored by Jim’s Journey: The Huck 

Finn Freedom Center, 509 N. Third St., Hannibal. Free. Celebrate African-

American Emancipation Day with events designed to entertain and 

educate. For more information, call Faye Dant at 217-617-1507.

4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center.

WEdNEsday, JUNE 21
6:30 p.m. Mark Twain Postcard Club at Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. 

Main St., Hannibal. Free. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. A brief program 

related to postcards and other paper collectibles will follow.

10 a.m. Summer Solstice Creek Walk starting at Bear Creek off Main 

Street, Hannibal. Free. Wear shoes that can get wet and walk on rocks. 

Bring water and a small bucket. Event is for ages five and up, but children 

ages five to eight must be accompanied by an adult. Reservations can be 

made by calling 221-0154 or emailing mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov.

ThUrsday, JUNE 22
All Day Raised At Full Draw at Gardner Camp, 26558 160th St., Hull, Ill. 

Cost  $175. Ages 12 to 18. Payments include membership to Pope and 

Young Club. Each RAFD Camp is unique to its location. With 330 acres 

of land in the Mississippi River bottoms, the camp is a natural stopping 

place for many migrating birds and has plentiful deer and other wildlife. 

Treestand and ground blind setup, safety and survival are taught to 

prepare young new hunters for any and all types of conditions and situ-

ations. Campers will learn the art of finding game after a shot, when and 

where to take that shot. The 3-D course consists of a minimum of 20 tar-

gets varying in species from bears to bulls, carp to canine. The targets 

are strategically located to teach the best skill sets in hunting. Shooters 

will be faced with all sorts of situations, uphill, downhill, in cover and in 

the wide open, but always in an effective range. 

7 p.m. Music Under the Stars. Cowboy Sweethearts performs.

Friday, JUNE 23

All Day Raised At Full Draw at Gardner Camp.

saTUrday, JUNE 24
8 a.m. Raised At Full Draw at Gardner Camp.

8 a.m. Cardboard Boat Races at Hannibal Aquatic Center, 1700 Pleasant 

St, Hannibal. Cost $10. Boat check-ins start at 8 a.m. First lauch is 9 a.m. 

For children ages eight to 18. Each boat should be available for two 

people. Categories are fastest boat, Titanic award and best decorated. 

Boats and oars must be made of only cardboard and tape. Registration 

must be made by June 19 at Hannibal Park and Recreation office, 320 

Broadway St., Hannibal. For more information, go to hannibalparks.org.

CoNTiNUEs FroM 47



Hannibal Magazine     JUNE 2017     49     

JUNE  local events

11 a.m. Fiesta del Sol in Central Park, Hannibal. Celebrate the beginning 

of summer with craft beer, live music and summer fun in Central Park. 

For more information, go to hannibalfiestadelsol.com or call 573-221-

1656.

7:30 p.m. Night Hike at Sodalis Nature Preserve, Hannibal. Free. Hike 

up to the bat caves, and explore nature signs along the way. Pause 

for a story at the top then return in the dark with sensory awareness 

activities. Hike will be on paved paths, about 2 miles. Guided by nature 

educator Gale Rublee. Reservations can be made by calling 221-0154 or 

emailing mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov.

SUNday, JUNE 25
8 a.m. Raised At Full Draw at Gardner Camp.

MoNday, JUNE 26
4:30 p.m. TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center.

ThUrSday, JUNE 29
7 p.m. Music Under the Stars. Blend performs.

Friday, JUNE 30
All day National Tom Sawyer Days in downtown Hannibal. The annual 

festival offers something for all ages and interests. Contests include the 

national fence-painting competition, the frog-jump contest and the Tom 

& Becky contest. For more information, go to hannibaljaycees.org/ntsd-

2016.html.

SaTUrday, JUly 1
All day National Tom Sawyer Days.

SUNday, JUly 2
All day National Tom Sawyer Days.

MoNday, JUly 3
All day National Tom Sawyer Days. n
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I 
remember walking the 

railroad tracks on hot 

summer evenings with 

my Pop after supper. 

With fishing poles slung 

over our shoulders, and the Mis-

sissippi River as a backdrop, we 

appeared to be a Norman Rockwell 

painting come to life. Role models 

in life are essential, and I couldn’t 

have handpicked one any better.

I remember one evening when 

I was about 6 years old, reliving 

one such scenario. I asked my 

Pop if he could whistle the theme 

song of “The Andy Griffith Show.” 

Looking back, I think we probably 

appeared exactly like the opening 

of that television program. My Pop 

obliged, and I tossed a rock just as 

Opie would have.

Black-and-white television was 

the only world I knew outside of 

hanging out with the neighborhood 

folks. I liked the silliness and the life-

lessons shared on many of those old 1960s shows.

Life was far simpler then, and the television was a direct reflec-

tion of that. Suppertime was when we shared our day’s events, and 

seldom was there not a friend or two waiting at the back door for me 

to finish my meal. The television was never on during supper.

I remember when the evening news came on after supper. You 

could hear a pin drop. Pop was a veteran of two wars, and my 

parents were glued to the television as Walter Cronkite talked about 

faraway lands like Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. I didn’t really un-

derstand as my friends and I were playing war, young soldiers were 

dying in Southeast Asia. The only soldiers I paid attention to were in 

John Wayne movies or on weekly television series. We were blessed 

not to have internet back then. I can imagine my future would have 

been very different with media at my fingertips.

It was a time of innocence for those too young to grasp what 

war was. I know my mom was worried as I grew. She saw the war 

escalate, and the troop commitment grew. Many of our local young 

men had already shipped out, and the draft continued to select many 

more. The war grew as I did. It was my mom’s biggest fear.

When I am home alone, or awake before the rest of my family, I 

try to find the TV Land channel on our television. It is like being 

transported back in time to my 

youth. I watch the same silly 

shows I did as a child. I appreci-

ate them more today because I 

see the family values, the subtle 

life-lessons and brilliant writing. 

It was proof that comedy and 

vulgarity are not synonymous.

I enjoy tuning in television and 

viewing a world that is not about 

greed and selfishness. This was 

an era during which people actu-

ally cared about their friends 

and neighbors. Family was a 

sacred word then, and the elderly 

were revered for their infinite 

wisdom. 

Terrorism was a word never 

searched for in a dictionary. 

Everyone had a book in school for 

which they were responsible. En-

cyclopedias were kept in a place 

called a library and not Google. 

You called your friends from 

a wall phone, and met someplace 

to play or hang out. Phone calls were a privilege only after your 

homework or chores were finished. There were no headsets linked to 

a video console where you lounged the days and nights away eating 

junk food and downing enough energy drinks to kill a rhinoceros. 

You walked, ran, played and rode bikes. You played Little League or 

YMCA league sports, and not everyone won a trophy.

You were forced to entertain yourself. That allowed your creativ-

ity to blossom. That free-thinking allowed some of the most brilliant 

minds to develop in many different fields as those children grew 

up, sought education and pursued their careers. Some of the most 

profound advances in science, medicine and education came out of 

my generation.

Today we live in a microwave society. Questions are answered in 

seconds. Communication is non-stop and with us almost 24 hours 

a day. The telephone is now affixed to your every move. Everything 

today can be viewed in color, in 3-D, in infrared, in real time and 

even from space.

Maybe we all grew up in Mayberry, and we never realized it until 

now. In a high-tech world exploding with color, I reflect fondly on a 

world when life was black and white. n

Remembering when life was in black and white

HICK FINN8
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