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I
t’s nearly impossible to think of Hannibal without connect-

ing two things in your mind: Mark Twain and the Missis-

sippi River.

Even as a child in Texas, I was aware of the Hannibal-

Mark Twain-Mississippi River relationship. 

And one of the lasting images conjured by Twain was 

that of his time working on riverboats, one of the nation’s first real 

forms of mass inland transportation for both people and goods. 

Images of the giant paddlewheelers churning the nation’s largest 

river are a part of the collective American consciousness, and they in 

no small part are responsible for the growth of great American cities 

like St. Louis, St. Paul, Memphis and New Orleans. 

Times certainly have changed, though. The transportation of goods 

on the river has been taken over by much larger vessels, with tugs 

pushing giant flotillas of barges up and down the river. Cars, trains 

and planes have become the transportation of choice for most people. 

But the tradition of the riverboats hasn’t ended. 

Modern cruise companies still have large 

operations, with their ships docking in Han-

nibal several times each summer. Those 

dockings bring tourists yearning to make a 

connection with the river and with Hannibal 

and her favorite son. 

For those not looking for a large vacation 

cruise, though, there still is a local option to 

get out and experience the mighty Mississippi. The Mark Twain Riv-

erboat has been offering dinner cruises and sight-seeing tours on the 

river for more than 30 years. 

You can read all about their dockings, the riverfront and some 

exciting possibilities inside this issue of Hannibal Magazine. 

And while you’re downtown taking in the river, perhaps we could in-

terest you in some chocolate? The Historic Hannibal Marketing Council’s 

seventh-annual Chocolate Extravaganza is being held in March, turning 

downtown into a candy lover’s dream. 

These stories and more are waiting for you inside. 

As always, thank you for reading. We look forward to seeing you.

Ron Wallace

Riverboats  
offer ride into 

city’s past
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A river runs through it

It would be difficult to over-

estimate the impact of the first 

commercial steamboat churning 

its way upstream past Hannibal 

around 1825; the few residents 

who would have seen this land-

mark event might have thought it 

a sign that their world was about 

to change forever. Even today, that 

sense of wonder exists for those 

who come to the riverfront to find 

a 3- to 5-story vessel docked at the 

western bank of the Mississippi, 

like a floating hotel. 

Just as the establishment of a 

national highway network and 

safer, faster, more comfortable 

cars and trucks enabled the popu-

lation of cities to spread into sub-

urbs and “exurbs,” the steamboats 

allowed the opening of the upper 

Mississippi to be more accessible 

to trade – leading to more jobs 

and settlements to the north of 

St. Louis. Before the use of steam 

engines, travel north of the Mis-

souri River confluence would have 

been challenging, since the river 

depths are much shallower and it 

is prone to freezing over in winter.

A packet — or  transport — 

riverboat, eased trade between St. 

Louis and destinations north such 

as lead-mining giant Galena, Ill. 

Moses Bates, who was  pivotal in 

the founding of Hannibal and Ga-

lena, used Hannibal as a stopover 

point; it did not hurt that the re-

gion provided raw materials such 

as limestone, salt and other min-

erals to make it a profitable port. 

Packet boats were not restricted 

to supplies, rather they tended to 

carry just about anything neces-

sary for life along and off the river 

– building materials, livestock, 

people, household goods, etc.

Steam power
Steamboats made the process 

of transport and settlement faster, 

which caused a growth spurt 

along the river. By the 1850s, 

accounts peg the number of ship 

dockings in Hannibal at greater 

than 1,000 annually. Railroad 

expansion would take some 

business away from the river, 

but not until well after the end of 

the Civil War. By the end of the 

1800s, the rails would claim more 

of the passenger trade as fares 

would become more affordable, 

yet “excursion” boats remained an 

option into the mid-20th century. 

The decline of riverboat cruises 

along the upper Mississippi for 

years could not be pegged to 

just one factor: aging vessels too 

expensive to repair and economic 

recessions pushing down demand 

did not help the business, either. 

|By Ken Marks
info@hannibalhistorymuseum.com

Next generation of cruise ships keeps Hannibal riverfront busy

CoNtiNues oN 4
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The resurgence of cruises that 

include Hannibal as an attrac-

tion began in 2012, and the forces 

behind this are a bit more clear. 

First, heritage tourism is booming. 

This tourism is based on a love of 

history more than simple amuse-

ment, such as traveling the Mis-

sissippi to understand the river 

itself as well as its role for settlers 

and traders. Second, Americans 

can enjoy the luxury of a cruise 

without having to obtain a pass-

port.  In addition, themed cruises 

provide an experience not easily 

matched by other types of travel 

packages, featuring on-board 

historians, excursions at different 

stopovers and suites with views of 

the landscape.

Here come the cruisers
The American Queen Steam-

boat Co., whose namesake vessel 

is the largest steamboat ever 

built, began running routes in 

2012. The American Queen — with 

a capacity of 435 people — stops 

six to eight times per year.

This year, the company is 

introducing a smaller ship named 

the Grand Duchess, claiming it is 

the first all-suite paddlewheeler 

built in the U.S., capable of ac-

commodating 166 guests. The 

Grand Duchess is scheduled for 

five stops between late July and 

late August, with her sister ship 

visiting twice. 

American Cruise Lines initiated 

its St. Louis to St. Paul, Minn., 

routes almost simultaneously. Its 

Queen of the Mississippi boat, like 

the new version of the American 

Queen, was built specifically for 

use on the Mississippi River. The 

Queen of the Mississippi is de-

signed to hold 150 passengers, and 

its brand-new counterpart, the 

America, can service 185 people. 

Together, the two are scheduled to 

make 17 stops from July through 

October; up from an average of 10 

to 12 routes per season. 

A third player in the market 

will begin its cruises this year: 

the Louisiana-based French 

America Line will roll out its 

150-capacity all-suite Louisiane 

ship at the end of June, sched-

uled to make eight stops through 

September. This raises the total 

of projected visits to 32 from 17 in 

2016, though anywhere from 10 

to 15 percent of scheduled stops 

may be canceled because of river 

conditions and other factors.

Nature of the river
The nature of the river north 

of St. Louis is often what dictates 

the number and timing of these 

8- to 10-day cruises. Shallow 

depth, a network of 28 lock and 

dam systems, late season flooding 

and dredging issues can conspire 

to make the window for travel 

much shorter than that of the 

lower Mississippi, where cruises 

are possible year-round. Also, 

demand is higher for the warmer 

climate of the south, where 

companies have scheduled twice 

as many routes as those in the 

north. Finally, the cost of a cruise 

may limit the number of visi-

tors: prices per person can range 

from $2,000 to up to $4,000 for a 

two-bed suite, and trips from New 

Orleans to St. Paul can exceed 

$9,000 for a fortnight.

Who takes these trips? While 

some tourists from overseas are 

Continues FRoM 3

Continues on 6
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Dr. Zach Johnson Dr. Gina Pontius

The Sports Medicine Clinic, featuring 
Dr. Zach Johnson and Dr. Gina Pontius, applies the most 
advanced sports medicine technologies and expertise.

A note from the doctors: “Our goal is to return you 
to active status through repair, conditioning and 
prevention. The only Sports Medicine Clinic in 
Hannibal, we’ll get you back on the field and 
keep you there.”
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attracted to the cruise packages, 

the majority of customers are U.S. 

citizens more than 50 years of 

age who are drawn to this type 

of travel as much as the destina-

tion. A 2015 survey of cruise ship 

travelers shows that roughly 40 

percent have taken multiple cruis-

es. The average income for those 

taking river cruises is more than 

$100,000 per year. In essence, the 

type of tourist coming by boat 

to Hannibal is distinct from the 

demographics of those who come 

by other means.

This economic impact of this is 

not easy to estimate. If the sched-

uling holds, more than 5,000 visi-

tors will be brought here who may 

not otherwise have found their 

way here. Since many dockings are 

limited to 5 hours or less, spending 

is somewhat dampened.

The Hannibal Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, along with feed-

back from passengers, has been 

able to influence the companies 

enough that at least one trip from 

each major liner has spent a full 

day here each of the last two years. 

The cruise market opens Han-

nibal to a type of tourist not avail-

able to every river town, and the 

publicity and advertising  offered 

by the companies costs the indi-

vidual communities nothing.

What about Viking?
One notable omission from the 

cruise schedule is Viking. One of 

the biggest and highest qual-

ity cruise liner companies in the 

world, Viking had made headlines 

in the area in 2014 — though 

rumors were surfacing before 

then — that it would begin its own 

venture onto the Mississippi by 

2016, planning 28 stops in Hanni-

bal. Now, the company is hopeful 

that it can deploy up to six ships, 

two at a time, by 2018.

The delay is because of a law 

enacted in 1920 called the Jones 

Act that requires any ship used to 

transport people or goods between 

ports inside the U.S. to have been 

built in an American shipyard and 

be entirely American-owned. 

As of late 2016, Viking was still 

working on a shipyard and fulfill-

ing the other requirements.

More communities are taking 

advantage of the increased traf-

fic as a way of boosting tourism 

through the original social net-

work: word of mouth that spreads 

when travelers head home. n

Continues FRoM 4

American Queen
July
July 16: 9-day voyage, July 23 to July 31, starts 
in st. Louis with destination of Red Wing, Minn. 
theme is Mark twain.

July 31: 9-day voyage, July 29 to Aug. 6, starts 
in st. Louis with destination of Red Wing, Minn. 
theme is Mark twain.

August
Aug. 10: 16-day voyage, Aug. 5 to Aug. 20, starts 
in Minneapolis with destination of new orleans. 
theme is the Mighty Mississippi.

Aug. 20: 23-day voyage, Aug 13 to sept. 4, starts 
in Minneapolis with destination of new orleans. 
theme is the Mighty Mississippi.

September
Sept. 23: 9-day voyage, sept. 16 to sept. 24, 
starts in Minneapolis with destination of Alton, ill. 
theme is Life on the Mississippi.

American Duchess
July
July 30: 9-day voyage, July 23 to July 31, starts 
in Minneapolis with destination of st. Louis. 
theme is Mark twain.

Aug. 1: 9-day voyage, July 30 to Aug. 7, starts 

in st. Loius with destination of Red Wing, Minn. 
theme is Life on the Mississippi.

August
Aug. 13: 9-day voyage, Aug. 6 to Aug. 14, starts 
in Minneapolis with destination of st. Louis. 
theme is Life on the Mississippi.

Aug. 16: 9-day voyage, Aug. 13 to Aug. 21, starts 
in st. Louis with destination of Chicago. theme 
is Architecture and the Arts.

Aug. 26: 9-day voyage, Aug. 20 to Aug. 28, 
starts in Chicago with destination of st. Louis. 
theme is Chicago Blues.

Queen of the Mississippi
August
Aug. 11: 7-day voyage, Aug. 5 to Aug. 12, starts in 
st. Paul, Minn., with destination of st. Louis.

Aug. 27: 7-day voyage, Aug. 26 to sept. 2, starts 
in st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn.

September
Sept. 8: 7-day voyage, sept. 2 to sept. 9, starts in 
st. Paul, Minn., with destination of st. Louis.

October
Oct. 8: 7-day voyage, oct. 7 to oct. 14, starts in 
st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn.

America
August
Sept. 1: 7-day voyage, Aug. 26 to sept. 2, starts 
in st. Paul, Minn., with destination of st. Louis.

September
Sept. 3: 7-day voyage, sept. 2 to sept. 9, starts in 
st. Louis with destination of. Paul, Minn.

Sept.15: 14-day voyage, sept. 9 to sept. 23, 
starts in st. Paul, Minn., with destination of new 
orleans.

October
Oct. 4: 7-day voyage, oct. 3 to oct. 10, starts in 
st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn.

Oct. 16: 7-day voyage, oct. 10 to oct. 17, starts in 
st. Paul, Minn., with destination of st. Louis.

Oct. 18: 7-day voyage, oct. 17 to oct. 24, starts in 
st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn.

Oct. 30: 14-day voyage, oct. 24 to nov. 7, 
starts in st. Paul, Minn., with destination of new 
orleans.

Louisiane
July
July 30: 8-day voyage, July 29 to Aug. 6, starts 
in st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn. 

August
Aug. 27: 8-day voyage, Aug. 26 to sept. 3, starts 
in st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn. 

October
Oct. 8: 8-day voyage, oct. 7 to oct. 15, starts in 
st. Louis with destination of st. Paul, Minn. 

ARRIVALS8
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Cruise ships and yachts will 

be visiting a revitalized river-

front in Hannibal within the 

next few years, if the city’s plans 

for renovation stay the course.

Hannibal’s riverfront renova-

tion project, which was approved 

in 2016, calls for an overhaul for 

docking areas, parking zones 

and recreation spaces extending 

from where North Street once 

ended southward to Bear Creek. 

In the process, the design plan 

seeks to maximize the potential 

use of the riverfront not only 

as a park space but also as an 

economic tool in attracting and 

serving visitors.

The timing of the renovation 

appears to link it with the spate 

of new riverboat cruise lines, 

including Viking Cruise Lines. In 

fact, Viking’s desire to have two 

docking slots available — should 

it decide to run cruises concur-

rently against other companies 

or launch two cruises simulta-

neously — is what has led some 

residents to believe that the 

cruise line’s wish list sparked 

the riverfront restoration plan. 

Hannibal Parks and Recreation 

Director Andy Dorian said the 

plan had been initiated in 2011, 

one year before the revival of 

upper Mississippi cruises had 

begun.  

By 2011, wear and tear to a 

retaining structure referred to as 

Glasscock’s Wall had meant that 

repairs to the riverfront would 

be inevitable, yet not immedi-

ate. Replacing the wall would 

require a significant investment 

of money and construction to 

complete, and lining up the 

financing for such work would 

require several years of on-

again, off-again planning. By 

implementing a full restoration 

Dock to the future
Hannibal expecting big things for riverfront with renovation plan

|By Ken Marks
info@hannibalhistorymuseum.com HANNIBALMAG.COM8

View a blueprint of the riverfront concept.

Continues on 8
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of the riverfront while construc-

tion is taking place, city leaders 

are attempting to reap the most 

benefit of a situation that would 

have to occur with or without a 

long-term plan.

Permitting underway
The project is in the stage of 

obtaining all required permits, 

and the physical work is slated 

to begin in 2018. The concept 

drawing highlights a more flex-

ible docking area for tug boats as 

well as excursion ships, includ-

ing the Mark Twain Riverboat. 

The marina, after debate among 

city leaders and concerned boat 

enthusiasts, will not be scrapped 

but rather relocated near Bear 

Creek in most of what is Nipper 

Park. The park will be moved to 

the space previously occupied by 

the marina and expanded to the 

edge of Glasscock Landing. An 

installed sidewalk at the river’s 

edge allows people to travel the 

length of the park space without 

interruption.

Among the upheaval of earth, 

stone and concrete, the river-

front itself will be raised several 

feet in the process. The changes 

will result in a Nipper Park less 

prone to flooding, but the eleva-

tion change will not create a 

significant impact on flooding in 

general. This also means level-

ing the old cobblestone incline 

between Broadway and Center 

streets; although the stone will 

be removed, Dorian adds that the 

stone will be repurposed within 

the project. The riverfront and 

Kiwanis park will also be fully 

electrified to make the area more 

attractive for holding festivals 

and other events. The restoration 

plan attempts to make as many 

infrastructure upgrades as pos-

sible at once in a cost-effective 

manner.

The price tag befits what one 

expects from such a project: $5.4 

million to cover all phases of the 

project and to plan for contin-

gencies. The city of Hannibal is 

prepared to cover the cost itself 

if needed, though over a 20-year 

graduated payment plan. Much 

of the funding derives from 

Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment funds and revenue, with 

specific taxes already in place for 

several years to cover most of the 

remaining balance. Dorian notes 

that the city, while not relying on 

federal or state funding for the 

project, will be applying for vari-

ous grants; he adds that the mon-

ies set aside for this restoration 

are not at the expense of funding 

other city initiatives since these 

targeted funding sources are 

contingent on the project itself 

— as opposed to pulling money 

from a central fund.

The riverfront restoration, 

slated to begin in spring 2018 

and to be completed in several 

stages by 2020, is one of the larg-

est projects attempted by the 

city in its history. In building a 

more user-friendly riverfront, 

city leaders hope to attract more 

visitors and residents to spend 

time downtown. Yet, the project 

also pays tribute to the roots of 

the city as a river town nearing 

its bicentennial birthday, a city 

whose relevance — then and 

now — owes much to the mighty 

Mississippi. n

Continues FRoM 7

Sharron Daniel of Australia poses under the Mark Twain sign at the Hannibal docks. Photo by Michael Kipley
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WALK,
BIKE or
RUN...

Around a 3.14 mile route...
Sodalis Nature Preserve

on PI DAY
Tuesday, March 14, 2017

Get a
FREE bag of popcorn

with admission to
Hannibal Aquatic Center

this summer

Maps and coupons available at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center

Mark Twain Riverboat

April
One-hour cruise, 1:30 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday

May
One-hour cruise, 1:30 p.m. every day
Dinner cruise, 6:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday

Memorial Day through Labor Day
One-hour cruise, 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. every 
day
Dinner cruise, 6:30 p.m. every day

September
One-hour cruise, 1:30 p.m. every day and 4 p.m. 
Saturday
Dinner cruise, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday

October
One-hour cruise, 1:30 p.m. every day and 4 p.m. 
Saturday
Dinner cruise, 6:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday

The Mark Twain Riverboat will be back 

in the water mid-March, and cruising is 

expected to get underway April 1.

The boat has been a feature of the Han-

nibal riverfront for more than 30 years, 

welcoming guests at its mooring at the 

Center Street Landing.

The boat offers two excursion options 

— one-hour guided tours and two-hour 

dinner cruises.

Cruises departs from Center Street 

Landing three times daily between Memo-

rial Day and Labor Day, with two depar-

tures daily during September and October.

Built in 1964, the Mark Twain Riverboat 

is 120-feet long and 33-feet wide; it has a 

400-passenger capacity, and is wheelchair 

accessible, with a few limitations.

The boat has been owned and operated 

by Steve and Sandy Terry since 1997.

The one-hour sightseeing cruise 

includes commentary on river history, 

legends and sights. You will see Jackson’s 

Island, Lover’s Leap and the historic ar-

chitecture of downtown Hannibal. Bever-

ages and sandwiches are available on-ship 

for purchase.

These narrated cruises are $18 for 

adults and $11 for children ages 5 through 

12.

The two-hour dinner cruise includes 

live music and dancing and a buffet meal 

featuring a full menu plus dessert and 

beverages. There also is a cash bar.

The dinner cruise is $40.95 for adults 

and $21.95 for children ages 5 through 

12. n

Find a local riverboat option at Center Street Landing
SCHEDULE8
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ChoColate
extravaganza
Downtown Hannibal becomes a candy-filled paradise March 11

Women walk through downtown Hannibal during last year’s Chocolate Extravaganza. This year’s festivities kick off at 7 p.m. 
Friday, March 10, with Chocolatier Trivia Mixer at Finn’s Food and Spirits. Submitted Photo

SCHEDULE8
FRIDAY, MARCH 10
7 p.m.: Chocolatier Trivia Mixer at 
Finn’s Food and Spirits
All-you-can-eat appetizer bar; win-
ners receive a free Chocolate
Extravaganza Passport. Come as 
a team, or come solo and you’ll be 
teamed up with other players. $15.

SATURDAY, MARCH 11
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Anniversary 
Sale Kick-Off, Ayer’s Pottery. Save 
29 percent on all regularly priced 
pottery. Steve Ayers is celebrating 
more than 40 years as a potter.

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.: Guessing game 
to win jewelry, AVA Goldworks
Guess the number of chocolates 
in the jar to win a piece of AVA 
jewelry. Free.

11 a.m. and 2 p.m.: Cooking 
demonstration, Mississippi 
Marketplace. Learn how to make 
chocolate gravy — fun for children 
and adults. Sample the chocolate 
gravy on biscuits. Free

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Learn to use a 
fabric yo-yo maker, Bits & Pieces.
Ideas for embellishing clothing 
and accessories. Free.

1 to 3 p.m.: The Museum and The 
Chocolate Factory, Mark Twain 
Boyhood Home & Museum
family-fun event with chocolate 
games and prizes based on the 
characters of the 1971 movie 
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory.” All ages can enjoy games 
including Charlie Bucket’s newspa-
per toss and Violet Beauregarde’s 
grape stomp and compete in 
Augustus Gloop’s pie-eating 
contest, Veruca Salt’s egg-putting 
challenge and Willy Wonka’s pin-
the-hat game — and snap a photo 
in Mike Teavee’s Wonka Vision 
Studio Booth. Chocolate Passport 
Ticket or $6.

2 to 6 p.m.: Wine tasting, Badger 
Cheese Haus. Taste a variety of 
wines, including, of course, choco-
late wine. $6.

Expect wall-to-wall chocolate when visit-

ing Historic Downtown Hannibal on Saturday, 

March 11.

The Chocolate Extravaganza, now in its 

seventh year, continues to grow, and this year 

includes chocolate and wine pairings, a cook-

ing-with-chocolate demonstration, a cakepop 

class and, of course, an abundance of chocolate 

treats including candies, mochas, martinis, 

muffins, cupcakes, pies and more.

Brought to you by the Historic Hannibal 

Marketing Council, the popular event features 

| By Kenna Bogue
 chocolateextravaganzahannibal.com.

COnTInuES On 11
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2 to 4 p.m.: Ribbon embellishment 
demonstration, Bits & Pieces
Ribbons can be used to beautify 
clothing, bags and more. Free.

3 to 5 p.m.: Ned Behrensmeyer, 
pianist, Java Jive. Enjoy a mix of 
classical, rag-time and modern 
music while sipping hot chocolate or 
espresso over a chocolate. Free.

3 to 5 p.m.: Cakepop-making class, 
Mark Twain Dinette. Cakepops are 
almost as much fun to make as they 
are to eat. We’ll provide the cake, 
melting chocolate, decorations and 
other supplies. $30 includes supplies 
and instruction to make 12 cakepops 
per student. Register at marktwaindi-
nette.com/cakepopclass

3 to 5 p.m.: Passport-holders’ wine 
tasting, Chocolaterie Stam
Free tastings to those with a Choco-
late Extravaganza Passport.

7 p.m.: Live music, Wine Stoppe
No cover charge.

a Chocolate Extravaganza 

Passport, which serves as 

your guide to the event and 

contains five chocolate tickets 

that may be redeemed for 

your choice of an abundance 

of special offers exclusive for 

passport holders — ranging 

from chocolate soaps, cash-

mere scarves, spa treatments 

and more. Passports also pro-

vide entrance to some events 

and award discounts at some 

merchant locations. Only 500 

passports will be available, 

and passports have sold out 

the last two years. The $20 

passports may be purchased 

at chocolateextravaganzah-

annibal.com.

One of the passports 

includes a golden ticket, and 

the lucky holder immediately 

receives an all-access pass 

with additional passport 

tickets and a golden ticket 

T-shirt. 

In addition to the passport 

giveaways, the weekend will 

feature live music, a gallery 

art walk and make-and-take 

classes.

New at this year’s event is a 

Chocolatier Trivia Mixer that 

People browse during 2016’s Chocolate Extravaganza. Many stores in downtown 
Hannibal will offer deals to holders of a Chocolate Extravaganza Passport . View 
offers on Page 12. Submitted Photo

CoNTiNuES oN 12

CoNTiNuES FRoM 10
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A Guiding Light in Health Care

Our compassionate team provides
                  Long-term care placement
       Rehabilitation home services
       Secure residential care facility 
       State-of-the-art therapy

1734 Market Street, Hannibal

573-221-2930

      Levering Regional 
        Health Care CenterHere is a listing of benefits of the 

Chocolate Extravaganza Passport. 
Redeem your passport tickets for 
five items from those listed here.

• Ava Goldworks: Petite sterling 
silver key pendant, without chain.
• Ayer’s Pottery: Twain quote 
coaster.
• Badger Cheese Haus: Choco-
late fudge cheese spread.
• Bits & Pieces: Creative Grids 
ruler 6.5” x 2.5” that is easy to 
carry, great for small cuts, paper 
or fabric.
• Chocolaterie Stam: Choice of 
medium gelato or three bon bons.
• Danni Nicole’s: Scarf.
• Encore Emporium: Burlap bag 
filled with chocolate candy.
• Esthetics Studio: Chocolate 
bath bomb; Drop this moisturizing 
bomb into your bath for soft skin.
• Finn’s Food & Spirits: White 
chocolate martini.
• Hannibal History Museum: 
Altered art key pendant.
• Java Jive: Your choice of choco-
late dessert served with a small 
mocha or hot chocolate.

• Labinnah Bistro: Free glass 
of wine or dessert with entree 
purchase.
• Main Street 101 Upscale/Re-
sale: Chocolate muffin.
• Main Street Wine Stoppe: 
Chocolate rasberry pudding shots.
• Mark Twain Book & Gift Shop: 
Bag of assorted chocolates.
• Mark Twain Boyhood Home 
& Museum: Red and gold Lexi 
lighted tip pen and stylus with 
Mark Twain signature and/or entry 
to the Museum and the Chocolate 
Factory, event, 1 to 3 p.m.
• Mark Twain Brewing Co.: 
Bite-sized dessert with 4-ounce 
chocolate coffee stout taster.
• Mississippi Marketplace: Rab-
bit Creek brownie mix.
• Paddlewheel Popcorn Candy 
Co.: Spring Thaw, chocolate pop-
corn. drizzled with white icing.
• Savannah’s Upscale/Resale: 
Chocolate goodies.
• Mark Twain Dinette: Large 
hand-mixed chocolate shake or 
malt and a basket of french fries.
• The Powder Room: Chocolate 
martini with chocolate hand mas-
sage followed by hands dipped in 
chocolate paraffin.

PASSPORT8

includes, of course, chocolate-

themed questions and an 

all-you-can eat appetizer bar 

included with your ticket pur-

chase. Each of the Chocolatier 

Trivia Challenge winners 

will receive a free Chocolate 

Extravaganza Passport. Form 

a team or come solo and you’ll 

be teamed up with other triv-

ia and chocolate enthusiasts. 

The event, which starts at 7 

p.m. will be at Finn’s Food 

and Spirits. Tickets are $15. 

Passports and tickets for 

the Chocolatier Trivia Mixer 

may be purchased at Choco-

lateExtravaganzaHannibal.

com or at these downtown 

Hannibal businesses: Ava 

Goldworks, Chocolaterie 

Stam, Danni Nicole’s, Java 

Jive, Main Street 101, Mark 

Twain Museum Gallery, Mark 

Twain Dinette, Mark Twain 

Book & Gift, Mississippi Mar-

ketplace, the Powder Room 

and the Wine Stoppe.

More information is avail-

able by contacting Dena Ellis 

at the Mark Twain Museum 

at 573-221- 9010, ext. 403, or 

Kenna Bogue at Mark Twain 

Dinette at 573-221- 5511. n

ConTinuES FRoM 11

People plan their activities during last year’s Chocolate Extravaganza. For information 
on this year’s event contact Dena Ellis at the Mark Twain Museum at 573-221- 9010, ext. 
403, or Kenna Bogue at Mark Twain Dinette at 573-221-5511. Submitted Photo
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Nitrous oxide now is offered 

to women in labor at Hannibal 

Regional Chris Coons Women’s 

Care Center. 

“The use of nitrous oxide has 

been shown to be safe and effective 

in taking the edge off contrac-

tions, thus relieving some pain of 

childbirth, and we are excited that 

Hannibal Regional is pioneering 

its use in the Northeast Missouri 

area,” said Linda Dinges, Chris 

Coons Women’s Care director.  

Dr. John Bennett, medical direc-

tor of the Hannibal Regional Hos-

pital maternity ward, said nitrous 

oxide is preferred by some women 

over other pain-management 

remedies.

“This is a great option in pain 

management for women who want 

as little intervention as possible 

during labor or if they are not an 

ideal candidate for spinal anes-

thesia or another form of pain 

management,” Bennett said.

For some women, the colorless, 

slightly sweet-smelling gas takes 

enough of the edge off contractions 

to allow them to better cope with 

their labor.

“Others say it reduces anxiety 

and may elicit feelings of well-

being during contractions,” Dinges 

said. “Yet, as in natural childbirth, 

the woman remains fully aware 

of her labor contractions and fully 

attentive during the delivery.”

Dinges explained how the gas 

can be effective.

“Choosing nitrous oxide can be 

beneficial. It is less invasive than 

spinal anesthesia, has fewer risks 

and is easy to administer,” Dinges 

said. “A woman in labor simply 
Hannibal Regional Chris Coons Women’s Care Center  nurse Tiffany Serandos stands with Kim Runquist and her newborn daughter. The 
center is now offering nitrous oxide to relieve pain for women during labor. Submitted Photo

Center uses nitrous oxide to ease discomfort
Hannibal Regional Hospital pleased to pioneer use of gas during labor

ContinueS on 14
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Auxiliary

March 23, 2017
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Hannibal Regional Hospital Conference Room A/B

573.248.5272 | hannibalregional.org

All of the funds raised will help fulfill Hannibal Regional Auxiliary’s pledge to 
the James E. Cary Cancer Center’s new linear accelerator.

Lunch includes:
Choice of Soup:
Vegetable,  
Loaded Potato or  
White Chicken Chili

Choice of Sandwich
Pimento Cheese or 
Chicken Salad

Dessert and Drink

Tickets can be purchased at Judy’s Boutique located inside Hannibal 
Regional Hospital or at Mark Twain Book & Gift Shop.   

Tickets will also be available at the door.

$10
Carryouts 
available!

each
Warm Your Heart

Soup Fundraiser

puts a small face mask over her 

mouth and nose and then inhales 

the gas, which she feels immedi-

ately. She then naturally releases 

the mask as she begins to feel more 

relaxed. Nitrous oxide does not 

have a numbing effect like spinal 

anesthesia; it’s mild and nontoxic 

and leaves the patient’s system 

within minutes once the patient 

stops using it.”

Obstetricians who assist moth-

ers with the birth of their babies at 

Hannibal Regional educate them 

during their prenatal appoint-

ments about the opportunity to 

use nitrous oxide in labor and 

delivery. The Women’s Care nurs-

ing team teaches women to use the 

gas mixture in labor. The woman 

breathes normally into a mask, and 

with those breaths she inhales the 

50/50 nitrous/oxygen mixture. The 

process is initiated approximately 

30 seconds before each contrac-

tion for the full effect, and it wears 

off within a few seconds between 

contractions. A mother develops 

her own rhythm using the gas and 

has a trained RN at her bedside at 

all times while using the nitrous 

mixture.

By the conclusion of delivery, the 

nitrous has left the patient’s body 

completely. It does not interfere 

with feeding or caring for the baby 

after birth.

Women in labor may stop using 

nitrous oxide at any time during la-

bor and switch to another form of 

pain management, if they choose.

Kim Runquist recently gave 

birth at Hannibal Regional to a 9 

lb. 10 oz. baby girl. Runquist used 

the nitrous oxide technique instead 

of other interventions frequently 

used in labor and delivery.

“It was easy to use and very 

effective. It definitely helped me 

to focus, relax and stay calm. I in-

haled slowly several times during a 

contraction. When the contraction 

was over, the effects were gone. Af-

ter usage, I felt more in control and 

relaxed,” Runquist said, adding, “I 

would definitely use this technique 

again.”

Nitrous oxide was used for labor 

pains in the United States until 

the 1970s when its popularity di-

minished with the advent of spinal 

anesthesia. It is routinely used 

in Great Britain and elsewhere 

in Europe, as well as in Canada, 

Australia and New Zealand.

“We’re pleased to take this 

leadership step and make nitrous 

oxide available to our maternity 

patients,” said Dinges. “It’s one of 

the many advances we’ve made to 

provide women and babies with 

state-of-the-art, individualized 

care before, during and after child-

birth. This alternative comfort 

measure continues with the avail-

ability of inflatable therapy balls, 

wireless fetal monitoring and the 

use of hydrotherapy in labor with a 

shower or tub.”

“As a Baby Friendly-designated 

hospital since July 2009, Hannibal 

Regional is committed to creating 

the best evidence-guided birth 

experience for every mother, every 

time,” Dinges said.

Today, there are approximately 

300 hospitals using nitrous oxide 

for childbirth experiences, accord-

ing to manufacturers of nitrous 

oxide systems. The American Col-

lege of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

has issued a bulletin in support of 

nitrous oxide. Nitrous is cheaper 

than an epidural by hundreds, 

sometimes thousands, of dollars. 

Hannibal Regional says more 

than 600 babies will be born at the 

Chris Coons Women’s Care Center 

in 2017. n

Continues FRoM 13
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Sivatej Sarva, M.D., Ph.D., is 

a pulmonary and critical care 

physician at Hannibal Regional 

Medical Group. While working 

with patients is one of the most 

rewarding parts of his career, 

Sarva expends significant effort 

during his non-clinical time 

doing research that will help 

the medical community provide 

patients with better care. In his 

latest publication in the repu-

table journal PLOS One, Sarva 

and a team of researchers detail 

their discovery of a new way of 

studying strains of bacteria and 

developing new antibiotics.

“There is an urgent need to de-

velop new antibiotics as disease-

causing bacteria are developing 

resistance to antibiotics that are 

currently on the market,” Sarva 

said. “Most 

of the pres-

ent antibiot-

ics are not 

specific, and 

many times 

when dis-

ease-causing 

bacterium is 

identified, doctors are forced to 

prescribe a broad-spectrum an-

tibiotic, leading to the removal of 

beneficial bacteria from the body 

and contributing to the develop-

ment of antibiotic resistance.”

The organism used in Sarva’s 

study is Francisella tularensis. 

This bacterium is mainly preva-

lent in the states of Arkansas, 

Missouri and Oklahoma. It is a 

tick-borne disease causing severe 

pneumonia called tularemia, 

mainly affecting hunters in these 

states. Sarva explained that “this 

bacterium has multiple strains 

which range from strains causing 

severe life-threatening diseases 

to those which are completely 

harmless. The present research 

developed a new strategy where 

the gene products of the highly 

contagious, moderately conta-

gious and non-contagious strains 

were compared reliably. This 

helped in identifying targets 

which are unique to the conta-

gious strains. These targets are 

now being researched further to 

develop new antibiotics. As these 

medicines will be specific to the 

bacterium, they have the poten-

tial to be more effective and also 

have less of a chance of becoming 

ineffective due to development of 

resistance from the bacterium.”

He continued: “The new 

strategy we devised to help fight 

antibiotic-resistant bacterium 

is not limited to just Francisella. 

It can be applied to many of the 

other bacteria which cause severe 

infections. Widespread use of 

this technique could help in the 

development of new antibiotics 

and help to combat the problem of 

antibiotic-resistant bacteria.”

Sarva has been with Hannibal 

Regional Medical Group since 

2016 and recently was board 

certified in critical care medicine. 

Sarva is also board certified in 

pulmonary medicine and holds a 

Ph.D. in molecular sciences.

Sarva may be reached at 573-

629-3536. n

Addressing the problem of antibiotic-resistant bacteria

Sarva
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Today’s children will be tomorrow’s art-

ists — and supporters of the arts.

That’s the belief of the Hannibal Arts 

Council’s Children’s Program Committee. 

As such, HAC seeks to instill creativity in 

children by providing positive and creative 

experiences to let them explore creativity and 

develop self-confidence via the arts.

“Programs allow participants to meet and 

interact with local artists, work intergen-

erationally alongside parents, grandparents 

and friends, create and display their original 

art and work creatively through a variety of 

art forms,” Hannibal Arts Council Executive 

Director Michael Gaines said.

“Though fees for HAC programs are 

reasonable, in order to allow programs to be 

available to all, the council offers a scholar-

ship program for free participation in youth 

programs.  Scholarships are available upon 

request,” Gaines said. Year-round sponsors 

that keep the workshop series accessible and 

affordable are the George H. Riedel Private 

Foundation, Community Foundation of 

West Central Illinois & Northeast Missouri, 

HAC member donations to the scholarship 

fund and the Missouri Arts Council, a state 

agency. 

Here’s a look at some of the programs of-

fered to children and young teens.

First Friday Art Adventure
First Friday Art Adventures are designed 

for children ages 6 to 12 and are at 4:30 

p.m. the first Friday of the month Febru-

ary through June and September through 

November. Programs are led by committee 

volunteers, local artists or HAC staff.  The 

cost is $10 per child, with HAC members at 

$5 per child. Each additional child per fam-

ily is only $5. Registration is required, and 

scholarships are available. The next First 

Friday Art Adventure will be March 3.  

Young Masters
Each April the Hannibal Arts Council fills 

its gallery with select works of Hannibal’s 

fifth- and eighth-grade public and parochial 

students and those participating in Hannibal 

High School art department classes. Each 

instructor selects a specific number of pieces 

to be included in the exhibit. Young Masters 

is sponsored by the Hannibal Pirate Family 

Foundation. 

Thanks to a generous gift from the George 

H. Riedel Private Foundation, five students 

from each grade level are recognized with 

an award and featured in an exhibit at F&M 

Bank’s Broadway branch after the HAC ex-

hibit. The Hannibal High School Art Depart-

ment instructors give additional awards at 

their grade levels. Young Masters will be on 

display at the Hannibal Arts Council April 3 

through May 2.

Other programs
Other events and programs include Wild 

& Wacky Art Adventure, scheduled Aug. 5; 

Holly-Jolly Holiday Workshop, planned for 

Dec. 2; Family Fun Day in June; and Arty 

Party events in partnership with Kids in 

Motion and those attending summer school 

throughout the summer season.

Hannibal Arts Council now welcomes 

those 13 to 17 to enter its annual billboard 

art contest, with one winner selected in 

the youth division to have his or her work 

featured on a billboard in the Hannibal area 

and on digital billboards in Hannibal and 

Quincy, Ill.  The 2017 contest guidelines are 

available at Art In The Open on the Gallery 

tab of hannibalarts.com. 

The council in 2016 opened The Photog-

raphy Channel to youth ages 13 to 17. The 

Photography Channel is a series of themed 

digital photography exhibits shown on a 55-

inch 3-D television. Artists are asked to email 

digital photos to Hannibal Arts Council. Four 

installments of The Photography Channel are 

scheduled for 2017, and details about upcom-

ing themes and deadlines are available at 

Exhibit Opportunities on the Gallery tab of 

hannibalarts.com.

Last year the Hannibal Arts Council Gal-

lery Committee also made select open shows 

available for those ages 13 to 17. Open shows 

are themed exhibits featuring both 2-D and 

3-D visual art. There are two open shows in 

2017 that include youth divisions – Simply 

Red and Perspective, Proportion and Pattern. 

Details about upcoming themes and deadlines 

are available at Exhibit Opportunities on the 

Gallery tab of hannibalarts.com. n

Council encourages tomorrow’s artists today

Allie Sims, 11, draws an optical illusion during First Friday Art Adventure at the Hannibal Arts Council. Photo by Jake Shane

| By Michael Gaines
 hannibalarts.com
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Bluff City Theater will be transformed into 

a Paris nightclub when it presents “C’est La 

Vie: La Vie Ennui,” an unassuming musical 

set in a seedy club in 1950.

“C’est La Vie” previews Wednesday, March 

23, and runs Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

from March 24 to April 1.

Dominique and Fatiguee are aging chan-

teuses wasting away singing cover versions 

of Edith Piaf, who is the dominant popular 

star of the day. One day, when their boss is 

taken for questioning by the gendarmes, the 

women decide to break the rules and sing 

about their own lives.  

Directed by BCT veteran John Contini 

(“Gertrude Stein and a Companion” and “You 

Caught Me Dancing”), “C’est La Vie” will unite 

two of the theater’s most popular alumni — 

Taylor Pietz (Nancy in “Oliver!”) and Felicia 

Dinwiddie (Ann Atwater in “Best of Enemies”) 

with music direction by Colin Healy.

Bluff City Executive Director Joe An-

derson, said the audiences will enjoy this 

experience because, as much as possible, the 

theater will be converted to a real nightclub.  

Some of the audience will be seated at café 

tables on and around the stage, and refresh-

ments will be available for sale.

“We’re hoping that some of our audience 

members will come dressed in their best 

1950s-era cocktail attire and really get into 

the experience. ‘C’est la Vie’ is designed to be 

a fun experience that blurs the lines between 

theater and life.  It’s a perfect production to 

come to with a group of friends,” Anderson 

said.

More information, a complete schedule and 

ticket sales are available at bluffcitytheater.

com or by calling 573-719-3226. n

Bluff City Theater transforms into Paris nightclub for ‘C’est La Vie: La Vie Ennui’

Musical turns back the clock

March 24 to april 1

Bluff city theater,  

212 Broadway
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The entertainment lineup for 

the 62nd annual National Tom 

Sawyer Days in Hannibal has 

been announced. 

The Hannibal Jaycees spon-

sors the annual event, planned 

this year June 30 through July 4.

“We started planning in Oc-

tober,” Jaycees public relations 

officer Trisha O’Cheltree said. 

“We have been working for about 

two months to secure all the acts 

and decide who we want. The na-

tional acts are always the hard-

est to get based upon availability 

and where the show before and 

after the one you want them for 

are at.”

National Tom Sawyer Days 

was the brainchild of the Hanni-

bal Jaycees in 1956, and over the 

years, more organizations have 

joined with the Jaycees to make 

the event a huge, family-oriented 

Fourth of July celebration.

For Friday, June 30, the 

musical acts One Day, Cost of 

Desire, Fivefold and No Wake 

will perform in the event’s Epic 

Music Showcase. For the next 

day’s ’80s Night, cover bands for 

Poison and Guns N’ Roses are 

scheduled.

On Sunday, July 2, Broseph E. 

Lee, a six-member country music 

group, will open for country 

singer Drake White. White was 

named the Grammys 2017 artist 

of tomorrow. The Zac Brown 

Band nominated him for the 

award, and public voting cata-

pulted him to the top spot.

“Everyone should be really ex-

cited to have Drake White, as he 

was nominated for a Grammy,” 

O’Cheltree said. “We are also 

excited for the ’80s cover bands, 

which are always fun. We really 

think we have put together a stel-

lar lineup.” 

Comedian Donnie Baker, who 

performed at National Tom 

Sawyer Days last year, returns 

Monday, July 3.

Annual events also held dur-

ing the celebration include fence 

painting; frog jumping; tricycle 

races; a pet show; mud volleyball 

tournament; fireworks display; 

the selection of “Tom and Becky” 

for the year; and the girls-only 

Tomboy Sawyer contest.

The Jaycees are still work-

ing on the schedule of dates and 

times for those events, O’Cheltree 

said.

The 22nd annual Hannibal 

Cannibal, a 5/10/15K run and 

walk hosted by the Hannibal 

Regional Foundation during 

National Tom Sawyer Days, will 

be held July 1. n

Music acts announced for National Tom Sawyer Days
June 30 to July 3

Downtown Hannibal

Braden Niemeyer of Hannibal turns away from splattering paint while he competes in the Local Fence Painting Competition at the Na-
tional Tom Sawyer Days in Hannibal. Photo by Jake Shane

| By Ashley Szatala
 hannibalmag.com
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Toys for Tots of Northeast 

Missouri has announced the 

total number of children helped 

during the Christmas season, 

and it said it wants to start its 

2017 campaign earlier to ease 

the collection and distribution 

process.

The organization distributed 

new, unwrapped toys to 494 

families; the toys  were given to 

1,150 children. The number of 

families helped in each county 

was as follows:

• Lewis County: 18 families.

• Marion County: 299 fami-

lies.

• Monroe County: 24 families.

• Pike County: 112 families.

• Ralls County: 27 families.

• Shelby County: 14 families.

Toys for Tots Co-Coordinator 

Stacey Nicholas said the pro-

gram’s success was based on 

community toy drives, dona-

tions from organizations and 

the support of local merchants. 

Almost $20,000 was raised for 

the campaign, with $6,000 com-

ing from coin cans. Grants were 

provided by Tom Boland Ford, 

Toys R Us and Wal-Mart.

Nicholas also credits the vol-

unteers who helped during the 

campaign and toy distribution.

“We couldn’t have helped 

so many children without the 

tireless support of volunteers 

throughout the year,” Nicholas 

said. 

Although thousands of toys 

were donated, Toys for Tots 

spent about $10,000 to pur-

chase additional toys to meet 

the need. The goal for 2017’s 

campaign is to focus donation 

efforts sooner.

“A bigger effort needs to be 

made to get donations through-

out the year, as toy drives in 

December are often too late 

to be distributed that year,” 

Nicholas said.

Toys were distributed to 

families Dec. 14 in Hannibal. 

There were distributions in 

Lewis, Pike, Monroe and Shelby 

counties for those who lived too 

far away or couldn’t make it to 

the distribution. n

Toys for Tots announces 2016 figures

New to Hannibal is the 63401 

Cinema Society, which will screen 

its first movie 7 p.m. Saturday, 

March 18.

The free event will be at the 

Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. 

Main St. It is open to the public, 

and light refreshments will be 

served and film/actor insights will 

be shared before the screening. 

The first movie in the series 

will be “The More the Merrier,” a 

1943 romantic comedy that was 

directed by George Stevens (“Gi-

ant,” “A Place in the Sun”) and co-

starred Joel McCrea (“Foreign Cor-

respondent,” “Sullivan’s Travels”) 

and Jean Arthur (“Mr. Smith Goes 

to Washington,” “You Can’t Take 

It with You”). The film is the story 

of a young single working woman 

living in Washington, D.C., as the 

city experiences a housing short-

age during World War II.

More information is avail-

able by contacting Mer-

edith Riggs at 573-822-8482 or 

meredith.a.riggs@gmail.com or 

HAC at 573-221-6545. n

New film society to screen first movie
Saturday, March 18 • 7 p.m.

hannibal arts council, 105 S Main

Photo via imdb.com

|	By	Michael	Gaines
 hannibalarts.com

MAR. 2017 HMAG 13-24.indd   21 2/17/17   11:50 AM



22    MARCH 2017 � Hannibal Magazine

Pork Chops • Sausage • Bacon • Ham
Pork Steak • Spare Ribs

250# AVG.

$183
PER LB.

includes processing

WHOLE
HOG

HALF
HOG

125# AVG.

$190
BONANZA

PORK
ANNUAL

524 E. Water
Palmyra, MO

573-769-2257
1-800-272-9223

CUT AS YOU 
LIKE IT!

Where the Meats are Country Fresh!

PER LB.
includes processing

The Hannibal-LaGrange Uni-

versity Theatre Department in 

April will present three perfor-

mances of the classic musical 

“My Fair Lady.”

Performances will be 7 p.m. 

April 6, 7 and 8 at Parker Theatre 

in the Roland Fine Arts Center.

In this popular musical, ar-

rogant professor Henry Higgins 

sets out to win a bet that he can 

pass off cockney flower girl Eliza 

Doolittle as a socialite simply by 

correcting her speech. The ca-

sual bet soon proves to be more 

than either Higgins or Doolittle 

bargained for; both soon find 

that they have far more to gain, 

or lose, than they imagined. 

The musical is based on 

George Bernard Shaw’s play 

“Pygmalion” with book and lyr-

ics by Alan Jay Lerner and music 

by Frederick Loewe.

Admission is $12 in advance 

and $15 at the door. Admission 

for those 60 years old and older 

and members of groups of 10 or 

more is $10 in advance and at 

the door. To reserve tickets, call 

the theater box office at 573-629-

3182.

For more information about 

this event, contact Sabrina 

Brookshire at 573-629-3170 or 

sabrina.brookshire@hlg.edu. n

HLGU to present classic musical ‘My Fair Lady’

The Hannibal-LaGrange University Theatre Department will perform “My Fair Lady” at 7 
p.m. April 6 to 8 at  Parker Theatre in the Roland Fine Arts Center. Submitted Photo

April 6, 7, 8 • 7 p.m.

parker Theatre in the roland 

Fine Arts Center

MAR. 2017 HMAG 13-24.indd   22 2/17/17   11:51 AM



Hannibal Magazine  � MARCH 2017     23     

Season Opens

Saturday,
March 4
Open noon to dark
weekends in March.

Extended hours
begin in April

 Bikes, Boards
& Blades –
 all welcome!

http://www.hannibalparks.org/facilities/ramp-park/

HIGHWAY 61 &
HUCKLEBERRY DRIVE
HANNIBAL, MO

COST:
Weekday $2
Weekend $3

Annual pass $35
(good for one year

from date of purchase,
MUST be renewed annually!)

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

mdc.mo.gov

Stay in touch with 
nature happenings.

To receive emails or texts, sign up at
mdc.mo.gov/govdelivery

Stay in touch_Hannibal Mag_3x5.indd   1 9/9/15   9:36 AM

Henry Sweets III, executive di-

rector of Hannibal’s Mark Twain 

Boyhood Home and Museum, 

has been named among Ingram’s 

Magazine’s “50 Missourians You 

Should Know.”

The magazine said the 50 were 

selected based on character, 

integrity and achievements.   

After 39 years at the post, 

Sweets may be starting to chan-

nel the brevity and wit of Samuel 

Langhorne Clemens himself.

“When 

I started, 

I had no 

idea that it 

would be a 

long tenure,” 

he said. 

“However, 

Mark Twain 

grows on one.”

Indeed: The wealth of well-

known writings and letters 

Twain left continues to present 

new interpretation, said Sweets, 

an expert on all things related to 

the iconic Missouri figure.

In naming Sweets, Ingram’s 

wrote:

“Sweets himself became a Mis-

sourian at the age of one, when 

his family moved from Kentucky, 

and after earning degrees in 

chemistry and a master’s in 

education at the University of 

Illinois, he became a teacher. He 

was wrapping up another degree 

in U.S. history and museum 

studies when the last person to 

serve as live-in curator of the 

museum retired. Nearly 40 years 

later, Sweets reflects on serv-

ing a world-wide audience. ‘Our 

visitors come from 60 or more 

countries each year,’ he says. 

‘Missourians should appreciate 

how well-known Mark Twain 

remains today and how much in-

fluence his writings still have.’ ”

Among others recognized by 

Ingram’s was St. Louis Cardinals 

President Bill DeWitt III and 

Columbia-based NASCAR driver 

Carl Edwards.

The Ingram’s article is avail-

able at ingrams.com/article/50-

missourians-you-should-

know-3/. n

Museum director honored

Sweets

Sweets recognized for dedication to learning, teaching about Twain

| By Ashley Szatala
hannibalmag.com
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The 11th annual Ice Bowl disc golf tour-

nament at Huckelberry Park drew about 45 

players to the Don Crane Course. The Ice Bowl, 

however, wasn’t at all icy, as players competed 

in record warm temperatures during the mid-

January event.

“We have people from St. Louis, Keokuk, Fort 

Madison, Quincy. They’re from all over. They 

love to play here,” Hannibal Parks & Recre-

ation Assistant Director Aron Lee said. “It’s 

nice to see the same players come every year 

and some new players.”

The Ice Bowl raised more than $500 for the 

Buddy Pack program, sponsored by Hannibal 

Alliance For Youth Success and Families and 

Community Together. The program provides 

meals to more than 500 Marion County school-

children on weekends. 

The tournament is sponsored 

by Hannibal Parks & Recreation, 

along with Excitement Disc Golf, 

Greenhouse Discs and MVP Disc 

Sports.

The 2017 winners were as fol-

lows:

Open
1 — Lance Bettis of Quincy, Ill.

2 — Matt Frymoyer of Canton 

3 —  Dan Soebbing of Quincy, Ill.

Intermediate
1 — Dane Jansen of Quincy, Ill.

2 — Gary Polkinghorne of O’Fallon

3 — Donny Powell of Brashear

Novice
1 — Justin Burton of Ozark

2 — Chris Mooney of Fulton

3 — Scott Kelley of Keokuk, Iowa 

Ace Fund 
Debbie Polkinghorne of O’Fallon won the 

Ace Fund through a closest-to-pin throw-off 

because no ace was recorded. n

Steve Thirtyacre from Mount Pleasant, Iowa, throws a disc during the Ice Bowl at Don Crane Disc Golf Course at Huckleberry Park in Hannibal. The Ice Bowl had 44 participants and raised 
more than $500 for the Buddy Pack program. Photo by MIchael Kipley

Not-so-cold Ice Bowl

Bettis BurtonJansen
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HANNIBAL ARTS  
COUNCIL GALLERY
 
HAC GAlleRy HouRs
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday

March 4 to March 26
Opening Reception:  5 to 7 p.m., Saturday, March 4 
 
PAPeR, PICs AND PAINT

 

Hannibal 

Arts
Clockwise from 
top left, Linda 
Buechting, 
painting; 
Ezra Collins, 
photography; 
Laura Davis, 
painting; Chen 
Zhang, folded 
paper 

sIMPly ReD
open exhibit showcasing works featuring the color red.
 
THe PHoToGRAPHy CHANNel
open exhibit featuring black and white digital photographs.

ARTY PARTY
Arty Party programs are designed for 
those looking to have a fun time while 
creating art and those with no prior paint-
ing experience.  It’s simple. We provide the 
supplies and professional artist to lead you 

CoNTINues oN 26
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presents the musical classic...

Tickets Now On Sale!

ADMISSION: 
$12 Advance /$15 At Door 

Seniors 60+ & groups of 10+: $10 Advance/At Door

Call the theatre box office to reserve your tickets!
573.629.3182

Three Performances:

April 6, 7, & 8
7:00 pm | Parker Theatre 

Hannibal-LaGrange University’s 
Roland Fine Arts Center

through the project and you provide the creativity and snacks and beverages 
(optional). All programs are held at the Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.
Arty Party programs are only $25 for HAC members and $35 for the general 
public.  Participants must be 18 years of age or older to participate.  To regis-
ter, contact HAC at 573-221-6545 or reservations@hannibalarts.com.

 
 
CLADDAGH
Acrylic painting about love, friendship and loyalty
7 to  9 p.m. Friday, March 10

IRISH COTTAGE
Acrylic painting of a coastal landscape
7 to 9 p.m. Friday, March 24

FIRST FRIDAY ART  
ADVENTURES

First Friday Art Adventures let 
children ages 6 to 12 create 
projects, nurture their creativ-
ity and make something that is 

cool and fun. In order to keep the workshop series accessible and scholar-
ships available (upon request), programs are sponsored by the George H. 
Riedel Private Foundation, Community Foundation of West Central Illinois 
and Northeast Missouri and the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency. All 
programs are held at the Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.
 
FFAA programs are only $5 per child for HAC members and $10 for the 
general public. Each additional child per family is only $5. Ask about our schol-
arship program. To register, contact HAC at 573-221-6545 or reservations@
hannibalarts.com.

KOINOBORI WINDSOCK
Friday, March 3 , 4:30 to 6 p.m.

CONTINuES FROM 25
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HANNIBAL CONCERT  
ASSOCIATION

A BAnd CAlled HonAlee
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 7
Folk trio inspired by the music and legacy of Peter, Paul and Mary.
Parker Theater, HlGU Roland Fine Arts Center
 
A Band Called Honalee is a modern-day folk trio inspired by the music and 
legacy of Peter, Paul and Mary. Musically accomplished, interactive and 
energetic, their shows allow audiences to experience this timeless music live 
onstage once again. The group believes the melodies and messages of the 
1960s folk and folk/rock era are just as relevant today as they were when they 
were first sung, perhaps even more so.

SECOND SATURDAY  
GALLERY NIGHT 
Give yourself a 
treat, get out of 
the house and 
stroll Hannibal’s 
beautiful down-
town galleries 
each Second 
Saturday — art, 
wine, friends and 
special events 
— the perfect 
combination. 
 
Saturday,  
March 11,  
5 to 8 p.m.
 
Hannibal  
Alliance Art  
Gallery, 112 N. Main St.
Drawing for a piece of artwork at 6 p.m.

Gallery 310, 310 N. Main St.
Drawing for a piece of artwork at 7 p.m.

HANNIBAL ARTS  
COUNCIL THEME  
PARTY FUNDRAISER

Fool’S PARAdiSe
Saturday, April 1
Quality Inn & Suites
6:30 p.m. – Social Hour (Lobby)
7:30 p.m. – Dinner (Ballroom)
8 p.m. – Entertainment
 
$40 per person ($400 per table of 10)
All proceeds benefit the Hannibal Arts Council
information/Tickets: 573-221-6545.
 
each year supporters and the community gather for the Hannibal Arts Coun-
cil’s annual theme party fundraiser.  The event raises important funds for 
HAC’s community arts programs.  Since the event is being held on April Fool’s 
day, HAC chose the harlequin as the inspiration, as they are light-hearted, 
nimble, full of wit, tricksters and somewhat mischievous. HAC will surround 
guests with more of an environmental experience based on décor/color and 
not confine guests to a place, time period or specific costuming. it really will 
be about the colors black, white, gold and a splash of red.

50 MILES OF ART
Studio and Gallery Tour
March 25 to 26
 
Visit and support regional 
artists and artisans in their 
studios, galleries and spe-
cialty shops on Scenic Route 
79 in Hannibal, louisiana and 
Clarksville.  Shop for unique 
and original works of art.
 
information and Tour Maps 
will be available at 50Mileso-
fArt.com. n
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Parks & Rec   calendar of events
www.hannibalparks.org

Upcoming events
Job Fair
5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28, at City Council chambers of City Hall, 320 
Broadway. Applications will be available and staff will be on hand to answer 
questions about seasonal employment with Parks & Recreation Department, 
Department of Public Works, Street Department and Hannibal Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. More information at hannibalparks.org/files/Parks_Rec/Docu-
ments/Job_Fair_2017.pdf.

Spring Pickleball
Leisure league plays Thursdays, March 2 through April 6. Competitive 
league plays Wednesdays, March 1 through April 5. A tournament will follow 
the competitive league on April 12 and 13. Registration deadline is Feb. 20. 
Registration is available at Hannibal Parks & Recreation office at City Hall, 320 
Broadway. The cost is $35 per team. Registration and more information at 
hannibalparks.org/events/2017/03/01/spring-pickleball-leagues/.

Chocolate Extravaganza
Saturday, March 11, in downtown Hannibal
Chocolate Passports will include several different treats from most downtown 
businesses. There will be special coupons and discounts for passport hold-
ers. More information Pages 10 through 12 and at historichannibalmo.com/
victorian-festival-of-christmas/chocolate-extravaganza.

The Museum and the Chocolate Factory
1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, March 11, at Mark Twain Boyhood Museum
Family fun event with chocolaty games and prizes based around the char-
acters from the original 1971 movie “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.” 
Children and adults can try their luck at Charlie Bucket’s newspaper toss, 
Violet Beauregarde’s grape stomp, compete in Augustus Gloop’s pie-eating 
contest, Veruca Salt’s egg putting challenge, Willy Wonka’s pin-the-hat game 
and even snap a photo in Mike Teavee’s Wonka Vision Studio Booth. More 
information at facebook.com/events/1647949638843333/.

Battle by the River
8 a.m. Saturday, March 25, at Mabee Sports Complex at Hannibal-
LaGrange University. Clinic and exhibit Friday, March 24. Doubles pickleball 
tournament. More information available from Bill Baker, 573-795-6020 or bill@
parkplacesing.com

Business Expo
Tuesday, March 28, at Nutrition Center. Find out what’s new in the Hanni-
bal business community; do some networking; and enjoy great food and bev-
erages. Tickets are $5/person and are available in advance from the Chamber 
office or at the door of the event. Business Expo is open to the public.

Power Up for Avenues
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday, April 1, at Knights of Columbus Hall, 1 
Columbus Road. Family-friendly gaming event to raise money for Avenues, 
the domestic violence and sexual assault advocacy program and shelter. Play 
video, card and recreational games with family and friends. $5 admission, $20 
for admission plus tournaments Children younger than age of 12 admitted free.

Battle at Bear Creek
Doors open at 6 p.m. Saturday, April 1, at Admiral Coontz Recreation 
Center for professional boxing matches. More information is available at 
573-406-8227.

Spring Cleanup
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 22, at Ymen’s Pavilion, 105 Hill. Gloves 
and trash bags will be provided. Stream Team T-shirts given to the first 100 
participants. Cosponsored by 1819 Stream Team and Hannibal Area Chamber 
of Commerce. More information at hannibalparks.org/files/Parks_Rec/Docu-
ments/Spring_Cleanup_Flyer_2017.pdf.

Admiral Recreation Center
Open 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday.

Fitness Station
Located at the west end of Bear Creek Trail. The station features 24 exercises 
and combines functional fitness and body-weight training on three skill levels.

Hannibal Walking Club
Walk to better health. It’s a fun, free way to keep track of your miles. Twelve laps at the Ad-
miral Coontz Recreation Center is one mile. More information is available at hannibalparks.
org/news/2016/12/29/hannibal-walking-club/.

Huckleberry Park
As construction at the Huckleberry Park shelter goes on, the playground is 
still open. The Born Learning Trail is an interactive series of 10 outdoor games 
around Huckleberry Park playground. There are several new pieces of all-
inclusive playground equipment, including two handicap-accessible swings 
and musical instruments at Huckleberry Park playground. 

Play Without Boundaries Sensory Room
Games, puzzles and Imagination Playground blocks for all-inclusive indoor 
play for adults and children at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center

Indoor Archery
Every Wednesday 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center. $5 per 
visit, $50 for season pass. A variety of 3D archery targets, such as deer, turkey, 
bears, badgers, rabbits, dinosaurs, wolves and coyotes are available. Partici-
pants must bring their own bows and arrows. More information at hannibal-
parks.org/files/Parks_Rec/Documents/2016-2017_Indoor_Archery_Flyer.pdf.

Senior Adult Dances
Noon to 3 p.m. Wednesdays at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center. Music provided by 
Uptown Strings.  

Sodalis Nature Preserve
The 2-mile paved walking path at Hannibal’s newest park is part of a 185-acre 
park property that was given to the city to preserve endangered bats. Access 
to the Nature Preserve will be available off Ely Street, south of the Dempsey 
Dog Park and Bear Creek, 800 Ely St. Only non-motorized recreational activity 
is allowed, such as hiking, running and biking. A trail map may be found at han-
nibalparks.org/files/Parks_Rec/Documents/Sodalis_Map.pdf. n

Keep in Touch
More information available at hannibalparks.org
Sign up for bimonthly e-newsletter.
Follow Hannibal Parks on Facebook,  
Twitter and Instagram
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events not to miss Best Bets 
MARCH

March 4:  Ramp Park at Huckleberry Park season opens. Page 23
March 5:  Things to Do in Troy, Missouri: 

Quivering Quads Trail Half-Marathon. 
Page 16
March 11:  Seventh Annual Chocolate 

Extravaganza in Historic Downtown 

Hannibal. Page 9
March 11: Things to Do in Troy, Missouri:  

Meet Pro Wrestler Kurt Angle. Page 16
March 14: Enjoy Pi Day, The 

Healthy Way – Walk, bike or run. 

Sodalis Nature 

Preserve. Page 9
March 18: Things to Do in Troy, Missouri: 

Rock the Block. Page 16
March 18:  Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day - 

Cabbage Bowling and live music with Tim 

Smith at Mark Twain Cave. Page 7
March 18: Third Annual Shamrock Shuffle 

5k Walk/Run. Page 32
March 23: Warm Your Heart Soup 

Fundraiser at Hannibal Regional Hospital. 

Page 14
April 1:  Things to Do in Troy, Missouri: 

Citywide Yard Sale. Page 16
April 6, 7, 8: HLGU Theatre Department 

presents My Fair Lady. Page 26
April 8:  Things to Do in Troy, 

Missouri: Lincoln County Bike Night. 

Page 16
April 8, 9: Things to Do in Troy, 

Missouri: Try MAYB Basket 

Tournament. Page 16
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Wednesday, March 1
5:30 p.m.: Hannibal Parks & Recreation Competitive Pickleball League at 
Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive. Free. Competi-
tive league plays Wednesdays, leisure league plays Thursdays. Pickleball 
combines many elements of tennis, badminton and ping-pong. It is played on 
a badminton-sized court and a slightly modified tennis net with a paddle and 
a plastic ball similar to a wiffle ball.

6:30 p.m.: Ash Wednesday Worship Service at First Presbyterian Church, 120 
N. Sixth St., Hannibal.

Thursday, March 2
10:30 a.m.: Babies and Books at Hannibal Free 
Public Library, 200 S. Fifth St., Han-
nibal. Story time for children 
younger than 2 years old and 
their parents or caregiv-
ers.  For more informa-
tion about this free early 
literacy program, contact 
Amber Cooley at 573-221-
0222, or visit Hannibal 
Free Public Library. The 
Library’s website is 
hannibal.lib.mo.us.

Friday, 
March 3
4 p.m.: VFW 
Fish Fry at 
VFW Post 
11041, 316 S. 
Main St., Palmyra. 
Cost is $9. Menu 
includes catfish fillet, 
VFW spuds, baked 
beans, cole slaw, corn-
bread, dessert and drinks. 
Adults $9; children $5. 
Carryouts available.

Saturday, March 4
All day: Canton FFA Alumni 
Auction at Caldwell Building, Route 16 
east of Canton, Mo. Free. Canton FFA Alumni will 
hold its annual auction to benefit Canton FFA and Agricul-
ture Program at Canton R-V High School. Proceeds will be used 
for student scholarships, classroom supplies, trips taken throughout 
the year and general operating expenses for the agriculture program. Visit 
sullivanauctioneers.com to stay current with listings, or facebook.com/Can-
tonffaalumni/ to stay up-to-date with the alumni chapter.

Noon: Season opens at Ramp Park at Huckleberry Park, Highway 61 and 
Huckleberry Drive, Hannibal. Cost is $2 weekdays, $3 weekends and $35 for 
a season pass. The park will be open noon to dark on weekends in March. 
Extended hours being in April.

Monday, March 6
4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W Ross St., 
Palmyra. TOPS promotes successful, affordable weight management with a 
philosophy that combines healthy eating, regular exercise, wellness informa-
tion, awards and recognition. Visitors are welcome to attend their first TOPS 
meeting free of charge.

6:30 p.m.: Babies and Books at Hannibal Free Public Library, 200 S. Fifth St., 
Hannibal. 

Tuesday, March 7
7:30 p.m.: A Band Called Honalee concert at Hannibal 

LaGrange University Roland Fine Arts Center, 2800 
Palmyra Road, Hannibal. Cost $5 for 

students, $20 for adults. Brought 
to you by the Hannibal Concert 

Association, A Band Called Ho-
nalee, timeless, modern-day 
folk musicians, will perform 
in the style of Peter, Paul and 
Mary.

Wednesday, 
March 8

7:30 a.m.: Tri-State 
Procurement 

and Economic 
Development 
Conference 
at Hannibal-
LaGrange 
University, 2800 

Palmyra Road, 
Hannibal. Cost $29. 

The Iowa, Illinois and 
Missouri Procurement 

Technical Assistance 
Centers have joined forces 

to present the Tri-State 
Procurement and Economic 
Development Conference. 
All Missouri, Iowa and Illinois 

business owners are welcome, 
particularly women, minorities 

and veterans. Government buyers 
are looking for what Tri-State businesses 

have to offer. The mission of the national PTAC network 
is to assist businesses including rural, small, disadvantaged and 

women-owned firms obtain contracts. In conference sessions led 
by experts in government contracting, women-owned small businesses, 

international sales and representatives from the federal and state govern-
ments, people learn how to do business with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and National Parks Service; how to succeed in international trade and 
how and what the state of Missouri buys, among other topics. Continental 
breakfast provided. To register or for more information, visit tristateprocure-
mentconference.com.

March   local events

CONTINUES ON 32

MAR. 2017 HMAG 25-40.indd   31 2/17/17   11:53 AM



32    MARCH 2017 � Hannibal Magazine

573-221-0586

9:30 a.m.: CLA Estate Planning Workshop at FiddleStiks, 8945 Hwy 36 
Hannibal. Free. Workshop providing information for seniors on securing one’s 
estate and retirement planning. People will receive a workbook and gain infor-
mation you can act upon immediately regarding pros and cons of wills and 
trusts, how to avoid probate, long-term health care concerns and tax-reduc-
tion planning. Seating is limited. Call 866-252-8721 to confirm attendance or 
for more information. Information in this workshop comes from a wide range 
of sources. For more than 20 years, CLA has been presenting concepts that 
come from clients, attorneys, financial planners, government agencies and a 
variety of private and public sources. 

5:30 p.m.: Hannibal Parks & Recreation Competitive Pickleball League at 

Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive. Free.

Friday March 10
7 p.m.: Hannibal Middle School Drama Club 
presents “The Lion King, Jr.” at Hannibal Middle 
School Auditorium, 4700 McMasters Ave., Han-
nibal. Costs $5 for adults, $2 for children. Children 
5 and younger are free. Family pack (2 adults with 
2 or more children) is $12. Comedy performance 
filled with favorite songs from the movie as well as 
original pieces added to the musical. Call Hannibal Middle School at 573-221-
5840 with questions.

7 p.m.: Chocolate Extravaganza in downtown Hannibal. Costs vary. Chocolate 
Passports will include different treats from most downtown businesses. There 
will also be special coupons and discounts for Chocolate Passport holders. 
More information Pages 10 through 12 and at historichannibalmo.com/victori-
an-festival-of-christmas/chocolate-extravaganza.

Saturday, March 11
8 a.m.: One-day retreat at Holy Family Catholic Church, 1111 Broadway, Han-
nibal. There will be a freewill offering. Holy Family Catholic Church in Hannibal 
will host the Rev. Joe Nassal, who will speak on “Come to the Feast: Com-
panions at the Table.” The public is invited; seating is limited, so registration is 
due by March 6. Lunch will be served. Register at myholyfamily.com or call 
573-221-1078.

10 a.m.: Chocolate Extravaganza in downtown Hannibal. Costs vary.

1 p.m.: The Museum and the Chocolate Factory at Mark Twain Boyhood 
Museum, 120 N Main St, Hannibal. Family fun event with chocolaty games 
and prizes all based around the characters from the original 1971 movie “Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.”. Children and adults of all ages can try 
their luck at Charlie Bucket’s newspaper toss, Violet Beauregarde’s grape 
stomp, compete in Augustus Gloop’s pie-eating contest, Veruca Salt’s egg 
putting challenge, Willy Wonka’s pin-the-hat game and even snap a photo 
in Mike Teavee’s Wonka Vision Studio Booth. More information at facebook.
com/events/1647949638843333/.

2 p.m.: Hannibal Middle School Drama Club presents “The Lion King Jr.” at 
Hannibal Middle School Auditorium, 4700 McMasters Avenue, Hannibal. 

5 p.m.: Second Saturday Gallery Walk in downtown Hannibal. Hannibal’s 
downtown galleries are the place to be each second Saturday. Wander from 
gallery to gallery and enjoy special guest artists, food, friends and extended 
hours. Whether you come with friends or come alone, you’re guaranteed a 
great time.

7 p.m.: Hannibal Middle School Drama Club presents “The Lion King Jr.” at 
Hannibal Middle School Auditorium, 4700 McMasters Avenue, Hannibal. 

Sunday, March 12
10:45 a.m.: Lenten Worship at First Presbyterian Church, 120 N. Sixth St., 
Hannibal.

2 p.m.: Hannibal Middle School Drama Club presents “The Lion King Jr.” at 
Hannibal Middle School Auditorium, 4700 McMasters Avenue, Hannibal.

CONTINuES FROM 31
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Monday, March 13
All day: Bids for Bargains presented by Harpole’s Heartland. Tune into 
KICK-AM 1530, 97.9 KICK-FM and KHMO 1070 AM from March 13 
to 25 for special deals once per hour.

4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W 
Ross St., Palmyra. 

Tuesday, March 14
8 a.m.: Pi Day at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett 
Drive Hannibal. Free. Walk, bike, or run a 3.14-mile route around Sodalis 
Nature Preserve on Pi Day and receive a free bag of popcorn with admission 
to Hannibal Aquatic Center this summer.

Wednesday, March 15
5:30 p.m.: Hannibal Parks & Recreation Competitive Pickleball League at 
Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive. Free.

6:30 p.m.: Mark Twain Postcard Club at Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main 
St., Hannibal. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. A program related to postcards and 
other paper collectibles will follow.

Thursday, March 16
Noon: American Legion Baseball Fundraiser Book Fair at 

American Legion Post 55, 3819 Highway MM Hannibal. 
Free. books, magazines, puzzles, tapes, CDs and DVDs.

Friday, March 17
9 a.m.: American Legion Baseball Fundraiser Book 
Fair at American Legion Post 55, 3819 Highway MM 

Hannibal. Free.

9 a.m.: Experience HLGU Day on Hannibal LaGrange University 
campus, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. A campus visit designed to 
give you a sample of what HLGU has to offer.

 
Saturday, March 18
8 a.m.: Shamrock Shuffle at YMCA of Hannibal, 1 YMCA Drive 
Hannibal Cost $20 to $50. Shamrock Shuffle is a 5k walk/run. Cost 
depends on when you sign up. For more information call 573-221-

0586 or visitymcaofhannibal.org/.

Choosing a care facility for your loved one’s 
“home away from home” is a difficult decision. 

Luther Manor’s goal is to fulfill not only each 
resident’s physical, mental, and emotional 
needs, but social and spiritual as well.

•  24-hour Licensed Nursing Staff
•  In-house Physical Therapy
•  Contract with Licensed Physical, 

Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  In-house Podiatry, Optometry, Lab & X-Ray

Luther Manor
Retirement & Nursing Center

Call TODAY to see how we can bring peace of mind.
3170 Hwy 61  Hannibal, MO

573-221-5533    
www.luthermanorhannibal.com
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9 a.m.: American Legion Baseball 
Fundraiser Book Fair at American 
Legion Post 55, 3819 Highway MM 
Hannibal. Free.

1 p.m.: Tim Smith Live at Cave Hol-
low West Winery, 300 Cave Hollow 
Road, Hannibal. Tim Smith will 

perform live 1 to 4 p.m.

5 p.m.: Cabbage Bowling at Cave 
Hollow West Winery, 300 Cave Hol-
low Road, Hannibal. Come celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day with frozen Cab-
bage Bowling  5 to 7 p.m.

7 p.m.: “The More the Merrier” 
at Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. 
Main St., Hannibal. Free. The 63401 

Cinema Society will hold its first film 
screening with the 1943 romantic 
comedy that tells the story of a 
single young working woman living 
in Washington, D.C. as the city expe-
riences a housing shortage during 
World War II. Light refreshments will 
be served.

7 p.m.: Celebration of Irish Music at 
Lewis Street Playhouse, 405 Lewis 

Street, Canton, Mo. Free. 4th Street 
Warehouse Jazz will perform and 
special guests will be Canton’s own 
Carl and Judy Schmidt, hammered 
dulcimer champions. Donations for 
operation of the theater appreciated. 
Snacks will be available.

Sunday, March 19
9 a.m.: American Legion Baseball 
Fundraiser Book Fair at American 

The photography of Carol Estes — including this piece, called “Fire and Ice” — will be on display at Hannibal’s Alliance Art Gallery throughout March. A reception to celebrate the open-
ing of Estes’ work will be 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, March 11, at the gallery, 112 N. Main. The reception corresponds with Hannibal’s Second Saturday Gallery Night. More information about 
the exhibit is at hannibalmag.com and is available by calling the gallery at 573-221-2275. Submitted Photo
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Legion Post 55, 3819 Highway MM 
Hannibal. Free.

10:45 a.m.: Lenten Worship at First 
Presbyterian Church, 120 N. Sixth St., 
Hannibal.

Monday, March 20
4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra 
Nutrition Center, 219 W Ross St., 
Palmyra. 

Wednesday, March 22
Hannibal Parks & Recreation Com-
petitive Pickleball League at Admiral 
Coontz Recreation Center, 301 War-
ren Barrett Drive. Free.

Thursday, March 23
11 a.m.: Warm Your Heart Soup 
Fundraiser at Hannibal Regional 
Hospital Conference Room A/B. 

Cost $10. Carryout available. Lunch 
includes choice of soup (vegetable, 
loaded potato or white chicken chili), 
choice of sandwich (pimento cheese 
or chicken salad), dessert and drink. 
Money raised will help fulfill Hannibal 
Regional Auxiliary’s pledge to the 
James E. Cary Cancer Center’s new 
linear accelerator. Tickets may be 
purchased at Judy’s Boutique inside 
HRH, Mark Twain Book and Gift 

Shop and at the door.

6:30 p.m.: Hannibal Quarter Mad-
ness at American Legion Hall. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m.; benefits Hannibal 
Business Women’s

8:30 p.m.: “C’est La Vie” at Bluff City 
Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal. 

People play pickleball at the Admiral Coontz Recreation Center in Hannibal. Pickleball leagues start in March. Photo from   hannibal parks and recreation
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Call now to book your 2017 Event
(Wedding, Reunion, Meeting, Baby Shower and More)
Pool party package includes access to our indoor pool 
as well as the Coral Room that seats up to 40 people 

for up to 5 hours.

Contact the banquet/office manager at
573-221-4000  

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday–Friday.

Contact the bar at
573-221-4000 x 517

saleshmq2@gmail.com
120 Lindsey Dr.  • Hwy 36 • Hannibal , MO

saleshmq4@gmail.com
120 Lindsey Dr.  • Hwy 36 • Hannibal , MO

Plan Your Next Event 
With Us.

Friday, March 24
8:30 p.m.: “C’est La Vie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal.

Saturday, March 25
8 a.m.: Battle by the River at Mabee Sports Complex at Hannibal-LaGrange 
University, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. Clinic and exhibit Friday, March 24. 
Doubles pickball tournament. More information available from Bill Baker, 573-
795-6020 or bill@parkplacesing.com.

10 a.m.: 50 Miles of Art. Artisans in Hannibal, Louisiana and Clarksville, Mo., 
open their studios for a view into how their work is created. Follow scenic 
Hwy 79 to reach each town. For more information visit HannibalArts.com or 
call 573-221-6545.

3 p.m.: “C’est La Vie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal.

6:30 p.m.: Oak Hill School open house. A light supper is provided. There is 
no charge, however donations for accepted. The building is mostly restored, 
but some renovation continues as funds permit. Oak Hill School is associated 
with the Ralls County Historical Society.  For directions or further information 
call 573-221-8352.
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8:30 p.m.: “C’est La Vie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal.

Sunday, March 26
10 a.m.: 50 Miles of Art on Main Street in downtown Hannibal and along Hwy. 
79 in Louisiana and Clarksville.

10:45 a.m.: Lenten Worship at First Presbyterian Church, 120 N. Sixth St., 
Hannibal.

Monday, March 27
4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W Ross St., Pal-
myra. 

Tuesday, March 28
Business Expo at Hannibal Nutrition Center, 219 S. 10th St., Hannibal. Cost $5. 
Find out what’s new in the business community, network, and enjoy food and 
beverages. Tickets are available in advance from the Chamber office or at the 
door of the event. Business Expo is open to the public.

Wednesday March 29
Hannibal Parks & Recreation Competitive Pickleball League at Admiral Coontz 
Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive. Free. 

Thursday, March 30
8:30 p.m.: “C’est La Vie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal.

Friday, March 31
8:30 p.m.: “C’est La Vie” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal.

Saturday, April 1
10 a.m.: Power Up for Avenues at Knights of Columbus Hall, 1 Columbus 
Road. Cost $5 for admission, $20 for tournaments and admission. Children 
younger than 12 are free. Family-friend gaming event to raise money for 
Avenues, the domestic violence and sexual assault advocacy program and 
shelter. 
Play video, card and recreational games with family and friends.

6 p.m.: Battle at Bear Creek at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, Admiral 
Coontz Recreation Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive. Professional boxing 
matches. More information is available from 573-406-8227.

Thursday, April 6
7 p.m.: “My Fair Lady” presented by the Hannibal-LaGrange University 
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Theatre Department at Roland Fine Arts Center. Costs $12 in advance and $15 
at the door. People older than 60 and groups of 10 or more people cost $10 
per person.

Friday, April 7
7 p.m.: “My Fair Lady” presented by the Hannibal-LaGrange University The-
atre Department at Roland Fine Arts Center.

Saturday, April 8
5 p.m.: Second Saturday Gallery Walk in downtown Hannibal. Hannibal’s 
downtown galleries are the place to be each second Saturday. Wander from 
gallery to gallery and enjoy special guest artists, food, friends and extended 
hours. Whether you come with friends or come alone, you’ll have a great 
time.

7 p.m.: “My Fair Lady” presented by the Hannibal-LaGrange University The-
atre Department at Roland Fine Arts Center.

Saturday, April  15
5 p.m.: Third annual Last Dinner on the Titanic at La Binnah Bistro, 207 N. 
Fifth St., Hannibal. Enjoy a five-course meal, with the main course being 
roasted breast of duck. Advance reservations required and may be made by 
calling 573-221-8207.

Saturday, April  22
9 a.m.: Spring Cleanup at YMen’s Pavillion, 105 S. Hill, Hannibal. Gloves and 
trash bags will be provided. Stream Team T-shirts given to the first 100 
participants. Cosponsored by 1819 Stream Team and Hannibal Area Chamber 
of Commerce. More information at hannibalparks.org/files/Parks_Rec/Docu-
ments/Spring_Cleanup_Flyer_2017.pdf.

6:30 p.m.: Oak Hill School open house.

Thursday, April 27
6:30 p.m..: Hannibal Quarter Madness at American Legion Hall. Doors open 
at 5:30. Event benefits Shine a Light on Autism.
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Friday, April 28
All day.: Great Girlfriend Getaway in downtown Hannibal. Ladies, prepare 
to be pampered. Gather your girlfriends and family and enjoy a weekend of 
shopping, dining and activities just for you. 

Saturday, April 29
All day.: Great Girlfriend Getaway in downtown Hannibal. 

Sunday, April 30
All day.: Great Girlfriend Getaway in downtown Hannibal. 

4 p.m.: Senior Citizen Prom at Monroe City R-1 High School, 430 N Washing-
ton St., Monroe City, Mo. Free. The event features music and dancing with a 
live band, refreshments and door prizes. 

REGIONAL CALENDAR 
Friday, March 3
5 p.m..: WGEM Home and Living Show at Oakley-Lindsay Center, 300 Civic 
Center Plaza, Quincy, Ill. Cost $4. Children 12 and under are free. Come talk to 
vendors about interior and exterior services.

Friday, March 10
4 p.m.: Quincy Spring Pickers Market at Dick Brothers Brewery Complex, 
Ninth and York, Quincy, Ill. For vendor information email pickervilleuse@gmail.
com or call 217-883-0570 or 573-250-5025 n

March   local  & regional events
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M
any of us 

are ready to 

shed winter 

and get into 

vacation 

mode. I am speaking of those 

who have not been to a tropical 

paradise already this winter. You 

know who you are.

Vacation means many things 

to people. If you are married, you 

may discover during a casual 

conversation with your wife that 

your concept of vacation and 

hers may vary greatly. 

My wife loves miles of white-

sand beaches, palm trees and 

tropical trade winds blowing 

through her hair. I find moun-

tains calling my name. A nice 

week or two in the mountains 

really works out well for me. I 

guess she is a people watcher 

while I enjoy bonding with wild-

life and nature.

Sometimes I think most of us 

work so much that we forget how 

to vacation. I often have planned 

vacations much like a work week 

in years past. I would drive for 

hours straight to a destination. 

After arriving exhausted we 

would crowd in as many things 

as humanly possible, and take 

off for hours of more driving 

to a new location. 

The pace was excruciat-

ing as I tried to see 

and do as much as 

I could while fitting 

it all into a single week. It was 

utter madness while reflecting 

upon my failed strategy. I would 

estimate that 80 percent of my 

time was spent behind a steering 

wheel. I was actually glad to 

get home because I was totally 

spent. Mentally I was spent as 

well, because I was so frantic to 

accomplish a fantastic vacation, 

that I missed most of it by focus-

ing on the next destination and 

how much time we had left away 

from work. If you spend more 

time refueling than enjoying a 

destination, it is time to rethink 

your itinerary.

I always enjoyed travel while 

opting never to 

camp. If I wanted 

a camping experi-

ence I would stay 

in a hotel, throw 

a handful 

of sand 

and a 

cou-

ple big rocks in my bed, let 

someone beat my body with 

sticks as I sleep, turn off the air 

conditioning, open the windows 

to invite mosquitoes in to dine 

on my body, and fire up a wood 

smoker inside of the room. When 

I awake I don’t enjoy feeling like 

a truck hit me, while smelling 

like sweaty jerky, having sand 

in every orifice of my battered 

unrested body, while being an 

insect buffet.

I know many of you camp-

ing loyalists are shaking your 

heads by now and thinking, “He 

just doesn’t get it!” I am here to 

totally agree with you. If there 

are hotels or cabins including 

soft beds within an hour of your 

location with indoor plumbing I 

have to ask “Why?” If you are 

motivated by getting back 

to nature or getting in 

touch with the inner 

primal you, then go 

kill breakfast after 

a good night’s 

sleep with a 

rock and cook 

it with your 

hairdryer. 

If you want 

to rough 

it, take 

bathroom 

breaks 

outside 

and 

try 

not to get arrested.

My wife enjoys sleeping in 

nylon ovens called tents. We 

have talked about this many 

times. She offered a compromise 

and suggested a pop-up camper 

with air conditioning. I counter 

offered for the 40-foot self-con-

tained R.V. complete with jacuzzi 

hot tub, big screen television and 

recliner. At that point she said, 

“Why not just rent a condomin-

ium then?” I think she is finally 

getting a handle on this entire 

“compromise” concept. A condo it 

shall be! After that day the word 

camping has never left her lips. 

Sometimes I have just enjoyed 

hanging close to home and doing 

things like fishing, motorcycling 

or just exploring for shops, points 

of interest and simply goofing 

off. There is a misconception that 

vacations need to cost a fortune. 

There is plenty to see and do no 

more than three hours from here. 

Low budgets are an excuse. Vaca-

tions are what you make them.

We all need breaks from work, 

a break from our daily routine 

and breaks from our normal 

existence. Get serious and start 

planning that time away you so 

desperately need and deserve. If 

you don’t miss work then why do 

we miss a vacation opportunity? 

I hope to see you somewhere 

along the way this summer — 

unless it’s a campground. Safe 

travels! n

Time to take a break
HICK FINN8
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Dr. Almashhrawi
Gastroenterologist

Colon Cancer is Preventable.  Treatable.  Beatable.

FACTS ABOUT COLON CANCER 
with Dr. Almashhrawi

90% of cases occur in 
people 50 or older.

#2 leading cause of cancer 
deaths among men and 

women in the U.S.

1+ Million 
current colon cancer 
survivors in the U.S. 

March
COLON CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

Dr. Almashhrawi is a board certified gastroenterologist 
and he wants you to know that even if you have no 
symptoms, it’s important to be screened for colorectal 
cancer.  Often signs and symptoms appear only 
when colorectal cancer has progressed to late stage 
cancer or spread.  Several screening options exist for 
colorectal cancer, talk to your primary care provider 
today to see which one is right for you.

To schedule an appointment call 573-629-3500.

6500 Hospital Drive, Hannibal, MO | hannibalregional.org

Talk to your primary care provider 
about screening options if you are:

AGE 

50 +
AGE 

45 +
Any

AGE

see your primary care provider 
for a regular screening

if you are African American or 
at high risk

if you have symptoms or a 
family history

WE KNOW THE WAY TO BETTER
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SPINE FOLD

Bringing our passion for  
heart care to you

Blessing Physician Services cardiologists, Steven Krause, DO and John Hammock, MD 
are known for their advanced skills, caring, and compassion.

Drs. Krause and Hammock are committed to identifying the problem as early 
as possible, so they can provide convenient and effective treatments. That’s 
compassionate medical expertise.

John Hammock, MD, FACC, FHRSSteven Krause, DO, MHA, FACOI

Make an appointment by calling
573-231-3232 - Hannibal           217-214-3424 - Quincy

Hannibal
REgionaL  EnTERTainMEnT gUiDE   

M   A   G   A   Z   I    N   E

March 2017

River royalty
Life on the water: Welcoming cruisers and floating with Mark Twain

‘Piloting on the Mississippi River was not work 
to me; it was play — delightful play, vigorous 

play, adventurous play — and I loved it...’  
- Mark Twain in ‘Eruption’ 

New cruise 
ships have  
city in sight. 
Page 3

Schedules for 
ships headed
our way  
Pages 3, 4

Riverfront 
ready for  
facelift 
Page 7

Mark Twain 
Riverboat  
information
Page 9

Inside:
A preview and

calendar of events 

for Chocolate 

Extravaganza
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