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6500 Hospital Drive, Hannibal, MO
hannibalregionalmedicalgroup.org

At Hannibal Regional Medical Group, our OB/GYN’s deliver more than just babies. 
They deliver the expertise and personal attention that you deserve. Whether it’s 
annual visits, prenatal care or menopausal health, we’re here for you - because when 
it comes to your health care, the one you choose, the one you trust and the one you 
see makes all the difference. To start your journey to better health call 573-629-3500. 

It ’s your choice...why go anywhere else?

Dr. Maple
Obstetrics & Gynecology Specialist

Dr. Bennett
Obstetrics & Gynecology Specialist

Dr. Viehmann
Obstetrics & Gynecology Specialist

Your Choice. 
CHOOSE BETTER.
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Celebrate Life this
         Mother’s Day

Be a Breast Friend & 
Get a Mammogram

Hannibal Regional asks you to think 
of all the women in your life: mothers, 

grandmothers, aunts, sisters, daughters and 
friends. This year give them (and yourself!) 

a vital life-saving 3D mammogram. Early 
detection with a mammogram is the best 

defense against breast cancer.

Over 40? Call to schedule a 
mammogram today.

573-248-5688

Joel D. Hassien, M.D., M.A.L., FACR
Medical Director of Hannibal Regional Radiology

Jennifer Akers, RT (R), MBA
Director of Radiology
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I
t’s no secret to anyone by now that Mark Twain is both the 

most famous part of Hannibal’s past and a key commodity 

for growing the city’s tourism industry in the future. 

Both those facts come to mind with the approach of the 

Historic Hannibal Marketing Council’s Twain on Main 

celebration May 27 and 28 in Downtown Hannibal. 

The event draws on the literary past of Hannibal’s favorite son to 

celebrate that connection, as well as to boost commerce for Down-

town merchants. 

Tying into popular Twain novels “The 

Prince and the Pauper,” “The Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer” and “Roughing It,” the festival 

this year will be the largest it’s ever been, 

stretching from North Street to Broadway, and 

will feature games, re-enactments, presenta-

tions from local actor Jim Waddell as Mark 

Twain, arts, crafts and — of course — plenty 

of food. 

It’s also just one example of the many things the Historic Hannibal 

Marketing Council does to promote the city and its Downtown busi-

nesses. The council’s mission is four-fold: preserving and protect-

ing the historic character of the traditional Downtown, working to 

beautify the streetscape, building cooperation within the group and 

with community members and advocating on behalf of members on 

larger issues. 

In addition to Twain on Main, the group also holds the Chocolate 

Extravaganza, Great Girlfriend Getaway and Victorian Festival of 

Christmas each year. 

Evidence of their efforts can be seen Downtown, with new flower 

pots on Broadway and Main, dog waste stations and other beautifica-

tion items showing up.  

If you see a member of the council, be sure to thank them for the 

work they do to make Hannibal a better place to live, work and play. 

Better yet, head Downtown and join in the celebrations and fruits of 

their labor.

Ron Wallace

A celebration  
of the city’s  
literary past
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T
he Historic Hannibal Marketing Council is pleased to 

present the annual Twain on Main Festival in historic 

downtown Hannibal. Taking place Memorial Day week-

end, May 27 and 28, this fun-filled festival is packed 

with entertainment, food, spirits, arts, crafts and more. 

There is something for every age to enjoy at this celebration of Hanni-

bal’s favorite son, Mark Twain.

Festival activities will take place along North Main Street from North 

Street to Broadway, as well as the side streets along North Main. You 

will find some of the best festival food with favorites like turkey legs, 

funnel cake and burgers fresh off the grill. If you are looking for local 

flavor, you also will find downtown Hannibal’s favorite eateries, each 

serving its own specialty like ribs, catfish and maid-rites.

TWAIN ON MAIN
A celebration of Mark Twain and his literature

|	By	Dena	J.	Ellis
 historichannibalmo.com

ConTinues on 4

IN THIS ISSUE8
View a schedule of Twain on Main on Page 4.

MAy 27  ANd 28 • Times vary
North Main Street
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If you enjoy sampling local beers and wines, 

you will want to stop by the Twain on Main Wine 

Garden at Hill and North Main streets. You can sit 

in the shade and sample local 

spirits while listening to live 

music.

This year’s festival will be 

the largest Twain on Main to 

date. Space has been allot-

ted for nearly 200 vendors, 

and the expectation is that 

all spaces will be filled. You 

will find something to fit 

everyone’s taste and budget 

— clothing, arts and crafts, 

produce, leather goods and 

metal works.

As is the tradition with Twain on Main, there 

will be  three distinct areas of entertainment, each 

designed to celebrate a particular Twain novel — 

“The Prince and the Pauper,” “Roughing It” and 

“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.”

‘The Prince and  the Pauper’

This book tells the story of a young prince in 16th 

century England who convinces a pauper boy to 

trade places with him. In keeping with this theme, 

you will find a large castle-shaped bouncy-house 

at the corner of Bird and North Main. You also will 

find music and dancing from the Renaissance era, 

sword play and costumed performers. 

‘The Adventures of Tom Sawyer’

Hannibal’s Tom & Becky Goodwill Ambassa-

dors will be in the garden next to the Mark Twain 

Boyhood Home to play games from the past and 

run races with the youngest 

festival goers. You can test 

your abilities and find out 

how skillful you are at shoot-

ing marbles and how fast you 

can run while encased in a 

gunny sack.

‘Roughing It’  

When you reach the corner 

of Center Street and North 

Main, you will find yourself 

immersed in the Old West as 

we bring Twain’s Western novel to life. Twain will 

be there to share tales of his travel by stagecoach to 

Nevada and his adventures there. Of course, while 

you are caught up in his stories, you may find your-

self dodging bullets as desperados shoot it out in 

the middle of the street. To complete our Old West 

theme, the Omeyocan Dance Company will perform 

native dance in full costume.

The weekend promises fun and entertainment. 

Besides the array of food, entertainment and 

vendor merchandise, you will also find museums, 

stores and specialty shops along Main Street. Many 

of the downtown pubs will offer live music Friday 

and Saturday evenings. n

SCHEDULE8

Continues FRoM 3

sAtuRdAY & sundAY
10 a.m. Opening ceremonies
All day L.A. Seuss strolling, 
performing
All day Castle bouncy-house, 
Renaissance entertainment
All day Information booth, T-
shirt sales
All day Wine & beer garden with 
music
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Old-fashioned 
games, Tom & Becky
11 a.m. Mark Twain Presents, Jim 
Waddell
11:15 a.m. Omeyocan Company, 
native dance
11:15 a.m. Proposal scene, Tom 
& Becky
Noon Mark Twain Presents, Jim 
Waddell
12:15 p.m. 1880s Old West Reen-
actment, Southfork Regulators
12:15 p.m. Proposal scene, Tom 
& Becky
12:30 p.m. Mark Twain, tales 
from “Roughing It”
1 p.m. Mark Twain Presents, Jim 
Waddell
1:15 p.m. Proposal scene, Tom & 
Becky
1:30 p.m. Mark Twain, tales from 
“Roughing It”
2 p.m. Mark Twain Presents, Jim 
Waddell
2:15 p.m. Proposal scene, Tom 
& Becky
3 p.m. Mark Twain Presents, Jim 
Waddell
3:15 p.m. Proposal scene, Tom 
& Becky
5 p.m. 1880s Old West Reenact-
ment, Southfork Regulators

sAtuRdAY
2 to 5 p.m. Dixie Dads Jazz Band
2:30 p.m. Mark Twain, tales from 
“Roughing It”
2:45 p.m. 1880s Old West Reen-
actment, Southfork Regulators
3:15 a.m. Omeyocan Company, 
native dance

sundAY
2 to 5 p.m. Dixie Dads Jazz Band
2:15 p.m. Omeyocan Company, 
native dance
3:15 p.m. 1880s Old West Reen-
actment by Southfork Regulators
3:45 p.m. Mark Twain, tales from 
“Roughing It”
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Celebrating

60
Y E A R S
1957-2017

Quality Care from Our Family to Yours

Hannibal Clinic has proudly 
served the local community 
for 60 years with a progressive 
history since opening in 1957. 
What began as a forward 
thinking group of four doctors 
has evolved into a premier  
multi-specialty medical practice 
with over 50 providers practicing 
in 20 specialties. 

Hannibal Clinic continues to 
grow and provide the very best 
patient care.

Join us for our
Open House

to celebrate 60 years!
Sunday, May 7 ~ 2-4 pm
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N
ew London Park Days is the annual two-day fun-filled and family-

friendly festival built on small-town pride. For more than 30 years 

people have come together at the Ralls County Courthouse square 

and surrounding streets 

for Park Days to enjoy food 

and music and other entertainment and 

more.

This year’s event will be June 2 and 3.

Entertaining at the event includes the 

following:

• 2 to 3 p.m. Friday, Cory Combs.

• 3 to 4 p.m. Friday, Frate.

• 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Part Time Gypsies.

• 9 p.m. to midnight Friday, Steppin’ Back.

• 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Riverside.

• 9 p.m. to midnight Saturday, Catfish Willie.

Among the weekend’s traditions are the Miss New London Pageant, a full-scale carni-

val, arts and craft vendors, a parade, a baby contest, a classic car cruise and the annual 

Mr. Lovely Legs competition.

More information and a schedule of events are available at newlondonparkdays.org. n

New London Park Days
• Saturday, 8 a.m. 5K Run/Walk. The run begins 

at New London Elementary School and follows 

a course through the city’s streets, returning to 

the school. There are several age categories, and 

awards will be given to the top male and female 

finisher in each category. Preregistration is recom-

mended.

• Saturday, 1 p.m. Cornhole tourament. The 

64-team, double-elimination tourney, which will take 

place at Ruth Roy Wright Park on Fourth Street, a 

block west of the courthouse, will be played accord-

ing to the rules of the American Cornhole Associa-

tion. It is open to those 16 years old and older. The 

entry fee includes a souvenir can koozie. Registra-

tion forms are available at newlondonparkdays.org, 

at New London 66 in New London, by calling Mike 

or Laurie Means at 573-985-7891, or via email at 

newlondonparkdays@gmail.com      

• Saturday, 3 to 6 p.m. Food, Wine and Craft 

Beer Festival. Held on the courthouse lawn, the 

fest includes tastings from wineries, breweries and 

restaurants from throughout Missouri and Illinois.

SCHEDULE8 june 2 and 3 • Times vary
Ralls County Courthouse, 311 S Main St., new London, Mo.

| newlondonparkdays.org
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Relay  
dinner to 
celebrate 
lives of area 
survivors

Are you a survi-

vor? Relay for Life 

of Marion County 

plans to host a 

dinner to honor 

those who have 

battled or are bat-

tling cancer. 

The survivor 

dinner, hosted 

and catered by 

Hannibal Re-

gional Healthcare 

System and the 

James E. Cary 

Cancer Center, is 

free to all cancer 

survivors, and 

guests are asked 

to make a $5 

donation.

Registration 

is required, and 

may be done by 

calling 877-957-

7848.

Doors will open 

at 5:30 p.m.

The dinner will 

be held at the 

Y-Men’s Pavilion, 

and parking for 

the disabled will 

be at the Mark 

Twain Boyhood 

Home and Mu-

seum Interpretive 

Center lot across 

the street.

More informa-

tion is available 

by calling Dana 

Blase at 573-795-

4647. n

R
elay For Life of Marion County will re-

turn to Hannibal on Friday, June 2.

The event has come of age, celebrating 

21 continuous years of fundraising.

Relay For Life is the signature 

fundraising event for the American Cancer Society, and 

its events are community gatherings where teams and 

individuals set up booths and take turns walking or run-

ning a path. 

“I relay because people I care about — my family, my 

friends, my clients — have been affected by cancer,” 

said this year’s event leader Andy Straube. “I am a big 

believer in bringing our communities together to support 

the American Cancer Society. The ACS is second only to 

the United States government in funding much-needed 

cancer research.”

Relay For Life of Marion County works with sponsors 

such as the Hannibal Regional Hospital System and the 

James E. Cary Cancer Center, which sponsors a survivor 

dinner.  

Relay For Life of Marion County, with the theme “Cruis-

ing Through The Decades” will take place in Historic 

Downtown Hannibal. Entertainment, announcements 

and awards will use the Music Under The Stars stage, 

and a survivor reception will be at the Y-Men’s Pavilion. 

The walking track will be along the street, with lumi-

naria bags in the center. During a ceremony at dusk, the 

bags will be lit in honor or in memory of those diagnosed 

with cancer, and the names of those people will be read. 

Registered survivors will receive a shirt, pin and other 

donated gifts, along with a dinner sponsored by the Cary 

Cancer Center.

“Honoring our survivors is key to Relay For Life,” said 

survivor lead Dana Blase. “Survivors that attend Relay 

often find it to be an empowering, emotional experience. 

It is a reunion with fellow survivors and a celebration of 

victory over cancer. Survivors’ attendance at Relay For 

Life is key because it serves as a testimony to others that 

there is life beyond a cancer diagnosis. Our survivors 

inspire us.”

In 2016, the Relay For Life of Marion County was rec-

ognized as one of the top 10 per capita fundraisers in the 

High Plains Division and nationwide. 

The Flower Children, led by Mark and Stephanie Bross, 

is a Ruby Fundraising Team and was recognized as a 

national 2016 Team of Excellence for it fundraising ef-

forts. The Flower Children continually raises more than 

$60,000 annually.

“Our goal this year is $107,500, and we hope to exceed 

that goal. Only with the dedication and hard work of our 

teams and participants are we able to reach these goals. 

The American Cancer Society has pledged to double the 

amount of funding we put towards research by 2020, and 

RFL of Marion County is doing all they can to advance 

that goal,” Kathryn McDaniel, community manager, said.

More information is available by calling 217-740-1496, 

or visiting relayforlife.org/marioncomo. n

Relay for Life returns to Hannibal
june 2 • 4 p.m.
Historic Downtown Hannibal

|	 cancer.org
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M
ississippi Mind Trap 

officially opened April 

1 and is now booking 

the Clue Room Experi-

ence. This thoughtfully 

planned escape room is themed after the board 

game Clue. Owners Eddie and Tracy Lennox 

gathered a team to create a challenging and 

fun escape.

Become a pair of detectives for a date night 

or build an investigative team of up to eight 

people to gather clues and decipher codes to 

open boxes, crates, doors and gadgets.

Once the escape room door closes, the heat is 

on under a ticking clock to answer three ques-

tions about a murder:

• Where did it happen? 

• What weapon was used? 

• And, of course, who did it?

“You can request a hint if your team gets 

stuck,” Tracy Lennox said. “If you’ve never 

been to an escape room, there is a little more 

guidance.”

Even with hints offered, the uncertainty of 

a successful escape is all part of the fun, but 

participants are not trapped inside the room. 

“The door is locked, but you can get out,” 

Lennox said. “You can hit a button and leave 

anytime you want.”

The experience takes approximately 90 min-

utes, including a short video before entering 

and pictures at the end to declare you made it 

out — or not.  

The Lennoxes anticipate opening a two-

room experience in June with an Area 51 

theme. Participants will be challenged to gain 

the code from the first room to enter the sec-

ond room and make their escape from there.

Escape room themes will change every 

several months, and they are not scary for 

children. Regular game play is recommended 

for ages 9 and older, but private bookings allow 

children of all ages to play. 

Online booking is now available at missis-

sippimindtrap.com. n

We are your
all-purpose
cleaner.
We know you have 
better things to do

with your time.
We offer detailed, deep-cleaning 

services that allow you to enjoy your 
home without lifting a finger.

CLEANING SERVICES
CALL LIBBY EVANS for a free estimate!

573-822-3998
Cleaning For A Reason is a non-
profit organization that gives the gift 
of free house cleaning to women 
undergoing treatment 
for any type of cancer. 
Ask me how to apply, 
donate or about free 
cleaning services.

Licensed, Insured, Bonded, Honest, 
Experienced & Affordable

20%
OFF

Spring
Cleaning
Services VA

LI
D

 T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 

M
A

Y
 3

1,
 2

01
7

FREE
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FREE
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Mississippi Mind Trap
|	 mississippimindtrap.com NEED TO KNOW8

Mississippi Mind Trap is at 518 Broadway and 

can be contacted at 573-221-3087.  The busi-

ness works with local nonprofits to give back 10 

percent of gross sales to the community. The 

program sponsors a different group each month.  

Interested parties may apply at the website.  

Hannibal’s Salvation Army is the first recipient.
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P
lans are well underway for 

the 22nd Annual Hannibal 

Cannibal, which will take 

place Saturday, July 1. For 

the fifth consecutive year, 

Advance Physical Therapy will serve as of-

ficial sponsor. As in the past, there will be 

a 5/10/15k run, a 5k walk and a fun run for 

children ages 10 and younger. The race will 

begin at 7 a.m., with the fun run following 

the race at 9 a.m.  Those registering for the 

Cannibal will receive a performance T-shirt, 

cinch sack race bag and a custom finisher’s 

medal. Registration is open, and you may 

register online at hannibalcannibal.com. 

Forms also are available at the concierge 

desks at Hannibal Regional Hospital, Hanni-

bal Regional Medical Group or the founda-

tion’s offices.  Register before June 19 for just 

$25.

Each year the Hannibal Cannibal holds a 

contest to select both Cannibal and fun run 

logos. This year, local graphic designer Lynn 

Zielinski won both contests.  

Proceeds from the 2017 race will support 

the Cherish Campaign, which is raising 

money to assist with expanding Women’s 

Health Services at Hannibal Regional. The 

expansion of Women’s Health Services at 

Hannibal Regional is a crucial element in 

meeting all of the health needs of the region. 

Offering a full continuum of services and 

resources for all ages of women and their 

health needs is invaluable to growth and 

success in this area. 

More information is available at hanni-

balcannibal.com or 573-629-3577. To stay 

updated on the Cannibal, find us on Facebook 

under Hannibal Cannibal, on Twitter @Can-

nibalRace and now on Instagram at Hanni-

bal_cannibal_race. n

Hannibal Regional Foundation accepts a donation from Advance Physical Therapy, official sponsor of the 2017 Hannibal Cannibal. From left are Advance 
Physical Therapy President Jason Stratton, Hannibal Regional Healthcare System President Todd Ahrens,  Advance Physical Therapy Clinical Director 
K.J. Whittaker, Hannibal Regional Foundation President Wendy Harrington and Race Director Angie Wilcoxson. Submitted Photo

The Cannibal is ready. Are you?

Lynn Zielinski, this year’s winning logo designer, 
stands with Race Director Angie Wilcoxson. 
Submitted Photo

july 1 • 7 a.m.
Throughout Hannibal

|	 hannibalcannibal.com
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S
kin cancer is the most common type of cancer. Each 

year there are more new cases of skin cancer than all 

other cancers of the breast, prostate, lung and colon 

combined, with one in five Americans developing skin 

cancer in the course of a lifetime. There are three types 

of skin cancer to be aware of — basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell 

carcinoma and melanoma. 

Basal cell carcinoma is the most common form of skin cancer with 

more than 4 million cases diagnosed in the United States each year. 

Basal cell carcinoma is characterized by abnormal, uncontrolled 

growths or lesions that arise in the skin’s basal cells, which line the 

deepest layer of the epidermis  — the outermost layer of the skin. 

They often look like open sores, red patches, pink growths, shiny 

bumps or scars and are usually caused by a combination of cumula-

tive and intense, occasional sun exposure. 

Squamous cell carcinoma is the second most common form of skin 

cancer with more than 1 million cases diagnosed in the United States 

each year. Squamous cell carcinoma is an uncontrolled growth of 

abnormal cells arising in the squamous cells, which compose most 

of the skin’s upper layers — the epidermis. They often look like scaly 

red patches, open sores, elevated growths with a central depression or 

warts; they may crust or bleed.

Melanoma is the most deadly form of skin cancer; one person dies 

of melanoma every 54 minutes, but it accounts for only 1 percent of 

skin cancer cases. 

Some risk factors for skin cancer include a lighter natural skin 

color, family history of skin cancer, history of indoor tanning, history 

of sunburns  — especially early in life — and skin that burns, freckles 

or reddens easily.

“If you have any of these risk factors, you should see a doctor for a 

skin cancer screening at least once a year,” Dr. Schuyler Metlis of Han-

nibal Regional Medical Group said. “Catching cancer early often al-

lows for more treatment options, and if you have skin cancer, finding 

it early is the best way to make sure it can be treated with success.”

Through the month of June, Metlis will be offering free skin cancer 

screenings. Call 573-629-3500 to schedule an appointment. n

Free skin cancer screenings offered 
at Hannibal Regional Medical Group
|	 medicalgroup.hannibalregional.org
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H
annibal Regional Founda-

tion will hold its eighth 

annual Shoeless Joe’s Golf 

Classic on Wednesday, 

June 14. 

As in past years, the foundation will part-

ner with the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame for 

the tournament. Golf teams will have the op-

portunity to play with a Missouri Sports Hall 

of Fame celebrity during the tournament.  

The foundation recently announced that 

Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network 

will be the Golf Classic official sponsor for 

this year’s event. Team registrations, as 

well as hole and banner sponsorships, are 

available.

Event proceeds benefit Hannibal Regional 

Foundation’s Cherish Campaign.

“This is such a fun event, and we are so 

appreciative of Wells Fargo and all those 

who sponsor and participate in this event. 

The support over the last seven years has 

been overwhelming, raising over $480,000 

for Hannibal Regional,” said Wendy Har-

rington, president and CEO of Hannibal Re-

gional Foundation. “We are looking forward 

to another great year.”

Hannibal Regional Foundation’s Cherish 

Campaign is raising money to assist with 

expanding Women’s Health Services at Han-

nibal Regional. The expansion of Women’s 

Health Services at Hannibal Regional is a 

crucial element in meeting all of the health 

needs of the region. Offering a full continu-

um of services and resources for all ages of 

women and their health needs is invaluable 

to growth and success in this area. 

For more information about the Shoeless 

Joe’s Celebrity Golf Classic or to register a 

team, contact Hannibal Regional Founda-

tion at 573-629-3577, or visit hrhf.org. n

Hannibal Regional Foundation is honored to accept a $25,000 donation from Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, which will be the official sponsor 
of the 2017 Shoeless Joe’s Celebrity Golf Classic. Proceeds from the event benefit the Cherish Campaign. Pictured are Hannibal Regional Foundation 
President Wendy Harrington, Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network’s Steve Schertel, Hannibal Regional Healthcare System President Todd Ahrens, 
Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network’s Steve Viorel and Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network’s Kenny Greger. Submitted Photo

Shoeless Joe’s Celebrity Golf Classic

June 14
norwoods Golf Club  
52651 norwoods Place

|	 hospital.hannibalregional.org

Hannibal Regional Foundation, Missouri Sports Hall of Fame team up for eighth annual event
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H
annibal Regional is excited 

to welcome Kristen Stras-

ser, MD.

Strasser will be practic-

ing hematology/oncology at 

Hannibal Regional Medical Group. Strasser 

earned both her undergraduate degree and 

her doctorate of medicine at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City. She also completed the 

hematology/oncology fellowship program that 

is offered through the University of Missouri-

Kansas City. Strasser’s medical research stud-

ies have been published by Hospital Practice 

in 2014 and BMJ Case Report in 2015. 

As a physician, Strasser provides consulta-

tion and treatment for benign and malignant 

blood disorders as well as all cancers.

“I chose this profession because I have 

a passion for cancer patients, and I have a 

special interest in guiding patients and their 

families through the diagnosis and treatment 

of cancer,” Strasser said. “Patients may be 

interested in seeing me for a patient-centered 

approach and easy-going nature.”

As an oncologist, she is specially trained in 

diagnosing and treating cancer using chemo-

therapy, hormonal therapy, biological therapy 

and targeted therapy.

“It is a privilege to join Hannibal Regional 

Medical Group, and I look forward to being 

able to help our community,” Strasser said. 

“I remain committed to furthering cancer 

research and working with local surgeons, 

physicians and cancer experts in our region.”

As part of Hannibal Regional, the Hannibal 

Regional Medical Group is a growing multi-

specialty physician group that continues to 

expand primary and specialty care services 

to meet the health needs of Northeast Mis-

souri residents. HRMG family and specialty 

physicians deliver a range of acute, chronic 

and preventive medical care services. In 

addition to diagnosing and treating illness, 

they also provide preventive care, including 

routine checkups, health-risk assessments, 

immunizations, screening tests and person-

alized counseling on maintaining a healthy 

lifestyle. Hannibal Regional Medical Group 

has locations in Bowling Green, Canton, Han-

nibal, Louisiana, Monroe City and Shelbina, 

as well as an Express Care clinic and a Vision 

Institute in Hannibal. n

Hannibal Regional welcomes Dr. Kristen Strasser
|	 hospital.hannibalregional.org “I chose this 

profession  
because I have 
a passion 
for cancer 
patients, and I 
have a special 
interest in guiding patients 
and their families through 
the diagnosis and treatment 
of cancer. ”

 Kristen Strasser
doctor at Hannibal Regional Medical Group
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Hit the river with  
Tom & Becky 
JUNE 19

14    MAY 2017    Hannibal Magazine

Fun under the Sun with music, 
food and lots of craft beer JUNE 24

The race that will  
“eat you up” returns  

for 22nd edition 
JULY 2
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H
annibal residents have the 

opportunity to participate 

in the nation’s largest 

single-day food drive on 

Saturday, May 13.

Families may leave bags or boxes of non-

perishable food outside their homes during 

the National Association of Letter Carriers’ 

Stamp Out Hunger drive. Mail carriers will 

collect the donations on behalf of the Food 

Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri. All 

items collected will be donated to the Food 

Bank’s partner agencies in Ralls County and 

Marion County, including Salvation Army, 

Douglass Community Services, Loaves & 

Fishes and the Ralls County Food Pantry.

Most-needed items include canned meat, 

canned fruits and vegetables, peanut butter, 

beans and boxed meal helpers. 

“Stamp Out Hunger makes it really easy 

to help your neighbors in need,” said Steve 

Yager, regional coordinator for the Food 

Bank. “Simply leave a box of goods near your 

mailbox — the mail carriers and our volun-

teers will do the rest.”

Special bags will be delivered in advance; 

however, any bag or box may be used. 

Additionally, monetary donations to the 

Food Bank will be accepted during the drive, 

and donors may allocate their gifts to the 

county of their choice. Because of its affili-

ation with Feeding America and the ability 

to secure bulk food at discounted prices, the 

Food Bank is able to secure $210 worth of 

groceries for every $10 donation.

Last year’s drive in Hannibal brought in 

15,951 pounds of food and $2,445. n

Hannibal residents asked to Stamp Out Hunger
May 13 • all day
Throughout Hannibal

|	 nalc.org/community-service/food-drive
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S
hine a Light on Autism, which 

promotes educational and 

recreational opportunities for 

children with autism, will host 

its Lighthouse Challenge Satur-

day, April 29. It’s a climb up the stairs to the 

Mark Twain Memorial Lighthouse, starting 

near the Tom and Huck statue at Main and 

North streets.

There are four participation categories:

• Competitive Challengers, $50, starts at 8 

a.m.

• Lighthouse Challengers, $25, starts at 9 

a.m.

• Kids Challengers, $10, starts at 9 a.m.

• Family Challenge, $60, starts at 9 a.m. 

The day includes a carnival for children 

with a bouncy-house, face painting, sensory 

stations, games and free refreshments.

Shine A Light On Autism is a 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization. Among its efforts 

have been helping the Hannibal School Dis-

trict start its first early intensive behavorial 

intervention classroom to serve children 

with autism and other disorders; purchasing 

30 iPads for special needs children in seven 

schools in Ralls, Marion, Shelby and Pike 

counties; and donating $10,000 to assist the 

construction of three special needs play-

grounds.

More information is available by calling 

573-406-4059 or visiting shinealightonau-

tism.org. n

Shine a Light on Autism

|	 shinealightonautism.org

April 29 • 8 a.m.
Base of Mark Twain  
Memorial lighthouse Stairs

Participants can climb stairs to help raise money for special needs programs

HMAG MAY17 12-21.indd   16 4/14/17   9:03 AM



Hannibal Magazine     MAY 2017     17     

D
own by the River 

will return to the 

Hannibal Y-Men’s 

Pavilion for a series 

of four musical per-

formances.

New will be a monthly raffle prize, 

and among the prizes are St. Louis 

Cardinals baseball tickets.

Providing refreshments will 

be two food trucks from St. Louis. 

Seating is limited; participants are 

welcome to bring lawn chairs.

Cost is $5 per person.

The schedule is as follows: 

• Friday, May 19: Madd Hoss 

Jackson, playing country, country 

rock and rock

• Friday, June 16: A disc jockey 

will entertain.

• Friday, July 21: Raised on Radio, 

playing classic and party rock ’n’ 

roll.

• Friday, Aug. 18: Eleven, playing 

’70s and ’80s rock.

The pavilion is in the 100 block of 

Hill Street. Gates will open at 5 p.m., 

and music will start at 6 p.m. n

Down by the River
Madd Hoss Jackson kicks off series of summer concerts

May 19 to aug. 18 • 5 p.m.
Hannibal y-Men’s Pavilion, 
100 Hill St.

|	 ymens.org
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W
hen playwright Bernard Sabath finished 

reading Mark Twain’s classic novels “The 

Adventures of Tom Sawyer” and “The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” he asked 

himself, “I wonder how the boys turned out 

as adults?”

Sabath is known for having penned almost a dozen plays that 

touch on Hannibal, Mark Twain or the characters in his books, 

including last season’s Bluff City Theater production of “You 

Caught Me Dancing,” about Katy Leary, companion to the Clem-

ens family.

Sabath’s portrayal of the boys is arguably an accurate rendi-

tion of how their lives may have turned out, given what we know 

about Tom and Huck from the novels. Huck was a moralist and 

apologist, never feeling good enough about his humble begin-

nings and worried that he would go to hell. Tom, for all his 

boyish charm, displayed what today might be termed a Peter 

Pan complex with a penchant for ignoring the rules and ducking 

responsibility that Sabath translated into a life of hustling and 

hucksterism.

It is these characteristics that Sabath explores in a play that 

begins with Tom returning to Hannibal in 1920 to look up his 

boyhood friend.

The set is the porch of Huck’s cabin, and, for this production, 

Bluff City Theater is staging the production outdoors at Nipper 

Park on the banks of the Mississippi River.

Starring two of St. Louis’ most celebrated actors, John Contini 

as Huck and James Anthony as Tom, the production is directed 

by John’s son Jason Contini, who was last seen at Bluff City The-

ater as Morris in “The Heiress” and Bill Sykes in BCT’s produc-

tion of “Oliver!” in 2015. 

Although there will be riser seating, audience members are in-

vited to bring blankets or chairs. Performances will be Wednes-

day to Saturday, weather permitting, June 1 to June 10. Details 

including show dates and times may be found at bluffcitytheater.

com, and tickets may be purchased at eventshannibal.com or by 

calling the box office at 573-719-3226. n

Bluff City Theater heads outdoors

John Cullum, left, and George C. Scott starred as Tom Sawyer and Huck 
Finn in the 1986 Broadway production of “The Boys in Autumn” at Circle in 
the Square Theater. Bluff City Theater will present the play in June; it will 
be staged outdoors at Nipper Park on the  Hannibal riverfront. Submitted 
Photo

|	 bluffcitytheater.com

JUNE 1 TO 10 • Times vary
Nipper Park

‘The Boys in Autumn’ will star famed St. Louis actors

MORE INFORMATION8
“The Boys in Autumn” will be performed at 7:30 p.m. June 1 and 2, 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. June 3 and 6:30 p.m. June 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
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J
ames O’Donnell Funeral Home 

invites the public to a Memorial 

Lantern Float on the Mississippi 

River on Saturday, May 27.

“The ceremony remembers 

those we love and allows for reflection on 

the memories of loved ones and dedicates 

prayers for a peaceful and harmonious 

future. Just as the waters of the Mississippi 

merge with the Gulf of Mexico and eventually 

with each ocean, the wish for peace and hap-

piness extends from the banks of the Missis-

sippi across the globe,” James O’Donnell said 

in a news release.

The Memorial Lantern Float is free and 

open to all regardless of nationality, race, 

faith or lifestyle.  The event will take place at 

Nipper Park’s riverfront, with participants 

meeting between 7 and 7:45 p.m. to decorate 

lanterns. A brief ceremony will begin at 8 

p.m. as the lanterns are  released into the 

river.

Lanterns may be personalized with names 

or notes of remembrance.

Those interested are asked to call the 

funeral home, 573-221-8188, for further 

information or to reserve a lantern. Seating is 

limited; participants and viewers may wish 

to bring a lawn chair. n

Memorial Lantern Float set May 27

|	 jamesodonnellfuneralhome.com

May 27 • 7 p.m.
Nipper Park Riverfront
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P
rograms that encourage 

folks to get out and paint 

have popped up across the 

nation.

Events with names like 

Corks & Canvas, Monet & Merlot and Paint 

the Town are a few examples. Hannibal is 

no exception; there are several programs 

in the community, including Lush n’ Brush, 

at 108 N. Main St. and owned by Amanda 

Jamison, and You*nique, 118 N. Third St., 

owned by Beth Hinton.  

The Hannibal Arts Council also offers 

such programs. Two Arty Party programs 

are held each month at the 105 S. Main St. 

facility in Downtown Hannibal.

Arty Parties are  fun and creative experi-

ences for people who don’t feel they have 

much creative ability, those who dabble in 

art and those who call themselves artists — 

in other words, basically anyone. 

“No prior painting experience is required. 

Courage is,” said Hannibal Arts Council Ex-

ecutive Director Michael Gaines. “Programs 

are designed for those simply looking to have 

a good time with good company while creat-

ing art.” 

HAC Arty Party programs are $35 for the 

general public and $25 for HAC members. 

Through a partnership with Hannibal 

Regional Healthcare System, its employees 

may attend select Arty Party programs at the 

member rate. The parties are open to those 18 

and older, and space is limited to 32. All art 

supplies including canvas, paint and brushes 

as well as plates, cups and napkins for snacks 

brought in by participants are provided. As 

with most HAC programs, registration is 

required by contacting HAC at 573-221-6545 

or reservations@hannibalarts.com. 

Upcoming Arty Party programs at HAC 

include the following:

• Wednesday, May 3: 6 p.m., sterling silver 

and crystal earrings by AVA Goldworks. Cost 

is same $35/$25, but with the ability to make 

a second pair at $20/$15.

• Wednesday, May 24: 6 p.m., hand-dyed 

silk scarf with Cyndi Taylor

For more information, check out the Arty 

Party page at hannibalarts.com.  For infor-

mation on Lush n’ Brush and You*nique, 

visit their Facebook pages. n

Nurture your creative spirit at Arty Party
A hand-dyed silk scarf session will be led by artist Cyndi Taylor. Submitted Photo

|	 hannibalarts.com

MAy 3 And 24 • 6 p.m.
Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.
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T
he 2017 Lone Wolf Bike Show will be Saturday, June 

17, at the Y-Men’s Pavilion on Hill Street in Hannibal.

First, second and third places will be awarded 

to bikes in several classes including trike, custom, 

bagger, cruiser and sport. In addition, trophies will 

be awarded for people’s choice, Tom and Becky’s choice, traveled the 

farthest and ugliest bike.

The event, sponsored by nonprofit Lone Wolf No Club, also will 

include 50/50 drawings, merchandise vendors and music by Special 

FX Sound.

Registration will be 8 to 10 a.m., followed by judging. Awards will 

take place at 2:30 

p.m.

Cost is $10 in ad-

vance and $15 the 

day of the event, 

which will be held 

rain or shine.

Special room 

rates are availabe 

at Best Western on 

the River.

More informa-

tion is available by 

calling 573-795-6335, 573-221-4608 or 573-248-2095, emailing cindy.

benjamin@yahoo.com or kilbymark55@yahoo.com or visiting the 

club’s Facebook page. n

Bikers, start your engines
Lone Wolf Bike Show awards bikers with best rides

|	 facebook.com/Lone-Wolf-No-Club-377165744357

JUNE 17 • 8 a.m. registration; 2:30 p.m. awards
Y-Men’s Pavilion, 100 Hill St.
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C
apturing the beauty of nature by merging two art 

forms — watercolor and paper cutting — Palmyra 

native Joyce Yarbrough returns to the Alliance Art 

Gallery as the featured guest artist for May and 

invites those who have admired her paper cutting of 

butterflies, birds and flowers into her watercolor world.

Paper-cutting became Yarbrough’s profession, but watercolors 

never quite made an exit. She especially enjoys creating small 4x6 or 

5x7 watercolor “souvenirs” when traveling.

“On vacation, I do scenes. I bring a sketch pad. Watercolors are so 

much easier than pastels,” Yarbrough said.

Preferring realism to an impressionistic style, she easily transi-

tions between the exactitude of paper cutting and the photographic 

realism of scenes from nature. Yet that realism carries a touch of soft 

gentleness feathered into it.

“Nature is the source of my inspiration,” she said. She lets the sub-

ject dictate the medium.

One day, working a show, doing on-site pastel portraits, someone 

suggested she try doing silhouettes. Intrigued, she began. People 

lined up, and surgical scissors in hand, she never looked back.

In fact, since Second Saturday occurs the day before Mother’s Day, 

the Alliance Gallery realized parents may want Yarbrough to create 

Exploring a watercolor world
|	By	Bella	Erakko

 allianceartgallery.com

A piece by Brenda Benson. Submitted Photo
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a silhouette of their son or daughter as a gift. She has agreed to be 

available to create paper-cut portraitures for $40, and $20 for a sec-

ond copy, of a child 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on May 13. It can be immediately 

matted to be ready for a Mother’s Day gift.

Today, she merges watercolor with paper cutting, creating in-

toxicating images. It may be a blue 

feather so real it seems to float, a 

cone flower, a woodpecker.

Brenda Benson

The gallery’s featured member 

artist, Brenda Benson, also cuts 

paper — but in a very different way. 

Her intricate compositions consist 

of complex cut, colored, folded 

squares assembled into a large 

brilliantly constructed grid — in a 

shadow box-like format that draws you into their story.

Combining watercolor, paper, intricate cuttings and folding, she 

opens doors to a new world, not only for herself but for those who 

simply love her work. Recently she won third place in a national 

competition held annually by Cloth Paper Scissors magazine, where 

her work was featured, and she has had two pieces accepted into the 

Watercolors USA exhibit.

The Alliance Art Gallery invites you to an opening reception hon-

oring Yarbrough’s and Benson’s work 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, May 13.

This reception coincides with Hannibal’s Second Saturday Gallery 

Night.

More information is available at allianceartgallery.com or by call-

ing 573-221-2275. n

A piece by Joyce Yarbrough. Submitted Photo

“Nature is the source of my inspiration. ”
 Joyce Yarbrough

artist
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Parks & rec  calendar
www.hannibalparks.org8 Keep in Touch

More information available at hannibalparks.org

Sign up for bimonthly e-newsletter.

Follow Hannibal Parks on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

Upcoming events
 
FestivAl oF CountrY MusiC 
6 to 9 p.m. Saturday, May 6, at the Admiral Coontz Recreation Cen-

ter. Marty Miller will be emcee and play rhythm guitar, and Betty Miller 

will play drums. Other musicians will be Harlan Lane, guitar; Wendell 

Glance, guitar; Jack Owen, steel guitar; Larry Williams, bass guitar; and 

George Roberson, guitar. Guest musicians and singers will include Tony 

Gilliland, Nick Long, Gloria Reeves, Glenn and Shirley Cornelius, Marshall 

and Mila Suddarth, Ronn Pashia and Dennis Ebers. Call 573-221-5682.

storYbook trAil
May 1 to 11 at Central Park.  Read pages of “Giggle, Giggle, Quack” along 

the trail. Free. Cosponsored by Place Sign Systems Inc.

sodAlis interpretive trAining progrAM
6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 9, and May 11, 16 and 18. Learn about Sodalis 

Nature Preserve from Missouri Bat Census officials. Participants need at-

tend only one session and will learn about the preserve’s history, the bats 

that make it their home and identifying mushrooms, native plants, birds 

and other wildlife. Preregistration suggested, not required, to mlrich-

ards@hannibal-mo.gov.

Fun glow run 
7 p.m. Friday, May 12, starting on South Main Street. Sponsored by 

Holy Family School. Contact Cherrie Allen, allen@myholyfamily.com.

nAture wAlk in riverview pArk
10 a.m. Wednesday, May 17, starting at Shelter No. 2, first  

overlook at Riverview Park. Learn about plants and wildlife in Han-

nibal’s biggest park. Easy walk on moderate terrain; guided by nature 

educator Gale Rublee. Free; reservations must be made by calling 573-

221-0154 or emailing mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov .
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Parks & rec  calendar
Night hike iN SODALiS NAtURe PReSeRVe
7 to 9 p.m. Friday, May 26. Meet at preserve parking lot; hike to bat 

caves, exploring nature signs; pause for a story at top then return in the 

dark with sensory awareness activities. On paved paths, about 2 miles. 

Free; reservations must be made by calling 573-221-0154 or emailing 

mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov.

eMSStRONg 5k 
8:30 a.m. Saturday, May 27, starting at Admiral Coontz Recreation 

Center. Contract cpryor@mcadems.com.

OPeNiNg DAY At hANNibAL AqUAtic ceNteR
Noon Saturday, May 27, at Hannibal Aquatic Center. Hours are noon 

to 6 p.m. every day. Sign up now at City Hall for swim lessons; first session 

begins June 12. hannibalparks.org  or 573-221-0154.

cORNhOLe tOURNAMeNt
Saturday, May 27, at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center. Sponsored 

by Hannibal Professional Firefighters Local 1211. Preregistration through 

May 26. Contact Danny Essig, 573-406-7173, for more information.

hONOR ROLL DAY
Sunday, May 28, at Hannibal Aquatic Center. Students going into 

fourth grade through high school must bring a report card showing a B 

average or higher to receive free admission.

MOVieS iN the PARk
Saturday, June 3, in Huckleberry Park. “The Secret Life of Pets.” 

Movie to begin at 8:30 p.m. or at dark. No admission charge; attend-

ees should bring their own seating. At about 8 p.m. Quincy Kennel Club 

Square Dancing Dogs and Drill Team will perform.

big DiRt Dig
9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, June 3, next to Admiral Coontz Recreation 

Center. Sponsored by Parents as Teachers and Hannibal Parks & Recre-

ation. A huge dirt pile for youngsters to play in; bring shovels, buckets, 

trucks and digging toys. n
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Hannibal 

Arts
HANNIBAL ARTS 
COUNCIL GALLERY
HAC GAllerY Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday

Through May 2

YounG MAsTers
4 to 6 p.m. Exhibit showcases works from Hannibal’s fifth grade, eighth grade 

and high school students in both public and parochial schools. Awards 6 

p.m. Honorary hosts: Hannibal High School DECA. Sponsored by Hannibal 

Pirate Family Foundation, George H. Riedel Private Foundation and Missouri 

Arts Council.

May 12 to May 20

CeleBrATe THe ArTIsT In You
Hannibal Regional exhibit celebrating 

creative abilities of those with developmen-

tal disabilities. Partnership with Hannibal 

Regional Office of Missouri Department of 

Mental Health – Missouri Division of Devel-

opmental Disabilities. Closing reception and 

awards. 2 p.m. Saturday, May 20.
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AD for the ¼ page in April Quincy magazine. Please help put together and send proof please 

Plan Your Projects with  

Bleigh Ready Mix 

Call 217-223-4192 

For an estimate on Concrete Delivery or Materials. 

 

 

 

New sidewalks, patios, and retaining walls (maybe put this wording on picture) 

 

 

Plan Your Projects With

Bleigh Ready Mix
Call 573-221-1818 
for an estimate on 
Decorative Rock or 
Concrete Delivery

New Driveways & Extra Parking Areas 
to get vehicles off the road!

Bleigh Ready Mix
144 Bleigh Drive, Hannibal, MO

Check out our supply of rock & sand
for your landscaping needs.

ARTY PARTY
Designed for those looking to have a fun time while creating art and those 

with no prior painting experience. We provide supplies and artist to lead 

you through a project; you provide the creativity. At Hannibal Arts Council, 

105 S. Main St.  $25 for HAC members and employees of Hannibal Regional 

Healthcare System and $35 for the public. Participants must be 18 years or 

older to participate. To register, contact HAC at 573-221-6545 or reserva-

tions@hannibalarts.com. 

STeRling SilveR  
DAngle eARRingS wiTh 
BRioleTTe BeADS

Led by Brandy Hurt of AVA Goldworks

6 p.m. Wednesday, May 3

hAnD-DYeD SilK SCARF
Led by Hannibal artist Cyndi Taylor

6 p.m.. Wednesday, May 24

FiRST FRiDAY ART ADvenTUReS
Children ages 6 to 12 create projects, nurture their creativity and make 

something that is cool and fun. In order to keep the workshop series 

accessible and scholarships available (upon request), programs are spon-

sored by the George H. Riedel Private Foundation, Community Founda-

tion of West Central Illinois and Northeast Missouri and the Missouri Arts 

Council, a state agency. At the Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.

FFAA programs are $5 per child for HAC members and $10 for the public. 

Each additional child per family is only $5. To register, contact HAC at 573-

221-6545 or reservations@hannibalarts.com. 

ConTinUeS on 28
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It’s Your Time
CITIZEN Proud 
Sponsor of 
The National 
Merit Scholarship 
Program

THE FINEST QUALITY AND
THE LARGEST SELECTION IN THE AREA
Jewelry • Diamonds • Watches

207 Broadway, Hannibal
573-221-0429

Find us on Facebook  •  crescentjewelry.org

WHIMSICAL BIRD

4:30 to 6 p.m. Friday, May 5

SECOND SATURDAY GALLERY NIGHT  
Give yourself and treat. Visit Hannibal’s beau-

tiful Downtown galleries each Second Satur-

day — art, wine, friends and special events. 

Saturday, May 13, 5 to 8 p.m. 
• Hannibal Alliance Art Gallery, 112 N. Main St. 

Drawing for a piece of artwork at 6 p.m.

• New — Milly’s Abby Rose Gallery, 110 N. 

Main St. Drawing for a piece of artwork at 

6:30 p.m.

• Gallery 310, 310 N. Main St. Drawing for a 

piece of artwork at 7 p.m.

HANNIBAL CONCERT ASSOCIATION
Jaimee Paul: The Great 
American Songbook
7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 6, 
Parker Theater, HLGU Roland 
Fine Arts Center 
 

Paul was a performer included in the 2014-2015 HCA concert season, 

but a freezing rain/ice storm dampened the evening’s audience. Paul is 

a powerhouse vocalist who brings the Great American Songbook to the 

stage. Her musical influences include Sinatra, Crosby, Aretha Franklin, Ella 

Fitzgerald, Natalie Cole and Etta James. She is backed by a jazz combo 

led by her husband, Leif Shires. n

CONTINUES FROM 27
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May 6: Festival of Country Music Page 34

May 13: Cave Hollow West Winery – Frate Page 32

May 14: Cave Hollow West Winery – Mother’s Day Brunch. Page 32

May 14: Cave Hollow West Winery – Liz Bentley Page 32

May 20: Ride Cool 2017 Page 33

May 27: Hannibal Aquatic Center Opens Page 28

May 27: Memorial Lantern Float Page 35

May 27 and 28: Cave Hollow West Winery – Twain on Main Page 32

June  1: Music Under the Stars  - Steppin’ Back. Page 13

June 2: Relay for Life Page 8

June 2 and 3: New London Park Days Page 6

June 3 and 4: Q-Fest Art, Music, Food Page 25

June 4: What the Hill? Page 33

June 8: Music Under the Stairs  - Jukebox Reloaded Page 13

June 14: Shoeless Joe’s Celebrity Golf Classic Page 12

June 15: Music Under the Stars  - James Armstrong Page 13 

June 22: Music Under the Stars  - Cowboy Sweethearts Page 13

June 24: Kids in Motion Daddy Daughter Dance Page 23

June 29: Music Under the Stars  - Blend Page 13
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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

mdc.mo.gov

Stay in touch with 
nature happenings.

To receive emails or texts, sign up at
mdc.mo.gov/govdelivery

Stay in touch_Hannibal Mag_3x5.indd   1 9/9/15   9:36 AM

SAturdAY, April 29

8 a.m.: Shine a Light on Autism at Mark Twain Memorial Lighthouse, East 

Rock Street, Hannibal. Cost $50 for Competitive Challengers, $25 for Light-

house Challengers, $10 for Kids Challengers, $60 for Family Challenge. It 

starts at the bottom of the lighthouse steps, near the Tom and Huck statue 

at Main and North streets.

MondAY, MAY 1
All day: Movies in the Park at Huckleberry Park off U.S. 61 in Hannibal. Free. 

Go to hannibalparks.org or call 573-221-0154.

4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W Ross St., Pal-

myra. TOPS promotes successful, affordable weight management. Visitors 

are welcome to attend their first TOPS meeting free of charge.

11:50 p.m.: Midnight Breakfast at Hannibal-LaGrange University, 2800 

Palmyra Road, Hannibal. Faculty and staff serve breakfast to students dur-

ing this HLGU tradition. For more information, contact Student Activities 

Director Richard Medina at 573-629-3006 or rmedina@hlg.edu.

tueSdAY, MAY 2
9 a.m.: PAT Playgroup at Palmyra Elementary School, 706 S. Ashland Ave., 

Palmyra.

2 p.m.: Finals root beer social at Carroll Missions Center on Hannibal-

LaGrange University campus, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. 

FridAY, MAY 5
7:30 a.m.: Leadercast 2017 at Hannibal-LaGrange University, Roland Fine 

Arts Center, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. Cost $60. This year marks the 

17th year of the annual leadership conference. Event day registration will 

begin at 7:30 a.m. with the conference starting at 8 a.m. 

6 p.m.: Fiesta FUN(d)raiser at Trinity Episcopal Church, 213 N. Fourth St., 

MONTH     local eventsMAY       local events
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A Guiding Light in Health Care

   Levering Regional 
   Health Care Center

1734 Market Street, Hannibal

573-221-2930

Our compassionate 
team provides

Long-term care placement
Rehabilitation home services
Secure residential care
State-of-the-art therapy

Office hours are 
Monday thru Friday 8-5. 

Walk-ins welcome. 

EOE

Marion County 
Health Department 

KNOW THE SYMPTOMS OF STROKE
SUDDEN  numbness or weakness of face, arm or leg— 

especially on one side of the body
SUDDEN  confusion, trouble speaking or understanding
SUDDEN  trouble seeing in one or both eyes
SUDDEN  trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance  

or coordination
SUDDEN  severe headache with no known cause

May is National Stroke Prevention Month

Get your blood  
pressure and  
cholesterol checked. 
Call us for more information.

3105 Palmyra Road • Hannibal, MO  

573-221-1166
www.marioncountyhealth.org

Hannibal. Cost $10. Event will feature Mexican food, a mystery wine pull 

and silent auction. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children 6 and 

younger. Childcare is provided.

7 p.m.: Nursing pinning at Hannibal-LaGrange University, 2800 Palmyra 

Road, Hannibal. 

SAturdAY, MAY 6
10 a.m.: Commencement at Mabee Sports Complex on Hannibal-La-

Grange University campus, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. 

6 p.m.: Festival of Country Music at Admiral Coontz Recreation Center, 

301 Warren Barrett Drive, Hannibal. Free. Marty Miller will be the emcee 

and play rhythm guitar; Betty Miller will play drums. Other musicians in the 

house band for the Festival of Country Music will be Harlan Lane, guitar; 

Wendell Glance, guitar; Jack Owen, steel guitar; Larry Williams, bass guitar 

and George Roberson, guitar. Guest musicians and singers will be Tony 

Gilliland, Nick Long, Gloria Reeves, Glenn and Shirley Cornelius, Marshall 

and Mila Suddarth, Ronn Pashia, Dennis Ebers and others. Sponsored by 

the Hannibal Parks & Recreation. More information is available by calling 

573-221-5682.

7:30 p.m.: Jaimee Paul concert at Hannibal-LaGrange University Roland 

Fine Arts Center, 2800 Palmyra Road, Hannibal. Cost is $20 for adults, $5 

for students.

7:30 p.m.: Opera Workshop at Merillat Recital Hall on Culver-Stockton Col-

lege campus, 1 College Hill, Canton. 

SundAY, MAY 7
3 p.m.: Opera Workshop at Merillat Recital Hall on Culver-Stockton College 

ContinueS on 32
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Choosing a care facility for your 
loved one’s “home away from home” 
is a difficult decision. 

Luther Manor’s goal is to fulfill 
not only each resident’s physical, 
mental, and emotional needs, but 
social and spiritual as well.

•  24-hour Licensed Nursing Staff
•  In-house Physical Therapy
•  Contract with Licensed Physical, 

Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  In-house Podiatry, Optometry, Lab 

& X-Ray

Luther Manor
Retirement & Nursing Center

Call TODAY to see how we can bring peace of mind.
3170 Hwy 61  Hannibal, MO

573-221-5533    
www.luthermanorhannibal.com

campus, 1 College Hill, Canton. 

MondAY, MAY 8
1 p.m.: Beginning Bridge class at Hannibal Public Library, 200 S. Fifth St., 

Hannibal.

4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W Ross St., 

Palmyra. 

7 p.m.: Robinson Lecture of Religion at Merillat Recital Hall on Culver-

Stockton College campus, 1 College Hill, Canton. Lecture by Catherine 

Keller.

TuesdAY, MAY 9
9 a.m.: PAT Playgroup at Palmyra Elementary School, 706 S. Ashland Ave., 

Palmyra.

sATurdAY, MAY 13
All day: Stamp Out Hunger in Hannibal. Families may leave bags or boxes 

of non-perishable food outside of their homes during the National Associa-

tion of Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger drive. Mail carriers will collect 

the donations on behalf of the Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri. 

All items collected will be donated to the Food Bank’s partner agencies in 

Ralls and Marion counties, including Salvation Army, Douglass Community 

Services, Loaves & Fishes and the Ralls County Food Pantry. 

8 a.m.: 22nd Loafers Car Show in downtown Hannibal, Main and North 

streets. Registration is 8 a.m. to noon. A Friday night BBQ and cruise will 

take place May 12 for preregistered cars at Quality Inn. Social will be 6 to 9 

p.m. Serving will be at 6 p.m.

9:30 a.m.: Graduation at Culver-Stockton College, 1 College Hill, Canton. 

7 p.m.: Lindsey Parrish Show And Dance at Halls Hall, 220 S. Main St. 

ConTinues FroM 31
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May 20

For kids toddler to age 12
FREE helmet & t-shirt for first 300 kids. Safety info & fun for the whole family!

Hannibal Clinic Health Services presents

11am - 1pm
Hannibal Clinic 

Parking Lot

Palmyra. Cost is $8. Lindsey Parrish Country and bluegrass show. Reser-

vations by 4 p.m. show days by calling 214-226-2548. Home-cooked food 

available.

MondAY, MAY 15
4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra. 

TuesdAY, MAY 16
9 a.m.: PAT Playgroup at Palmyra Elementary School, 706 S. Ashland Ave., 

Palmyra.

WednesdAY, MAY 17
6:30 p.m.: Mark Twain Postcard Club at Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main 

St., Hannibal. Free. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. 

FridAY, MAY 19
5 p.m.: Down by the River at Y-Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street, Hannibal. Live 

music sponsored by the Y-Men’s Club, benefits the Hannibal YMCA.

MondAY, MAY 22
4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra. 

TuesdAY, MAY 23
9 a.m.: PAT Playgroup at Palmyra Elementary School, 706 S. Ashland Ave., 

Palmyra.

sATurdAY, MAY 27
All day: Twain on Main on Main Street in Hannibal. A festival celebrating 

Hannibal’s beloved author, full of fun, arts, crafts and great food. Go to 

twainonmain.com or call 573-470-3492.

7 p.m.: Memorial Lantern Float on the Mississippi River, sponsored by 

ConTinues on 34
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MONTH     local eventsMAY      local events

Call now to book your 2017 Event
(Wedding, Reunion, Meeting, Baby Shower and More)
Pool party package includes access to our indoor pool 
as well as the Coral Room that seats up to 40 people 

for up to 5 hours.

Contact the banquet/office manager at
573-221-4000  

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday–Friday.

liz.propst@qualityinnhannibal.com
120 Lindsey Dr.  • Hwy 36 • Hannibal , MO

Plan Your Next Event 
With Us.

James O’Donnell Funeral Home. Meet between 7 and 7:45 p.m. at Nipper 

Park on the Hannibal riverfront to decorate lanterns. A brief ceremony will 

take place at 8 as lanterns are released into the river. Reserve a lantern by 

calling 573-221-8188.

SundAY, MAY 28
All day: Twain on Main on Main Street in Hannibal. 

MondAY, MAY 29
8:15 a.m.: Memorial Day Ride in memory of Charlotte Goldinger at James 

E. Cary Cancer Center, 5985 Hospital Drive, Hannibal. Cost $10 per person 

and donations are welcome. The ride starts at the Cancer Center in Han-

nibal. There is an 8:15 a.m. tribute and group photo. Departure is 8:30 a.m., 

rain or shine. Parking is available at the Cancer Clinic parking lot. This rec-

reational ride for riders of all ages and ability levels. It features organized 

rest stops, SAG service and a social afterward at Fiddlesticks, 8945 U,S, 36, 

Hannibal. Distance options are 21, 32 or 50 miles. Helmets are required. 

All funds from this ride will benefit the Cancer Center in Hannibal. Contact 

Cathy Whitley at clwhitley55@gmail.com.

4:30 p.m.: TOPS meeting at Palmyra Nutrition Center, 219 W. Ross St., 

Palmyra.
 
 
ThurSdAY, June 1

 6:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Han-

nibal.

FridAY, June 2
4 p.m.: Relay For Life of Marion County in downtown Hannibal. Relay will 

take place 4 p.m. to midnight with the theme “Cruising Through The De-

cades.” Team booths on Main Street will be decorated in their decade from 

the 20th century and offer food, games and commemorative items. Call 

217-740-1496 or visit relayforlife.org/marioncomo.

6:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Han-

nibal.

SATurdAY June 3
All day: New London Park Days in New London. Daylong festival includes 

Miss New London Pagaent, 5K race, cornhole tournament and a wine and 

beer festival. Visit newlondonparkdays.org.

1 p.m.: “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Hannibal.

ConTinueS FroM 33
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Open 7 Days a Week All Year Round
www.mississippi-marketplace.com

MISSISSIPPI
MARKETPLACE

Main Street’s  
General Store

The Perfect Sauce for Any BBQ!
Smokin’ Hermit, Fat Bastard & Sticky Pig brands

Downtown Hannibal

217 N. Main
573.603.1063

Visit us on
Facebook

MADE IN MISSOURI
From Local Farms to Your Table

WednesdAY, June 7

6:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Han-

nibal.

ThursdAY, June 8
6:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Han-

nibal.

FridAY, June 9
6:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Han-

nibal.

sATurdAY, June 10
6:30 p.m. “The Boys in Autumn” at Bluff City Theater, 212 Broadway, Han-

nibal.

WednesdAY, June 14
5 p.m.: Shoeless Joe’s Golf Classic at Norwoods Golf Club, 52651 Norwoods 

Place, Hannibal. Hannibal Regional Foundation and Missouri Sports Hall of 

Fame will hold the eighth annual Shoeless Joe’s Golf Classic. Golf teams will 

play with a Missouri Sports Hall of Fame celebrity. Proceeds benefit the foun-

dation’s Cherish Campaign. To register a team, contact Hannibal Regional 

Foundation at 573-629-3577, or visit hrhf.org.

FridAY, June 16
5 p.m.: Disc jockey performs at Y-Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street, Hannibal. Cost 

$5. Two food trucks from St. Louis will provide refreshments. Seating is lim-

ited; lawn chairs are welcome.

sATurdAY, June 17
8 a.m.: Lone Wolf Bike Show at Y-Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street, Hannibal. Cost 

$10 in advance, $15 day of event. Judging starts at noon. Awards will be given 

to first, second and third place. Classes are trikes, custom, bagger, cruiser 

and sport bike. Speciality trophies will be given for people’s choice, Tom and 

Becky’s choice, furthest traveled and ugliest bike. For more information, 

contact Cindy Benjamin at 573-795-6335 or cindy.benjamin@yahoo.com.

sATurdAY, June 24
All day: Cardboard Boat Races at Hannibal Aquatic Center, 1700 Pleasant St., 

Hannibal.

FridAY JulY 21
5 p.m.: Raised on Radio plays at Y-Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street, Hannibal. Cost 

$5. Band will play classic and party rock.

FridAY, AugusT 18
5 p.m.: Eleven performs at Y-Men’s Pavilion, Hill Street, Hannibal. Cost $5. 

The group plays ’70s and ’80s rock. n 
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THE GIFT OF LIFE

HICK FINN8

I 
was always told to “grow old gracefully.” I never 

really understood that snippet of wisdom. I guess 

the first issue I had was simply the “growing old” 

part. What exactly is the definition of old? I am not 

quite certain. When I was 18 years old, 35 years old 

seemed like a lifetime away.

When I was young I had a neighborhood with many won-

derful elderly folks. I enjoyed visiting with them. Although 

they always took time out for me, they seemed a little cranky. I 

know now why they were cranky — they didn’t wish to be old. 

Now, I am cranky.

I still get around great and I am viewed as old by some 

standards and middle-aged by others. I guess it depends on 

the age of the person critiquing me. There is a line someplace 

that seems to be blurred so you never are sure when you cross 

from middle-aged into old age. The guys at work consider me 

old since I have been employed there forever and a day. I am 

still uncertain where that time went.

I guess the biggest pill to swallow is the disagreement 

between my brain and my body. My brain thinks I am much 

younger than I am. When I look into a mirror it becomes more 

like a reality check, and I find some old guy staring back at 

me. At first I thought it to be some kind of demonic posses-

sion until I did the math on my birth year subtracted from the 

current date. I guess that is about what I should expect to see 

looking back at me.

While old man time continues creeping up on me like a 

bullet, I look at my wife and wonder how she holds up so well. 

There are days when I swear she must be growing younger. 

When I see my mother-in-law I soon understand that my wife 

inherited great genetics. My wife tells me, “60 is the new 40!” 

That must apply only to women. Somedays for me, “56 appears 

to be the new 80.”

I guess the secret to life is making it to the finish line while 

enjoying every minute of it along the way. I like to go and 

do things. I like to be a part of the world around me. There 

doesn’t seem to be a lot of surplus time. I like to live right, be 

honest, respect others and obey the laws of the land. I don’t 

want to live life constantly watching over my shoulder. I think 

life with daily neck fatigue would be unwarranted. 

Life is a gift that slips past if you don’t pay attention. You 

need to learn to live. I think we all do. Don’t look back from 

your senior years with regrets. My advice is to do what you 

can, as soon as you can.

Upon reflection, I have a bit of sage advice to the question of 

aging. “How do I know when I am getting old?” I think if you 

open your medicine cabinet, the answer will reveal itself. Live 

well, my friends. n
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