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Expanding
                        TO CONTINUE 
GUIDING YOU TO...BETTER.

You have relied on Hannibal Regional for quality healthcare for over 110 years. Our expansion 
will help us meet the future healthcare needs of our region, because we care about the health 
of our community. We will continue to provide exceptional care, right here at home. 

Why go anywhere else?

6000 Hospital Drive  |  Hannibal, MO  |  573-248-1300  |  hannibalregional.org
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F
all has surely enveloped us, bringing its customary 

chill and brisk winds. The foliage has managed to 

cling to the trees quite a bit longer than usual, but 

it is changing and will soon be gone. 

It’s one of my favorite times of year, marking the 

end of the harvest and is a time for celebration of 

the year’s bounty with which God has blessed us. 

In that spirit, it also is a time for contemplation and yes, of giving 

thanks. 

As we approach the holiday that marks one 

of the oldest American traditions, I know that 

I certainly have much to be thankful for. 

First among my blessings would be, of 

course, my wonderful wife, Pat. She gives me 

a reason to smile everyday and reminds me 

of all that is good in the world. 

I’m thankful also for you, our readers. 

Month after month, you’ve faithfully picked 

up our magazine and given us invaluable feedback. Your dedication 

to this publication makes our mission incredibly fulfilling. 

My thanks also extend to our advertisers. Their loyalty, too, is 

admirable, and without their support, we wouldn’t be able to offer 

you this publication every month.  

And to all those who have in the past and continue to submit 

events, thank you. You certainly are key to this magazine’s success, 

providing news of events and activities throughout the region for 

our readers.

In declaring the fourth Thursday in November 1863 to be a na-

tional day of Thanksgiving, Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation noted 

many blessings to be found, despite the Civil War that ravaged the 

nation. His words are worth remembering: 

“No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand 

worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the 

Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, 

hath nevertheless remembered mercy.”

Let us recall that mercy and give thanks.  

Ron Wallace
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Saturday, Nov. 25, in downtown Hannibal

Hannibal comes together to celebrate famous author

Happy Birthday
MARK TWAIN

T
he Mark Twain Mu-

seum is celebrat-

ing Mark Twain’s 

182nd birthday 

with an old-fash-

ioned birthday 

party for children, 

a mustache com-

petition, masquerade mask exhibit and contest 

— and the official lighting of the Boyhood Home 

Christmas tree with music, Mark Twain and 

Tom and Becky.

All are invited to join in the festivities Satur-

day, Nov. 25, for a day full of fun and merriment.

KIDS INVITED
Activities kick off at 1 p.m. 

with Twain’s Birthday Party for 

Children. Tom and Becky will 

be on hand to celebrate with old-

fashioned games, crafts, story-

telling and cupcakes. The party 

will be on the main floor of the 

Museum Gallery at 120 N. Main. 

The event is free for children, 

who must be accompanied by an 

adult.

LIGHT THE TREE
The party continues outside 

Mark Twain’s Boyhood Home 

on Hill Street with the lighting 

of the official Christmas tree 

and Boyhood Home Gardens. 

Join Mark Twain, Tom and 

Becky, beginning at 5 p.m., 

for music and entertainment, 

and join in the caroling as the 

grounds are illuminated for 

Christmas at dusk.
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A 60 minute 
interactive game 
for 2-8 people. 
Perfect for kids 
7+ and adults of 
all ages. Choose 
Area 51 or The 
Christmas Blizzard!

Make reservations in advance at
    www.mississippimindtrap.com

or by calling 573-221-3087
518 Broadway 
5 Blocks West of Historic
Downtown Hannibal 

TICKETS: $20 EACH + tax 

10% DISCOUNT FOR GROUPS OF 8

Mississippi Mind Trap Escape Room 

THE CHRISTMAS BLIZZARD
Introduces:

HOw’s tHE ‘stacHE?’
Think you have the perfect mustache? Then enter your 

’stache in the museum’s third annual Mustache Competi-

tion, which will take place at 3 p.m. in the Museum Gallery. 

A $5 entry fee and registration per category is required, 

and prizes will be awarded to the winners of each category.

Competitive categories are the following:  

• The Dapper ’Stache, which is full of character and 

artistic impression. If your stache is creative and full 

of originality, then this is the category for you. Styling 

aids are acceptable and encouraged, including the use of 

mustache /hair wax, hair spray, hair lacquer, hair gel and 

styling foam.

• The Manliest ’Stache, which represents the most im-

pressive of the mustaches; it will be selected by a panel of 

judges.

• The Mark Twain ’Stache, which is the mustache that 

bears a striking resemblance to Samuel Clemens’ famous 

witty mustache, commonly referred to as the Walrus. It is 

bushy, and full, drooping over the mouth and extending 

downward at each corner.

BEHiNd tHE Mask
Artists young and old are invited to enter the Museum’s 

Masquerade Mask Contest using a paper-mache mask and 

transforming it into an original piece of art. Any medium 

is allowed. The masks come complete with string to hang 

in the auditorium on exhibit prior to the Birthday Bash 

Celebration.

Masks will be available at the museum office start-

ing Nov. 6, or you can provide your own. All entries must 

be turned into the office, 120 N. Main St., by Nov. 17 and 

will be on exhibit Nov. 18 through Nov. 25. Visitors to the 

museum may vote on their favorite, and the winners of the 

People’s Choice and a Judge’s Choice will be announced at 

4 p.m. during the Birthday Bash Celebration. Prizes will be 

awarded to the winners in both categories.

For more information on the festivities for 
Mark twain’s annual Birthday Bash, contact 
Melissa at 573-221-9010, ext. 404. n
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Susie Wall returns to Bluff City Theater in the March 2018 production of “Becoming Dr. Ruth,” a funny and poignant look at the life of 
America’s most-celebrated “sex therapist.” | Photo by New Jewish Theater

Back at Bluff
Theater begins fourth season with central theme of faith

“The Sunset Limited” • “Becoming Dr. Ruth” • “My Name is Asher Lev” • 
“Trees Die Standing Tall” • “The Cotton Patch Gospel”
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F
aith is the central theme of Bluff City Theater’s 

fourth full season that begins in February 2018.

BCT Executive Director Joe Anderson said that 

he chose the theme of faith because there is a rich 

selection of theatrical material that explores the 

concept in a variety of ways. In announcing the 2018 season, he 

stressed that while religion plays a central role in many people’s 

tenet of faith, it is not the only thing that sustains us. Conse-

quently, the season’s offerings explore both religious and secular 

themes.  

“I don’t want audiences to confuse the theme of faith with 

religion,” Anderson said. “Those who have followed our work will 

know that we want to engage our audiences in a dialogue. The 

time just seemed right to explore this theme in 2018. We succeed 

best when you’re still thinking about something you saw days 

earlier, so while most of the plays do touch on religion in some 

way, they are all very entertaining and thought-provoking at the 

same time.”

Next season’s shows are:

“The Sunset Limited”
By Cormac McCarthy

Feb. 15 to 24

Black is a former convict who became an evangelical Christian 

in prison. White is a university professor and an atheist. One 

morning, White decides to end his life by jumping in front of a 

train — the Sunset Limited. Black, in the right (or wrong) place 

at the right time, saves his life. Feeling responsible for him, Black 

takes White back to his tenement in Harlem, where the men 

engage in a spirited discussion about life, religion and the rights 

of man. Best known for his novel “No Place for Old Men” which 

became an Academy Award-winning film, Cormac McCarthy is 

one of America’s most prolific and significant authors. “The Sunset 

Limited” was adapted into an HBO film starring Tommy Lee 

Jones and Samuel L. Jackson.

Directed by Alex Freeman.

“Becoming Dr. Ruth”
By Mark St. Germain 

March 22 to 31

While everyone knows Dr. Ruth Westheimer, the famous sex 

therapist, few know her full story. From fleeing the Nazis as part 

of the Kindertransport and joining the Haganah in Israel as a 

sniper, to coming to America as a single mother, “Becoming Dr. 

Ruth” is a story of struggle, honesty and faith in oneself. Bluff 

City Theater audiences will know Mark St. Germain as the author 

of 2016’s breakaway hit “Best of Enemies.” This production stars 

Susie Wall, last seen at Bluff City Theater as Alice B. Toklas in 

“Gertrude Stein and a Companion” in a role she made her own at 

the New Jewish Theater in St. Louis.

“My Name is Asher Lev”
By Aaron Posner, adapted from the novel by Chaim Potok

May 31 to June 9

Set in the 1950s, this is the story of a young Jewish painter torn 

between his Hassidic upbringing and his desperate need to fulfill 

his artistic promise. When his artistic genius threatens to destroy 

his relationship with his parents and community, young Asher 

realizes he must make a difficult choice between art and faith. 

This adaptation of a modern classic presents a heartbreaking and 

triumphant vision of what it means to be an artist.

Directed by Jennifer Stewart.

“Trees Die Standing Tall”
By Alejandro Casona, American premiere, adapted from 

the Spanish by Lia Beeson

June 28 to July 7

A comedy in three acts, this is the story of one woman’s faith 

in her grandson, even while facing the undeniable. Alejandro 

Casona was a Spanish-Argentinian playwright, considered one of 

the major talents of his era. This production was originally staged 

by BCT’s sister theater, Talk is Free Theater in Barrie, Ontario, 

Canada. While playing, in many ways, like a traditional British 

farce, “Trees Die Standing Tall” is a clever and funny narrative 

that belies its structure to explore themes and ideas that will stay 

with you long after you leave the theater.

Directed by Sydnie Grosberg Ronga.

“The Cotton Patch Gospel”
By Tom Key and Russell Treyz, music by Harry Chapin, 

based on “The Cotton Patch Version of Matthew and John” 

by Clarence Jordan

July 26 to Aug. 4

This “Greatest Story Ever Retold” is set in rural Georgia and 

features country music songs, the final and perhaps best work 

of Harry Chapin. As “Gospel” begins, they sing that “Somethin’s 

a-brewin’ in Gainesville.” Herod is the mayor of Atlanta and, 

inevitably, Christ is lynched by local thugs only to rise again. This 

is a spirited and rocking musical production featuring a bluegrass 

orchestra and supported by the BCT Young Company. “The Cotton 

Patch Gospel” will be performed environmentally.

Directed by Alan Knoll.

Ticket information

Season subscriptions for 2018 are available for sale now at 

eventshannibal.com by searching 2018 Subscriptions. Regularly 

priced at $115 for all five productions, early bird subscribers can 

lock in the discounted price of $99 until Dec. 1.

Subscriptions also may be purchased by calling 573-719-3226 

between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  n
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Getting a boost
Tickets on sale for HLGU banquet featuring Steve Spurrier

Nov. 16 • 7 p.m.
Hannibal-LaGrange University, 2800 Palmyra Road

T
ickets are on sale for Hannibal-LaGrange Uni-

versity’s 76th Annual Booster Banquet, which 

will feature former football coach Steve Spurrier 

as keynote speaker. The banquet will be 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 16. 

Spurrier is well known for his lengthy and successful career 

in football. He served as head coach for three college and two 

professional teams and also was an exceptional college football 

player before spending nearly a decade playing professionally in 

the NFL.

Ticket prices are as follows.

• $75: General admission, includes banquet admission.

• $200: Executive admission, includes reserved parking, ad-

mission to a private reception with Spurrier from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 16, and reserved seat at the banquet. Attendees 

of the private reception will be able to meet Spurrier and have a 

photo taken with him.  
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MAPLE LAWN
A great place to live, a great place to work

Visit us at maplelawnnursinghome.net

1410 W Line Street Palmyra, MO 63461
573.769.2213

Learn more about our
Home Away From Home 

Spurrier

• $1,500: Sponsor a round table, includes eight executive 

tickets.

The number of executive tickets is limited, and they may 

be purchased with a credit card by calling 573-629-3124.

Growing up in Tennessee as the son of a Presbyterian 

pastor, Spurrier was a multisport all-state athlete in high 

school. A graduate of the University of Florida, he served as 

the Gators’ starting quarterback for three seasons and won 

the Heisman Trophy in 1966. He was later inducted into the 

College Football Hall of fame as a player in 1986.

In 1967, Spurrier was a first round 

pick by the San Francisco 49ers in the 

NFL draft. He went on to play for the 

49ers as a backup quarterback and 

punter until 1976, when he was traded 

to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers as the 

starting quarterback for their inaugu-

ral season.

Spurrier became the youngest head 

coach in professional football when he accepted the posi-

tion with the USFL Tampa Bay Bandits in 1983. 

In 1987, he began coaching the Duke University Blue 

Devils. Spurrier went on to lead them to the conference 

championship in 1989.

Spurrier then began his tenure as head coach at his alma 

mater and led the Florida Gators to unprecedented success. 

He led the team to six SEC championships and a national 

championship. In 1996, Spurrier became the first Heisman 

Trophy winner to coach a Heisman Trophy winner when 

Florida quarterback Danny Wuerffel won the award.

After the 2001 season, Spurrier left Florida to coach the 

Washington Redskins for two years before returning to 

college football in 2005 as the head coach for the South 

Carolina Gamecocks. 

In 2015, Spurrier resigned as coach of the Gamecocks 

and retired as the winningest coach in both Florida and 

South Carolina history. He has the second most coaching 

wins in the history of the SEC and in 2017 was inducted 

into the College Football Hall of Fame as a coach, one of 

only four members to be inducted as both a player and a 

coach. 

Spurrier now serves as an ambassador and consultant 

for the University of Florida’s athletic department.

Spurrier is author of “Head Ball Coach: My Life in Foot-

ball.”

More information is available by calling  573-629-3126 

or sending an email to lauren.youse@hlg.edu. n
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F
or two decades, the first Saturday of November 

has seen motorcyclists from around the Tri-State 

area gather and ride together to support the chil-

dren at Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch.

This year’s ride will be Saturday, Nov. 4.

The effort began two decades ago as the dream of the late 

Johnny Watt, a man who loved motorcycles and children. Ini-

tially a small event, it has grown to include many groups, clubs, 

people and organizations. Participants feel Watt would be proud 

of the event, which takes place in the Clarence, Mo., area. Watt’s 

vision was to provide money for the children and their house 

families to have a little extra at Christmas and enjoy the holiday 

season.

Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch is a safe haven for abused, 

neglected and at-risk children. It receives no government money; 

its funding comes entirely from churches and individual gifts.

Riders will meet at 9 a.m., with those from the east meeting 

at Ayerco/Rocket Truck Stop, 7233 Route MM, Palmyra. Riders 

from the west will meet at Trustee’s Cycle Shop, 1402 Route JJ, 

Moberly.

Registration will be $10 per rider or car, and proceeds will be 

donated to the ranch. A commemoration patch will be available 

for $5.

Riders will meet at Casey’s and, led by Santa Claus, will ride to 

the ranch, where families will line the drive to watch the motor-

cycles roar in.

More information about the ride is available by calling or tex-

ting 573-406-4909 or 573-795-6335.

More information about Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch is 

available at shilohranch.org. n

Ride for 
children’s 
ranch
Motorcyclists come together  
Nov. 4 for 20th annual event
Nov. 4 • 9 a.m.
7233 Route MM, Palmyra  
1402 Route JJ, Moberly
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Victorian Festival of Christmas
Downtown Hannibal gears up for month-long holiday celebration

T
he Historic Hannibal Marketing Council again 

will present the Victorian Festival of Christmas, 

a month-long celebration that will kick off Sat-

urday, Nov. 25, and run through Christmas Eve, 

Sunday, Dec. 24.

Now in its fourth year, the festival celebrates the magic and 

wonder of Christmas in cozy, decorated, family-owned shops and 

restaurants. The sounds of carolers strolling the streets, bells 

from a horse-drawn wagon ride and warm greetings will take 

you back in time to an authentic and genuine Christmas.

Here is a preview of what you can expect throughout the 2017 

Victorian Festival of Christmas:

• Pictures with Santa Claus

• Holiday horse-and-wagon rides

• Magical holiday decorations throughout downtown

• A children’s stocking-decorating contest

• House decorating contest.

Events
Here is a sampling of events planned for Victorial Festi-

val of Christmas:

• Saturday, Nov. 25: Small Business Saturday and 

Christmas tree-lighting ceremony

• Saturday, Dec. 2: Jaycees Christmas parade and Han-

nibal elementary School carolers

• Saturday, Dec. 9: Living Windows displays 

throughout downtown, Babes in Toyland pa-

rade and Polar Express.

• Saturday, Dec. 16: Holiday open house 

and holiday historic homes tour

• Saturday, Dec. 23: Hat parade

Updates and more information 

about various events and locations 

are available at HistoricHannibal-

MO.com/christmas.

Look for more information 
about the Victorian Festival 
of Christmas in the December 
edition of Hannibal Magazine. n

Nov. 25 to Dec. 24
Downtown Hannibal
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Victorian Festival of Christmas

Call now to book your 2017 Event
(Wedding, Reunion, Meeting, Baby Shower and More)

Pool party package includes access to our indoor pool as well as the 
Coral Room that seats up to 40 people for up to 5 hours.

Our Lobby Bar is Open to the Public. Happy Hour 5-7pm
Now Serving Bar Food!

Contact the banquet/office manager at
573-221-4000  

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday–Friday.

liz.propst@qualityinnhannibal.com
120 Lindsey Dr.  • Hwy 36 • Hannibal , MO

Plan Your Next Event 
With Us.
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Candlelight Memorial
Remembering those we love.

Free to everyone

Sunday, December 3, 2017
2:00 p.m.

302 South 5th Street in Hannibal
Call 221-8188 to RSVP

www.jamesodonnellfuneralhome.com

A
lliance Art Gal-

lery’s Novem-

ber guest artist 

Terry Britton 

says, “I am not 

conventional.” 

She never abided by how-to-do-

portrait art books. 

“I may paint the eye first. Then 

the brow. No face yet,” she said, “I 

love doing eyes.”

Her bold commissioned acrylic 

portraits, with a hint of modern-

ists such as Picasso, carry such a 

sense of personality that one feels 

welcomed into their world. She 

works from family photos, some-

times including family pets, in 

her studio in Quincy, Ill. She asks 

each client to talk about what 

makes them tick? Laugh? Excite 

them? Makes them unique?

For her, personality contains 

the critical element to be captured 

in the portrait. It guides her 

brush, just as much as the color 

of the eyes and the set of the chin. 

After all, each portrait tells a 

story. She wants a true story, 

revealed in the way the portrait 

will eventually unfold.

Her parents celebrated her 

“artsy” endeavors, including 

the eighth-grade portrait of a 

Cherokee chief which she still has 

— somewhere. Her grown twin 

daughters carry on the tradition, 

showering her with unconven-

tional made-by-hand cards for 

every conceivable occasion. After 

all, they grew up in a household 

where all the neighborhood chil-

dren showed up with pre-Hallow-

een orange pumpkins. 

“I was born creative,” Britton 

explains. “I did artsy stuff all my 

life.” So when she retired, she al-

lowed freeform creativity to flow, 

and eventually came up with a 

type of portraiture that satisfied 

her.

She and her husband Roberto 

Stellino, part owner of Tiramisu 

restaurant, sit across from each 

other in the studio — she at the 

easel, he at his desk working on 

his business computer.  

“My husband,” Terry admits, 

“has been my favorite person to 

draw since we met 30 years ago.”

She adds, “He is brutally hon-

est.” If the personality hasn’t 

emerged, he will comment, “It’s 

When creativity goes bold
|	 By	Bella	Erakko
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just not right yet.” In the begin-

ning years, this happened often. 

She’d ferret out the problem, 

white out the canvas, and start 

afresh.

But today, that rarely happens. 

Her inner eye seeks and finds that 

underlying personality, and she 

hones in on that in every aspect of 

the ensuing portrait.

She never has advertised or 

promoted herself. But when 

her loft got too full of canvases, 

she moved all the paintings to 

Tiramisu. 

“Everything was for sale,” she 

laughed. “I had my own gallery.” 

The rest, as is often said, is 

history. People loved her work and 

asked for commissioned portraits.

Her mischievous streak shows 

up on Facebook.  As the painting 

barely begins to emerge, she posts 

painted clues — chin, angle of 

shoulder, nose. Her followers try 

to guess. As she progresses, she 

uploads the eye, mouth, cheek. 

After all, art lovers create a 

tight-knit community in Quincy. 

Perhaps the three cats will be the 

giveaway or eyeglasses.

Through vibrant color, a touch 

of abstraction, and a belief that 

personality underlies all portrai-

ture, Terry Britton has created a 

unique body of art highly prized 

by those who have encountered it.

 

Stumbling upon jewelry

Our featured member artist 

Mary Jae explored many creative 

art forms over the years but noth-

ing really excited her until she 

stumbled upon jewelry  

making. She saw a particular 

necklace she liked, wondered 

if she could make it, and after 

many errors and clumsy-looking 

attempts, finally got a wearable 

necklace — and she was off and 

running. Friends, often so enam-

ored by the necklaces she wore, 

begged to buy them right off 

her neck. Soon she found herself 

creating pieces for sale, and as 

she neared retirement as a special 

ed teacher, she was invited to join 

the Alliance Art Gallery in 2007.

Jae allows herself to be tugged 

into any direction that attracts 

her. Beginning with stones and 

beads, she has moved through 

a nuts-and-bolts phase (liter-

ally) creating necklaces made of 

hardware and zippers, to using 

the tiniest seed beads to create 

incredibly complex designs such 

as peyote-stitch bracelets.

She abhors errors. 

“It drives me nuts,” she admits, 

although no one else likely would 

notice. “I take it apart. I see it im-

mediately and I think everybody 

else will see it too.” 

In fact, it would be like trying 

to find a speck of salt in a pepper 

shaker.

Today she finds herself drawn 

to making beaded crochet-like 

scarves. Needing no clasp, they 

drape around the neck creating a 

soft, attractive and unique type 

of jewelry.

She rarely repeats a piece, how-

ever. If she likes a particular style 

of necklace, she may make it sev-

eral times using different colors. 

Right now, she favors geometric 

patterns and strong colors.

“Jewelry sets the tone for the 

outfit and the mood of the wear-

er,” Jae believes.  “It can dress 

up or dress down any style you 

choose.  It depends on the drama 

you want from your piece.” 

An opening reception will be 

held from 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 

Nov. 11. A piece of Mary Jae’s jew-

elry will be given away in a free 

drawing at 6 p.m. The reception 

coincides with Hannibal’s Second 

Saturday Gallery Night. n

Art by Alliance Art Gallery’s November guest artist Terry Britton is 
displayed  | Photo submitted by Alliance Art Gallery

When creativity goes bold

A scarf by Mary Jae is displayed. 
Photo submitted by Alliance Art 
Gallery



16    NOVEMBER 2017    Hannibal Magazine

Chef opens Italian restau

A
ntonio Elezi is driven by passion — passion for 

good, authentic food, passion for service and 

passion for a business where customers leave sat-

isfied. That drive led him to open the restaurant 

Viva Italia, 211 Munger Lane in September.

Elezi and his family moved to the U.S. from Venice, Italy, 12 years 

ago and opened the first Viva Italia restaurant in Kirksville, Mo. 

The family wanted to expand business, and it was a customer who 

recommended they expand to Hannibal.

“We are so proud of our food that we wanted to be the first to offer 

it in Hannibal,” Elezi said. “The food is made with our great-grand-

parents’ recipes, and each dish is made from scratch. We also pride 

ourselves on our food being affordable.”

Elezi purchased the former Game On restaurant building, moved 

to Hannibal and began to prepare Viva Italia for opening. He is the 

restaurant’s owner and head chef.

“I grew up in a family that loves to cook. That led to me loving to 

cook, and my biggest satisfaction is seeing people enjoy my food,” 

|	 By	Ashley	Szatala
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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

mdc.mo.gov

Stay in touch with 
nature happenings.

To receive emails or texts, sign up at
mdc.mo.gov/govdelivery

Antonio Elezi talks with a customer at Viva Italia.  
Photo by Ashley Szatala

Chef opens Italian restaurant 
Elezi said. “I want everyone to be able to try my food. Every once 

and a while someone will say they can’t afford it for one reason or 

another. In that case, I’ve given them a gift card. As long as they like 

the food, then it’s worth it. Doing that isn’t going to break my back.”

Viva Italia serves pasta, seafood, pizza, salads, sandwiches and 

more. Elezi also is working on installing a full bar. There are live mu-

sical performances on weekends and an outdoor patio. Elezi hopes to 

install an outdoor volleyball court, as well.

“Running a restaurant takes a lot of energy and passion, and I’m 

so proud of the crew here for all of the hard work they do,” he said. 

“The customers have been so welcoming, too.”

Elezi added he has enjoyed living in Hannibal, and would like to 

invest in the community.

“We are proud to live in the U.S., but we are also loyal to our back-

ground,” he said. “I am so proud to share fine Italian food with this 

community and happy to be here.”

More information about the restaurant, including its hours of 

operation, may be found at its Facebook page, Viva Italia Restaurant-

Hannibal Mo, or by calling 573-719-3930. n
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H
annibal 

Regional 

Auxiliary 

hosted the 

fourth annual 

Glitz Gala Jewelry Auction at 

the Hannibal Arts Council on 

Oct. 5. The Glitz Gala, officially 

sponsored by the Century 21 

Broughton team, raised $13,000 

to support Hannibal Regional 

Auxiliary.

Jim Quinlin of Quinlin Auc-

tion Services led the live auction, 

and the emcee for the evening 

was Rajah Maples from KHQA. 

Guests were treated to appetiz-

ers from Fiddlestiks, wine from 

the Hannibal County Market 

and music by Michael Gaines. 

Pictured from left are Hannibal Regional Auxiliary Vice President Lydia Ahrens, Gary and Barbara Broughton of Century 21 Broughton Team and Alicia 
Rollins, director the auxiliary’s Guest and Volunteer Services. Century 21 Broughton Team was the official sponsor of the Glitz Gala Jewelry Auction. 
Photo submitted by Hannibal Regional

Hannibal Regional Auxiliary hosts fourth 
annual Glitz Gala Jewelry Auction
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Attendees bid on 55 exquisite jewelry pieces, which were donated by 

various community members and a three-piece designer collection 

compliments of Ava Goldworks.

Guests were also entered into a raffle to win one of seven differ-

ent prizes. The raffle prizes were a Kate Spade purse, a Michael Kors 

purse, an Eagle Creek suitcase, sunglasses from the HRMG Vision 

Institute, a gift card for a pedicure at the Powder Room and a photo 

session at Photos To Remember.

“The auxiliary’s accomplishments are a reflection of teamwork, 

and the community’s generosity and support is essential to our suc-

cess,” said Alicia Rollins, director of Guest and Volunteer Services.  

“The community’s continued participation is what enables us to 

continue enriching lives and making our community better.”

Proceeds from the Glitz Gala will continue to help the auxiliary 

fulfill its pledge to the linear accelerator portion of Hannibal Region-

al Foundation’s Believe Campaign. This equipment has brought new 

technologies to the community and offers state-of-the-art cancer 

treatments and procedures at the James E. Cary Cancer Center.

Hannibal Regional Auxiliary was formed in 1993 to help patients, 

families and visitors in a variety of ways and contribute to the com-

Tmunity. Today, with more than 260 members, the auxiliary donates 

about 25,000 hours of service each year. The auxiliary provides ser-

vice in several areas including Judy’s Boutique Gift Shop, James E. 

Cary Cancer Center, Caring Cup coffee bar, reception desk, waiting 

rooms and more.

For more information contact Alicia Rollins at 573-248-5272 or 

visit hrhonline.org. n

“The auxiliary’s accomplishments 
are a reflection of teamwork, and the 
community’s generosity and support is 
essential to our success. The community’s 
continued participation is what enables us 
to continue enriching lives and making our 
community better. ”

 Alicia Rollins
director of Guest and Volunteer Services
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SORE THROAT, FEVER  
OR THE FLU?
Express Care is here for you.
Express Care at Walmart offers affordable, 
convenient medical care, when you need it 
with no appointment necessary!

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
Closed Thanksgiving Day

3650 Stardust Drive, Hannibal, MO
(inside Walmart)
hannibalregional.org

For more information call

573-231-0660

K
ids in Motion 

and Teens in 

Motion will 

host a music 

trivia night 

from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 

18, at the Knights of Columbus 

Hall in Hannibal.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., 

and the event will start at 7 p.m. 

Cost is $100 per table of eight 

people, with no more than eight 

people permitted on a team, and 

a single payment per team.

Reservations will be confirmed 

when payment is received. There 

is a limited number of tables, 

so early registration is recom-

mended.

The competition will include 

the playing of audio clips to test 

knowledge of songs, artists and 

missing lyrics. Popcorn and soda 

will be available for purchase, 

and teams are welcome to bring 

snacks and refreshments for 

their tables. No alcoholic bever-

ages will be permitted.

Kids in Motion/Teens in Mo-

tion is under the umbrella of 

Douglass Community Services 

and is a United Way recipient.

For more information or to reg-

ister a team, call Kids in Motion 

at 573-221-3892, extension 246, or 

email kids@douglassonline.org. 

Proceeds will provide support 

for the Kids in Motion and Teens 

in Motion programs. The event 

is sponsored and supported by 

Hannibal Clinic, Prestige Realty, 

Hannibal Regional Healthcare 

System, Scottrade, Abel’s Quik 

Shops, Hannibal Jaycees, Han-

nibal Knights of Columbus and 

Douglass Community Services. n

Trivia night
Event set to raise money for Kids in Motion, Teens in Motion
Nov. 18 • 7 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall,  
1 Columbus Road
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Pleasant View 
Assisted Living

Festival of Trees
December 2nd & 3rd  

Everyone is welcome!
Come bid on your 
favorite tree and 
take it home!

Bake Sale!
Christmas Tree Tour 
& Silent Tree Auction

641 Euclid Ave. • Hannibal, MO
573-406-1090          www.bethaven.org

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

T
he Affordable Care Act remains the law of the land, 

requiring most Americans to have health insur-

ance. This year’s open enrollment is only six weeks 

long, from Nov. 1 through Dec. 15. Health coverage 

starts Jan. 1.

The Missouri Health Insurance Marketplace is available to shop 

for an affordable plan that meets your family’s needs and to see if 

you qualify for financial help. If you meet certain income rules, you 

may be able to lower your health costs through a tax credit to lower 

your monthly premium or out-of-pocket spending on health care 

services like co-pays. If you do not have health insurance, you may 

face large penalties when you file your 2017 taxes.

Families and Communities Together — F.A.C.T. — has certified 

application counselors who can help enrollees through the process 

at no charge. Call 573-221-2285 to make an appointment to discuss 

your family’s health insurance needs. Free assistance is available in 

Marion, Ralls, Pike, Lewis and Clark counties.  

If you now have insurance through the Missouri Health Insurance 

Marketplace, F.A.C.T. strongly encourages you to make an appoint-

ment to update your account information. This will ensure your tax 

credits are current and that the health insurance policy you choose 

is the best fit.  

Appointments are expected to fill quickly. n

F.A.C.T. counselors 
can help with  
enrollment
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F
or decades people in the community have depended 

on Hannibal Regional for comprehensive health care 

and specialized services.

In order to continue meeting the ever-changing 

and increasing needs of the community, Hannibal 

Regional has begun the first phase of a three-year expansion project, 

investing $61 million in the health of the region. This major expan-

sion project will allow Hannibal Regional to accommodate the grow-

ing needs of Northeast Missouri and ensure an even higher level of 

care and service.

“Our community has relied on Hannibal Regional for over 110 

years for quality local health care. We work tirelessly to make sure 

we can guide all of our patients to better, and with that we are con-

tinuously analyzing and expanding services and resources to make 

sure we are meeting the health needs of our community,” said Todd 

Ahrens, president and CEO of Hannibal Regional.

Site improvements already are underway for the relocation of 

major utility systems, additional parking lots, expansion of the re-

ceiving dock and support service areas at Hannibal Regional. Major 

construction began in October with the two-story expansion of the 

Intensive Care and Progressive Care units.  Following that will be 

a complete surgery department renovation and the addition of six 

new surgery suites including advanced medical imaging operat-

ing rooms. Further construction will include a new, four-story, 

88,000-square foot addition to Hannibal Regional Medical Group, as 

well as interior renovations to the hospital mall and new entrances 

to the hospital and medical buildings. The expansion will add over 

137,000 square feet of new construction and 50,000 square feet of 

newly renovated space to Hannibal Regional.

“While this is an exciting time for Hannibal Regional and our 

community, we know that construction on our medical campus can 

be challenging for patients and guests, which is why we will be do-

ing everything possible to minimize disruptions as we continue to 

grow,” Ahrens said.

The scheduled completion for all phases of new construction and 

renovations is 2020. n

Hannibal Regional continues 
building for better future
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Join the family tradition!
*Register by November 9 to be guaranteed a shirt

and registration increases $10 after 11/9.

Register online
quincyymca.net

1 Mile Fun Run or 5K Walk, 5K or 10K Run, or Swim

38th
ANNUAL

     THE QUINCY TRADITION
2017RUN THE RACE BEFORE YOU STUFF YOUR FACE!

THANKSGIVING • 8:00am 
Individual

Before 11/9*

$30

Family
Before 11/9*

$55
up to 4, $10 each additional

 Photo submitted by Hannibal Regional
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Nov. 11 Live Music with 

Sean Ketcham at Cave 

Hollow West Winery. 

Page 5

 

Nov. 16 Shine Event at 

Riverside Spa. Inside 

back cover

 

Nov. 18 Turkey 

Bowling at Cave Hollow 

West Winery. Page 5

 

Nov. 23 38th Annual 

Turkey Run in Quincy, 

Ill. Page 23

 

Nov. 25 Celebrate 

Small Business 

Saturday with Live 

Music by Prospect 

Road. Page 5

 

Nov. 25 Mark Twain’s 

Annual Birthday Bash 

at Mark Twain Museum 

Gallery. Page 16

 

Dec. 2 and 3 Festival 

of Trees at Beth Haven. 

Page 21

 

Dec. 3 Candlelight 

Memorial at James 

O’Donnell Funeral 

Home. Page 14



Hannibal Magazine     NOVEMBER 2017     25     

Hannibal 

Arts
HANNIBAL ARTS 
COUNCIL GALLERY

 
HAC GAllERy HOuRs
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday

 
THROuGH NOV. 5

HANNIBAl ART CluB
53rd Annual ORiGINALE Exhibit and Competition
Over 100 original pieces by 60 area artists

 

Arrival by Kelly Eddington
Barrick Gaines Best of Show Award – Professional Division

Don’t Slam My Door by Howard Kuo
LaBinnah Bistro Best of Show Award – Non-Professional Division

CONTINuEs ON 26
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LIVING YOUR LIFE HEALTHY & INDEPENDENT

HOURS: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Monday through Friday

1014 Maine St.
Quincy, IL 

NRRTS Member | Licensed in the State of Illinois | ACHC Accredited | ATP, CRTS on staff

• Wheelchairs, scooters and lifts
• Portable/permanent ramps 

• Chair/stair lifts

Call us today (217) 223-3121

• Home Oxygen Therapy     
• CPAP/BiPAP

• Medical Equipment Supplies
• Lifeline Services       

- STORE HOURS -
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday - Friday  

9 a.m. to Noon on Saturdays

Call us today (573) 231-0556

ACHC Accredited.

5 Diamond Blvd.
Hannibal

20% OFF ANY LIFT CHAIR 
PURCHASE  

in November & December
(Cash Only)

NOV. 9 tO 16
Missouri Mental Health Foundation
Director’s Creativity Showcase Traveling Show

100 pieces of art representing the areas of treatment in the mental health 
arena, including mental illness, developmental disabilities, and substance 
abuse disorder.
 
GEt READY tO SHOP
99 bucks…or less ART SALE.
Nov. 25 to Dec. 16
Art priced at $99 or less.

OPENING DAY: Saturday, November 25 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Small Busi-
ness Saturday)
2017 Featured Artists: Martha Adrian, Mary Ann Brinkley, Kim Caisse, 

Shelley Campbell, Michael Chlebanowski, Micheal Cole, Joe Conover, 
Becky Evans, Brenda Beck Fisher, Linda Gower, Dorothy Hahn, Linda 
Hinds, Brandy Hurt, Michelle Huseman, Jacob Janes, Cindy Logan, Anita 
Little, Linda Lucke, Roger McGregor, Dakota Meshko, Connie Stephens, 
John Stoeckley, Tai Taeoalii, Russell Toolate and Marghie Young.
 
Sponsored by Dr. Linda Cooke - Riverside Dermatology and Harold & 
Kathy Haycraft - Hannibal Machine, Inc

SECOND SAtURDAY GALLERY NIGHt 
FUN. FRIENDS. ART. You could even 
win some art. Enjoy Downtown 
Hannibal’s participating galleries 
on Second Saturday Gallery Night. 
Walk from gallery to gallery, stop 
for a special ice cream, chocolate or 
coffee treat, maybe even take in a 
movie or dinner afterward. 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 5 to 8 p.m.

CONtINUES FROM 25
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•	 Hannibal	Alliance	Art	Gallery,	112	North	Main.	Drawing	for	a	piece	of	
artwork	at	6	p.m.

•	 Milly’s	Abby	Rose	Gallery,	110	North	Main.	Drawing	for	a	piece	of	
artwork	at	6:30	p.m.

•	 Gallery	310,	310	N.	Main.	Drawing	for	a	piece	of	artwork	at	7	p.m.
•	 Mississippi	River	Gallery,	319	N.	Main.	Located	in	the	Planters	Barn	

Theater.	Drawing	for	a	piece	of	artwork	at	7:30	p.m.

 
ARTY PARTY
Go to the Arty Party page at hannibalarts.com to find out more 
about November Arty Party programs.
Arty	Party	programs	are	designed	for	those	looking	to	have	a	fun	time	
while	creating	art	and	those	with	no	prior	painting	experience.	It’s	simple.	
We	provide	the	supplies	and	professional	artist	to	lead	you	through	the	
project	and	you	provide	the	creativity	...and	snacks	and	beverages	(op-
tional).	All	programs	are	held	at	the	Hannibal	Arts	Council,	105	S.	Main	St.
Arty	Party	programs	are	only	$25	for	HAC	members	and	$35	for	the	
general	public	and	employees	of	Hannibal	Regional	Healthcare	System.		
Participants	must	be	18	years	of	age	or	older	to	participate.	

 
POLKA DOT FLOWER

7 to 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
3. Project:	Flower	with	
patterned	background	and	
extras—	brownies	and	Bai-
ley’s	hot	chocolate.	Leader:	
Brenda	Beck	Fisher.

 
 
 
 

FESTIVE EARRINGS

7 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9. Project:	Sterling	silver	and	crystal	bead	
tree	earrings	and	EXTRAS—	champagne	and	chocolates.	Leader:	Brandy	
Hurt	of	AVA	Goldwork.

MARGARITAVILLE
6 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 16.	Proj-
ect:	Set	of	4	painted	
margarita	glasses	
and	extras	—	Mama	
Ruth’s	Bakery	key	
lime	cupcakes	and	
margaritas.	Leader:	
Milly	Johnson.	

 
 
 
 

CONTINuES ON 28
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HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY WORKSHOP

The Holly Jolly Holiday Workshop is the perfect opportunity for parents 
and/or grandparents and children to create projects together, create 
memories and have a good time making cool projects. 
 
Saturday, Dec. 2
2 sessions: 10 a.m. to noon or 1 to 3 p.m.
Hannibal Arts Council, 105 S. Main St.
$10 per child. $5 each additional child per family. Scholarships available 
upon request. To register: 573-221-6545 or reservations@hannibalarts.
com. Sponsored by George H. Riedel Private Foundation and Missouri 
Arts Council.

2017 Projects: tea light snowman, paper snowflake, wire wrapped star, 3D 
card station, Crewel ornaments, snowy night window, sock snowman and 
creative snack station

 

50 MILES Of ARt

Studio and gallery Tour
Nov. 4 to 5
 
Visit and support regional artists and artisans in their studios, galleries 
and specialty shops on Scenic Route 79 in Hannibal, Louisiana and Clarks-
ville. Shop for unique and original works of art. 
 
For more information go to www.50MilesofArt.com. n

CONtINuES fROM 27
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Parks & rec  calendar
www.hannibalparks.org8

Keep in 
Touch
More information available at hannibalparks.org.

Sign up for bimonthly e-newsletter.

Follow Hannibal Parks on Facebook, Twitter  
and Instagram.

A Guiding Light in Health Care

Our compassionate team provides
                 Long-term care placement
     Rehabilitation home services
     Secure residential care facility 
     State-of-the-art therapy

1734 Market Street, Hannibal

573-221-2930

      Levering Regional 
        Health Care Center

Happy Thanksgiving
               From our family to yours!

PicklEBall lEaguEs

Tuesday evenings, Nov. 14 through Dec. 19, Hannibal Parks and 

Recreation will host three leagues — leisure, competitive and intermediate 

— with a total of 32 spots available. The schedule will be determined after all 

registrations are received, and games will be played at the admiral coontz 

Recreation center. cost is $35 per team (doubles only), and leagues are for 

those ages 13 and older. Those interested may register at the parks and 

recreation office, 320 Broadway, or download a registration form at han-

nibal parks.org. Registration ends Nov. 6. More information is available by 

contacting JMcDonald@hannibal-mo.gov or calling 573-221-0154. 

NigHT HikE THROugH sODalis NaTuRE PREsERVE
4 to 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 24. Meet at parking lot of sodalis Nature Pre-

serve, hike will be on paved paths, about 2 miles.

Free but reservations must be made by calling Hannibal Parks & Recreation 

at 221-0154 or emailing mlrichards@hannibal-mo.gov
 
RaMP PaRk

Ramp Park is in Huckleberry Park. During the month of November, Ramp 

Park is closed weekdays and open noon to dark on weekends. it will be 

closed December through February.

TODDlER TuEsDays
Held 9 to 11 a.m. every Tuesday at admiral coontz Recreation center, 

the event for children up to 5 years old lets them use the gym without col-

liding with basketball players.

During the two-hour session, imagination Playground building blocks are 

brought into the gym, and there also are coloring books, puzzles, balls and 

games. This is not a babysitting service; each adult is permitted to bring 

no more than four children and must sign in with the attendant. Toddler 

Tuesdays may be canceled because of special events at the center.

scaVENgER HuNTs
The Hannibal Parks & Recreation Department has developed scaven-

ger hunts for various parks and recreation sites. The free activities allow 

participants to learn more about the parks and earn a free treat from a local 

business in the process. currently, scavenger hunts are available at four 

sites — Nipper Park, lighthouse Trail, Huckleberry Park and central Park — 

and the scavenger hunt guides may be downloaded at hannibalparks.org. 

additional scavenger hunts may be added in the future.

sENiOR aDulT DaNcEs
Dances take place noon to 3 p.m. Wednesday at admiral coontz Recre-

ation center. Music is provided by uptown strings.

aDMiRal cOONTz REcREaTiON cENTER

currently operating under its winter hours, the admiral coontz Recreation 

center is open 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 

and 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. The center has a walking track (12 laps 

equal 1 mile) and two basketball courts. Pickleball courts, sports equipment, 

games and puzzles are available for use. an attendant on duty can lend out 

equipment. The Play Without Boundaries sensory Room is open during 

regular hours. it has games, puzzles and supplies for all-inclusive indoor 

play for adults and children. n
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NOVEMBER  local events

Serving the Saints Avenue Corridor
www.SaintsAvenueBank.com

Thursday, Nov. 2
7:30 p.m. A Night with Edward Albee Theatre Production at Black 

Box on the Culver-Stockton College campus, 1 College Hill, Canton, Mo. 

A series of one-acts, including his well-known works “The Sandbox” and 

“The American Dream.”

Friday, Nov. 3

4 p.m. Fish Fry at VFW Post 11041, 316 S. Main St., Palmyra, Mo. Meals 

cost $5 for children and $9 for adults. Carry-out available.

7:30 p.m. A Night with Edward Albee Theatre Production at Black Box 

on the Culver-Stockton College campus, 1 College Hill, Canton, Mo. 

Saturday, Nov. 4

9 a.m. Ride to benefit Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch in Clarence, Mo. 

For more information, call or text 573-406-4909 or 573-795-6335.

FisH Fry sHiloH CHristian CHildren’s ranCH
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NOVEMBER  local events

CONtiNuEs ON 32

4 p.m. 50 Miles of Art in downtown Hannibal. Artists open their studios 

for a view into how they create their work. For more information, go to 

hannibalarts.com, or call 573-221-6545.

7:30 p.m. A Night with Edward Albee Theatre Production at Black Box 

on the Culver-Stockton College campus, 1 College Hill, Canton, Mo. 

sunday, Nov. 5
3 p.m. A Night with Edward Albee Theatre Production at Black Box on 

the Culver-Stockton College campus, 1 College Hill, Canton, Mo. 

5 p.m. 50 Miles of Art in downtown Hannibal.

Wednesday, Nov. 8
8 p.m. A Conversation with Austin Petersen at Merillat Chapel, 519-611 

S. Monticello Road, Canton, Mo. Austin Petersen, a Republican contender 

for the Missouri Senate seat currently occupied by Claire McCaskill, will 

speak on constitutional themes, including notions of liberty and limited 

government.

thursday, Nov. 9
5:30 p.m. Ladies Night Out at Cave Hollow Winery, 300 Cave Hollow 

Road. Come out for an evening of holiday shopping, wine, appetizers, 

sweets and friends. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the door

50 Miles of art
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NOVEMBER  local events

Friday, Nov. 10
8 a.m. Experience HLGU Day at Hannibal-LaGrange University, 2800 

Palmyra Road. Experience HLGU Days (campus visit days) are designed 

to give you a sample of what HLGU has to offer. For more information, call 

573-629-3264.

Saturday, Nov. 11

10 a.m. Veterans Day Parade in downtown Hannibal. The parade takes 

place on Broadway. For more information, go to visithannibal.com.

5 p.m. Second Saturday Gallery Walk in downtown Hannibal. Wander 

from gallery to gallery and enjoy guest artists, food, friends and extended 

hours. 

7 p.m. Lindsey Parrish Show and Dance at Halls Hall, 220 S. Main St., 

Palmyra, Mo. Reservations should be made by 4 p.m. the day of the show 

by calling 214-226-2548. Cost $8.

Sunday, Nov. 12

2 p.m. PACB veteran brick laying ceremony at the Palmyra Courthouse.

7 p.m. Hannibal-LaGrange University’s 76th Annual Booster Banquet 

at the college, 2800 Palmyra Road. Former football coach Steve Spurrier 

is the guest speaker. For more information, call 573-629-3126, or email 

lauren.youse@hlg.edu.

Saturday Nov. 18
7 p.m. Kids in Motion and Teens in Motion trivia night at Knights of 

Columbus Hall, 1 Columbus Road. For more information or to register a 

team, call Kids in Motion at 573-221-3892, ext. 246, or email kids@doug-

lassonline.org. 

Saturday, Nov. 25
All day Small Business Saturday in downtown Hannibal. Complete 

Christmas shopping and save big this holiday season. For more informa-

tion, go to visithannibal.com.

9 a.m. Mark Twain’s Annual Birthday Bash at Mark Twain Museum, 120 

N. Main St. For more information, call 573-221-9010, ext. 404.

10 a.m. Victorian Festival of Christmas in downtown Hannibal. Cel-

ebrate the holiday spirit every Saturday in Hannibal starting Nov. 25. For 

more information, call 573-221-2477. n

CONtiNuES FROM 31

Veterans Day ParaDe

LinDsey ParrisH sHow anD Dance

Brick Laying
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Victorian  
Festival of 
Christmas

The whimsey 
of Living 
Windows

REgionaL  EnTERTainMEnT gUiDE   	 DECEMBER 2017

Ring in the 
season  
with  
classics 
concert

Hick 
Finn: 
Holidays 
bring 
hope to 
many

Complete guide to month-long festival

NEXT MONTH IN



34    NOVEMBER 2017    Hannibal Magazine

STEAMPUNK FESTIVAL
Scenes from

The Big River Steampunk Festival took place Sept. 1 to 4 in downtown Hannibal. | Photos by Phil Carlson
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Scenes from
STEAMPUNK FESTIVAL
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Forever thankful for November

HICK FINN8

N
ovember has always held a special place in my heart. I grew 

up during a time when children spent a lot of time with their 

parents. There were limited distractions like school athletics or 

YMCA sports. Children weren’t glued to television, cellphones or 

video games. The best I can remember, families still cherished 

time together besides holidays. 

People actually conversed and interacted face to face. On weekends, families 

played board games. When the temperatures began to drop, Mom would bring 

home a huge puzzle to work on. Sometimes she worked solo, and, other times, we all 

sat in on it. Family actually was a structured thing back then. We even ate supper 

together.

To me, as a young boy, the month of November meant only one thing — hunt-

ing season. I knew the never-ending walks with Pop quail hunting were getting 

me ready to start. My poor little 5-year-old legs struggled to match his stride. For 

every 5 miles he walked, I walked 10. Granted, I always slept good after a hunt. 

Usually I was asleep long before arriving home.

Pop knew that as I grew, my hunting interest was going to grow, as well. Before 

you knew it, he was taking me duck, squirrel and rabbit hunting. That remained 

a temporary fix. I watched American Sportsman, hosted by Curt Gowdy. I had 

designs on much bigger game.

I talked Pop into taking me deer hunting when I was 8 years old. Deer season 

landed right in his quail season, but he always sacrificed for his children.

My Pop grew up during the Great Depression. He knew a great deal about the 

outdoors. He knew every tree, plant and medicinal herb like golden seal and gin-

seng. He learned to live off of the land out of pure necessity. Nature was the grocery 

store then.

What Pop didn’t know about was deer hunting or turkey hunting. Anything that 

was a big meat source was almost hunted to extinction by the turn of the 20th cen-

tury. Hunting deer and turkey was basically done in stories from the distant past. 

He had no skill set, so we were both novice hunters when it came to bigger game.

Pop was a marksman, and he was almost deaf from serving in two wars. We 

were a great team. I became his ears, and he used his eagle eye. We got to see a lot 

of big, fleeting white tails that year because we were clueless.

I learned deer hunting as I grew, and as I reached driving age, my Pop began to 

have diabetic health issues. By then I had several deer under my belt and had gone 

as far as to begin hunting deer with bow and arrow. 

My first archery season I climbed a tree the size of a small apple tree. A very nice 

10-point buck walked out. I thought this was pretty easy. So I drew my bow and 

shot the tree next to him. He looked on in disbelief and vanished. I am certain he 

died of natural causes years later.

I know people look at this as the holiday season launch. I look at this time as a 

scrapbook of memories with my Pop. The memories flood my mind and heart. What 

an awesome time we shared living, learning and loving. For this I am thankful. 

This is my Thanksgiving. n
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