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WHAT IS ACADEMIC WRITER?
Platform for
• Writing and citing in APA Style,
• Formatting and storing references,
• Learning about the research and writing process, and
• Accessing Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association content.
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YOUR ACADEMIC WRITER ACCOUNT
You may be asked to create or log in to your Academic Writer account. With an 
account you can
• Create and save references and papers
• Save videos and samples to a list of favorites

You may have an APA account you can use to log in to Academic Writer if
• You’re an APA member, student member, or you purchased an item from 

the APA bookstore.
• You previously had access to APA Style CENTRAL or trial access to 

Academic Writer.
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NAVIGATE ACADEMIC WRITER

WHAT IS ACADEMIC WRITER?

Academic Writer Home
Access center descriptions and account assets.

• Access the Learning, Reference, and Writing Centers
• Access My References, My Papers, and My Favorites

Learning Center
Learn more about the academic research and writing process 
and APA Style guidelines though videos and samples.

• Quick guides
• Tutorials
• Samples
• Self-quizzes

Reference Center
Create a personal reference library using forms, RIS import, or 
search of adapted PsycINFO references.

• Add references
• View saved references

Writing Center
Write and collaborate on papers and use Academic Writer 
tools to help format your papers and references.

• Paper templates
• Paper editor
• Research Lab Book tools
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STARTING PAPERS
1. Navigate to the Writing Center via the Write tab (or use the Write a 

New Paper button on the Academic Writer homepage).
2. Pick a template or blank paper.
3. Enter a title.

WRITE PAPERS
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WRITE PAPERS

Use the Main Menu to 
navigate through your paper 
and paper elements.

Use these tabs to Preview
your paper or Collaborate on 
group projects.

Use these icons to control 
paper elements, view 
comments, and get contextual 
help with your paper.

Export your paper as a .docx 
or PDF file.



Use Academic Writer tools 
to cite references.



DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGY
Definitions

Reference – Bibliographic information for a resource included at the end of your paper
Citation – Specifically formatted mention of a resource included in the text or body of your paper

Academic Writer Terminology

My References – Your personal collection of references saved to your account, you can use and 
reuse these in as many papers as you like.
Paper Reference List – References you’ve associated with a specific paper. You can view these 
below the paper editor, along with other paper elements such as tables and figures.
Find and Cite Reference – The Academic Writer tool that allows you to search My References, 
the Paper Reference List, or add a new reference, to help you format your in-text citation.

WRITE PAPERS



WRITE PAPERS

Add references to your paper from the Cite References
tab below the paper editor.

Search or browse from the My References view 
and use the checkboxes to +Add to Paper

Toggle between your Paper Reference List (references 
you’ve already added to that specific paper) and My 
References (your entire collection of references) from the 
drop-down menu.
Or +Add New Reference if needed.



WRITE PAPERS

You can also right-click to 
access the same menu at 
a specific location in the 
body of your paper.

Use the Find and Cite 
Reference option from the 
Insert menu to add a citation.



WRITE PAPERS

When you cite a reference, answer a few questions 
that will affect the formatting in the text of your paper.

Is the citation 
• Parenthetical or
• Narrative, meaning you’ve incorporated parts of 

the citation into your own writing?
• A direct quotation? If so, make sure to include the 

page number.

If you’re not sure, hover over each choice to see an 
example.

Your formatted citation will be inserted and formatted 
correctly in the location you selected.
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LEARN ABOUT ACADEMIC WRITING TOPICS
Search and browse the Academic Writer Learning Center to view

• Quick Guides – Short (2-3 minute) videos, related to specific APA Style guidelines
• Tutorials – Longer (15-20 minute) videos, related to the research and writing process
• Samples – See examples of papers, tables, figures, and references to help you format your own

LEARN
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NEED HELP ACCESSING ACADEMIC WRITER?
If you can’t access Academic Writer

• Check with your library or instructor to see how you should be 
accessing Academic Writer at your institution or in your course.

• Contact academicwriter@apa.org to ensure your access is active. 
Please include the full name of your school, and if you’ve previously 
accessed Academic Writer, the email address you used.

NEED HELP?



NEED HELP USING ACADEMIC WRITER?
If you need help using Academic Writer

• Use the Site Help link in the Welcome menu or footer of every page.

APA Customer Engagement provides training and support for Academic Writer:

• Webinars - https://on.apa.org/aw-webinars
• Site help - https://on.apa.org/aw-site-help

NEED HELP?

https://on.apa.org/aw-webinars
https://on.apa.org/aw-site-help


NEED MORE HELP?
If you need more help with your assignment

• Check with your professor, instructor, or librarian.

If you have specific APA Style questions

• Check the APA Style Blog at https://blog.apastyle.org
• Email the APA Style Experts at StyleExpert@apa.org

NEED HELP?

https://blog.apastyle.org/
mailto:StyleExpert@apa.org?subject=APA%20Style%20question


Questions?
academicwriter@apa.org
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