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I appreciate we are only in November however as a number of Shoot Members wish to plan their next 

season I have produced this Newsletter even earlier! 

 

We have completed our grouse days for 2015 with a total of 594 brace.  Returns show 301 brace on 

Hardcastle and 293 brace on Heathfield.  We should achieve 600 brace with the few birds we will 

shoot at Eagle Hall before 12
th
 December. 

 

You may be surprised to hear this but I am delighted with the return this season.  If it had happened 

five years ago it would have been an excellent result.  The problem in recent years is that we have 

been spoilt by substantially increased returns.  This year is a reminder that nothing is certain with 

grouse which as always makes them so special.  

 

I am now planning our next season and although we have left a stock of sufficient fit birds with little 

indication of worm our stock is unfortunately “old”. 

 

Old cocks take up large territories and old hens do not lay as many eggs which may be infertile.  This 

is why it can take a few seasons to get any Moor back to an acceptable level of young birds.  

 

With this in mind I am planning 15 full grouse days and 5 grouse/partridge days compared to last 

season of 19 and 7.  I also feel the average bag will be nearer 85 brace compared to 100 each day in 

2014 but who knows, we must wait and see! 

 

So there are less days to go round and as always I want as many of you as possible to experience our 

grouse. 

 

As you are aware I cancelled 10 of our 19 scheduled grouse days this season and I appreciate 

everyone’s understanding on this.  I also thank those of you who lost your days and carried forward 

your shoot fees to 2016.  

 

I am therefore initially offering days in this new season to those of you who carried forward your 

shoot fees or shot grouse with us this season. 

 

You have the opportunity to reserve the same or similar days to this season before I offer elsewhere.  I 

stress reserve as I know it may be impossible to actually plan so far ahead.  You can reserve now with 

a final commitment in January 2016, with confirmation and invoicing to follow in February.  As in the 

past payment will be spread over February to August.  

 

• We will field 9 guns each day on both Moors. 

 

• Our target bags may vary from 60 to 140 brace and hopefully to average around 85 brace. 

 

• The cost remains as at present at £165 per brace plus VAT. 

 



• A deposit of £1,100 per gun + VAT will be charged on final confirmation in February which is 

equivalent to 60 brace.  If we shoot the day but achieve less than 60 brace the deposit stands.  

 

• If George and I feel we do not have the stock we may cancel days when the full deposit will be 

refunded. 

 

• Any excess over 60 brace will be charged equally between the team on the day up to 140 

brace.  There will be no further charge if we shoot more than 140 brace.  (This is an increase 

from 120 brace in 2014). 

 

• The days are sold to hopefully average 85 brace so in the event of a day being cancelled due to 

poor weather, the amount of the claim and amount owed would be £1,560 + VAT per gun less 

your deposit. 

 

• The use of double guns has been given much discussion.  I feel it is more important to have a 

loader as a spotter but on some days shooting double guns can prove effective.  So this season 

anyone who wishes to may shoot double guns on grouse only drives/days.  

 

• On our mixed grouse and partridge/pheasant days our target bags will be 35 brace of grouse 

plus 150 partridge/pheasant at £1,340 per gun + VAT.   If however we do not have the grouse 

these days will become 300 partridge days.  Anyone booking this type of day does so on this 

understanding.  

 

• On all our partridge and pheasant days the cost per bird will rise slightly as it is 5 years since 

our last increase. 

 

I attach a list of our available dates for August, September and October 2016 for grouse, partridge and 

pheasant so please reserve whatever you wish.  I would appreciate your preferred dates by Saturday 

21st November 2015 when priority will be given to similar dates in the new season i.e. everyone who 

shot on 12th August has first option in the new season. 

 

I do hope you will find my proposals of interest and look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

 

 


