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I am sure many of you, like myself, are very disappointed by the inevitable cancellation of The CLA Game Fair 

given the current unprecedented weather conditions.  So we all now need something to look forward to and I can 

assure you everyone working with The Ripley Castle Shoot will be doing their very best to achieve this. 
 

We are now only a few weeks away from the start of my eighteenth season as Captain of the Ripley Castle Shoot.  

By now one would have thought the novelty may have worn off somewhat, but far from it, I cannot wait for the 

season to start even with all its many challenges.  This rearing season we certainly have had some challenges, the 

main one being our wonderful British weather!!  Call it climate change or whatever you wish but the continuous 

periods and severity of our rain becomes more challenging each year.  The only good thing to come out of this 

incessant bad weather is that it has hardened up our poults giving us some of the strongest and fittest birds we 

have ever released.  
 

I am pleased to report that even despite the very unwelcome periods of torrential rain during June and into July it 

may be hard to believe but thanks to the hard work by George, David and their teams, the rearing and release of 

our poults has gone very well without too many problems.  Maybe George and David would not agree! 
 

It never ceases to amaze me how our grouse survive these terrible conditions, they are an arctic bird which will 

soon be growing webbed feet!!  When we carried out our pairs count in the early spring we found we had more 

pairs than the previous season.  Then at hatching time we had a number of very good broods, many with nine or 

ten chicks.  Unfortunately the rain has inevitably taken its toll on many chicks, so what would have been an 

exceptional season has been hit quite hard.  The wet and warm conditions could also bring on a worm attack 

which if it took hold in the young birds may considerably shorten our grouse season.  We have a shootable stock 

at present and will be carrying out a numbers count during late July.  We will then have a much better idea of our 

actual position and I will keep everyone well informed, should there be any problems.  

 
A REAL SUCCESS STORY : JAMES DEDMAN 
It is now two years since James joined us for the first time on a shoot day at Ripley Castle at the grand old age of 

twelve!  As I am always keen to encourage young people to join us, I had no objection provided he had an 

instructor with him.  James has now shot with us for two season’s and has turned out to be an exceptional game 

shot. 
 

After a year of driven game, James decided to try clay pigeon shooting under the coaching of Ian Ainsley and 

John Randerson, with the following results – remember he only took up clay shooting a year ago and is still only 

fourteen: 
 

Beverley Clay and Target Centre 

Beverlax Olympic Trap Champion Under 21 for Northern Area – James came 2nd. 
 

“South Wales 2000” Competition Olympic Trap for Under 21 – James came joint 1st. 

Unfortunately the winner joins the Welsh team and as James is not Welsh he could not come 1st alone. 
 

Schools Challenge in Oxford 

James came 2nd in the pool shoot. 
 

In the competition open to Yorkshire and North of England Under 21 – James was the Champion shot in Five 

trap, Double trap, Olympic trap and in Olympic Skeet where he used a ·410. 
 

I am sure we all wish him every success in the future – at this rate he should be ready for the next Olympics! 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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REMAINING SHOOT DAYS 
I am pleased to enclose a list of our remaining days.  Although there has been an excellent take up of days 

with just over 85% now sold, there are still a good variety of days remaining.  There are also a number of 

days which have only recently come available and were not included on previous lists.  If you have not 

already booked all your days I do hope there may be something workable for you. 

 

You can always visit our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com for further information on available days 

which is updated daily and is now iphone and Android compatible.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION OF BOOKING AND FINAL INVOICE  
I would very much like to thank those of you who have already booked your days and paid your shoot fees so 

far.  Your support as always is much appreciated.  

 

I now enclose a further copy of your Confirmation of Booking detailing my understanding of the days you 

have booked. Could you please check this and should I have made any errors please advise me as soon as 

possible.  Also detailed on the Confirmation of Booking is an acknowledgment of all your payments so far. 

 

There are a few outstanding invoices and for those concerned I enclose copies which I would appreciate 

being paid without delay. 

 

Finally I also enclose an invoice to cover the final instalment of your shoot fees, however I would stress that 

this is not due for payment until 1st August.   

 

 

For those of you who have booked days I also enclose a copy of our new Publication: 
 

“WHAT HAPPENS ON A SHOOT DAY, WHERE WE MEET, MAPS & ACCOMMODATION : 2012-2013 SEASON” 

In short this is my “risk assessment” on the Shoot and everyone shooting with us should have a copy. 

 

“WHAT HAPPENS ON A SHOOT DAY” 

Whenever I visit a new shoot, although the unknown can be exciting, in order to fully enjoy the day I much 

prefer to have some idea of the form on the day.  In this new Brochure I have tried to answer many of the 

questions asked by guns visiting for the first time, which also reminds all of us what to expect and what is 

expected of each of us on any Shoot, not necessarily on The Ripley Castle Shoot. 
 

For those of you who have invited a guests(s) or taken a full day, in addition to your copy I have enclosed 

sufficient copies for you to send to all your guests. 
 

“WHERE WE MEET” 

It is particularly important that everyone is aware of our different meeting places which are detailed on your 

Confirmation of Booking.  These are described in detail but each season someone seems to get lost!!  If this 

does happen there is no need to rush as I will always leave someone to meet any guns running late and bring 

them to the first drive. 
 

“MAPS” 

There are detailed maps of the area of the Shoot and on Hardcastle & Heathfield Moors each drive is clearly 

marked. 
 

“ACCOMMODATION” 

We are very fortunate in having an excellent selection of hotels in our immediate area.  These are detailed 

with rates and contact details together with a map showing the location of each hotel.  

 
For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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A FEW ITEMS TO REMEMBER BEFORE THE START OF THE SEASON 
 

FINAL CHECK OF YOUR KIT BEFORE THE START THE SEASON  
A reminder to check that your guns and equipment are ready for the new season.  The “Last Minute Check List” 

loose insert with each copy of “What Happens on a Shoot Day” may well assist with this.  You may think your 

guns are fine until they let you down on a shoot day.  It is a small cost to have them serviced but as everyone may 

be arranging this at present, I suggest you do not delay.  It is also worth bringing a spare gun on any shoot day.  
 

The last minute check list also details a number of items we always seem to forget to take with us on a shoot day 

and then regret not having them with us. On the reverse of the list is a Shoot Planner for the new season.  

 

PERSONAL AND PRODUCTS LIABILITY INSURANCE 
Driven game shooting is a dangerous sport and although I try to assess and avoid risks, accidents may happen.  

When you join the shooting field you need to have the confidence that the Shoot, your fellow guns and yourself 

are adequately insured in the event of accident or injury.  With the ever increasing cost of litigation it is now 

necessary to have a minimum indemnity cover of £10 Million third party public and personal liability insurance.  I 

confirm that The Ripley Castle Shoot has this level of cover, however in the event of a claim for an accident or 

injury caused by a member or guest, the first port of call will be on the persons own insurance.  
 

You may believe you are covered under your household insurance; you may be, but not necessarily to the level of 

cover required.  An ideal way of ensuring you have this level of cover is to join one of the field sports 

organisations; the Fieldsports Club, click onto www.GunsOnPegs.com, BASC: British Association for Shooting 

and Conservation, CA: The Countryside Alliance, NGO: The National Gamekeepers Organisation or, CPSA: The 

Clay Pigeon Shooting Association.  For full contact details visit our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com under 

“useful information”.   

 

I must therefore insist that anyone shooting with us on any area under the management of The Ripley 

Castle Shoot should ensure that themselves and their guests have the required minimum cover of £10 

Million third party, public and personal liability insurance in place well in advance of joining a shoot day 

and carry proof of this on all shoot days. 

 

SHOTGUN CERTIFICATE  

You must have in your possession on all shoot days a valid UK Shotgun Certificate or UK Visitors Permit, with 

the shotguns to be used entered on the Certificate or Permit.  

 

SHOTGUN HIRE 
The law states that anyone may use a shotgun without a UK Shotgun Certificate or Visitors Permit provided it is 

in the presence of the owner who has it registered on his Shotgun Certificate or Visitors Permit and the required 

insurance cover is in place.  Shotguns are available for hire, provided notice is given, from one of our 

instructor/loaders at £50 per day.  Knowledge of height and if he or she is left or right handed would help in 

selecting the most ideal shotgun available.  

 

CARTRIDGES 
I have decided to stay with Express as these seem to offer most of what we require in a cartridge.  I enclose an 

order form for those of you who have already booked your days and would welcome your advance orders for 

cartridges.  These will be available from the Shoot Yard early August onwards and throughout the season.  

 

HIRE OF FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE  
As more and more guns are travelling some distance to shoot with us, we now have available for hire with a 

driver, a new long wheel base Land Rover Station Wagon which will seat up to five people comfortably.  The cost 

is £70 for the day to cover the cost of the driver.  If you are bringing your dog, notice of this is required in order to 

fit a transport kennel in the vehicle.  

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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INSTRUCTORS AND LOADERS  
We are fortunate in having available the services of a number of experienced clay pigeon and driven game 

shooting loader/instructors. No matter how experienced a shot may be, having an instructor for the day soon 

rectifies all the bad habits - shooting ones -  which we seem to perfect without too much of a problem!  

Having an instructor is a necessity for a novice game shot and even for an experienced shot an instructor can 

make quite a difference to your performance.   
 

The minimum cost of an instructor/loader for the day is £90 which should be paid direct by the gun/host.  

This service is now very popular so as much prior notice as possible would be appreciated.  If you do not 

require instruction, a loader is always useful to look after you for the day.  If you bring your dog, having a 

loader gives you more time to work it at the end of a drive.  

 

INSECT REPELLENT 
There is every possibility that this warm humid weather, which is ideal for midges, will continue well into 

the season.  I would therefore strongly recommend you always have some insect repellent with you.  It will 

be essential on the Moor and at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side and possibly this season we may even need some 

at Ripley Castle.  

 

WEBSITE: WWW.RIPLEYCASTLESHOOT.COM 
We are receiving an ever increasing number of visitors to our website, which now includes over 135 pages. 

In order to access our days even easier our Shoot Availability and Booking Forms are now iphone and 

Android compatible so wherever you are, you can always check availability and make a booking.  
 

For those of you who have not already visited the site, please do so as I would welcome any suggestions as to 

how this may be improved.  It is particularly useful for an update on the availability of days.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Now for something completely different; which by coincidence is to be held in Ripley Castle: 
 

THE PRESTIGE GUN SHOW : RIPLEY CASTLE  
Open to the public Saturday and Sunday 15th & 16th September 2012, 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

A group of mainly Italian Gunmakers have been brought together to show excellence in both guns and 

engraving, together with demonstrations of engraving, barrels, stock making and woods. 
 

Gunmakers include: Flli. Rizzini Fausti Armi Art  Desenzani 

 Salvinelli Sabatti Rizzini Fucili Cortesi  
 

This is the first time many of these Gunmakers have exhibited here in the UK and will be well worth the 

visit.  Sabatti have given a shotgun which will be raffled during the event, with all proceeds going to ABF 

The Soldiers Charity.   For more details and information log onto www.visitexcellence.com 
 

Anyone visiting the exhibition on Saturday 15th September but not shooting with us on the day is most 

welcome to join our barbeque lunch on the lawn at Birthwaite Cottage at approx. 3.00 p.m. at £30.00 per 

person.  Some prior notice would be appreciated otherwise we may run out of food!! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Finally, I look forward to seeing you all again in our new season when we can forget the worlds problems 

and enjoy some memorable shooting with The Ripley Castle Shoot in our stunning North Yorkshire 

countryside.  I only hope Mother Nature is kind to us with plenty of breezy dry days, some hope! 
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Frank Boddy 
Office: 01423 320208 Fax:      01423 324334 E-mail:  info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk 

Home: 01765 677343 Mobile: 07774 271781 Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com 


