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OVERVIEW 2012-2013 SEASON 
In my eighteen years of running the Shoot I have never before experienced such a demanding season. On more 

mornings that I would like to remember it was raining “stair rods” outside and must admit I thought we would lose 

more days than we eventually did. 
 

The season did start very well with mild and pleasantly warm conditions.  Then everything changed and the rain started 

and never stopped.  Surprisingly the hose pipe bans were eventually removed!  Following the rain, the frost and snow 

arrived which unfortunately is not yet history on the Moors!   Each season seems to become more and more 

challenging.  However we always take it for granted that the birds will be where we want them to be and will perform 

no matter what the weather has thrown at us.  Yet again with only a very few exceptions, George and David came up 

with the goods when seemingly faced with impossible conditions. 

 

Return on Birds Released: Ripley Castle: 2012-2013 
 Pheasant Partridge Duck Overall  
2012-2103 44.60% 24.70% 63.88% 37.75% 

7 Year Average 46.28% 30.78% 76.38% 43.02% 
 

At release time we were faced with wet and cool conditions which brought about a late harvest.  We released all our 

poults on similar dates to previous seasons with varying results.  
 

Our pheasants grew fast in the cool wet conditions and feathered up quickly, with more than normal number surviving 

the initial weeks after release.  They also consumed 25% more feed during the initial release period compared to 

previous seasons. 
 

Our partridge did not fair as well.  Due to much of the crops still standing when we released our partridge in wet 

conditions, we lost a number who did not make it back to the feeders.  Those that did survive flew really well giving 

some excellent sport. 
 

Our duck were possibly the most sporting we have ever experienced.  I feel this was due to our leaving them quiet in 

the early season which attracted more wild stock than normal. 
 

Although we had more than enough birds on the ground to see us through the season which is confirmed by the number 

remaining at catch up time, they were not always in the woods and drives where they had been at feeding time.  They 

certainly did run circles round us on some days in December and January, with some main drives being light on stock 

whereas small drives were stuffed with birds.  I am afraid that is shooting, not forgetting we are dealing with wild birds 

often in very difficult weather conditions. 
 

We ended the season with a return above our overall target bag with more than sufficient birds remaining on the 

ground, even after catching up over 500 hen pheasants for our laying field.  David and his team remained calm and 

positive at all times in pretty demanding circumstances and I do thank them for this.  
 

Return on Birds Released: Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side: 2012-2013  
 Pheasant Partridge Overall  

2012-2103 46.74% 40.95% 44.61% 

7 Year Average 50.76% 41.15% 46.63% 
 

Considering the wet and cool conditions at release time both pheasants and partridge grew well and feathered up 

quickly and as at Ripley Castle they consumed 25% more feed compared to previous seasons.  This certainly paid off 

considering the quality of bird we were presented with. 
 

The altitude and sparse cover at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side always make keeping difficult. However yet again George 

and his team came up with the goods.  I am sure we thank them all for some truly memorable days.  
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HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS  
It seems such a long time since I was stood in a grouse butt, however I cannot forget what a truly memorable season we 

had.  2012 was by far the best season we have ever had; it was exceptional in every way which is illustrated by the 

following returns. 
 

Returns: Hardcastle Moor  
2012:  915 brace: 10 year average 274 brace: 5 year average 401 brace  

The 2012 return was the best for over 50 years.  
 

Returns: Heathfield Moor 
2012:  456 brace: 10 year average 158 brace: 5 year average 211 brace  

The 2012 return was the best since 1997. 
 

Our combined total for both Moors was 1,371 brace compared to 1,061 brace in 2011.  
 

George keeps reminding me “you are very lucky to have three good seasons in a row”, maybe we can be the exception!  

These results are down to the hard work by George and his team, with Joel full time on grouse, John 50% of his time 

and Callum assisting.  
 

RIPLEY CASTLE: 2013-2014  
The continued wet and wintery conditions which prevailed much of the season and up to Easter has left many of our 

access tracks, car parks and gun stands in very poor condition.  Just as it was this time last year!  Once the land dries 

we will employ contractors to repair the damage. 
 

Duck Wood requires an amount of work in repairing the duck boards etc.  This will be left until nearer the start of the 

season just in case we have more floods! 
 

Vermin Control  
As in the past David and his team have tried to have a concentrated effort on vermin control but unfortunately the 

freezing conditions have made it impossible to set traps.  We have however considerably reduced our rat population by 

shooting and using our rodinator, some rat poison has also been distributed, however direct killing is more effective 

due to the weak poison we are now compelled to use.  We have accounted for a few foxes but so far have not seen the 

usual numbers, when we do they will be dealt with.  There are also an ever increasing number of crows, rooks, 

jackdaws and magpies.  Our crow and Larsen traps will soon deal with these which can only help our wild birds at 

nesting time.  
 

Rearing Field and Releases 
Our laying pens are producing plenty of eggs with our first batch of pheasant chicks due to hatch early May.  Our first 

partridge and bought in pheasant chicks arrive on 20th May, so it could be said we will soon be starting all over again.  

As usual all our poults will be released well before the start of our season. 
 

We also plan to release a similar number of white pheasant and white partridge to last season so there will be plenty to 

keep us on our toes. 
 

EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE: 2013-2014  
Everything remained covered in snow well into April so there was little George and his team could do with regard to 

trapping in these freezing conditions.  Our experimental area at Bale Bank is developing well and George hopes to 

produce a new drive similar to Leaper Bank. 
 

As at Ripley Castle the very wet and freezing conditions during the season and into the spring period have left some of 

our tracks in quite poor condition.  Once conditions allow we will arrange for remedial work prior to start of the 

season. 
 

HARDCASTLE AND HEATHFIELD MOORS 2013-2014  
Having just produced our best ever returns we naturally want to repeat or improve on these if at all possible this season.  

Before the snow arrived we had a good strong stock of grouse but unfortunately due to the snow we were unable to 

carry out an accurate pairs count.  George feels we will have a good stock but there is no way of knowing their 

condition and may have started the nesting period in poor condition.  The snow also prevented the birds from taking 

the medicated grit so there is also no way of knowing without shooting some birds what our current worm burden 

actually is.  As with everything to do with grouse nothing is certain and there is a surprise round every corner.  As 

usual we must wait and see. 
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AT LAST SOME GOOD NEWS: MEALS AND REFRESHMENTS 
Everyone will be very pleased to hear that we are now able to include the cost of all meals and refreshments in the 

shoot fee.  However if you do not join the team for any of the meals no refund will be given.  Guns are also most 

welcome to bring a non shooting guest to experience the day and to join the teams for all meals and refreshments at no 

additional cost.  

 

SHOOT DINNER: 2013  
We had another excellent and very entertaining evening with 100 Landlords, Members, Guests and Staff attending.  In 

addition to the usual Casino and Disco for the first time we had a simulated shooting system which proved enormously 

popular.  

 

SHOOT DINNER: 2014  
This has been arranged for Saturday 8th February 2014, so please make a note in your diary. 

 

CHARITY FUND 
Yet again everyone has been very generous with a total of £8,535 raised over the year.  This was made up of £7,045 

raised from our daily sweep and fines plus £1,490 from competitions at our annual dinner. 
 

The fund was distributed as follows: 

The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust Middleton Project - 

Research into the breeding of pheasants in the wild: £1,600.00 

The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust: £2,000.00 

The Gamekeepers Welfare Trust: £1,750.00 

The Countryside Alliance Campaign for Shooting: £1,250.00 

The Song Bird Survival Trust: £500.00 

PPR Foundation: Pam Roberts aims to raise £1M for Brain Tumour Research: £460.00 

Young Achievers £130.00 

St Michael’s Hospice £80.00 

Jim Godden Trust £90.00 

 ------------ 

 Total £7,860.00 

 ------------ 
 

There remains a balance in hand of £675.00.  If anyone has any ideas or suggestions on worthy causes allied to our 

sport I would be very pleased to hear from them for next season’s fund. 

 

ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND (ABF) CHARITY CLAY DAY 
Monday 10th June 2013, Raisthorpe Estate, Thixendale, Nr York 

As a Member of the organising committee I am very pleased to advise that all 25 teams have been taken up and I thank 

Members who have taken or are supporting teams at this very worthwhile Charity event.  

 

YORKSHIRE CHARITY CLAY DAY 
Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th May 2012 to be held this year in the grounds of Bolton Castle, Nr Leyburn in 

Wensleydale.  I understand there are a few team places still available, if of interest please contact C. Richard Jackson 

on 01423 520232 for further details. 

 

NEW JAMES PURDEY CATALOGUE: Look out for a few familiar faces!!! 

 

REMAINING SHOOT DAYS 
I enclose a list of our remaining shoot days included in the enclosed leaflet: Days and Dates 2013-2014.  At the time of 

going to press over 65% of the days initially offered in early February have now been taken up.  I do thank everyone 

for your support which as always is much appreciated. 
 

As most of you know the Shoot fields a number of different types of day and surprisingly there is still every type of 

day available.  This list is also quite different to the last list I sent out due to a number of changes and new dates 

coming available.  
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WE NOW COME TO THE INTERESTING PART OF MY NEWSLETTER 

EXCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP 
For some time I have been trying to find ways of thanking everyone for their support for the Shoot and have decided to 

establish an Exclusive Membership.  Full details are included in the enclose leaflet: Days & Dates 2013-2014. 
 

PERSONAL, PRODUCTS AND SHOOT CANCELLATION INSURANCE 
This new Triple Barrelled Cover from GunsOnPegs detailed in the enclosed leaflet: Days & Dates 2013-2014 offers far 

more than I could ever offer under our self administered fund, so our Shoot Fund Cancellation Scheme ended on 31st 

January 2013 and is replaced by the Triple Barrelled Cover package.  
 

NOVICE DAYS 
We are running two Novice Days, which are suitable for all ages, one for Ladies and the other for anyone new to 

driven shooting – full details are in the enclosed leaflet. 
 

LADIES DAYS  
There are a number of guns still available on our Ladies Only Days promoted by www.ladiesshooting.com.  Victoria 

brings some very lively Ladies so you can be guaranteed a great day. 
 

MCRIPLEY DAYS 
Our main McRipley Day is on Wednesday 6th November with our Christmas McRipley on Saturday 14th December.  

We also have an End of Season McRipley on Saturday 18th January 2014 and for this season our End of Season Party 

McRipley is on Saturday 25th January.  These McRipley Days offer our very best drives on both our shoots which can 

be very testing and are excellent value. 
 

ROVING SYNDICATE/CORPORATE DAYS 
If you would like a day exclusive to you and your friends there are still a number of dates available.  Any days where 

no guns have been taken can be tailored to suit whatever bag you require of 250 birds or more with up to 9 guns. 
 

WHERE WE MEET & ACCOMMODATION: Directions, Meeting Location and Start Times 
The location of meeting places and start times are detailed on your booking confirmation with directions and maps 

included in a new brochure which will be sent to you well in advance of the new season.  Full details of hotels in our 

area are also included.  
 

SHOOT FEES 
I would like to thank those of you who have not only booked your days but have also paid your initial shoot fee.  There 

are a few invoices remaining unpaid and I enclose copies of these where relevant and would appreciate your assistance 

in clearing these as soon as possible.  
 

An invoice for the second part of your shoot fees is also enclosed where applicable. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
As always we welcome New Members, so if you know of any like minded sporting shots who may be looking for some 

testing birds in good company, please let me know. 
 

Should a potential New Member wish to experience a shoot day before committing to shooting with us, I welcome 

anyone as a non shooting guest on any of our Members or Keepers Days. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Although we are only four months from the start of the new season, there is much to do to ensure our high standard are 

maintained and we can all experience the type of season we have come to expect with The Ripley Castle Shoot. 
 

I trust you will all summer well, in readiness for another enjoyable shooting season, that is if we have a summer! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In order to access details of our days even easier our Shoot availability and Booking Forms are now iphone and 

android compatible, so wherever you are your can always check availability and make a booking.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Frank Boddy:  Office: 01423 320208 Fax:       01423 324334 E-mail:  info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk 

  Home: 01765 677343 Mobile: 07774 271781  Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com 


