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OVERVIEW OF OUR 2013-2014 SEASON  
Our season started with some excellent grouse and partridge days in ideal weather conditions.  I cannot remember 

when it started but when the rain came it never seemed to stop.  Even though at times we faced torrential rain and gale 

force winds I do feel we had our best ever season.  Maybe we are starting to become used to these conditions!! 

 

Disregarding the weather, the quality and condition of our birds throughout the season was excellent and gave us 

challenging shooting practically every day.  This was very much down to the hard work by George, David and their 

keeping teams.  Not forgetting our daily staff of beaters and pickers up who never let us down no matter what weather 

conditions they faced.  
 

Returns on Birds Released 2013-2014: Ripley Castle : Nidd : Hob Green & Cayton  
 Pheasant Partridge Duck Overall 
2013-2014 41.22% 40.73% 41.44% 41.41% 

Previous 7 year average 46.28% 30.78% 76.38% 43.02% 
 

Bird shot average: 3.66 

Birds shot in excess of the overall target bag for the season: 16.67% 

 

In addition to the above we caught up over 1,000 pheasants and 1,200 duck with sufficient remaining on the ground at 

the end of the season to produce our normal amount of wild stock.  

 

So the actual returns only tell half a story.  It started in the summer when we released very fit poults in ideal conditions.  

This together with a good quality mixed diet initially of high grade pellets, then moving onto maize and wheat which 

really brought them on with far fewer losses compared to previous seasons.  

 

The main reason for the lower than average returns on pheasant and duck was the exceptional flying quality and 

numbers of partridge which meant we were still shooting partridge drives well into the pheasant season.  2013-2014 

will be remembered as the season of the partridge when they made up 27% of the overall bag with more than enough 

over the guns on every shoot day. 

 

A truly exceptional season at Ripley Castle which we will endeavour to repeat in our new season.  
 

Return on Birds Released 2013-2014: Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side 
 Pheasant Partridge Overall 
2013-2014 44.32% 48.02% 46.90% 

Previous 7 year average 50.75% 41.15% 46.63% 

Bird shot average: 4.77 

Birds shot in excess of the overall target bag for the season: 19.06% 

 

In addition to the above we caught up over 1,000 pheasants for local game farms. 

 

We do not want to leave too large a stock of pheasant and French partridge remaining on the ground in case they 

wander onto the Moor, however what remains are being fed to encourage some wild stock.  

 

Our wild English grey partridge on the Moorland edges continue to increase with a number of clutches and two 

clutches we know of rearing 14 and 16 chicks.  We try not to put them over the guns but unfortunately we shot five 

during the season.  
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What happened at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side is a mirror of Ripley Castle.  Ideal release conditions, well fed 

very fit poults which in turn produced some memorable shooting. 
 

As at Ripley Castle our returns on pheasants at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side were low compared to previous 

seasons due to the exceptional quality of our partridge which made up 48% of the overall bag.  Another truly 

exceptional season at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side which we will endeavour to repeat in our new season.  

 

Hardcastle & Heathfield Moors : 2013  

As if our pheasant and partridge were not memorable enough we now come the real “Jewel in the Crown”  

During the spring of 2013 when snow still covered the Moor in March giving little or no food for our hen 

grouse about to nest, I frequently thought we would not be shooting grouse in the season.  It shows just how 

wrong one can be and never to underestimate this fantastic bird.  If there was ever an example of resilience 

against all odds, all you have to think about is our red grouse. 
 

You will recall we achieved our best ever season in 2012 and I thought this could not be repeated, here again 

our grouse proved me wrong! 

 

Returns Hardcastle Moor  

 Brace 
Average bag 

Per Day 
10 Year average 5 year average 

2012 915 82 274 401 

2013 959 95 342 586 

 

Returns Heathfield Moor 

 Brace 
Average bag 

Per Day 
10 Year average 5 year average 

2012 456 65 158 211 

2013 684 76 199 334  

 

Combined returns for Hardcastle & Hathfield Moors: 

2012: 1,371 brace 

2013: 1,642 brace 
 

Never in my wildest dreams, and I do have some wild dreams!  Would I ever have thought we could achieve 

these returns.   It may have taken 12 years but it shows what can be achieved by hard work and dedication to 

the job.  It’s all down to George and his team, with Joel full time on the grouse, John 50% of his time and 

Callum assisting.  Our 2013 season was certainly a season to remember, I now wonder what our new season 

has in store for us.  

 

RIPLEY CASTLE : NIDD : HOB GREEN & CAYTON : 2014-2015 
There is the usual maintenance work in the woods with track and pen repairs.  We are also busy in preparing 

the sheds for our first batch of partridge and pheasant day old chicks which arrive on 19th May.  With 450 

hens caught up and on our laying field our first batches of eggs are now in the incubator.  
 

Our main item of expenditure are three portakabin type units to replace the old green shed in the shoot yard.  

A strong gust of wind would have seen to it!  One cabin will be kitted out with a kitchen and dining area.  

This will be used for lunch on Keepers Days when in order to complement these days the Shoot will provide 

a snack lunch at midday with sandwiches in addition to soup and pork pies.  Guns will now no longer need to 

bring a packed lunch on Keepers Days at Ripley Castle.   The other two cabins will be used for storage.  
 

In addition to David, Robert, Matthew and Patrick I have employed Adam Walton full time.  Adam was with 

us last season and will assist with the rearing field, some keepering work and beating during the season. 
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EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE : 2014-2015  
We are always trying to find new drives to improve the variety of shooting we offer.  Last season we 

experimented with a new drive at Bale Bank and we hope to build on this in the new season.  It may not yet be a 

Leaper Bank but it will not be far away.  As always we will endeavour to improve on last season but I must admit 

it may take some doing! 

 

HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS : 2014  
We left a large stock of very fit young grouse at the end of last season.  Although the wet and warm conditions 

were ideal for the worm to prevail, with the help of medicated grit I feel we have a good chance for the season. 

We have carried out a pairs count using pointers and George feels we have slightly more birds compared to this 

time last season.  However much can happen between now and August and as always grouse can be full of 

surprises. 
 

I am reminded by George that it is very rare to achieve three good grouse seasons in a row.  We must wait and 

see, maybe 2014 will be the exception!! 
 

As we go to press with this Newsletter (Friday 25th April 2014) George is very encouraged by what he is seeing! 

 

EXCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP 
As last season this will be available to everyone who spends £2.500 or more before VAT on shoot fees during the 

season. 
 

Benefits include: 

• Discounts on last minute availability on selected unsold days. 

• Discounts on clothes and accessories at some retail stores. 

• Inclusion in a ballot drawn on 9th June for Hospitality at the CLA Game Fair at Blenheim on Friday 18th to 

Sunday 20th July 2014. 

• I regret a discount on Triple Barrelled insurance package is no longer included. 
 

Full details can be found on our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com. 

 

CHARITY FUND 
As in previous seasons everyone has been very generous supporting our daily sweep, paying fines, guest lunches 

and competitions at our Shoot Dinner.  In total we have raised £8,960.00. 
 

The funds have been distributed as follows: 
 

The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (North Yorkshire branch) £4,000.00 

The Gamekeepers Welfare Trust £1,500.00 

The Songbird Survival Trust £500.00 

PPR Foundation: Pam Roberts aims to raise £1M for Brain Tumour Research £1,000.00 

Eve Appeal: Ladies.Shooting.com official charity £360.00 

The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (Nottingham branch) £100.00 

Tanfield Grouse Charity Clay Day £500.00 
 

This leaves £1,000 in hand and I would always be pleased to hear any ideas or suggestions of worthy causes allied 

to our sport for this and future donations. 

 

SHOOT DINNER 2014  
We had another excellent and very entertaining evening with 91 Landlords, Members, guests and staff attending.  

We again had a simulated shooting gallery which proved very interesting! 

 

SHOOT DINNER 2015 
This has been arranged for Saturday 7th February 2015, so please make a note in your diary.  
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REMAINING SHOOT DAYS 
I have experienced an excellent take up of days for the new season with over 70% of the days now taken which is 

10% up on last season. 
 

Enclosed is a list of our remaining days which includes a number of dates which were not included in previous 

lists.  There is a good variety of days available so please check if there are days which may work for you.  

 

EXCLUSIVE DAYS  
Any date in the list of remaining days can be made into an Exclusive Day of 250 birds or more for a Roving 

Syndicate or for Corporate entertainment.  The type of drives and target bag can be tailored to suit the team/host. 

 

INSTRUCTORS AND LOADERS 
I am finding having someone to look after you is becoming more and more popular and it does make the day even 

more relaxing and enjoyable.  Bookings for Instructor/loaders have definitely increased for the new season, so if 

you would like to have someone with you could you please let me know as soon as possible.  

 

SHOOT FEES  
I would like to thank those of you who have not only booked your days but have also paid your initial shoot fee, 

as always this is really appreciated.  There are a few invoices remaining unpaid and I enclose copies of these 

where relevant and would appreciate your clearing these as soon as possible.  Where applicable an invoice for the 

second part of your shoot fees is also enclosed.  

 

OUR WEBSITE www.ripleycastleshoot.com 
By the time you receive this Newsletter our website should have been updated.  It is worth a visit as there is now 

even more useful information.  Not just on The Ripley Castle Shoot but many aspects of our sport.  
 

One new service, included on our website, is a “For Sale” and “Wanted” pages.  This will be ideal when looking 

for a puppy or wishing to sell a litter or anything allied to our sport.  

 

NEW MEMBERS 
It is great to read in the various shooting publications that the sport of driven game shooting continues to increase 

in popularity, particularly for Ladies and young people.  I feel our sport is changing with a Shoot Day becoming 

much more of a social occasion with a considerable amount of networking.  Just as a proper shoot day should be 

and long may it last.  
 

As always The Ripley Castle Shoot welcomes New Members so if you know of anyone who may be considering 

taking up our sport and would like to experience a shoot day before making any commitment, I welcome them as 

a non shooting guest on any of our Members, Keepers or Ladies Days.  If you also know of any like minded 

sporting shots who may be looking for some testing birds in good company please let me know. 
 

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

 

We are now only three months from the start of our new season with George, David and their teams working flat 

out with much to do in order that we can all experience the memorable days we have come to expect with The 

Ripley Castle Shoot.   I do hope for once we have a warm summer in readiness for another enjoyable shooting 

season. 


