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We are now over half way through the season and as they say time flies when you are enjoying yourself. 

 

We have certainly had an excellent season so far and it’s hard to believe that this would ever have been 

possible given the terrible weather conditions throughout the summer. 

 

Our grouse season was the best ever with a provisional return of 1,348 brace over the two Moors.  Having 

shot grouse for over 40 years many of our days produced some of the most challenging grouse I have ever 

experienced. 

 

The torrential rain did take its toll on some of our partridge, however what have survived and there are plenty 

of them, have given some excellent sport.  We may be down a little on our partridge stock but I have never 

seen so many well grown fit pheasants on both Shoots.  The wet conditions in August and September really 

made them feather up and grow fast.  Even our duck have never flown as well and we have definitely 

attracted some wild stock. 

 

It has been the most difficult rearing, release and early season period I have ever experienced.  However 

George, David and their teams have risen to the challenge and produced some of the finest days we could 

ever have wished for.  I can see no reason why this should not continue for the remainder of our season.  
 

 

REMAINING DAYS 
I thank you all for your support and we now have only 4% remaining of the original days offered.  As always 

a number of bookings have been moved around so there are some days available which were not on the 

previous lists.  An up to date availability list is printed on the back page of this Newsletter for your 

consideration.  

 

With all costs rising, selling these days is very important to keep future cost down, so please see if anything 

suits you and let me know.  
 

 

SHOOT DINNER : SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2013  
A date for your diary, when I hope to have something a little different for you all to try. 
 

 

NEXT SEASON : 2013 – 2014  
I know I like to plan well ahead but some of you are doing this for me!   

 

Quite a number of existing guns have e-mailed with their preferred dates for full teams in the new season. 

This has never happened to me before in November so I ask that should you require full days in the new 

season to please let me know as soon as ever  possible. 

 

I will endeavour to accommodate everyone but as always I only wish to have a limited number of full days 

compared to our Members, Keepers and Ladies Days. 

 
 



SHOOT DAY INSURANCE 
I have now run our self administered shoot day fund to cover cancelled days for the last three seasons.  However I 

am very pleased to advise that GunsOnPegs are now offering a new type of comprehensive shoot insurance which 

I am sure will be of interest to anyone participating in game shooting. 
 

It is called ‘Triple Barrelled Cover’ and is a first for everyone involved with driven shooting as it insures: 
 

• You as an individual, with £10 million Public liability and £55k personal accident cover. 
 

• Your guns, so your gun will be covered in the event of loss or damage. 
 

• All of your purchased shoot days. So in the event of cancellation due to either foul weather, sickness, an 

accident, travel disruption, bereavement or disease outbreak your costs are covered, even including the 

costs of your accommodation! 
 

All this is available from only £139 per annum (including 6% IPT), which insures up to £2000 worth of claims for 

your gun damage/loss and £3000 worth of claims for shoot days/accommodation.  Even more comprehensive 

levels of cover are available for those wanting to insure their gun up to £100,000 and their shoot days up to an 

£8,000 claim limit, with varying levels and prices in between. 
 

In the unfortunate event that you are unable to attend one of your days due to personal sickness, bereavement or a 

day is cancelled due to adverse weather conditions, the cancellation insurance will allow you to claim your money 

back simply and easily and enable us to reschedule the day for another time. 
 

If you have ever purchased cancellation insurance before, you’ll know it can be quite expensive relative to the 

cost of the day, especially as it has to be purchased separately for each of your days shooting.  
 

Public liability insurance conventionally costs up to £66, gun insurance costs from £50-£200, making the 

cancellation costs £26 for a £139 policy. So if you buy 5 days of shooting per season the cost to cover 

cancellation is only £5 a day for up to £3,000 of claims.  And you only have to buy it once a year! 
 

There is also a significant benefit from insuring your guns under this policy. A number of people insure their guns 

via their house insurance policy, and then find that a modest claim for a gun fault can have a disproportionate 

affect on the costs of their home policy in future years, so a separate policy makes good sense. 
 

If you would like to buy the insurance, please simply use the link below: 

www.gunsonpegs.com/shooting_insurance/ripley 
 

The GunsOnPegs website gives details of the various levels of cover available which should be sufficient for 

everyone shooting with The Ripley Castle Shoot, remembering of course that this new package covers all your 

personal shoot days and not just those with The Ripley Castle Shoot.  
 

Given that this new package offers far more than I could ever offer under our self administered fund, I do not 

propose continuing our fund after 31st January 2013.  Once our present fund ceases I am concerned that no form 

of cancellation insurance will be in place, so if a day is cancelled anyone shooting on that day without insurance 

cover will lose their shoot fee.  With rising costs I regret there is no room in the Shoot budget to underwrite 

cancelled days. 
 

As an added incentive to subscribe to this new insurance package, anyone who takes £2,500 value or more of 

shoot days before VAT with The Ripley Castle Shoot in the 2013-2014 season will receive a credit of £100 which 

can be used against shoot fees, cartridges or refreshments.  All I require is your policy membership number, so if 

you subscribe now your credit can be used against your initial shoot fee for the new season. 
 

As this new shooting insurance package offers so many benefits, I do strongly recommend you consider 

subscribing to it as soon as possible.  I also stress this insurance is personal to you.  However I do hope to have 

details of a similar new insurance for full days shortly.  
 
 


