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My previous Newsletter was somewhat short due to “real work” pressures!  However I am now able to 

update you all with our progress out of and into the new season.  

 

The longer I run the Shoot the more I enjoy the “events” out of season, maybe George and David my 

Head Keepers and their teams may well disagree!  It’s a great challenge planning for the season when 

dealing with wild creatures.  I refer to the birds not necessarily my staff or my guns, but it may well 

apply to some!!  One would have thought the recent dry conditions would have been ideal for a 

successful rearing season – well not quite. 

 

GROUSE 

You will recall we had snow as late as March this year which covered the whole Moor when we would 

normally carry out our pairs count.  This we could live with but what we were most concerned about 

was the lack of young heather and bilberry due to the late snow, which the hen grouse need to build up 

their body weight prior to nesting and their chicks need when they hatch. 

 

Everything on the Moor has run at least 2 to 3 weeks late with some of the heather which was “burnt” 

by the late frost still not yet recovered.   This is illustrated by the fact that on 12th August we found 

fresh “sitting foil” which is produced by the hen grouse when she is sitting on eggs.  Our climate is 

certainly testing nature as the chicks when they hatch would hardly be shootable this season.  I wonder 

how many more nests were as late as this, hopefully not too many.  

 

As ever with this amazingly resilient bird they found sufficient feed and our brood sizes were averaging 

between 5 to 6 chicks.  Our apprehension has proved unfounded as we have started our season with the 

most enjoyable 8 days of driven grouse shooting I have ever experienced. 

 

GROUSE SHOOTING  

In August we did no see all our stock but now we are into September I can confidently say we will be 

fielding all our grouse days, where grouse are included as part or the whole day – we do have a very 

good stock. 

 

Return so far up to 6th September 

Hardcastle Moor:  2,000 acres:  4 days, average 96 brace/day:  Ratio young/old 2.27 

Heathfield Moor:  2,000 acres:  4 days, average 98 brace/day:  Ratio young/old 1.95 

 

These ratios show that it was the correct decision to leave a larger stock on Heathfield Moor last season 

compared to previous seasons, whereas Hardcastle Moor with very similar returns had possibly less 

pairs but younger birds.  The aim is to leave a fit young stock on both Moors. 

 

Compared to last season for the first 8 days, 4 on each Moor: 

2012 696 brace average 87 brace/day 

2013  774 brace average 97 brace/day 
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PHEASANT 

The warm conditions brought different problems to the rearing field at Ripley Castle.  Dehydration was 

a problem and as with ourselves when it was really hot they did not want to eat which affected their 

overall condition.  We were able to address this and other problems with antibiotics. 

 

The only major  disaster was one Saturday evening in July when we had the unfortunate combination 

of a firework display at Ripley Castle combined with a violent thunder storm, in short we picked up 

over 900 dead six week old poults which were due to be released the following week.  They just packed 

up and smothered in the space of one hour.  Fortunately we have sufficient other poults to cover this 

loss so we will not run out but it is very disheartening for all concerned. 

 

At Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side George also had problems due to the hot conditions, when the poults 

were released at 7 weeks old they were possibly the best we have ever had.  However when the days 

became really hot some decided to go on “hunger strike”, they wandered around the feeders and 

drinkers but would not eat or drink.  We did lose a few but as at Ripley Castle we have more than 

enough to make up these losses.  

 

PARTRIDGE  

At Ripley Castle we do not particularly like to release our partridge poults whilst the crops are still 

standing as they fly into a crop and cannot find the way back to the feeders.  As on the Moor the crops 

at Ripley Castle are running 2 to 3 weeks late so the partridge poults were a little older when released 

this season.  The good news is that they are in excellent condition at both Ripley Castle and Eagle Hall.  

We experienced this first hand on our first two partridge days at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side.  

 

Over the two days we shot all our main partridge drives.  All performed exceptionally well in quite still 

conditions with Leaper Bank and Water Splash alone I would say equal to if not better than Landslide, 

Vipoints and John’s Quarry.  All in all a very encouraging start to the season. 

  

I am very confident we will experience some testing partridge this season at both Ripley Castle and 

Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side.  

 

DUCK 

We have released a similar number of reared duck at Ripley Castle to previous seasons which are living 

happily with the crop of duck which bred naturally on the lakes.  As with last season I am hopeful this 

combination will produce the challenging birds we experienced last season.  

 

GAME COVER 

90% of our game cover has grown exceptionally well at both Ripley Castle and Eagle Hall & Ashfold 

Side.  We have replanted two areas which I am confident will be ready for the season.  Many of our 

best drives are from game cover and I will take on further areas as these come available.  

 

INFRASTRUCTURE WORK 

Following the prolonged wet conditions last season many of our tracks and car parks were left in a 

sorry condition. My landlords at Hardcastle kindly financed the cost of our amazing new track to the 

Shoot Box.  It may resemble a motorway now but would appreciate it is not treated like one!  It will be 

tempting to increase speed and if anyone ends up in the grip at the side of the track their vehicle will be 

left there until the end of the day.  So please drive slowly. 

 

We have carried out other repair work on both Moors and at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side so everything 

is now back to as normal as it can be on “planet” Greenhow.  
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INFRASTRUCTURE WORK CONTINUED 

At Ripley Castle the car park at Birthwaite was washed away three times last season.  At some 

considerable cost I feel we have now hopefully put this right as you will see.  A number of very wet 

and boggy areas appeared during the season which we have now drained or covered with hardcore.  As 

at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side everything should now be back to normal ready for our new season.  

 

LEAD SHOT – COMPLY OR FACE A TOTAL BAN 

As you are well aware there are moves by some in authority to ban the use of lead shot.  It is already 

banned in the United States of American and in some parts of Europe.  It is very important that we 

abide by the law when shooting duck and geese.  Although the use of lead shot is banned in England 

for shooting wild fowl, a recent survey has shown that up to 70% of wildfowl shot contained lead.  

 

In past seasons many game shoots have taken a soft approach to the lead shot ban and when wild fowl 

came through the line they were shot with whatever was in the gun which was normally lead shot.  If 

this continues and we do not self regulate, the alternative is a total ban on lead shot which may well 

lead to other restrictions and bans on other aspects of our sport.  So it is up to us all to take a 

responsible approach to this problem. 

 

At Ripley Castle we release mallard onto the lake and non toxic cartridges are always available for 

purchase when we shoot a dedicated duck drive. 

 

As David and his team have mastered our vermin, more wild duck have bred and survived successfully 

so the chance of duck on any drive are now quite good.  I therefore strongly suggest that you purchase 

a box or more of non toxic cartridges so you have some with you at all times.  We will always have 

available for purchase on each day Bismuth non toxic cartridges suitable for any English shotgun in 12 

and 20 gauge.  The present cost is £25 for a box of 25 rising to £30 per box once the current stock is 

sold.  

 

It may be a pain but it is up to all of us to stay within the law.  If a duck or goose comes over the line 

we must not even attempt to raise the gun unless you are loaded with non toxic shot.  

 

CLA GAME FAIR: RAGLEY HALL 

It may seem a long time ago when we were struggling around the Game Fair in worse than tropical 

conditions – it certainly was hot” 

 

You may remember I selected names from a ballot of Exclusive Members who then enjoyed a day of 

VIP hospitality.   This was very well received and I would propose doing it again, provided the show is 

less arduous.  If the site at Blenheim next year is thought out as badly as the one this year at Ragley I 

will certainly not be attending and understand quite a few friends share this view.  We must wait and 

see.  

 

JAMES DEDMAN: HIS CONTINUED SUCCESS 

James started shooting with us at Ripley Castle at just twelve years old, only three years ago.  He has 

developed his shooting skills on both driven game and particularly on clays.  On 1st September 2013 he 

won the junior section of the British Open in double trap, he is now number one junior in Great Britain.  

In addition he has secured a place to represent Great Britain in the world championships in Peru in 

September, being the youngest ever to qualify.  

 

I am sure you will all wish him continued success in the future.  Unfortunately you will be unable to 

congratulate him personally as his mother Julie, who has shot with us for the last two seasons, has 

decided they should both try pastures new, so we will not be seeing them on the Shoot this season.  
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TICKS – A WARNING 

In the UK we believe we have no poisonous creatures that can harm us, other than say an adder – how 

wrong this can be. 

 

One of our regular guns, John Samuel was bitten by a tick in his garden at home here in North 

Yorkshire.  He thought nothing of it and flew to Italy on holiday the following day.  On arrival in Italy 

his whole body swelled up, in short he spent 9 days in intensive care in an Italian hospital.  The 

consultant dealing with him reassuringly advised him it would not be fatal in this instance as it had 

been caught just in time!! 

 

The attack turned out to be a type of Lyme disease, the consequence is that he had a large segment of 

skin removed above his knee and felt run down for some weeks afterwards.  You will now be pleased 

to hear he is back to his normal self. 

 

So we must be vigilant.  Although more prevalent on the Moor particularly in bracken, ticks can still be 

found in any part of the countryside and the weather conditions this year have been ideal for them.  

 

If you have a dog regular doses of “Frontline” or similar are advised.  Insect repellent on your clothes 

as well as exposed skin will deter an attack. 

 

BASC have a useful paper on their website “A time bomb that’s ticking – dealing with ticks”. 

 

 

 

REMAINING DAYS  

This season has offered a larger variety of days and target bags than ever before which have been very 

well received.  Although we have had an excellent take up of days, due to a number of days being 

moved around there are still every type of day available. 

 

The enclosed list of available dates is quite different to early season lists so it is worth looking to see if 

some workable dates are now available for you. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Finally I look forward to seeing you again in the new season and thank those of you who have booked 

days so far.  We have started the season with one wet day out of ten.  I prefer all fine days but could 

live with this average!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


