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TREVOR BRIGGS 

 

On Thursday 3rd October 2013, Trevor, one of our beating team at Ripley Castle suffered a severe heart 

attack and died whilst beating on the first drive of the day. 

 

Trevor had been part of our team for some years.  He retired following 25 years service in the West 

Riding of Yorkshire Metropolitan Police Force during which time he received 4 commendations. 

 

His real passion was for Rugby and he played Rugby League for Castleford representing them on a 

number of occasions at Wembley.  More recently he continued to play the game and became a Rugby 

Union coach. 

 

He will be remembered by all of us as a much respected member of our team with a great sense of 

humour. 

 

I would like to dedicate a bench in Trevor’s memory to be placed somewhere on the Shoot.  I would 

therefore be pleased to receive any small donation to help cover the cost of the bench with any surplus 

being passed to his widow Kathleen.  Cheques payable please to “Ripley Sporting Shoot Fund”. 

 

 

 

 

OUR SEASON SO FAR – AND WHAT A SEASON IT HAS TURNED OUT TO BE 

 

GROUSE 

We have had a truly excellent grouse season with our best return since I took both Moors 13 years ago.  

We may still shoot the odd few more grouse but returns so far are: 

Hardcastle Moor: 935 brace 

Heathfield Moor: 665 brace  

Approximately 1,600 brace 

 

Once the season ends I will advise on the final return.  

 

We have left a good healthy stock on both Moors which will put us in a good position for next season.  

However as we all know nothing is certain with grouse and much can happen between now and August 

2014! 

 

 

 
 

 



 

2

PARTRIDGE 

Everything really came together this year.  The conditions during the rearing and release period were ideal with 

much reduced losses on our poults compared to some previous seasons.  
 

At Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side our partridge are always challenging however this season they have been more 

challenging than ever before.  They survived well through the critical release period, with quite a lot of help from 

George and his team, to give us some very fit strong birds.  I think those of you who have experienced them this 

season will agree. 
 

So far we have shot over 28% of birds we released with many more remaining, making each day feel like the start 

of the season! 
 

At Ripley Castle David decided to change our rearing policy this season.  Our partridge are reared in verandahs 

from day old to 10 to 12 weeks before release.  The verandah manufacturer advises up to 400 chicks in each unit.  

Both David and myself feel this is too many so this season we reared only 260 chicks in each unit. 
 

The results have been truly amazing with overall loses from day old to 10 weeks at 2.64%, past seasons could be 

over 10%.   
 

Not only have we had these excellent returns but it has given us the fittest poults we have ever released. 
 

I am sure everyone who has experienced this season’s Ripley Castle partridges will agree. 

 

PHEASANT 

Thanks to the partridge we have not really started on our pheasant yet.  However what we have shot have been 

strong mature birds which have flown well. 
 

All in all I do feel we are about to experience an amazing season. 

 
SHOOT CANCELLATION INSURANCE 

With a severe winter forecast, mind you a mild winter never seems to be forecast!  This may be good news for our 

grouse but not for our shoot days. 
 

It is highly likely that some days may be cancelled particularly at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side so I do feel it would 

be worthwhile considering shoot cancellation insurance.  From past experience the winter conditions start in early 

December, so we are not far away.   
 

Triple Barrelled Cover from GunsOnPegs offers the required cover, so please contact Samson Stieger-White on 

0207 491 1363 or www.gunonpegs.com/shooting_insurance/ripley. 
 

Please note that the Triple Barrelled Shoot Cancellation Insurance offered does not come into effect until 14 days 

after payment.  It also covers your shoot days elsewhere not just those with The Ripley Castle Shoot.  

 
REMAINING DAYS 

I thank those of you who have already booked days and we now have only 7% of the original days offered 

remaining. 
 

I would like to move these as soon as possible so if you have some gaps in your shoot calendar or know of anyone 

who may be interested in joining us could you please put them in touch with me. 
 

A list of our remaining days is attached for your consideration.  

 


