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We continue to experience an exceptional season.  Our grouse may be a distant but very pleasant memory when we 

broke all previous records.  We then started our partridge season which can only be described as magnificent at both 

Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side and Ripley Castle. We are now into December and many of our partridge drives are as if we 

were shooting them for the first time except the birds are much more challenging.  
 

This is best described by an experience my team had at Ripley Castle on Saturday 7th December.    We were just short 

of our target bag of 350 with 344 birds after four drives, so I decided to shoot what I thought would be a small 

partridge only drive to make up the bag.  David was not with me so I am the one responsible for what happened next.  

It is quite a weird feeling putting pheasant and duck out of your mind when there is an abundance of them and to 

concentrate solely on the partridge.  This small drive produced 71 partridge!!  Another great day at Ripley Castle. 
 

We are now into our pheasant which are equally as challenging as the partridge. 
 

Although George and David may not totally agree, I feel we have more birds than ever before on the ground at this 

stage of our season.  So with only six weeks remaining we need to reduce the numbers.  I have therefore decided to 

include two more days and increase the target bag on some days where no guns have been taken.  For our other days, 

as always we will aim to shoot over the target bag on each day if the weather allows. We will know how much over in 

six weeks time!  All we need now is some cold weather to bring more birds into the drives. 
 

For those of you who have shot with us this season I hope you have enjoyed your days and for those of you who have 

not, now is the time to think about late December/January birds.  I am pleased to attach a list of available dates which 

offers a very good variety of shooting at both Ripley Castle and Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side.  There are quite a number 

of opportunities not on any previous lists.  
 

Some of the available days fall over the Christmas and early New Year period when my office is closed from midday 

on Thursday 19th December to re-opening on Thursday 2nd January 2014.   However I am more than happy for you to 

contact me at home on 01765 677343 - even Christmas Day!  You can always leave a message on my voicemail if I am 

out.  You can also try my mobile 07774 271781 but unfortunately the reception is poor at home.  
 

It may seem very early to plan next season, however as I am experiencing an unprecedented demand for days, if you 

would like to take a full day on either Shoot, I need to know as soon as ever possible.  Once I have the full days in 

place I will send the Shoot Calendar out to everyone, which should be mid January 2014.  
 

I am also pleased to advise I have decided that there will be no increase in shoot fees in the new season. 
 

Finally on a personal note; I am pleased to advise that I have sold my Hardwood Importing Company to a good friend 

in the Hardwood industry with the sawmill site also being sold for residential development.  So the inevitable 

consequence is that George, David and their teams will be seeing more of me.  Not sure if they are looking forward to 

this!! 
 

I will be at my present office for another twelve months with Lynda as your contact if I am unavailable.  
 

I do thank you all for your support without which we would not have the excellent Shoot we have today. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Have a great Christmas and New Year 


