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PROPOSALS FOR OUR SEASO� 2010 - 2011 
 

I appreciate it is quite some time before next season, however compared to this time last year an 

increasing number of Members and potential new Members are requesting details of the new season’s 

shoot calendar so I am pleased to detail my proposals for our  2010 – 2011 season. 

 

This season has been our best ever in many ways at both Ripley Castle and Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side.  I 

do have special thanks for everyone who has taken days, as we were for the first time ever, sold out by 

mid December and could have sold many of our January days a number of times over. 

 

In theory if everyone takes a similar number of days in the new season we should be sold out by the end of 

February!!  I do appreciate this is wishful thinking but please do try not to take too long to consider your 

preferred days for the new season. 

 

I will be producing a colour “Shoot Introduction” during early Spring 2010 which will give my proposals 

in more detail.  However the following are briefly what I propose: 

 

 

RIPLEY CASTLE 
Since David took over as Head Keeper four years ago he has made a significant number of changes and 

improvements, particularly with regard to our strain of pheasant and their diet from day old through to 

mature birds.  The Bezante strain of pheasant fed on a diet of crushed maize and wheat has certainly taken 

the overall quality and height of the birds presented to the guns to a new level. 

 

The same also applies to our partridge.  I personally feel having both partridge and pheasant on most 

drives throughout the season certainly adds to the enjoyment of the day.  We have had more than enough 

partridge over the guns throughout the season with some days even in January having over 75 in the bag. 

 

We will be releasing a similar number of pheasant and partridge in the new season, however I propose a 

further reduction in the number of duck released mainly due to the ever increasing amount of wild stock. 

 

I propose keeping the shoot fees for all our 250, 300 and 350 bird Members and Exclusive days the same 

as last season.  The only additional cost will be a “Shoot Fund” premium which I have detailed later in 

this Newsletter.  

 

Our Keepers Days run by David have been a great success and I propose bags on these days of 100 and 

200 birds, there will also be a small increase in the shoot fees on these days. 

 

For the new season I have agreed some additional areas of game cover which can only improve our drives 

even further. 
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A number of Members have commented that the improved quality of the birds presented to our guns is 

equally as good as those at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side on an increasing number of drives.  This is best 

illustrated by the bird/shot average since David took over as Head Keeper: 

 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

September 2.55 2.75 3.08 3.33 3.38 

October 2.88 2.83 3.13 3.48 3.65 

November 3.22 3.28 3.53 3.64 3.77 

December 3.47 3.49 3.52 3.41 4.08 

January 3.78 3.79 3.81 4.19 4.23 

  

These returns have been produced when I feel the overall performance of the guns has also improved! 
 

I am very confident that David, Robert, Matt and Patrick will give us as good if not a better season in 

2010 – 2011.  
 

 

 

HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS A�D EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 
As in the past George, John, Chris and our team of beaters and pickers up never let us down this season 

and came up with the goods often in extremely difficult weather conditions.  However we did lose 3 days 

when conditions became too dangerous for both the beaters and guns due to ice and snow.  I feel this is a 

good result considering the conditions we all experienced during late December and most of January.  
 

Releasing and rearing birds to maturity at 1,000 feet above sea level is by no means an easy task.  The 

weather is possibly our main enemy and although it was kind to us when we released our pheasant it 

certainly reminded us of who is in control when we released our partridge.  Although an improvement on 

the previous season we did experience some unwelcome losses with our partridge poults soon after 

release. 
 

Overall we have experienced another quality season with our only problem being the snow over the 

Christmas/New Year holiday and into January.  We must however remember my main reason for having 

the shoot at Pateley Bridge is the grouse on Hardcastle & Heathfield Moors.   
 

In order to put as much effort as possible into the Moors and the production of our grouse, I have decided 

to cut back on our pheasant and partridge days.  George will be working full time on the Moors and John 

and Chris being responsible for the partridge and pheasant, as well as working part of their time on the 

Moors.  
 

Unfortunately and I appreciate this will disappoint some Members as I have decided not to run any 

Keepers Days at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side this season.  This will reduce the number of birds released 

into our smaller drives and in some we will be not be releasing any.  This will then enable John and Chris 

to concentrate on our main drives with our 200, 250 and 300 bird days being unaffected.  Although 

George will not be keepering the partridge and pheasant he will be running every shoot day. 
 

There will also be an increased benefit from fewer days with far less overall disturbance to the birds which 

I know from experience at Ripley Castle will certainly improve the overall quality of each drive. 
 

There will be a slight reduction on the number of birds released but this will not affect the number of birds 

presented to the guns in any way. 
 

The Shoot fees for all our Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side days will remain as the current season. 
 

I am very confident the high quality of birds presented to us will continue and even improve, if that were 

possible, in the new season.  
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HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS 
We experienced another disappointing year on our grouse due mainly to the increasing problem with 

worm brought about by the extremely wet conditions.  That said the considerable and prolonged period of 

snow covering the Moors over late December and most of January can only bode well for the future. 

 

Due to careful burning over the last few years George has the heather on both Moors in tip top condition 

and ideal for producing grouse.  Although our stock of birds is at a low level, it is a young fit stock and 

should breed well this spring.  As in the last few season’s we will be using medicated grit on both Moors 

which will hopefully keep the worm moving! 

 

As always I am the eternal optimist so have included a number of grouse days in our shoot calendar.  

However there is definitely no certainty that we will be shooting any of these days, but if you would like 

to reserve any guns I will not be asking for any payment until I am certain we have the birds.  

 

With George full time and John and Chris sharing work on the moors I feel we are doing everything 

possible to bring our stock back to a shootable level.  We must now wait and see what surprises the spring 

and summer have for us.  

 

 

SHOOT FU�D 
The prolonged dry periods followed by constant rain and then snow and ice shows our climate certainly 

seems to be changing, which increases the possibility of the cancellation of Shoot Days.  Shoot 

Cancellation Insurance is available to all Ripley Castle Shoot Members through Robins Row Insurance 

Brokers and detailed in our “Shoot Introduction” 

 

In addition to this conventional form of Shoot Cancellation Insurance I have established “The Ripley 

Castle Shoot Fund” which I refer to as “The Fund”.  The main difference between our “Fund” and 

Cancellation Insurance is that “The Fund” if not claimed goes back to some Members in the form of Shoot 

Days, so the benefit is purely for the Members of The Ripley Castle Shoot.  

 

The main points of “The Fund” are as follows: 

 

• A Shoot Fund fee of £25 per gun per day will be added to all Shoot Fees (£10 per 100 bird 

Keepers Days). 

 

• The total value of “The Fund” in a season, if all days are sold will be approximately £25,000. 

 

• The criteria for a claim is if a day is planned and due to circumstances beyond even my control 

i.e. mist, wind, ice, snow or generally poor weather conditions making it dangerous for either 

the beaters or the guns.  If cancelled on the day, or before due to predicted weather conditions, a 

claim for the full shoot fee including VAT can be made from “The Fund”. 

 

• In the event of our losing one or more drives on a day due to the weather which affects the 

overall bag a pro rata claim may be made.  If however the bag is reached by reducing the 

number of drives, no claim may be made. 

 

• No refunds will be made until the end of the season when the number of cancelled days is 

known.  “The Fund” will be distributed in the form of credit notes to be used against days in the 

following season, the claims will be credited pro rata to the cost of the day(s) lost. 

 

• The total amount credited cannot be in excess of the value of “The Fund” for the season.  
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Here we come to the interesting bit! 

 

• If no claims are made or there is sufficient remaining in the fund to cover the cost of one or 

more shoot days if a claim has been made, I would purchase one or two 9 gun days in the 

following season.  I would take and pay for the 9
th
 gun with the names of the remaining 8 guns 

on each day drawn at the Annual Shoot Dinner in February.  Entered into this draw would be a 

ticket for each gun sold throughout the season where the Fund Fee has been paid, for example if 

someone takes 9 guns on a day their name will be entered into the draw 9 times etc.  The day or 

days purchased are more than likely to be grouse.  

 

 

• If there is only a small balance once claims are made or a shoot day has been paid for, this 

balance will be carried forward to the following season’s “Fund”. 

 

 

• I would remind everyone that the Shoot will not refund any cancelled Shoot Days outside this or 

any other Shoot Cancellation Fund. 

 

 

SHOOT FEES 
I am pleased to enclose details of the Shoot Fees for the new season.  Most fees remain as our previous 

season plus an additional £25 for each day for the Shoot “Fund”. 

 

 

SHOOT DATES FOR MEMBERS A�D EXCLUSIVE DAYS 
I enclose a list of Shoot dates and as you will see there is a very good variety of days available to choose 

from.  

 

If you would like to take a day exclusive to yourself to entertain your friends or clients, any day where no 

guns have been taken can be tailored to suit you, i.e. bag size, type of drives etc.  However as soon as a 

gun is sold on any day it becomes a Members Day, so if you require an Exclusive Day a reply by return 

would be appreciated. 

 

 

E�GAGEME�T 
I like to keep the best news until last.  I am delighted to advise that David Cockshott our Head Keeper at 

Ripley Castle has become engaged to Alice Tarran. 

 

Many of you will have met Alice when she has been picking up or beating on a shoot day.  Alice is a keen 

horsewoman but has recently taken up dog training and has broken the Cockshott tradition of Spaniels 

only.  David’s four Spaniels, Bruce, Willis, Tyler and new arrival Judy are joined by two proper guns 

dogs, Black Labradors Archie and Lexi. 

 

I am sure we all wish them both every success and happiness for the future and I am confident David and 

Alice will prove to be an excellent team.  Alice will be assisting David and his team on the rearing field 

this season.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

I do hope you have enjoyed your season and would really appreciate knowing your preferred dates for the 

new season as soon as possible.  

 


