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NEWSLETTER No. 2 : 2011 – 2012  
 

At long last our cold hard winter seems to be over.  All five months of it and it took some time to make its 

mind up when to finish!!  All we need now is a reasonably dry period to access the land for our wild bird 

cover work and more importantly to fend off a worm attack on our grouse before and during the nesting 

season.  

 

 

RETURN FOR 2010 – 2011  
I am pleased to give details of our return on the birds released last season together with previous seasons for 

comparison: 

 

RIPLEY CASTLE 
 

 Pheasant Partridge Duck Overall 

2008 51.62% 31.43% 69.56% 44.40% 

2009 50.44% 21.55% 97.50% 39.64% 

2010 47.71% 35.96% 70.19% 44.57% 

2011  45.81% 31.67% 88.10% 41.97% 

4 year average 48.73% 30.15% 81.34% 42.64% 

 
EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 
 

 Pheasant Partridge Overall 

2008 53.27% 52.38% 52.78% 

2009 51.70% 34.79% 43.10% 

2010 57.60% 33.30% 46.60% 

2011  48.06% 35.93% 42.59% 

4 year average 52.66% 39.10% 46.59% 

 

Considering the winter of 2010 – 2011 was the worst I have experienced in my sixteen years of running the 

Shoot, I do feel these returns are a real credit to George and David and their team of Keepers, beaters and 

pickers up. 

 

 

RIPLEY CASTLE: 2011 – 2012  
As we have no major capital projects, David and his team have had a concentrated effort on vermin.  Our 

crow catchers have performed well with many corvids accounted for which can only help our wild birds 

during the nesting season. 

 

We have also had a concentrated attack with poison on our rats, which has been so successful it is not worth 

going lamping at night, which is a little disappointing to me as this is a great experience. 

 
 
 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



REARING FIELD  
Following the harsh winter, one of my main concerns at the end of last season was the condition of our 

pheasants and their actual suitability for laying.  I therefore decided not to catch up for our laying pens but 

this year to buy in good quality eggs produced at a hatchery from over wintered captive birds.  We did still 

catch up and moved some into a local hatchery whilst at the same time disposing of a number of birds which 

were in poor condition.  The amount of birds now remaining on the ground may be lower than normal, but 

what remain are in ideal condition for breeding.  This reduction in wild stock will also rest the ground ready 

for the release of our poults in July.  All our birds are reared to be “athletes” which is only possible from 

quality chicks and fit birds at nesting time.  
 

I propose rearing from day olds a similar number of pheasant and partridge to previous seasons and staying 

with the three strains which have proved to work for us in the past, Bezante, Pheasante and Manchunians 

plus a few Melanistic.  Our first pheasant eggs arrived on 6th April and first partridge poults on 25th April.  
 

As I understand it is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act to release non indigenous species, i.e. 

Wild Black Turkeys, Reeves Pheasants and Guinea Fowl, what Turkeys we have left have been rounded up 

and Robert has them as pets in one pen – they are still black but not wild!  We have caught up the Reeves 

pheasants and these have been sold to a dealer in exotic game.  With regard to our Guinea Fowl, I am 

surprised these are still with us as they were released as guard birds for the various pheasant pens four years 

ago and earlier.  We will let them die gracefully from old age. 
 

I cannot have anyone thinking that there is nothing on the Shoot which will not produce a fine, so there will 

be a few legal surprises for you in the new season, you will have to wait and see. 
 

Remind me to tell you about George the cock pheasant who has been adopted by Sir Thomas and Lady 

Ingilby and their staff.  George is fed by the kitchen each morning and struts around the grounds of Ripley 

Castle letting everyone know it is his personal domain!  We must now see how many ladies he attracts.  
 

 

WILD BIRD COVER 
We would not have the quality of sporting birds we have now come to expect without our wild bird cover.  

Unfortunately last winter’s snow flattened many of our crops rendering them pretty useless in December and 

January.  However our Maize mix stood up and held the birds well.  With this in mind the amount of Maize 

mix in our wild bird cover will be increased this season.  This will be of particular help in holding our 

partridge which as you will see from the returns were down last season.  The number of partridge now 

remaining on the ground is higher than ever before so hopefully the increase in Maize will help to hold them.  
 

We have a new experiment at Cayton which will be the largest single area of wild bird cover we have ever 

had.  Cayton 1 will be down to grass with our new Cayton II in a block of eighteen acres of elevated ground 

which should be fairly spectacular. 
 

 

NEW PURCHASES 
Dear Flo our short wheeled base Land Rover Station Wagon used for transporting guns around the Shoot is 

becoming a little tired.  She will now be used by Debbie at Eagle Hall to help in stocking the Shoot Box, 

more on this later.  In her place I have bought a practically new long wheeled base Land Rover Station 

Wagon, which is a seven seater vehicle and more ideal for transporting guests on a shoot day.  This new 

vehicle, which is yet to be named, can be hired on the same basis as Flo, i.e. £50 for the day to cover vehicle 

and driver plus £10 per person to Pam Roberts, PPR Brain Tumour Research charity.  Tassa or Ruth will be 

the drivers, who will also look after any gun in the field for an additional consideration. 
 

This service is ideal for guns who travel to the Shoot by car, however it is only available by prior 

arrangement, so please book now if you would like the use of our new vehicle. 

 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE: 2011 – 2012  
It took quite some time for the freezing conditions to finally go, so not much trapping took place in February, 

however since the warmer weather has arrived trapping has been possible and there are now a considerable 

number less stoats and other vermin on the ground than before. 

 

We have caught up and cleared many areas near to the Moor of all birds except our grouse and there are still 

plenty of pheasant on the lower ground which will hopefully give us some wild stock. 

 

We have acquired a further nine acre area for game cover near to the quarry which should give us an 

additional drive similar to Greenhow Village (John’s quarry), it will mainly hold partridge.  

 

 

HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS: 2011 -2012  
George and his team have had a successful burning season which can only improve our prospects for the 

future.  They have also distributed over three hundred medicated grit boxes with a view to a further three 

hundred when time allows.  These boxes have two compartments with a flip over lid.  One side contains a 

new medicated grit which is taken by the birds out of season.  Then prior to the season the medicated grit is 

covered by the lid leaving only unmedicated grit available to the birds.  This way the medication does not 

enter the human food chain.  
 

Now we come to the best news for quite some time: 
 

For the first time ever a pair count was carried out in March by Craig Jones of The Game and Wildlife 

Conservation Trust using Pointers, his estimate across both Moors is 867 pairs.  To use Craig’s words, if 

each pair survives and produces around four to six young we are going to have a very good season.  If he is 

correct and the medicated grit keeps the worm burden low, my forecast for 50 and 80 brace days may be a 

little low, with some days possibly now up to 100 brace. 
 

Craig will carry out a head count in July when we will have a much clearer idea for our season.  However as 

always with grouse anything can happen, we must now wait and see.  There is also one other problem – we 

will need to perform well to shoot some of the fastest and most challenging grouse you may ever experience!  

 

 

SHOOT BOX AND LUNCHES ON HARDCASTLE MOOR 
Our eccentric bar steward, Eric Walker has decided to retire and I am sure we will all miss him in our own 

way.  For the new season Debbie Clayton assisted by John, Chris and Peter will look after the Shoot Box, 

with Vicky and Duncan Finch of Advent Catering providing the bacon buns at the start of each day and the 

barbeques which will be as we have experienced in the past, plus a few extra treats.  We will take our lunches 

in the Shoot Box on Hardcastle Moor until mid November or until the snow prevents access, which it did last 

season one week after our last lunch in the Shoot Box. 

 

 

LADIES DAYS 
Following the success of our Ladies Days last season, I have planned six days which will be exclusive to 

Ladies shooting.  As these days will be very much planned around Ladies shooting requirements, with pink 

champagne only and husbands, partners, friends or loaders looking after them.  I have carried out a “risk 

assessment” on behalf of all the men present and in order to avoid continuous exposure to high levels of 

noise throughout the day both during and between the drives, Ladies will dine together with men taking a 

quiet luncheon elsewhere!! 

 

There are plenty of guns available which are detailed on the enclosed list, or please phone if you require 

more details of the days.  

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



 
 

WWW.RIPLEYCASTLESHOOT.COM 
 

At last our website is now up and running.  You now have access to over 120 pages of information which I 

do hope you will find useful.  Many refer to general information on driven shooting and not just The Ripley 

Castle Shoot. 

 

One of the main purposes of our website is to give a daily update on the availability of shoot days, which also 

now enables me to offer a new service to everyone booking days with the Shoot.  I appreciate booking days 

well in advance of the season can be a problem due to our busy lives and there can be a reluctance to do this.  

 

In order to assist with this problem, in the event of your wishing to cancel a day you have already booked, 

providing I am given a minimum of 21 days notice, the day may be cancelled and either another day chosen 

or a full refund given.  This applies to bookings of up to two guns on any one day.  Should you wish to 

cancel three guns or more on any one day, this may be possible depending on the time of the season, could 

you please discuss this with me, as provided I am given sufficient notice this should be possible. 

 

The website also includes a page for “Last Minute Availability” which can be used when a day comes 

available at short notice.  Just phone or e-mail my secretary Lynda on 01423 320208 or 

info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk and the day will be immediately included on our site. 

 

I hope by having the availability of days at our finger tips, this new service will help everyone and also give 

guns the confidence to book days well in advance. 

 

As most of you know I am not the most competent when it comes to “cyber space”, so you may see obvious 

mistakes or where the website can be improved.  Please do not hesitate to let me have your comments and I 

will try not to be offended!! 

 

In order to give you an insight to the information available on the site, which will be constantly upgraded and 

changed as necessary, I am pleased to detail the page titles: 

 



DETAILS OF WEBSITE PAGES  
 
LAST MINUTE AVAILABILITY EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE DATES Members Days Last Minute Checklist 

BOOKING DAYS Keepers Days Members Not Shooting 

SHOOT FEES Exclusive Days Mobile Phones 

PAYMENT OF SHOOT FEES McRipley Days  Novice Guns 

MEETING PLACES Walked Up Moorland Edge Days Overages 

NEWSLETTERS Refreshments and Luncheon Personal Shoot Calendar 

ACCOMMODATION Duck Flighting Picking Up and Dogs 

PERSONAL LIABILITY  The Land Refreshments and Meals 

     INSURANCE The Birds Shotgun Certificates & Permits 

SHOOT FUND : Bird/Shot Averages Sweep 

     CANCELLATION FUND The Keepers Visitors Shotgun Permits 

SHOOT CANCELLATION   Washing Vehicles and Dogs 

     INSURANCE  Young People and Shotguns  

FIELDSPORTS CLUB HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS Acknowledgements 

VIDEOS Hardcastle Moor  

PHOTO GALLERY Heathfield Moor  

 Order Of The Day USEFUL INFORMATION 

 Refreshments and Luncheon Agri Cycle 

HOME The Grouse Argo Vehicle 

 Gun Safety : Grouse Shooting BASC (British Association For Shooting & Conservation) 

OUR PHILOSOPHY Grouse : You Must Be Optimistic Bullshot Recipe 

Introduction Grouse : Exclusive Days Boots 

The Day and Gun Safety  Car Boot Chests 

Shoot Membership  Catering 

Expectations PHOTO GALLERY Clay Pigeon Practice and Tuition 

New to Game Shooting?  The Campaign for Shooting 

Personal Insurance IN THE PRESS CLA (Country Land And Business Association) 

Cancellation Insurance  Coffee Table Books 

The Shoot Fund NEWSLETTERS Countryside Alliance 

Booking and Fees  CPSA (Clay Pigeon Shooters Association) 

  Four Wheel Drive Hire 

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION Gaiters 

THE RIPLEY CASTLE SHOOT Cancellation GWCT (Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust) 

Members Days Cartridges Gun Cleaning 

Keepers Days Directions and Meeting Places Gunsmiths and Gunshops 

Exclusive Days Dogs GunsOnPegs 

McRipley Days Double Guns Helicopter Landing 

Ladies Days Dressed Game Javan Liam Photography 

Christmas Party McRipley Falling Birds Leather Repairs 

End of Season McRipley Fieldsports Club NGO (National Gamekeepers Organisation) 

End of Season Party Day Four Wheel Drive Vehicles Shooting Accessories 

Duck Flighting Game License Shooting Suits 

The Land Game and Deer Open Seasons Sloe Gin 

Wild Bird Cover Guests – Shooting and Non Shooting Taxidermy 

The Birds Health and Safety Policy Wellie Washer 

Bird/Shot Averages Insurance  

The Keepers Instructors and Loaders CONTACT 

 
 

Our website was produced by Bass Stewart of Onyx Computer Services Ltd:  

Tel: 08450 669 993 or 01347 878 069 Mobile: 07785 713050 E-mail: bass.stewart@onyxweb.co.uk 



SHOOT DINNER: 2010 – 2011  
We experienced another excellent evening with ninety nine Members and guests.  The only problem I had 

was moving everyone out of the dining area at the end of the Dinner to either the Casino or Disco as they 

were all having such a great time.  One of the highlights of the evening was the draw for nine guns on 

Heathfield Moor on Tuesday 23rd August 2011. 

 

This was made possible due to a surplus in our Shoot Fund established to cover cancelled days.  The names 

were drawn in the following order; Julian Rooney, Sir Thomas Ingilby, Edmund Kingston, Gary Marshall, 

Adrian Gibson, Frank Matthews, Andrew Stringer, Richard Smith and Andrew Dick.  As Andrew Dick will 

be away on holiday on this day I have purchase his gun from him.  It will be the first time through Heathfield 

Moor this season so we must wait and see. 

 

SHOOT DINNER: 2011 – 2012  
This has been arranged for Saturday 11th February 2012, so please make a date in your diary. 

 

CHARITY FUND  
Yet again everyone has been very generous with a total of £6,690 raised from our daily sweep and various 

fines imposed on guns over the season plus a further £1,530 raised from the competitions at the shoot Dinner.  

A record total of £8,220 was distributed to various charities and appeals, some this month and some on the 

shoot days.  You will see from the list of recipients an increased number have benefited compared to 

previous seasons.  When we have had full teams I have encouraged them to hold a sweep with the benefits to 

their favourite charity or worthy cause. 

 

Spiders Appeal: 

Barry Atkinson and his dog Spider hope to visit 1,000 shoots to raise £1 Million 

for the National Gamekeepers Association and Cancer Research UK:  £350.00 
 

Army Benevolent Fund: £90.00 
 

British Heart Foundation; £80.00 
 

The Percy Park, Whitley Bay, Rugby Club for under 8 year olds: £100.00 
 

Variety Club of Great Britain: £90.00 
 

Pam Roberts aims to raise £1 Million through the PPR Foundation 

for Brain Tumour research: £1,700.00 
 

Richard Jackson aims to raise £1 Million for a number of charities by running 

in the London Marathon this year: £1,700.00 
 

Gamekeepers Welfare Network Fund: £1,000.00 
 

The Countryside Alliance Campaign for Shooting: £1,000.00 
 

The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust: £2,110.00 

 ------------ 

Total £8,220.00 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their generosity throughout the season and at the Dinner which I know is 

much appreciated by all the recipients of our funds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



CHARITY CLAY DAYS  
We are very fortunate to have two excellent venues for Charity Clay Days this summer: 

 

Yorkshire Charity Clay Days: Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th May 2011 held this year in the grounds of Castle 

Howard.  Contact C. Richard Jackson on 01423 520232. 

 

Army Benevolent Fund – The Soldiers Charity; Saturday 18th June 2011 

This will beheld at Thixendale near York.  Contact John Golding; 01756 752350 or 07836 246409 

 

These two venues offer some testing sporting clay shooting followed by an excellent lunch and auction with all the 

proceeds going to each very worthwhile charity.  On each day the teams are made up of four guns and four loaders.  If 

you would like to take a team please contact either Richard, John or myself and forms will be sent to you.   

 
RIPLEY CASTLE SHOOT: EXCLUSIVE CLAY DAY: SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2011  
With all these Clay Days taking place, I thought why don’t we have our own Exclusive Clay Day to start our season.  

So in place or our early Novice and Practice partridge days I have decided to arrange our very own Clay Day which 

will be held in the park at Ripley Castle.  It will be a very informal day for teams of four guns.  We will shoot in the 

morning and take a barbeque lunch once the shooting is over.  This will give us all the opportunity to get our eye in 

before the main part of the season starts.  The day will be open to Shoot Members and particularly new Members, full 

time and part time daily staff and Landlords.  Entry forms will be sent out with the final invoice in August.  This is 

something I have never tried before and am still working on the costings. 

 

What I can guarantee is that it will certainly be a real fun day to get our season off to a flying start! 

 
CLA GAME FAIR: BLENHEIM PALACE NEAR OXFORD 

FRIDAY 22ND TO SUNDAY 24TH JULY 2011  
I have decided to take a “pod” on the GunsOnPegs stand at this year’s CLA Game Fair.  The stand number has not yet 

been allocated but it will overlook the main ring near to Gunmakers Row and a pay bar will be available.  We will be 

one of around twenty Shoots being promoted on their stand.  It is an opportunity to promote the Shoot and hopefully 

move any days remaining at that time. 

 

If you are attending the CLA Game Fair and would like to have a sit down and man the “Pod” for an hour or so I will 

buy you a drink!  Please let me know as this would give me a chance to look around the Game Fair and would be much 

appreciated. 

 
WHERE WE MEET ON A SHOOT DAY 
I will issue a leaflet detailing our various meeting places with the final invoices in August. 

 
SHOOT FEES  
I would like to thank those of you who have not only booked your days but also paid your initial fee.  I now enclose a 

further invoice to cover the second instalment of your fees.  There are only a few invoices remaining unpaid and I 

enclose copies and would appreciate your assistance in paying these as soon as possible. 

 
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE ALREADY BOOKED DAYS 

ANALYSIS OF YOUR SHOT DATES, MEETING PLACES AND VENUES 
I also enclose an analysis of your dates, meeting places and venues which I would appreciate your checking, just to be 

doubly certain I have the dates and venues you think you have booked!! 

 
NEW MEMBERS 
As always we welcome new Members so if you know of any like minded sporting shots who may be looking for some 

testing birds in good company, please let me know or ask them to contact me. 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



SHOOT BROCHURE 
Although our website will in the main replace our current Shoot Brochure.  As there are thankfully still a few 

“dinosaurs” left like myself who like to sit down and read a hard copy brochure I am producing a pictorial guide to the 

Shoot which will be available at the CLA Game Fair in July and sent out to everyone with my August Newsletter.  

 

REMAINING DATES 
Although we have had an excellent take up of days there is still a good variety available together with some which 

have only now come available and have not been included in previous lists.  There are still a few days at both Ripley 

Castle and Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side where no guns have been taken up, so are available as an Exclusive Day for full 

teams, these are ideal for Roving Syndicates or for Corporate Entertainment. 
 

Please have a good look through the enclosed list to see if any of these new dates may suit you.  Our available dates 

can also be accessed on our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com or via the GunsOnPegs website at 

www.GunsOnPegs.com 

 

THE SHOOT FUND AND SHOOT CANCELLATION INSURANCE  
As I feel this is something very important to anyone shooting with The Ripley Castle Shoot I am pleased to 

detail the benefits of this fund: 
 

In addition to conventional Shoot Cancellation Insurance I have established “The Ripley Castle Shoot Fund” which I 

refer to as “The Shoot Fund”.  The main difference between our “Shoot Fund” and Cancellation Insurance is that “The 

Shoot Fund” if not claimed goes back to Members in the form of Shoot Days, so the benefit is purely for the Members 

of The Ripley Castle Shoot.  The main points of “The Shoot Fund” are as follows: 
 

• A Shoot Fund fee of £25 per gun per day is included in all Shoot Fees (£10 per 100 bird Keepers Days). 

• The total value of “The Shoot Fund” in a season, if all days are sold will be approximately £28,000 to £30,000.  

• The criteria for a claim is if a day is planned and due to circumstances beyond even my control i.e. mist, wind, ice, 

snow or generally poor weather conditions making it dangerous for either the beaters or the guns.  If cancelled on 

the day, or before due to predicted weather conditions, a claim for the full shoot fee including VAT can be made 

from “The Shoot Fund”. 

• Days will be credited as they are cancelled, with alternative days offered if available in the remaining part of the 

season.  The total amount credited cannot be in excess of the value of “The Shoot Fund” for the season.  Should 

more days be cancelled than the value of the “Shoot Fund” it may be prudent to also consider conventional Shoot 

Cancellation Insurance which is detailed on our website.  
 

        NOW WE COME TO THE INTERESTING BIT! 
 

• If no claims are made and there is sufficient remaining in the fund to cover the cost of one or more shoot days, 

even if a claim has been made.  I would arrange shoot days either on our Shoot or elsewhere.  

• Providing there are funds available at the end of the season, everyone who has purchased days on the Shoot in the 

season will be entered into a draw (one name for each gun on each day).  The draw will take place at our Annual 

Dinner in February; there would be no restriction on the number of guns any one person can win, this way the 

degree of support anyone has given to the Shoot is justly rewarded. 

• Should there be a balance in the Shoot Fund this would be carried forward to the following season and the Shoot 

will not refund any cancelled Shoot Days outside this or any other Shoot Cancellation Fund 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Two things to remember before the season starts:  Please do not buy any cartridges with plastic wads as I do not want 

our shoot littering with these.  Please also ensure that you have the required personal liability insurance of a minimum 

£10 M cover in place before the start of the season.  This will apply no matter where you shoot throughout the UK. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Although there are only four months before the start of the new season, there is much to do to ensure our high 

standards are maintained and we all experience the type of season we have all come to expect with The Ripley Castle 

Shoot. 
 

I trust you will all summer well in readiness for another enjoyable shooting season.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 Frank Boddy 

  Office: 01423 320208 Fax:  01423 324334 E-mail:  info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk 

 Home: 01765 677343 Mobile: 07774 271781 Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com  


