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At last our long, cold and wet winter now seems to be over.  Spring is with us but there is still a chill in the air.  

However the rain has now stopped and the ground is starting to dry out so at last we can access and work the land for 

our wild bird cover.  There is plenty happening and I am pleased to give an update on our progress. 

 

RETUR�S FOR 2009 – 2010  
I thought you may be interested to see our returns for last season together with previous seasons for comparison, which 

are excellent when one considers the extreme weather conditions we experienced: 

 

Ripley Castle 

 Pheasant Partridge Duck Overall 

2008 51.62% 31.43% 69.56% 44.40% 

2009 50.44% 21.55% 97.50% 39.64% 

2010 47.71% 35.96% 70.19% 44.57% 

3 Year Ave. 49.92% 29.66% 79.08% 42.87% 
 

Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side 

 Pheasant Partridge Overall 

2008 53.27% 52.38% 52.78% 

2009 51.70% 34.79% 43.61% 

2010 57.60% 33.30% 46.60% 

3 Year Ave. 54.19% 40.16% 47.66% 

 

These results are a credit to our Keepers, beaters and pickers up and I am sure we would all be more than happy if they 

could be repeated in future seasons.  

 

RIPLEY CASTLE 
Unlike all our previous seasons, this Spring we do not have any large projects to complete before our chicks start to 

arrive.  So at last David and his team have been able to carry out a concentrated attack on our vermin with considerable 

success, particularly with regard to mink, foxes and corvids.  However you never clear everything and we still have a 

number of foxes turning up. 
 

It is hard to believe that following such an excellent season that we were left with more birds on the ground than ever 

before.  In all we have caught up 1,500 pheasants for our own laying field and other game farms and we still have more 

than enough pheasants and partridge in every hedge back and field, which should hopefully produce some wild stock,  

So hopefully we will have plenty to start the new season, even without the poults we are releasing.  

 

WILD BIRD COVER 
I put much of our success in the improved flying quality of our birds down to the positioning and types of wild bird 

cover David has introduced in the last few seasons.  
 

I am pleased to advise we have increased our wild bird cover for the new season by a further 30 acres of very 

strategically positioned cover.  We now have approximately 280 acres of wild bird cover plus a further 100 acres of 

ground left to grow wild included in the area of approximately 7,000 acres we shoot over at Ripley Castle and 

surrounding areas.  I have been trying to secure these new areas for some time and I know these additions will give us 

even more testing birds for the new season. 
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REARI�G FIELD 
We have increased our rearing capacity slightly in order to rear 6,000 pheasants for George at Eagle Hall compared to 

5,000 last season, with the remainder of his birds being bought in as poults.  We set the first batch of our pheasant eggs 

in the incubator on 14th April which will have hatched by the time you receive this Newsletter and our first partridge 

chicks arrived on 26th April.  So we could confidently say the new season in now underway. 

 

�EW PURCHASES 
We have purchased a new purpose built game cart and an additional Kubota to pull it.  As I thought our marquee was 

showing signs of wear I have a new one on order. 

 

EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 
It took quite some time for the snow to clear but at last George and his team have been able to carry out a concentrated 

attack on the vermin.  This has been very successful with plenty accounted for.  We have caught up and cleared the 

pheasant and partridge from the moorland edges with 500 pheasants sent to our game rearers as laying birds.  There are 

still plenty of birds left on the lower ground which will hopefully give us some wild stock. 
 

As at Ripley Castle our wild bird cover gives our best birds and again this season George will be experimenting with 

some new crops in order to improve the quality of our birds even further, if this were possible!   

 

HARDCASTLE A�D HEATHFIELD MOORS 
George and his team had a very successful burning season which can only improve our prospects for the future.  We 

have also distributed medicated grit over both Moors which will hopefully help our birds through the breeding season 

and keep the dreaded worm at bay. 
 

Following the snow our grouse have returned and we feel we have a slightly larger stock compared to last season.  

What we have are in excellent condition so we must now wait and see what the nesting season produces. 

 

SHOOT DI��ER 2010  
We had another excellent evening with over 100 Members and guests.  For the first time we had a “Disco” as well as a 

“Casino”, both went very well indeed and I plan to repeat this next year.  I would always welcome any suggestions and 

ideas which could be included at next season’s dinner. 

 

SHOOT DI��ER 2011  
This has been arranged for Saturday 12th February 2011 at Ripley Castle, so please make a note in your diary. 

 

CHARITY FU�D 
Yet again everyone has been very generous with a total of £6,600 raised from our daily sweep and various fines 

imposed on the guns over the season plus a further £1,400 raised from the quiz at the Shoot Dinner.  This total of 

£8,000 was distributed to the following charities and appeals. 

 

£2,500:  The Uplands Appeal.  This appeal is for public relations and research to safeguard grouse shooting and 

predation on the moors by government legislation. 
 

£1,000: Gamekeepers Welfare �etwork Fund.  Given the present conditions their services are more in demand than 

ever as there are an increasing number of Keepers out of work due to shoot closures. 
 

£1,000: The Countryside Alliance Campaign for Shooting.  I am assured the whole of this is used for shooting and 

no other activities. 
 

£1,250: The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (Previously known as the Game Conservancy).  For research 

into many aspects of our game bird conservation. 
 

£1,250: The PPR Foundation:  Pam Roberts has established the Peter Roberts Research Foundation in memory of 

Peter her husband and strong supporter of our Shoot.  Pam has a target of £1m to sponsor an expert 

researcher into brain tumours to work in a newly refurbished laboratory at Leeds General Infirmary.  Plus a 

further £1,000 on our Ladies and Pam’s own day for her fund.  
 

I would like to thank everyone for their generosity throughout the season and at the Dinner which I know is appreciated 

by all the recipients of our funds. 
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SHOOT FU�D 
I feel I should explain in more detail why I have established this fund.  As most of you will be aware we lost two days 

last season at Eagle Hall due to the severe winter weather when it would have been too dangerous for the beaters and 

guns.  In all my literature I advise that it is the guns responsibility to insure against shoot cancellation but I understand 

this is seldom done. 

 

When we initially lost these days, as I knew there would be a small surplus in the shoot accounts and also knowing no-

one had insured against cancellation, I decided to give a credit of 50% of the shoot fees to all concerned.  I have now 

decided that considering the excellent take up of days for the new season there should be a further surplus so am now 

able to give a 100% refund against these two lost days. 

 

As I run the Shoot account with a view to making a small surplus which during the last 15 years has seldom happened!  

I do not allow for covering lost days as this is very much an unknown quantity.  With this in mind I felt I should come 

up with a plan to cover lost days should this happen again in the future 

 

The prolonged dry periods followed by constant rain and then snow and ice shows our climate certainly seems to be 

changing, which increases the possibility of the cancellation of Shoot Days.  Shoot Cancellation Insurance is available 

to all Ripley Castle Shoot Members through Robins Row Insurance Brokers and detailed in our “Shoot Brochure” 

 

In addition to this conventional form of Shoot Cancellation Insurance I have established “The Ripley Castle Shoot 

Fund” which I refer to as “The Shoot Fund”.  The main difference between our “Shoot Fund” and Cancellation 

Insurance is that “The Shoot Fund” if not claimed goes back to Members in the form of Shoot Days, so the benefit is 

purely for the Members of The Ripley Castle Shoot with no financial gain to anyone else.  

 

The main points of “The Shoot Fund” are as follows: 

 

• A Shoot Fund fee of £25 per gun per day has been added to all Shoot Fees (£10 per 100 bird Keepers Days). 
 

• The total value of “The Shoot Fund” in a season, if all days are sold will be approximately £28,000. 
 

• The criteria for a claim is if a day is planned and due to circumstances beyond even my control i.e. mist, 

wind, ice, snow or generally poor weather conditions making it dangerous for either the beaters or the guns.  

If cancelled on the day, or before due to predicted weather conditions, a claim for the full shoot fee 

including VAT can be made from “The Shoot Fund”. 
 

• In the event of our losing one or more drives on a day due to the weather which affects the overall bag a pro 

rata claim may be made.  If however the bag is reached on a day when it has been necessary to reduce the 

number of the drives, no claim may be made. 
 

• No refunds will be given until the end of the season when the number of cancelled days is known.  “The 

Shoot Fund” will be distributed in the form of credit notes to be used against days in the following season; 

the claims will be credited pro rata to the cost of the day(s) lost. 
 

• The total amount credited cannot be in excess of the value of “The Shoot Fund” for the season.  Should 

more days be cancelled than the value of the Shoot Fund.  The Shoot Fund will be distributed as a 

percentage of the days lost.   

 

�ow we come to the interesting bit! 
 

If no claims are made and there is sufficient remaining in the fund to cover the cost of one or more shoot days, even if a 

claim has been made.  I would purchase 1 or 2, 80 brace grouse days fielding 9 guns.  The cost is estimated at around 

£14,000 per day including VAT.  

 

Everyone who has purchased days on the Shoot in the new season would be entered into a draw (one name for each 

gun on each day) including myself for the days I have taken and paid for.  If my name was not drawn I will pay for the 

9th gun on each day.  The draw will take place at our Dinner on 12th February 2011.  There would be no restriction on 

the number of guns any one person can win, this way the degree of support anyone has given to the Shoot is justly 

rewarded. 

 

 



 

4

The possible venue for the days would be Bowes Moor which is on the A66 between Scotch Corner and Penrith 

and hopefully Nigel would run the days as he is involved with this Moor. 
 

A final note is that should there be a balance in the Shoot Fund this would be carried forward to the following 

season and the Shoot will not refund any cancelled Shoot Days outside this or any other Shoot Cancellation Fund.  

 

REMAI�I�G SHOOT DAYS 
I am pleased to enclose a list of our Remaining Shoot Days.  As a number of days have come available which 

were not on previous lists it may be worth checking to see if any of these new dates may suit you.  Although 

somewhat depleted there are still a good variety of days available. 
 

It is interesting to note that given we are shooting a similar number of gun days to last season. 

On 9th March 2009 we had 40.95% of days remaining. 

On 11th March 2010 we had 29.69% of days remaining. 

At the time of sending out this Newsletter we have 19.26% remaining. 
 

This is an excellent position to be in and I do thank everyone for your support which as ever is much appreciated. 

 

SHOOT BROCHURE 
I am combining our previous “Shoot Introduction” and “Shoot Arrangements” into one brochure and it will be 

issued in June or July.  Included will be detailed maps of all the areas we shoot over together with all our meeting 

places clearly marked, so there should be no excuse for getting lost – but someone always does!  The new 

brochure may last for more than one season and hopefully be available in full from our new website.  

 

SHOOT FEES 
I would like to thank those of you who have not only booked your days but also paid your initial Shoot fee.  I now 

enclose the second instalment of your fees. 
 

There are also a few invoices remaining unpaid and I enclose copies and would appreciate your assistance in 

paying these as soon as possible. 

 

A�ALYSIS OF SHOOT DATES A�D VE�UES  
I also enclose an analysis of dates, venues and meeting places which I would appreciate your checking, just to be 

doubly certain I have the dates and venues you think you have booked!! 

 

�EW MEMBERS 
As always we welcome new Members, so if you know of any like minded sporting shots who may be looking for 

some testing birds in good company please let me know or ask them to contact me. 

 

THE RIPLEY CASTLE SHOOT WEBSITE 
I am pleased to advise that our shoot website is now under construction and should be up and running during the 

early part of our season.  I will keep everyone advised of my progress with this project.  The e-mail address has 

also changed, details for both e-mail and website are: 
 

E-mail: info@ripleycastleshoot.com Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Although I feel the Shoot has reached a new level with regard to the sporting quality of our birds there is always 

room for improvement.  With only four months before the start of next season there is much to do to ensure our 

high standards are maintained and we have the type of season we have all come to expect with The Ripley Castle 

Shoot.  
 

I do hope you all “summer” well and I look forward to seeing you again in the new season if not before. 


