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NEWSLETTER No. 3 : 2011 – 2012 SEASON  
 

It is hard to believe we are only a few weeks away from the start of our new season and there is much to do 

before then.  

 

I am very pleased to report that even despite the periods of torrential rain during June, everything has gone 

well on the Moors, on the rearing field at Ripley Castle and with the release of our poults at both Ripley 

Castle and Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side. 

 

All our releases should be completed by the end of July in good time for the start of our new season, when 

we will have more than enough birds to keep everyone happy.  

 

 

 

CLA GAME FAIR: BLENHEIM PALACE: OXFORD 

FRIDAY 22ND TO SUNDAY 24TH JULY 2011  
 

James and Chris Horne of GunsOnPegs have kindly invited me to take a “Pod” on their stand at the CLA 

Game Fair to promote our Shoot. 

 

The GunsOnPegs stand number 1099 which overlooks the main arena at the end of Gun Makers Row is ideal 

to rest your legs and have a drink.  The ground floor, comprises of “Pods” staffed by various Shoots together 

with GunsOnPegs staff promoting the excellent service given to shoots by their website.  On the second floor 

there will be a hospitality area and pay bar, which will have excellent views of not just the main arena but the 

whole Game Fair.  You are all most welcome to call in and take advantage of these marvellous facilities 

which I am certain will be very popular and in great demand. 

 

If you are visiting the CLA Game Fair and would like to have a sit down for an hour or so, you would be 

most welcome to man our “Pod” and I will buy you a drink!  Please let me know, as this would give me a 

chance to look around the Game Fair which I always enjoy and may not otherwise have the opportunity.  

 

 

 

SHOOT BROCHURE: A DAY TO REMEMBER 
 

Although our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com has now become our main point of reference for 

information on the Shoot, for people like myself who still like to hold and read “hard copy” information, I 

have produced this new brochure which gives a brief, mainly illustrated, background to the Shoot. 

 

I am hoping to circulate this new brochure to everyone before the CLA Game Fair as I will be distributing it 

over the three day event in order to promote the Shoot.  If you require further copies to give to your friends I 

have plenty available, so please let me have their mailing address and I will add them to my circulation list. 

 

 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



SHOOT BROCHURE: WHAT HAPPENS ON A SHOOT DAY, WHERE WE MEET, 

HOTELS & ACCOMMODATION 
“WHAT HAPPENS ON A SHOOT DAY” 

Whenever I visit a new shoot, although the unknown can be exciting, in order to fully enjoy the day I much 

prefer to have some idea of the form on the day.  In this new Brochure I have tried to answer many of the 

questions asked by guns visiting for the first time, which also reminds all of us what to expect and what is 

expected of each of us on any Shoot, not necessarily on The Ripley Castle Shoot. 
 

For those of you who have invited a guests(s) or taken a full day, in addition to your copy I have enclosed 

sufficient copies for you to send to all your guests. 
 

“WHERE WE MEET” 

It is particularly important that everyone is aware of our different meeting places which are detailed on your 

Confirmation of Booking.  These are described in detail but each season someone seems to get lost!!  If this 

does happen there is no need to rush as I will always leave someone to meet any guns running late and bring 

them to the first drive. 
 

“HOTELS & ACCOMMODATION” 

For anyone requiring accommodation we have an excellent selection of hotels near to our Shoots which are 

detailed in this brochure. 

 

WEBSITE: www.ripleycastleshoot.com 

 We are receiving an ever increasing number of visitors to the website.  For those of you who have not 

already visited the site, please do so as I would welcome any suggestions as to how this may be improved.  It 

is particularly useful for an update on the availability of days.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

OUR PROGRESS OUT OF SEASON 
 

RIPLEY CASTLE  
Everything has gone really well on the rearing field with no major disasters which is a credit to David and his 

team.  The prolonged rain has not been very welcome other than for our wild bird cover crops which in the 

main are growing well. 
 

I always try to have a few surprises for you all and this season as well as a few white pheasants we are 

releasing some white partridge.  Until now, I have never seen any white partridge before.  They are looking 

magnificent at only nine weeks old; I only hope they will fly! 
 

We are still accounting for a few more foxes and this will hopefully increase once the corn has been 

harvested. 

 

EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 
As at Ripley Castle everything has progressed well with a good quantity of vermin accounted for by George 

and his team. 
 

We have an additional member of staff, Callum McIntosh who has worked as a beater for the Shoot for a 

number of years and has now joined the Shoot as an Apprentice.  He hopes to enrol at Askham Bryan 

College near York on a work based Gamekeeping or Land Management course.  Callum will be joining the 

beating teams at both Eagle Hall and Ripley Castle as well as assisting George at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side. 
 

Patrick Danby who is based with us at Ripley Castle has just completed a similar Gamekeeper 

Apprenticeship Course at Newton Rigg College.  I feel it is important to encourage young people who are 

keen to take up land management and game keeping.  Patrick is now a full time keeper with us at Ripley 

Castle and I look forward to seeing Callum progress in a similar way.  
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS 
The torrential rain during June certainly took the “cream” off our grouse stock.  However we still have an 

acceptable number of healthy birds remaining and barring any disasters between now and the start of the 

season, we should have an acceptable grouse season. 
 

There does seem to be a larger stock on Hardcastle Moor compared to Heathfield Moor but  we will know 

the position better once Craig Jones of the Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust has carried out a numbers 

count during this month. 
 

In order to improve the stock on Heathfield Moor I am very pleased to advise that at last we have sheep again 

on the Moor which should go someway to mopping up the ticks which can only increase the number of 

grouse in the future. 
 

As with anything to do with grouse we must wait and see what survives during the next few weeks. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF BOOKING AND FINAL INVOICE  
I would very much like to thank those of you who have already booked your days and paid your shoot fees so 

far.  Your support as always is much appreciated.  
 

I now enclose a further copy of your Confirmation of Booking detailing my understanding of the days you 

have booked. Could you please check this and should I have made any errors please advise me as soon as 

possible.  Also detailed on the Confirmation of Booking is an acknowledgment of all your payments so far. 
 

There are a few overdue invoices outstanding and for those concerned I enclose copies which I would 

appreciate being paid without delay. 
 

Finally I also enclose an invoice to cover the final instalment of your shoot fees, however I would stress that 

this is not due for payment until 1st August.  I am taking advantage of this mailshot to send out these final 

invoices together with our new literature and Newsletter before the CLA Game Fair in order to avoid 

additional postal costs. 

 

REMAINING SHOOT DAYS 
There has been an excellent take up of days with a similar percentage of our overall days remaining to last 

season. 
 

On the enclosed list you will note there are an increased number of 200, 150 and 100 bird days which have 

proved very popular this season.  There are also a number of days which have only recently come available 

and were not included on previous lists.  With the good variety of days still available I do hope there maybe 

something workable for you.  You can also always visit our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com for further 

information of available days which is updated daily.   

 

INSTRUCTORS/LOADERS 
I appreciate not everyone wants to have someone standing with them, however for anyone new to or with 

limited driven shooting experience it is essential.  I personally find it very useful to have someone with me to 

remind me where my shot is going when I am missing the birds, which seems to increase each season!! 
 

For example anyone playing golf, the services of a professional as an instructor is acceptable by most 

players, so why should game shooting be any different.  I do strongly recommend that everyone should try 

having an instructor with them at some time during each season, either for clay practice or in the shooting 

field.  It certainly gets rid of all our bad habits – shooting ones! 
 

Although we have an excellent team of experienced instructor /loaders available, once we near the start of the 

season they soon become booked up.  So if you would like this service could you please consider this now 

and let me know so I can arrange this for you. 

 
For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



There now remains three important items to arrange before the start of the season 
 

 

INSURANCE: PERSONAL AND PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
Driven game shooting is a dangerous sport and although I try to assess and avoid risks, accidents may 

happen.  When you join the shooting field whether with The Ripley Castle Shoot or any other Shoot, you 

need to have the confidence that the Shoot, you fellow guns and yourself are adequately insured in the event 

of an accident or injury. 

 

With the ever increasing cost of litigation it is now necessary for anyone entering the shooting field to have a 

minimum of £10 Million Personal Liability cover. 

 

An ideal way of ensuring you have this level of cover is to join either The Fieldsports Club available from 

www.GunsOnPegs.com, BASC, Countryside Alliance, National Gamekeepers Organisation or the Clay 

Pigeon Shooting Association.  Details of all these organisations are available on the Shoot website 

www.ripleycastleshoot.com. 

 

I must insist that anyone joining a day with The Ripley Castle Shoot must have this level of cover in place 

well before the shoot day.  

 

 

 

CARTRIDGES 
I have decided to stay with Express as these seem to offer most of what we require in a cartridge.  I enclose 

an order form for those of you who have already booked your days and would welcome your advance orders 

for cartridges.  These will be available from the Shoot Yard mid August onwards.  

 

 

 

FINAL CHECK OF YOUR KIT WELL BEFORE THE START OF OUR NEW SEASON  
A reminder to check that your guns and equipment are ready for the new season.  The “last Minute Check 

List” on the back inside cover of “What Happens on a Shoot Day” may well assist with this.  You may think 

your guns are fine until they let you down on a shoot day.  It is a small cost to have them serviced but as 

everyone may be arranging this at present, I suggest you do not delay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Finally, I look forward to seeing you all again in our new season when we can forget the worlds problems 

and enjoy some memorable shooting with The Ripley Castle Shoot in the stunning scenery of North 

Yorkshire.  I only hope we are spared the harsh winter conditions of last season, which may have been fun to 

start with but soon became very boring! 

 

 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 Frank Boddy 
 Office: 01423 320208  Fax:  01423 324334 E-mail:  info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk 

 Home: 01765 677343 Mobile: 07774 271781 Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com 


