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We are now half way through our shoot days and it feels like we only started last week.  The season so far has gone 

very well but it has been incredibly mild, otherwise one could say everything has gone to plan, mind you I never really 

know what “the plan” is! 

 

RIPLEY CASTLE 
We had a very successful rearing field which with the combination of some ideal weather conditions and hard work by 

David and his team, produced more poults compared to previous seasons.  
 

Our wild stock has also bred well this year.  At the end of last season I was concerned that due to the very hard winter, 

the birds may be in poor condition.  With this in mind as soon as the season ended every feed hopper was filled.  This 

certainly worked with a large number of pheasant surviving to produce an increased number of wild poults.  We even 

had a number of French partridge producing poults and our duck nested extremely well. 
 

The fine weather when we released our poults also helped them through the normally critical early release period when 

we expect to lose a number. 
 

The combination of this and our wild stock gave us a good start to the season with more birds than ever on the ground. 
 

Our vermin control has also certainly worked with someone out most nights during the summer lamping foxes, so far 

over 80 foxes have been accounted for. 
 

One of the main problems in producing wild stock is attack by corvids, mainly crows, magpies, jackdaws and rooks.  

To combat this we have installed a number of large corvid traps which have definitely worked.  We are no longer 

seeing the rides covered with broken eggs which can only mean that all wild birds not only our game birds are 

benefitting. 
 

The only real downside to the season so far has been the very mild weather, with days of hardly any wind when shirt 

sleeves and shorts should have been the dress for the day.  Even given these conditions the birds have flown well and 

with our increased stock we have been confident enough to exceed the target bag on most days, which I hope will 

continue for the remainder of the season.  

 

EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 
As at Ripley Castle our poults have survived the normally critical release period extremely well.  Due to this we have 

been able to shoot our partridge drives for a longer period compared to previous seasons and the birds have flown 

exceptionally well. 
 

This season George has “invented” a new partridge drive which we have named Leaper Bank.  I did not believe we 

could produce anything better than Landslide, Water Splash and Greenhow Village, however this new drive has 

consistently shown the most testing partridge most of us have ever seen. 
 

We are now into our pheasant drives but being aware of the winter conditions hitting us the end of November last 

season, we have yet to shoot any of our lower ground drives.  Should we again experience severe weather we should 

still be able to access sufficient drives which will hopefully hold plenty of birds. 
 

As at Ripley Castle we have more than enough birds still on the ground so should be able to exceed our target bags on 

most days.  

 

 
For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS 
We have experienced a truly exceptional grouse season with a record return of 1,069 brace.  Hardcastle Moor 

has produced 745 brace over the equivalent of 10 days and Heathfield Moor has produced 324 brace over the 

equivalent of 7 days. 

 

On Hardcastle Moor the weather overall was very kind to us whereas on Heathfield Moor we were either 

blown away by strong winds or washed away by heavy rain on 4 occasions.  This is partly reflected in our 

returns. 

 

We have left a fit young stock on both Moors with September worm counts of hardly any to nil.  As our 

neighbours have now finished shooting we are concentrating our efforts to replace the normal grit with 

double strength medicated grit over both Moors.   It seems this helped our birds through the nesting and 

rearing season last year so I see no reason why it should not work for us again. 

 

We can now only hope that all the hard work put in by George and his team will give us another successful 

season in 2012, however as always nothing can be certain with grouse as we are so dependant on the weather.  

 

 

 

NOW FOR THE REALLY GOOD NEWS – NEW SHOOT MEMBER!! 
At 3 a.m. on Saturday 5th November our youngest Member of the Shoot arrived, Edward Alexander Morgan-

Smith, son of proud parents Craig and Sophie Smith.  As they say mother and baby are doing well but not 

sure how Craig is coping – no doubt very well but I have not as yet asked!!  No doubt we will meet this 

young man next season. 

 

 

 

SHOOT DINNER : SATURDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2012  
The annual Shoot Dinner is planned for Saturday 11th February when my Ladies are planning a few surprises 

– I really do not know what we are in for.  All I have done is book the East Wing of Ripley Castle for the 

dinner and a Casino. 

 

I do think we can expect a memorable evening but not sure in what way!  I will send out details shortly but if 

you would like to book your places now please phone my secretary Lynda on 01423 320208. 

 

 

 

CLAY & PARTRIDGE DAY : RIPLEY CASTLE 
Possibly one of the most successful days this season was our first day when we fielded 2 teams of 10 guns on 

partridge together with 2 stands of sporting clays in the Park. 

 

In addition to the 20 Members shooting I invited all the beaters, pickers up and keepers to join us for the clay 

pigeon shooting followed by a barbeque lunch for everyone. 

 

I plan to repeat this next season on Saturday 15th September 2012 which will be our first day of the season at 

Ripley Castle.  So please make a note of the date in your diary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



 

THE SHOOT LUNCH 

THE TRADITION, THE CAMARADERIE AND THE CRAIC BY J. C. JEREMY HOBSON 
SRP: £20.00  

It could be said that I do not hold back in letting everyone know that for me these headings are possibly just 

as important as good shooting on any shoot day.  So for my “Bullshot” to be mentioned and various 

important aspects of the Shoot being illustrated in photographs such as Peter Ambrose serving the 

champagne and our pork pies, is quite an honour. 

 

Please note the Shoot Box on Ramsgill Moor illustrated in the book, is in fact the Shoot Box on Heathfield 

Moor.  In the past the whole area of Ramsgill, Gouthwaite and Heathfield were shot as one Moor and 

referred to as Ramsgill Moor.  

 

 

 

A new release from Quiller Publishing, 

The Shoot Lunch is an interesting 

amalgamation of anecdotes, humour and 

recipes and one that makes for quite 

entertaining reading.  It is, as the title 

might suggest, concerned with all things 

edible (and drinkable) on a shoot day, as 

well as how the guests are expected to 

behave.  Much of it is written tongue in 

cheek, gently making fun of the 

traditions and rituals that have grown up 

around the guns’ repast with an obvious 

fondness for them.  There are some 

great titbits of information on the 

history of shoot lunches and plenty of 

anecdotes from shooters past and 

present that really bring the book to life. 

 

The recipes, too, are excellent; often 

preceded by the inspiration behind 

them, and an explanation as to why they 

make such a good addition to the shoot 

lunch, which makes them doubly 

enticing.  There are also a substantial 

number of suggestions for various 

tipples to offer guests; from undeniable 

classics like sloe gin and bullshot to the 

best method of providing excellent 

coffee from a flask, whatever your 

poison, you’re covered. 

 

 

You can obtain the book as a “Shooting Times” reader for the special price of £17.00 postage and packing 

paid by phoning 01939 261616.  

 

 

 

 

 
For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



 

REMAINING SHOOT DAYS  
Finally and most importantly I need to move our remaining days as soon as possible.  Thanks to you all there 

has been an excellent take up of shoot days this season with now only a few remaining. 

 

However the days we have left offer a very good variety of shooting mainly due to many new days coming 

available which were not on previous lists.  

 

Please have a good look at the days detailed on the enclosed list and possibly invite a friend who would like 

to experience what the Shoot has to offer. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

There have also been some sad times this year as three of our good friends have passed away. 

 

Roger Latham – one of my very best shooting friends and business competitors died suddenly from a heart 

attack following a day on a grouse moor.  I attended his funeral on the same day he had booked to bring his 

friends to Eagle Hall. 

 

Maurice Turner – who shot with us in past seasons but more recently was part of our Ripley Castle picking 

up team, died from a heart attack in early August. 

 

Peter Blight – who you will remember looked after the Shoot Yard at Ripley Castle on a shoot day, died 

during the summer. 

 

We will remember and miss each of them in our own way; every one of them put a great deal of time and 

effort in to making our wonderful sport what it is today.  

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

My wish for the remainder of the season is that we now have some hard frost with strong winds as soon as 

possible to move the remainder of the leaves and bring the birds into the woods and game cover.  Then for 

each day to be crisp and dry with a little breeze and not too much sun.  Some hope but we can but wish! 

 

Thank you all for your support and I would like to be the first to wish you a very Happy Christmas and 

Prosperous New Year.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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