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We have had an excellent start to the season and I am pleased to give an upate: 

 

HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS 
Following our count in July, George and myself planned a 300 brace season.  So far we have shot 319 brace with 

drives equivalent to two more days still planned to shoot – so we should finish the grouse season with just short of 400 

brace.  
 

This is an excellent result particularly considering we will be leaving an increased stock of young and fit birds on both 

Moors compared to previous seasons.  It is also ironic to think we spend just 4 to 6 weeks in August and September 

shooting, then the rest of the year we do everything possible to protect this unique bird in order to have a shootable 

stock the following season. 
 

In order to keep the worm at bay we have planned a concentrated dosing campaign with medicated grit together with 

some direct dosing. 
 

This season we have averaged 50 brace days and will be hopefully looking to average 75 brace days next season.  

However much can happen between now and next August but I know George and his team will be doing everything 

possible to make this happen. 

 

EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 
We have had a few partridge days and the birds can only be described as outstanding.  Our first two days were very 

warm with no wind but the partridge still flew well.  Then the wind came, although a challenge to George and his 

beating team they succeeded in producing the most testing partridge I have ever seen.  It also meant we have found 

another drive, the “Watersplash” which is as good as and possibly better than Landslide for partridge, if that were 

actually possible.  
 

We have now tried the Watersplash Drive three different ways and each time it has become better and better.  Just wait 

until you try it, it will be interesting to see if guns prefer this to Landslide as there is a more even spread of birds along 

the whole line of guns but it does not last as long.   
 

Our reared partridge and pheasant are in excellent condition together with an increased number of wild pheasant and 

particularly English grey partridge.  We are seeing more of the latter then ever before. 

 

RIPLEY CASTLE 
Having experienced an early harvest, our farmers are ploughing and sowing their fields which at this time of the season 

would normally still be stubble.  The spreading of manure and ploughing has restricted the number of drives available 

to us but this problem will soon be over so we should have a clear run form October onwards. 
 

The new diet we fed to our chicks from day old has certainly given us strong healthy poults in both pheasant and 

partridge. 
 

Our wild stock has also produced particularly well this season so I can definitely guarantee we will have more than 

enough birds to see us through the season – providing of course we can hit them! 
Continued overleaf 
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LIST OF REMAI�I�G SHOOT DAYS 
It is normal at this stage of the season for a number of days to be moved around which makes days available that were 

not on any previous lists.  This year is no exception; in fact there are even more new days available than ever before. 

 

Although the list of days represents only 14% of the available gun days at the start of the season, there is in fact every 

type of day still available from 100 bird Keepers Days to 350 bird McRipley Days. 

 

Please have a good look through the new list as there may well be something to suit you which was not previously 

available. 

 

KEEPERS DAYS 
As the saying goes “By popular demand” I have added 4 Keepers Days, 2 x 150 bird days at Ripley Castle and 2 x 150 

bird days at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side.  There are also guns available on a number of 100 and 200 bird Keepers Days.  

These are “no frills” days run by our Head Keepers, George Reap at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side and David Cockshott 

at Ripley Castle. 

 

We start each day with bacon buns and provide bullshot, pies and drinks during the day, but I would still recommend 

you bring a packed lunch to keep you going as no actual lunch is provided.  

 

The overall quality of the birds are similar to our larger days, with the only difference being that we drive the smaller 

woods and smaller areas of wild bird cover which hold a sufficient number of birds in order to achieve the target bag 

for the day. 

 

Some guns may say that these Keepers days are just how a proper shoot day should be.  Our Keepers Days are detailed 

on the enclosed list. 

 

THE FIELDSPORTS CLUB FROM GU�SO�PEGS : DISCOU�TS AVAILABLE O� SHOOT DAYS 
Everyone is well aware that I am not in the habit of giving discounts on Shoot Days, however when I see an initiative 

which will certainly be of benefit to our sport I feel justified in changing my policy and hopefully persuade you to join 

the Fieldsports Club. 

 

GunsOnPegs run by James and Chris Horne have been invaluable to our Shoot in promoting Shoot Days and 

introducing new members via their award winning website.  This new Fieldsports Club with individual Membership of 

£49.00 offers a package of unrivalled Member benefits which will appeal to all shooting people.  Membership gives 

exclusive discounts on shooting, accommodation, gunshops, shooting schools, bespoke clothing and a personal liability 

insurance package which gives as good if not better personal insurance compared to other organisations within our 

sport.  Then finally and most importantly 50% of the nett income of each package goes directly to The Game and 

Wildlife Conservation Trust for specific research into the survival of game birds in the wild. 

 

I do hope that you will support this excellent new initiative, and as the Club grows a wider range of discounted services 

will be offered which in turn will increase donations to The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust.  Please contact my 

secretary Lynda on 01423 320208 or send an e-mail to info@ripleycastleshoot.com to request an application form.  

 

In order to promote this for non members of The Ripley Castle Shoot, the Shoot offers a 5% discount on any remaining 

shoot days up to 31st January 2011, up to the value of £5,000 (as the enclosed list of remaining days), provided they 

first take out Membership of the Fieldsports Club.  In order to take advantage of this offer days must be booked before 

31st October 2010.  If someone takes more than one gun on any days to invite a guest(s), the discount is available on 

all days taken.  I would however hope that your guest(s) would also join the Fieldsports Club.   

 

I am more than aware that it is only thanks to those of you who have already taken days that I am able to make this 

offer to promote this new initiative.  In recognition of your support, I am pleased to offer to anyone who has already 

taken days this season, a 10% discount on any remaining October 2010 days and 7½% discount on the remaining 

November, December 2010 and January 2011 days (as the enclosed list of remaining days), that is of course providing 

you join this new Club.  This offer is only open for days booked before 31st October 2010. 

  

If you take a gun(s) for a guest(s) I would hope your guest(s) would also join this Fieldsports Club.  


