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PROPOSALS FOR OUR SEASON 2011 - 2012 
 
We are about to complete my sixteenth season running The Ripley Castle Shoot.  It has been a great 
season but I must admit it has been the most challenging one so far which has been purely due to the 
recent severe weather conditions.  
 
 
RIPLEY CASTLE, EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE AND 
HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS 
Following an excellent start to the season on Hardcastle & Heathfield Moors where we shot just short of 
400 brace, the partridge and pheasant season progressed well with good shooting in reasonable weather 
conditions but we could have done with more wind! 
 
From the end of November through to the New Year we were hit by one of the severest winters I can ever 
remember and we were certainly challenged in many ways.  It is only thanks to the hard work and 
resilience of George, David and their teams that we only lost two days at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side and 
none at Ripley Castle.  A full report on the season will follow shortly once all our returns are available. 
 
 
SHOOT FEES 
I had hoped to keep our shoot fees at the same level as last season; however as so many items have risen 
or are about to rise this is no longer possible.  The main problem is a significant increase in the cost of 
wheat which affects the cost of rearing pellets for the chicks we rear from day olds together with wheat for 
our reared poults and those we buy in for Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side.  Although maize will also increase I 
still propose using this at similar levels to the past.  The gas for our rearing field is also set to rise and the 
increase in fuel will have a down the line effect on most of our purchases. 
 
Although the cost of running each day will increase, this will in no way affect the quality of our birds and 
facilities offered on the day, as on this there can be no compromise.  I enclose full details of our Shoot 
Fees for the new season which I sincerely hope you can live with as this is the best I can do given these 
unwelcome increases.  
 
 
SHOOT DAYS 
I am pleased to enclose a copy of our Shoot Calendar for the new season.  The type and number of days 
available are very similar to last season with a few additional Keepers Days at both Ripley Castle and 
Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side, plus a few surprises.  
 
In line with the prospects for the new season I have increased the number of grouse days together with the 
overall size of grouse bags. 
 
 
 
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
 



NEW DAYS THIS SEASON 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY DAY 
In previous seasons this has been made up of two teams of 9 guns all shooting at Ripley Castle with a 
target bag for each team of 250 birds.  This day is now changed to: 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY MCRIPLEY DAY  
The day will be made up of two teams of 9 guns, each team shooting 150 birds at Ripley Castle and 150 
birds at Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side, with a total target bag for each team of 300 birds.  At the end of the 
day both teams will meet up for a late Christmas lunch at The Boar’s Head Hotel.  Everyone who has 
taken this day in past seasons will have first option on this new make up of day. 
 
 
 

END OF SEASON SHOOT PARTY DAY AT RIPLEY CASTLE 
This is a totally new day to our Shoot Calendar.  The day is made up of two teams of 9 guns with a target 
bag for each team of 200 birds, with all drives at Ripley Castle and none at Eagle Hall. 
 
In order to celebrate the end of the season a late lunch will be taken at The Boar’s Head Hotel when I will 
be inviting all our Staff, Keepers, Beaters and Pickers Up to join the guns and their friends for a late 
lunch.  This will be taken in both the Bistro and Restaurant of The Boar’s Head.  Any Members of the 
Shoot wishing to are most welcome to join the day as non shooting guests and to join everyone for the 
lunch. 
 
 
 

GROUSE DAYS ON HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS  
The prolonged cold period this winter can only be of benefit in keeping the worm burden low, however 
just to make sure, we have distributed medicated grit as time allows together with some direct dosing on 
the weaker parts of the Moors. 
 
The frozen period has also made it impossible to set our traps, so George and his team will have a 
concentrated effort on vermin when the weather allows 
 
George and myself are hopeful that Hardcastle Moor will produce approximately 700 brace with 
Heathfield Moor producing 300 brace in the new season, but we all know anything can happen with 
grouse so everything is “a hope” and “an estimate”. 
 
As it is impossible to know exactly what each day will produce, the number of brace indicated is the 
approximate maximum number of brace on the day.  Days are planned to produce bags from between 50 
to 80 brace but on some days we may shoot slightly more or less. 
 
A deposit invoice of £600 + VAT will be issued as each day is booked.  We are all aware that there is 
every possibility that we may not shoot every day we have planned; so if a day is cancelled by myself 
prior to the shoot day the full deposit of £600 + VAT will be refunded.  If however we plan to shoot a day 
but this is cancelled on the day due to weather conditions, a full credit will be issued in line with our 
“Shoot Fund”. 
 
Following each day further invoices will be issued to cover the number of birds shot on the day over 35 
brace divided equally between the guns on the day.  If we shoot less than 35 brace no refund will be given. 
 
At £155 per brace this is one shoot fee that has not increased this season.  
 
 
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



CHARITY CLAY DAYS 
In late 2010 I sent out details and entry forms for four Charity Clay Days in May and June 2011. 
 
Yorkshire Charity Clay Days: Monday 9th, Tuesday 10th May 2011 will be held this year in the grounds 
of Castle Howard. 
 
Army Benevolent Fund – the Soldiers Charity: Monday 13th and Saturday 18th June 2011. 
As last year this will be held at Thixendale near York. 
 
These two venues offer some testing sporting clay shooting followed by an excellent lunch and auction 
with all proceeds going to some very worthwhile Charities.  On each day the teams are made up of four 
guns and four loaders.  Not everyone has three friends who are available to shoot on these particular days, 
so if you would like to shoot on any of these days, when you will need to bring a loader, I propose making 
up teams of four individual guns and their loaders.  Please let me know if you are interested in taking a 
full team or entering as an individual gun and entry forms will be re-sent to you. 
 
 
 
 
RIPLEY CASTLE SHOOT: EXCLUSIVE CLAY DAY: SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2011.  
With all these Clay Days I thought why don’t we have our own Exclusive Clay Day to start our season. So 
in place of our early Novice & Practice partridge days I have decided to arrange our very own Clay Day in 
the Park at Ripley Castle.  It will be a very informal day with some challenging clays for teams of four 
guns; with clay shooting in the morning followed by a barbeque lunch.  This will give everyone the 
opportunity to get rid of the “cobwebs” before the main part of the season starts.  
 
The day will be open to Shoot Members and potential New Members, full time and part time daily Staff 
and Landlords.  It is something I have never tried before so I am still working on the costing and I will 
send out full details as soon as available. 
 
What I can guarantee is that it will certainly be a real fun day to start our season. 
 
 
 
 
WEBSITE: WWW.RIPLEYCASTLESHOOT.COM 
During the last few months www.ripleycastleshoot.com website has been “under construction”.  Although 
now “live” it is made up of extracts from my recent “Shoot Brochure”.  As some of this information is 
now out of date and photographs require changing, I propose updating the website over the spring and 
summer in order for it to be up to date and completed by the beginning of the new season in August. 
 
One of the main uses for the website is to give details of the dates available with an accurate description of 
the type of day to expect.  Our shoot dates will also be available on www.GunsOnPegs.com 
 

Now we have our website, it may not be necessary to publish such an extensive shoot brochure, however 
one item I will send out with final invoices in August are maps and details of our meeting places.  It never 
ceases to amaze me how many times my guns seem to get lost!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 



THE SHOOT FUND 
Finally and possibly most importantly, as you are aware I established this last season in order to cover 
days cancelled due to adverse weather conditions.  The total value of the Fund was approximately 
£28,000.  
 
We did not lose any days at Ripley Castle but unfortunately on Hardcastle & Heathfield Moors and at 
Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side we lost one grouse day to fog and two partridge and pheasant days due to 
dangerous weather conditions.  Each of these days were for 8 guns at £1,090.00 per gun which totals 
£26,160.00 leaving little remaining in the fund. 
 
However I have decided to make available a 50 brace grouse day on Heathfield Moor to 9 lucky 
Members, this is in line with my initial proposals when I planned to purchase one or more grouse days 
from elsewhere. 
 
At our Shoot Dinner on Saturday 12th February a ticket for each gun purchased on each day during the 
season will be entered into a tombola. 
 
Nine Members will experience a day of up to 50 brace on Heathfield Moor on Tuesday 23rd August 2011.  
If anyone is unable to shoot, the gun may be donated to a friend.  What I would insist is that if a gun is 
won by or given to someone new to or with little driven grouse shooting experienced, an experienced 
loader must be hired for the day which I can arrange, as always there can be no compromise on safety.  
 
If by some great misfortune we don’t shoot grouse this season a credit will be issued to the winners to be 
used on other shoot days.  
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
We are certainly entering a tough year in many ways when a days shooting may be the best tonic one can 
have.  As always myself and my staff will be doing everything possible to make every day with The 
Ripley Castle Shoot that little bit more special with some memorable birds.   
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Frank Boddy 
Office: 01423 320208 Fax:      01423 324334 E-mail:  info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk 
Home: 01765 677343 Mobile: 07774 271781 Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com  


