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2011 – 2012 SEASON 
 

We have just finished another great season when I do hope you have all enjoyed yourselves. 

 

Our challenge last season was certainly the weather but not for the usual reasons.  On many of our days it 

was too hot, too bright with no wind and when it rained it just did not know when to stop, in other words 

ideal for birds to wander and not to fly.  Given these conditions is it quite amazing that on some days our 

birds even performed at all.  We always take it for granted that the birds should fly well no matter what the 

weather is like and I do thank George, David and their teams for managing to produce the goods every day 

when seemingly faced with impossible conditions.  

 

 

RETURN ON BIRDS RELEASED - RIPLEY CASTLE 
 

 Pheasant Partridge Duck Overall 

2011-2012 44.17% 31.02% 56.73% 39.49% 

6 year average 47.97% 30.29% 77.24% 42.22% 

 

This return confirms the weather conditions and given this is very acceptable.  The reason for the low return 

on our duck was mainly due to our not shooting them hard enough in the early season, consequently we left a 

large number on the water at the end of the season.  I am hoping these will breed well so we don’t have to 

buy in as many growers for the new season.  

 

At the end of the season there were more than enough pheasants left on the ground for catching up and even 

after we had caught up all we required for our laying pens I am very confident we have left a good wild 

breeding stock. 

 

I understand that trials have shown that if a Shoot is on top of the vermin, particularly foxes and feeds their 

wild stock out of season, for every hen left there should be an average of three poults produced for the 

following season. 

 

Although the return on our partridge is lower than I would have liked, one of the main factors for this is the 

magnificent way they flew throughout the whole season and on many days were just too good for most of us.  

The consequences are that every field has a number of pairs ready to nest.  However the sad fact is that 

French partridge are just not good parents.  Hopefully some may produce a few poults but I fear not many.  

 

All in all I feel we do have a very acceptable wild stock of pheasant, partridge and duck remaining on the 

ground at Ripley Castle ready for the new nesting season so we can only hope the weather is kind to them.  

 

 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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RETURN ON BIRDS RELEASED - EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE  2011 – 2012 
 

 Pheasant Partridge Overall 

2011-2012 45.26% 51,58% 48.89% 

6 year average 51.43% 41.18% 46.97% 

 

This return tells a real story.  The main factor, if we can get it right, is to have 7/14 days of fine dry weather 

when we release our partridge poults.  If we have this as we did last season, the birds survive well.  If it is 

cold and wet we lose significant numbers and often due to their poor condition they will not fly well.  

 

This year George certainly got it right.  Our partridge survived and grew strong very quickly and I feel 

everyone was really tested the majority of the time.  The one consequence of this was that we were still 

shooting partridge drives when we should have been into our pheasants, hence the lower return than normal 

on our pheasants.  

 

Unlike at Ripley Castle at the end of the season we always try to clear the ground of both pheasant and 

partridge particularly anywhere near to the Moor.  This we did successfully with a number of hatcheries 

benefitting from the high quality of pheasants we caught up. 

 

It remains a real challenge for George and his team releasing birds and planting wild bird cover 1000 feet 

above sea level.  Last season they certainly achieved it is a big way.  I only hope it can be repeated in the new 

season! 

 

HARDCASTLE AND HEATHFIELD MOORS  
It is easy to forget about our grouse when we have had such an excellent season on pheasant and partridge.  

However our 2011 grouse season will go down as truly exceptional which is illustrated in the following 

returns: 

 

RETURNS – HARDCASTLE MOOR 

2011: 737 brace : 10 - year average 194 brace : 5 year average 274 brace 

2011 return was the best for over 50 years.  

 

RETURNS – HEATHFIELD MOOR 

2011: 324 brace : 10 year average 129 brace : 5 year average 137 brace 

This was the best return since 1997. 

 

Our combined total for both Moors was 1061 brace which can only be down to the hard work put in by 

George and his team, with a little help from the weather! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

RIPLEY CASTLE 2012 – 2013  
The extremely wet conditions which prevailed for much of the latter part of last season left our car parks, 

access tracks and gun stands in pretty poor condition.  We have contactors repairing the damaged tracks and 

the car parks will re resurfaced well before the start of the season so everything will be as good as new. 

 

We have also had a good “dig out” in duck wood, repairing the duck boards and cutting back some of the 

trees, generally making the shooting more accessible and hopefully more testing particularly for our wild 

stock.  We also hope to paint the buildings in the Shoot Yard if time allows. 

 

 

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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RIPLEY CASTLE 2012 – 2013 CONTINUED  
 

VERMIN CONTROL 

David and his team have had a concentrated effort on vermin.  Our crow catchers have performed well with 

many corvids accounted for, which can only help our wild birds during the nesting season.  We have also had 

a concentrated attack on the ever increasing rat population.  David has shot in excess of 1000 rats and we 

have invested over £1,500 in rat poison.  Over 10 foxes and 400 squirrels were trapped or shot in just two 

months.   

 

REARING FIELD AND RELEASES 

Our laying pens are producing plenty of eggs with our first batch of pheasants due to hatch on 28th April.  

Our first partridge chicks arrived on 30th April, so all in all it could be said we have started all over again!  

As usual all our poults will be released well before the start of the season.  

 

We plan to release a similar number of white pheasants and white partridge to last season so there will be 

more than enough to keep us on our toes. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

Patrick Danby has successfully completed his two year apprentice Game Keepers work based course at 

Newton Rigg College in Cumbria.  Patrick now joins David, Robert and Matthew as a full time Assistant 

Keeper at Ripley Castle. 

 

 

 

EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE 2012 – 2013 
The only major change for the new season is that I have taken the grazing rights on Bale Bank which you 

will know as Fishers Barn and Rock Hall drives. I propose fencing into two areas, the hillside will be let for 

sheep grazing but the important 20 acre top area which already has a small area of wild bird cover will be left 

to grow making excellent cover for our partridge. 

 

As at Ripley Castle the very wet conditions at the end of the season and into February left some of the tracks 

and car parks in quite poor condition.  George has arranged a contractor to make all the necessary repairs 

prior to the start of the season. 

 

 

 

HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS 2012 – 2013  
It is only human nature to look for similar returns to last season, if not better, but we must wait and see.  Our 

pairs count carried out on 23rd/24th March 2012 were similar to last season but as we all know anything can 

happen between March and August.  We can only hope for a dry nesting season and to help the grouse 

through this, even though the worm burden is low, we have distributed double strength medicated grit across 

both Moors which we feel helped them through the nesting season last year. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

Chris Harsley has left the Shoot to take up the position of a single handed Moorland Keeper on a local Moor 

and we wish him every success in his new position.  His position has been filled by Joel Banner who is local 

to the Shoot and has recently returned to Yorkshire from a Moorland Keepers position in Scotland.  I have 

also employed Callum McIntosh as an Apprentice Keeper on a work based Gamekeepers course at Askham 

Bryan College near York.  Together with George and John, Joel and Callum make up our Keepers team at 

Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side and on Hardcastle and Heathfield Moors.  

 

 
For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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DETAILS OF WEBSITE PAGES  
 

LAST MINUTE AVAILABILITY EAGLE HALL & ASHFOLD SIDE IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE DATES Members Days Last Minute Checklist 

BOOKING DAYS Exclusive Days Meeting Places & Directions  

PAYMENT OF SHOOT FEES Keepers Days Members Not Shooting 

MEETING PLACES Ladies Only Days  Mobile Phones 

SHOOT DAY AND  Mixed Partridge & Grouse Days  Novice Guns 

   IMPORTANT INFORMATION McRipley Days  Overages 

LATEST NEWS Walked Up Moorland Edge Days Picking Up and Dogs 

NEWSLETTERS Duck Flighting Refreshments and Meals 

ACCOMMODATION Refreshments and Luncheon Shotgun Certificates & Permits 

PERSONAL LIABILITY  The Land Shoot Planner 

     INSURANCE The Birds Sweep 

SHOOT FUND : Bird/Shot Averages Visitors Shotgun Permits 

     CANCELLATION FUND The Keepers Washing Vehicles and Dogs 

SHOOT CANCELLATION  The Season So far  Young People and Shotguns  

     INSURANCE  Acknowledgements 

FIELDSPORTS CLUB HARDCASTLE & HEATHFIELD MOORS USEFUL INFORMATION 

VIDEOS Hardcastle Moor Agri Cycle 

 Heathfield Moor Argo Vehicle 

 Mixed Grouse & Partridge Days  BASC (British Association For Shooting & Conservation) 

HOME Order Of The Day Bullshot Recipe 

 Refreshments and Luncheon Boots 

 The Grouse Car Boot Chests 

OUR PHILOSOPHY Gun Safety : Grouse Shooting Catering 

Introduction Grouse : You Must Be Optimistic Clay Pigeon Practice and Tuition 

The Shoot Day and Gun Safety Grouse : Exclusive Days The Campaign for Shooting 

Shoot Membership The Season So far CLA (Country Land And Business Association) 

Expectations  Coffee Table Books 

New to Game Shooting? PHOTO GALLERY Countryside Alliance 

 IN THE PRESS CPSA (Clay Pigeon Shooters Association) 

THE RIPLEY CASTLE SHOOT NEWSLETTERS Dog Kennels & Bedding 

Members Days  Four Wheel Drive Hire 

Exclusive Days IMPORTANT INFORMATION Gaiters 

Keepers Days Cancellation Fund GWCT (Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust) 

Ladies Only Days Cartridges Gun Cleaning 

McRipley Days Directions and Meeting Places Gunsmiths and Gunshops 

Partridge & Clay Day  Dogs GunsOnPegs 

Christmas Party McRipley Double Guns Helicopter Landing 

End of Season McRipley Dressed Game Javan Liam Photography 

End of Season Party McRipley  Falling Birds Leather Repairs 

Duck Flighting Fieldsports Club from GunsOnPegs NGO (National Gamekeepers Organisation) 

Refreshments & Luncheon  Four Wheel Drive Vehicles & Hire Shooting Accessories 

The Land Game License Shooting Suits 

Wild Bird Cover Game and Deer Open Seasons Sloe Gin 

The Birds Guests – Shooting and Non Shooting Taxidermy 

Bird/Shot Averages Health and Safety Policy Wellie Washer 

The Keepers Insurance Personal & Products Liability Testimonials 

The Season So far Instructors and Loaders CONTACT 
 

Our website was produced by Bass Stewart of Onyx Computer Services Ltd:  

Tel: 08450 669 993 or 01347 878 069 Mobile: 07785 713050 E-mail: bass.stewart@onyxweb.co.uk 



 

5

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.ripleycastleshoot.com 
Our website has now been running for over twelve months and all the reports I have had regarding it have been very 

encouraging.  During April 2012 it has been given an upgrade which includes a number of new headings.  You now 

have access to over 135 pages of information which I do hope you will find useful.  Many refer to general information 

on driven shooting and not just The Ripley Castle Shoot.  
 

One of the main purposes of our website is to give a daily update on the availability of shoot days, which also now 

enables me to offer a new service to everyone booking days with the Shoot.  I appreciate booking days well in advance 

of the season can be a problem due to our busy lives and there can be a reluctance to do this.  
 

In order to assist with this problem, in the event of your wishing to cancel a day you have already booked, providing I 

am given a minimum of 30 days notice, the day may be cancelled and either another day chosen or a full refund 

given.  This applies to bookings of up to two guns on any one day.  Should you wish to cancel three guns or more on 

any one day, this may be possible depending on the time of the season, could you please discuss this with me, as 

provided I am given sufficient notice this should be possible. 
 

The website also includes a page for “Last Minute Availability” which can be used when a day comes available at short 

notice.  Just phone or e-mail my secretary Lynda on 01423 320208 or info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk and the day will be 

immediately included on our site. 
 

I hope by having the availability of days at our finger tips, this new service will help everyone and also give guns the 

confidence to book days well in advance. 
 

In order to access our days even easier our Shoot Availability and Booking Forms are now iphone and Android 

compatible so wherever you are, you can always check availability and make a booking.  
 

As most of you know I am not the most competent when it comes to “cyber space”, so you may see obvious mistakes 

or where the website can be improved.  Please do not hesitate to let me have your comments and I will try not to be 

offended!! 
 

In order to give you an insight to the information available on the site, which will be constantly updated and amended 

as necessary, I am pleased to detail the page titles on the page opposite.  
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SHOOT DINNER: 2012  
We had another excellent and very entertaining evening with over 100 Members, guests and staff.  In 

addition to the usual Disco and Casino we were given what can only be described as a “Cabaret” by Lady 

Emma Ingibly, Pammie Roberts and Julie Dedman with Elli Ingilby looking after me.  It was truly original 

and quite hilarious.  I do thank them for all the hard work they put into this, which I know was enjoyed by 

everyone. 
 

SHOOT DINNER: SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2013 
This has been arranged for Saturday 9th February 2013 so please make a note in your diary. 

 

CHARITY FUND 
Yet again everyone has been very generous with a new record total raised over the year of £10,670.  This was 

made up of £8,350 raised from our daily sweep plus £1,320 from the competitions at our annual dinner plus 

two donations of £500 each.  This fund was distributed as follows: 
 

The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust: £3,000.00 

The Countryside Alliance Campaign for Shooting: £1,500.00 

The Gamekeepers Welfare Trust: £2,000.00 

PPR Foundation – Pam Roberts aims to raise £1M for Brain Tumour Research £1,100.00 

Richard Jackson various charities: £490.00 

Leeds Neurology Unit: £90.00 

The British Hart Foundation: £140.00 

Ripley School Playground: £250.00 

Spiders Appeal: £140.00 

 ----------- 

Total £8,710.00 

 ------------ 

Leaving a balance in hand of £1,960.00 
 

If anyone has any ideas or suggestions or worthy causes allied to our sport I would be very please to hear 

from you.  Otherwise this balance will be added to nest season’s Fund.  
 

SHOOT DAY CANCELLATION FUND 
Our “unique” fund is proving very useful with only two claims last season which left a total of £17,000 in the 

fund.  At our Shoot Dinner on Saturday 11th February a draw was held and seventeen Shoot Members each 

received a credit note for £1,000 to be used against the new season shoot fees.  For full details of our Shoot 

Cancellation Fund please view on our website www.ripleycastleshoot.com 
 

CHARITY CLAY DAYS 
We are very fortunate to have two excellent venues for Charity Clay Days this season. 
 

Yorkshire Charity Clay Days: Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th May 2012 held this year in the grounds of 

Harewood House, near Leeds.  Please contact C. Richard Jackson on 01423 520232 for further details. 
 

Army Benevolent Fund – The Soldiers Charity: Monday 11th June 2012. This event will be held at the 

Raisthorpe Simulated game shooting ground at Thixendale near York. 

Please contact Lieutenant Colonel Brian de la Haye on 01748 874127 for further details. 
 

These two venues offer some very testing sporting clay shooting followed by an excellent lunch and auction 

with all proceeds to some very well worthwhile charities.  On each day the teams are made up of four guns 

and four loaders.  There are a few places at both venues still available and I do recommend these days as an 

excellent change and reminder of our shoot days but out of season.  Please contact Richard, Brian or myself 

for the relevant application forms.  

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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REMAINING SHOOT DAYS 
I am pleased to enclose a list of our remaining shoot days. 
 

At the time of going to press over 75% of the days initially offered in early February have now been taken 

up.  This is an excellent position to be in and I do thank everyone for your support which as always is very 

much appreciated. 
 

As most of you know the Shoot fields a number of different types of day and surprisingly there is still every 

type of day remaining unsold.  The list is also quite different to the last time I sent it out, for a number of 

reasons more than the usual number of dates have been changed by Members so many days are now 

available which were not on previous lists. 
 

In addition to days with every size of bag on Members and Keepers Days at both Ripley Castle and Eagle 

Hall & Ashfold Side I am pleased to advise we still have guns available on the following days: 

 
Mixed  Grouse & Partridge Days: Wednesday 26th September and Tuesday 16th October 2012  

When we shoot on the Moor for 25 brace of grouse and Eagle Hall & Ashfold Side for 120 birds on the same 

day. 

 
Partridge and Clay Day: Saturday 15th September 2012 - First day of the season at Ripley Castle. 

Due to the success of this day last season we are fielding this again with 3 clay stands in the Park plus 2/3 

partridge drives for each team of 10 guns.  

 
McRipley Days 

Our main McRipley Day is on Wednesday 7th November with our Christmas McRipley on Saturday 15th 

December.  
 

We also have our End of Season McRipley on Saturday 19th January 2013 and for this season our End of 

Season Party McRipley is on Saturday 26th January 2013.  
 

These McRipley Days offer our very best drives from both Shoots which can be very testing and definitely 

good value. 

 
Exclusive Days  

If you would like a day Exclusive to you or your friends there are still a few dates available.  Any Members 

or Keepers Days where no guns have been taken up can be tailored to suit whatever bag you require and 

number of guns you wish to field. 

 
Finally we have our Ladies Only Days 

Never underestimate a lady Gun, which is something I learnt a number of years ago! 
 

A few seasons ago I ran our first Ladies Only Day and such is the present demand that we will be fielding 10 

Ladies Only Days during the current season.  The days are run as a normal Members Day except the 

Champagne is Pink!!   
 

There are a few guns remaining on some of the days, particularly we have a very testing day at Eagle Hall on 

Thursday 15th November.  So if you would like to join any of the days or know Ladies who may be 

interested in shooting with us, please let me know. 

 

In order to access our days even easier our Shoot Availability and Booking Forms are now iphone and 

Android compatible so wherever you are, you can always check availability and make a booking.  

 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
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SHOOT BROCHURE 2012  
WHERE WE MEET : WHAT HAPPENS ON A SHOOT DAY : HOTELS & ACCOMMODATION 
I am in the process of updating last season’s brochure which for security reasons will only be sent to Members 

and potential New Members.  I do not feel it wise to detail on our website where we meet but it is very important 

that each gun has accurate details of this which can vary dependent on the type of day we are shooting .  This 

brochure gives you a detailed background to each type of day together with an extensive list of local hotels and 

accommodation.  It will be sent out with my early August Newsletter giving final plans for the season. 

 

SHOOT FEES 
I would like to thank those of you who have not only booked your days but have also paid your initial shoot fee.  

There are a few invoices remaining unpaid and I enclose copies of these and would appreciate your assistance in 

clearing these as soon as possible.  An invoice for the second part of your shoot fees is also enclosed where 

applicable. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF SHOOT DATES. MEETING PLACES AND VENUES 
For everyone who has booked days in the new season I enclose a copy of the confirmation already sent to you.  I 

would appreciate your checking this, just to be absolutely certain I have the dates and venues you think you have 

booked!  Should you wish to change any of your dates this is not a problem but as you can imagine the sooner this 

is done the more chance I have of re-selling these days. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
As always we welcome New Members, so if you know of any like minded sporting shots who may be looking for 

some testing birds in good company, please let me know.  Should a potential New Member wish to experience a 

shoot day before committing to shooting with us, I welcome anyone as a non shooting guest on any of our 

Members or Keepers Days. 

 

LOADER/INSTRUCTORS 
There are not many days when I do not have someone with me to give me an idea of where I am going wrong 

with my shooting.  No matter how competent a shot you are you can always learn something from having a 

loader/instructor with you even if it is just for an odd day during the season. 
 

I do believe at last that some of you have started to agree with me as we have more forward bookings for 

loader/instructors than in previous seasons.  This however puts more pressure on availability of loader/instructors. 
 

So in order to avoid disappointment could you please consider this now rather than later and let me know.  
 

On grouse days it is always very useful to have someone with you in the butt as a spotter and stuffer, as the older 

we all get the grouse seem to get faster!!  It is also most important that anyone with limited or no previous 

experience of shooting driven grouse should have a competent person with them in the butt. 
 

The cost for this season is £90 per day plus a further £50 if you wish to hire a shotgun from the loader/instructor.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Although there are only four months before the start of the new season, there is much to do to ensure our high 

standards are maintained and we all can experience the type of season we have come to expect with The Ripley 

Castle Shoot. 
 

I trust you will all summer well in readiness for another enjoyable shooting season.  
 

For an update on available dates please visit: www.ripleycastleshoot.com or www.GunsOnPegs.com 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Frank Boddy 

Office: 01423 320208 Fax:      01423 324334 E-mail:  info@ripleycastleshoot.co.uk 

Home: 01765 677343 Mobile: 07774 271781 Website: www.ripleycastleshoot.com 


