
WHEN CHELSEA’S
illustrious history
is chronicled the
name of Paul

Canoville will be etched in
blue.

Canoville, the first black
player to represent the famous
west London outfit, has long
since hung up his boots and
now, quite literally, has other
goals now.

Having endured some of
life’s genuine tragedies,
Canoville has subsequently
turned to sharing his stories
and in particular to the next
generations that make up the
future of society.

Like many an ex-footballer,
the affable Canoville
attempted to stay in the game
via coaching but it was not for
him.

He did have a dabble with
coaching but by his own
admission did not enjoy the
experience.

Rather he turned to oratory
and wanting to tell young peo-
ple about the beautiful game,
growing up, following their
dreams, achieving and believ-
ing in themselves.”

Canoville, 53, recalls: “At
school I was shy, I wouldn’t
open up.

“I didn’t share my problems.
I never thought I’d end up
going to a counsellor; I
dreaded the idea.

“I gave him a hard time but
I knew I had to change. I ended
up asking for a black counsel-
lor. I wasn’t being racist, I just
thought that a black counsellor
would understand me a bit
more.

“I gave the black counsellor
hell too, until he hit me with
the problem. I had to back up
because he was right! I was
trying to please everyone in
my life and that was just not
possible.

“I didn’t want to let people
down and when I did, it hurt.

Life was proving hard but the
counsellor got it out of me. 

“He started by getting me to
talk, and no one’s done that
before. He opened me up like a
can of beans; it ended up with
me being excited about my
future sessions with him, I just
couldn’t wait 

“After the hour sessions I
would come out and my shoul-
ders felt lighter, it was like a
weight had been taken off.

“This is why I’m promoting
that people should share their
problems. The culture of black
people is that we are told not
to share but we should. There
is no harm in it. It helped me
find myself after football.

“From my experiences I can
give hope to those who feel
alone, to realise their potential.
Live your dream as I have.”

If anyone is qualified to talk
about life’s hardships it is

Canoville who is currently a
picture of health and clearly
happy with life. 

TRIALS
The former Blues brother has

had to deal with the psycho-
logical fight against homeless-
ness, drug addiction and two
bouts of life threatening can-
cer. And he’s lived to elo-
quently tell the tale.

Now a gifted communicator
and author of the best selling
Black and Blue, Canoville
shares his experiences to moti-
vate young people to change. 

He delivers workshops in
schools throughout the United
Kingdom – highlighting the
importance of education; and
discussing with pupils, issues
around bullying and racism. 

His work has also taken him
abroad, where he has had the
opportunity to work with stu-
dents in Germany, Geneva and
more recently, India, Australia,
America and Russia amongst
others.   

Born in Southall, west
London, the Chelsea legend
had been gripped by football
from the age of five.

However, like many young
men of his generation, pursu-
ing a career in sport was not
the done thing, creating
clashes between himself and
his mother.

“I took my education lightly
and that caused a problem
between myself and my
mother, who clearly wanted
better for me,” he admits.

It got so bad that some of his
teachers suggested that there
was no point taking school
tests, as the errant Canoville
had not attended enough les-
sons!

Canoville now delivers
workshops in prisons – where
he shares with inmates; the
challenges he faced on and off
the pitch, and how he success-
fully overcame his various dif-
ficulties.

However, the former Chelsea
man had his own challenges

on his very own doorstep.
Talking in prisons is quite

apt, as during his career at
Stamford Bridge – Chelsea’s
home ground – at times it
must have felt like a building
of confinement as the young
Canoville was the target of
racial abuse from his own fans.

Despite the abuse, Canoville
confesses that the club remains
firmly in his heart. To witness

him talk about Jose Mourinho’s
champions is a thing of beauty;
his eyes twinkle and his body
language speaks for itself.

“My love for the club is as
strong as ever, it is where I
started as a professional,” he
says bursting with pride.

That said, Canoville is disap-
pointed that his picture does not
sit alongside other club legends
at the club.

“It does hurt that there is not
one there, I’m not going to lie to
you.

“A lot of people say that I’ve
made it easier for other players
to come through, so why not?”

But the omission has not
halted Canoville’s subsequent
great work with society’s future.
Not bad for a teenage delin-
quent that earned stardom at
Chelsea FC.
Visit: www.paulcanoville.com

34  � TTHHEE  VVOOIICCEE SEPTEMBER  10 - 16,  2015  

BLUE BLOOD FOREVER
SPORT www.voice-online.co.ukvoicenewspaper@thevoicenews

BOOK BITES:  

THERE ARE hundreds of books
about the beautiful game, and The
Silent Striker is near the top of the
table. Author Pete Kalu’s book tells
the story of  Marcus, the best player
on his soccer team - a graceful, fluid
force who can dominate the pitch. 

He’s good enough, in fact, that
there are rumblings that he is being
scouted by mighty Manchester
United.

A brilliantly realised young adult
novel, The Silent Striker is moving,
funny, and uplifting chronicles the
story of what happens when Marcus
starts to lose his hearing - and with it,
it seems, his whole world. 

Troubled by his developing disabil-
ity, Marcus finds himself unable to
concentrate on the game and
increasingly isolated from his friends
and family - but is that isolation real,

or is it the result of his own behaviour? 
As he confronts not only his hear-

ing loss, but the problems with his
family, friends, and girlfriend that
arrive in its wake, Marcus grows to
understand that in life as in soccer,
accepting the help of others is
essential - and is ultimately the key
to accepting your own self.

The Silent Striker scores! A must
read.

The Voice of Sport’s Rodney Hinds talks to Chelsea’s first black player, Paul
Canoville, about life with the Blues and helping young people fulfill their potential

Tell us what you think. Email: yourviews@gvmedia.co.uk

GOOD BOOK: Author Kalu

From my
experiences I
can give hope
to those who
feel alone, to
realise their

potential ”

“

PIONEER: Canoville has turned to sharing his story

CHILD’S PLAY: The former Chelsea star addresses a group of
youngsters. 

The Silent Striker by Pete Kalu (Hope Road)
Paperback £6.99/eBook £5.99


