
 
Sam briefed TRH The Prince and Princess of Wales on the 40th Anniversary on Gloster Hill 

in 1991. 
Obituary Sam Mercer MBE 

Sebastian Andrew Mercer aka Sam was one of the last Gloster Korean veterans. 

He was a man of deep humility who made light of his own experiences but felt 

very strongly that the actions of all those who fought in that war must not be 

forgotten. 

 

Sam Mercer lost an eye and was wounded in both legs at The Battle of the Imjin 

River in April 1951. He endured two years in a Chinese Prisoner of War Camp 

and having survived felt it was his duty to commemorate that distant war which 

took the lives of 1,263 British and Commonwealth servicemen and wounded a 

further 4,817. 

 

His father had been an officer in the British Indian Army. Sam was brought up 

in Orpington but after his mother was committed to a mental hospital, and he 

had run away from Christ’s Hospital School, he was sent to liv with her 

brother’s family in Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. Here he found a stable and 

happy home during his adolescence for which he was forever grateful. 

 

Having witnessed the bombing of East London he was determined to see more 

of the world and yearned for adventure. He signed up in The Gloucestershire 

Regiment, and  after basic training he joined them in Jamaica. 

 

The Glosters were then posted back to Colchester as part of 29 Independent 

Infantry Brigade and were mobilised for Korea after the North invaded the 

South in June 1950. This made a welcome change from being a labour force for 



the London Dock Strike and the Smithfield market dispute, despite the latter 

augmenting the meat ration! After a period of intensive training the Glosters 

embarked on the Empire Windrush and landed at Pusan on 9 November 1950.  

 

After a few minor skirmishes, and enduring the coldest winter for many years, 

The Glosters saw their first real action with a textbook battalion attack on Hill 

327. The subsequent advance took them to the banks of the Imjin River. After a 

lull in the fighting the Chinese 69th Army attacked across the river on 22 April 

1951. 

 

During the ensuing battle Sam Mercer was part of Lieutenant Curtis’s ‘winkle 

group’ that  went forward  to expel a Chinese machine gun from a flanking 

position. As they approached they were spotted and Curtis was wounded. He 

shrugged off his medical orderly, struggled to his feet, charged the position, and 

destroyed it with a grenade as he was cut down by the machine gun. A 

posthumous VC was awarded. 

 

Two days later Sam Mercer was wounded twice by shrapnel during the last 

stand on Gloster Hill. His eye was taken out and he had shrapnel lodged in his 

leg. When the Glosters were ordered to break out they were completely 

surrounded. Sam Mercer slithered down the almost vertical slope to the valley 

into the arms of the waiting Chinese. He went over to tend a wounded Chinese, 

was pushed back in line by his guards and then shot in the back of his good leg 

by the man he had just tended.  

 

In this state Sam endured 2 years of brutal captivity. The wounded were 

transported in makeshift ambulances to the camps in the very north of Korea: it 

was still a hellish journey with little food and no accommodation. In the camp 

there was rudimentary medical treatment and Sam made a partial recovery, he 

was at least able to hobble around. The Chinese had not signed up to the Geneva 

Convention, so conditions ranged from primitive to disgusting and extremes of 

cold in the winter. Sam recounted that the saving grace was  having so many 

comrades from his own regiment in one place; they looked after each other and 

drew in those from other regiments and nationalities. Teasing their guards was 

the favourite  pastime despite dysentery and savage beatings.  

 

At last in April 1953 Sam was among one of the wounded groups that were the 

first to be released. He was flown home to Roehampton Hospital where 

eventually his leg that had been shot through was amputated. During his long  

stay in hospital, he was tended by Staff Nurse Audrey Evans. They fell in love 

and married after his discharge. It was a very happy marriage tragically ended in 

2011 when Audrey succumbed to cancer. After she died Sam recounted that he 

would like to meet the Chinese soldier who had shot him and shake him by the 



hand as otherwise he would never have been admitted to Roehampton and met 

the woman who gave him the best years of his life. 

 

He had settled down in Streatham working with Sun Life Insurance in Croydon 

until he reached retirement age. He never forgot his comrades and in particular 

those that did not come back, as well as the Regiment that had given him a 

home and a meaning to his life. Outside his day job he dedicated his time to 

setting up the London Branch of his Regimental Association which he ran as 

secretary for 28 years. He followed this by persuading his former adjutant, 

General Tony Farrar-Hockley to set up the British Branch of the Korean 

Veterans Association (BKVA) to embrace all who had fought there. It was a 

highly successful venture in which he played a key role organising trips to 

revisit the old battlefields. The South Koreans have never forgotten the debt 

they owed to that UN force and Sam was determined that neither should his 

home country. A particular highlight came when he briefed TRH The Prince 

and Princess of Wales on the 40th Anniversary on Gloster Hill in 1991.  

 

In 1987 another of the projects in which he had played a key role came to 

fruition when the Queen unveiled the Korean War Memorial in St Paul’s 

Cathedral. In 1990 this was followed by a memorial stained-glass window in the 

Regimental chapel in Gloucester Cathedral. All these endeavours were rightly 

recognised by the award of the MBE to Sam in 1995. An award of which he 

was immensely proud. 

 

Sam was always present at any BKVA or Regimental event almost to the end. 

He loved talking with the latest generation of soldiers who had seen action in 

Iraq and Afghanistan. At one gathering the guests were amused to see Sam with 

a young veteran, rolling up their trouser legs to compare prosthetic legs. Sam 

was amazed to see the advance that had been made over the years! 

 

He contracted pneumonia in hospital while recovering from a fall and died on 

30 January 2021 aged 92. He leaves two sons: Andrew who had a career in the 

RAF before joining the Corps of Commissionaires and James who works as an 

insurance technician. All who knew him described him as a wonderful 

gentleman, he was another of those unsung heroes without which this country 

could not survive.  

 

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) D R Dixon OBE 

Chairman The Gloucestershire Regiment Museum Trust 
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