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Pre-order your copies from your 
local independent bookseller

COMING SOON

Between them
Richard Ford
Hardback RRP $18.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
From the Pulitzer Prize 
winner comes a deeply 
personal account of his 
parents’ lives. In this 
stunning book, Richard Ford 
evokes a vivid panorama 

of mid-twentieth century America and reflects on 
the lasting impact of loss and devotion. Written 
with the intelligence and humanity for which Ford 
is renowned, Between Them is a son’s great act 
of love.

A LAnd without 
Borders
Nir Baram and 
Translated by Jessica 
Cohen
Paperback RRP $32.99
Accessible, insightful and 
beautifully written, A Land 
Without Borders provides 
an extraordinary window 
into the Palestinian–Israeli 

conflict and the region’s current political and cultural 
climate. Written by one of the most distinctive 
writers working in Israel today, this is a perceptive 
and sensitive exploration of a labyrinthine conflict 
and the experiences of the people ensnared in it.

deAr Quentin
Quentin Bryce
Hardback  
RRP $45.00
As Australia’s first 
female Governor-
General, Quentin Bryce 
handwrote more than 
fifty letters each week. 
She wrote to those she 

had met and connected with as her role took her 
from palaces to outback schools, from war zones 
to memorials, from intimate audiences to lavish 
ceremonies. Dear Quentin is a rich collection of 
the letters exchanged during her six-year term.

the PLeAsures of 
Leisure
Robert Dessaix
Hardback RRP $29.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome
Robert Dessaix shows, in 
this thoughtful and witty 
book, how taking leisure 
seriously gives us back our 
freedom – to enjoy life, and 

to deepen our sense of who we are as human 
beings. The result is a terrifically lively and engaging 
conversation that reminds us that at leisure we are 
at our most intensely and pleasurably human.

A writing Life: 
heLen gArner And 
her work
Bernadette Brennan
Paperback RRP $32.99
Who is the ‘I’ in Helen 
Garner’s work? Dr 
Bernadette Brennan 
provides a lively and rigorous 
reading of the books, 
journals and correspondence 

of one of Australia’s most beloved women of 
letters. A Writing Life is the first full-length study of 
Garner’s work, a literary portrait that maps Garner’s 
writing against the different stages of her life.

the dog's LAst 
wALk
Howard Jacobson
Paperback RRP $24.99
Hilarious, heartbreaking, 
provocative and affecting 
- Howard Jacobson's 
irresistible journalism 
reveals the Man Booker 
Prize-winning novelist in 
all his humanity. From 

the tiniest absurdities to the most universal joys 
and desolations, Jacobson writes with a thunder, 
passion and wit unmatched. This glorious, 
unputdownable collection will delight, entertain, 
challenge and move.

the ministrY 
of utmost 
hAPPiness
Arundhati Roy
June release, advance 
orders welcome
A new novel from the 
Booker Prize-winning 
author of the monumental 
God of Small Things.

We are excited to share with you 
this fantastic hand-picked selection 
of fiction, non-fiction, children’s and 
gift titles coming out this Autumn. 
As an independent bookseller, we 
are motivated by a love of books and 
reading and we are proud of our great 
range, personalised service and loyal 
customers. If you don’t find what you 
are looking for on the pages of this 
guide, we’d be happy to help you find 
an alternative or place a special order. 
Happy Reading!

for your chance to win, simply purchase a 
book featured in this catalogue from your 

local independent bookstore, then tell us in 
25 words or less why you love to read.

Enter now and view full terms & conditions on 
the Competitions page at www.indies.com.au. 

Competition closes 31 May 2017.

To celebrate another season 
of great reading, we are 
giving you a chance to 

WIN 1 of 3 BOOK PACKS 
each comprising of a selection 
of 25 bestselling titles worth 

over $700 each.

The Independent Bookseller’s Autumn reading Guide
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BeYond the rock
Janelle McCulloch
Hardback RRP $35.00
In the winter of 1966, at 
sixty-nine years of age, 
Lady Joan Lindsay sat 
down and wrote a short 
novel about a group of 
upper-class schoolgirls from 
a prestigious ladies’ college 

who disappear while on a country picnic in the 
summer of 1900. The result was Picnic at Hanging 
Rock, a literary mystery that has endured for half a 
century. This is the story of one of Australia’s most 
famous novels, and the author who kept its secrets 
until she died.

the AttAchment
Ailsa Piper & 
Tony Doherty
Paperback RRP $29.99
When priest and 
Sydneysider Tony Doherty 
emailed Melbourne-based 
writer and performer Ailsa 
Piper to say how much he 
had enjoyed her latest book, 

he was met with a swift reply from a similarly 
enquiring mind. Soon emails were flying back 
and forth and back again. This is the story of an 
unlikely friendship.  Both highly entertaining and 
deeply moving.

AN ULTIMATE 
BOOK PACK

WIN

Welcome to Our Reading Guide
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Great Gift Ideas
i'd die for You: 
And other Lost 
stories
F. Scott Fitzgerald
Hardback RRP $39.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Never published before - 
these dazzling uncut gems, 
the very last of his completed 
fictions, demonstrate 

Fitzgerald's precision and imaginative power as a 
writer at the forefront of modern literature, and offer 
a fascinating insight into his artistry.  A collection of 
sixteen finished stories and one partial short fiction, 
provide an intimate look at his creative process.

the scent of You
Maggie Alderson
Paperback RRP $32.99
Perfume blogger Polly 
is in crisis. When her 
husband announced that 
he needed time away from 
her and promptly vanished, 
everything she took for 
granted was thrown into 
disarray. But while she 

distracts herself with the heady world of luxury 
perfume, she can't keep reality at bay forever. 
A novel of perfumes, exploring life, love, loss and 
forgiveness.

the BoY on the 
Bridge
M. R. Carey
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
M. R. Carey returns to the 
world of The Girl With All 
The Gifts. Once upon a time, 
in a land blighted by terror, 
there was a very clever boy. 

The people thought the boy could save them, so 
they opened their gates and sent him out into the 
world. To where the monsters lived.

the heArt's 
invisiBLe furies
John Boyne
Paperback RRP $32.99
The Heart's Invisible Furies 
is a novel to make you laugh 
and cry while reminding us 
all of the redemptive power 
of the human spirit. In this, 
Boyne's most transcendent 
work to date, we are shown 

the story of Ireland from the 1940s to today 
through the eyes of one ordinary man.

AnYthing is 
PossiBLe
Elizabeth Strout
Hardback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
A novel in stories by the 
bestselling and award-
winning author of Olive 
Kitteridge and My Name is 
Lucy Barton. Reverberating 

with the deep bonds of family, and the hope that 
comes with reconciliation, Anything Is Possible 
explores the whole range of human emotion 
through the intimate dramas of people struggling 
to understand themselves and others.

the LittLe Breton 
Bistro
Nina George
Paperback RRP $29.99
A heart-warming story of 
romance and adventure 
from the internationally 
bestselling author of The 
Little Paris Bookshop. 
Marianne has a choice: step 
back into the known, her 

loveless marriage to an uncaring husband, or take 
a huge jump into an exciting and unpredictable 
future in Brittany?

the end of the dAY
Claire North
Paperback RRP $29.99
The stunning new novel 
from the author of The 
First Fifteen Lives of Harry 
August. Charlie meets 
everyone, but only once. 
Would you shake him by 
the hand, take the gift he 
offers, or would you pay 

no attention? Sometimes he’s sent as a courtesy, 
sometimes as a warning. He never knows which.

the unmourned
Meg Keneally & 
Tom Keneally
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
Not all murder victims 
are mourned, but 
the perpetrator must 
always be punished... 
When a predatory 
superintendent is 
murdered, suspicion 
falls on one of the 

convicts under his care, leaving ticket-of-leave 
gentleman convict Hugh Monsarrat and his ever-
loyal housekeeper Mrs Mulrooney to uncover the 
truth. The second book in a fast-paced, witty and 
gripping historical crime series from 
Tom Keneally and his daughter Meg.

Gifts, Reviews, Specials

cLosing down
Sally Abbott
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
The inaugural winner 
of The Richell Prize 
for Emerging Writers. 
Conjuring a dark future 
for Australia, Closing 
Down gives us a glimpse 
into a world fractured 

by a financial crisis and global climate change. 
No matter how strange, difficult and absurd the 
world becomes, some things never change. The 
importance of home. Of love. Of kindness to 
strangers. Of memories and dreams. What would 
you do if all you held to be familiar was lost? More 
importantly, where do you belong?

men without 
women
Haruki Murakami
Hardback 
RRP $35.00
15th May release, 
advance orders welcome
A dazzling new collection 
of short stories - the 
internationally bestselling 
author's first collection 
for over a decade. Across 

seven tales, Haruki Murakami brings his powers 
of observation to bear on the lives of men who, 
in their own ways, find themselves alone. Here 
are vanishing cats and smoky bars, lonely hearts 
and mysterious women, baseball and the Beatles, 
woven together to tell stories that speak to us all.

the 
wooLgrower's 
comPAnion
Joy Rhoades
Paperback RRP $32.99
Set over ten tumultuous 
months in 1945, The 
Woolgrower's Companion 
is the gripping story of 
one woman’s fight against 
all odds, and a sweeping 

tribute to Australia's landscape and its peoples. 
When her father begins succumbing to the 
wounds he’s borne since the Great War, 
Kate Dowd struggles to keep the family 
farm afloat.

Great Gift Ideas



house of nAmes
Colm Toibin
Hardback 
RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
From the thrilling 
imagination of 
bestselling, award-
winning Colm Tóibín 
comes a retelling of the 
story of Clytemnestra - 

spectacularly audacious, violent, vengeful, lustful, 
and instantly compelling - and her children.
Told in four parts, this is a fiercely dramatic portrait 
of a murderess, who will herself be murdered by 
her own son, Orestes. It is Orestes' story, too: 
his capture by the forces of his mother's lover 
Aegisthus, his escape and his exile. And it is the 
story of the vengeful Electra, who watches over 
her mother and Aegisthus with cold anger and 
slow calculation, until, on the return of her brother, 
she has the fates of both of them in her hands.

the stArs Are 
fire
Anita Shreve
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
1947. Fires are racing 
along the coast of 
Maine. Five months 
pregnant, Grace must 
protect her children 

when her husband joins the volunteer fire-fighters, 
but her life is forever changed as her town is 
destroyed. As Grace awaits news of her husband, 
she is thrust into a world in which she must make a 
life on her own, beginning with absolutely nothing. 
In the midst of devastating loss, Grace discovers 
glorious new freedoms, but then the unthinkable 
happens, testing Grace’s bravery as never before.
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the BLood 
mirAcLes
Lisa McInerney
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
The second novel from 
the author of the Baileys 
Prize-winning The Glorious 
Heresies. Like all twenty-
year-olds, Ryan Cusack 

is trying to get his head around who he is. But 
between his boss, his girlfriend, and an ornery 
grandmother who fancies herself his saviour, he’s 
thrown into chaos. Perhaps chaos is in his blood…

the chiLBurY 
LAdies choir
Jennifer Ryan
Paperback RRP $32.99
Kent, 1940. The women of 
Chilbury village have taken 
umbrage at the Vicar’s 
closure of the choir now 
that its male singers are at 
war. But when a spirited 
music professor arrives, it 

prompts the creation of an all-female singing group. 
Resurrecting themselves as The Chilbury Ladies’ 
Choir, the women use their song and unity to 
embolden the community as the war tears through 
their lives. 

the Zero And the 
one
Ryan Ruby
Paperback RRP $19.99
Shades of The Talented 
Mr Ripley meet Brideshead 
Revisited in this gripping 
and wildly original gothic 
take on the classic story 
of an innocent abroad, the 
seductions of friendship and 

the power of dangerous ideas – with a chilling twist 
on the tale.  

the shAdow LAnd
Elizabeth Kostova
Paperback RRP $32.99
Elizabeth Kostova’s new 
novel is a tale of immense 
scope that delves into the 
horrors of a century and 
traverses the culture and 
landscape of this mysterious 
country. Suspenseful 
and beautifully written, it 

explores the power of stories and the hope and 
meaning that can sometimes be found in the 
aftermath of loss.

the tweLve Lives 
of sAmueL hAwLeY
Hannah Tinti
Paperback RRP $29.99
Bursting with imaginative 
exuberance and described 
as 'One part Quentin 
Tarantino, and one part 
Scheherazade' (Ann 
Patchett), this is the story of 
a father trying to shake off 

his criminal past, his daughter's need for answers 
about her mother's death, and what it means to be 
a hero.

exit west
Mohsin Hamid
Hardback 
RRP $32.99
From the internationally 
bestselling author of The 
Reluctant Fundamentalist, 
an astonishingly timely 
love story that brilliantly 
imagines the forces that 
transform ordinary people 
into refugees – and the 
impossible choices that 

follow – as they’re driven from their homes to 
the uncertain embrace of new lands. Profoundly 
intimate and powerfully inventive, Exit West is 
a story of love, loyalty, and courage that is both 
completely of our time and for all time.

in the nAme of the 
fAmiLY
Sarah Dunant
Paperback RRP $29.99
Sarah Dunant dramatises 
the rise of one of history's 
most fascinating characters, 
Niccolo Machiavelli, during 
the formative years of his 
life, breathing new life into 
the daring and corruption 

of a family that history will never forget. This is a 
moment from which no one will emerge unscathed.

strAnge the 
dreAmer
Laini Taylor
Paperback RRP $19.99
A brand new, heart-stopping 
novel and the first in a 
thrilling duology from the 
much-loved author of the 
Daughter of Smoke and 
Bone trilogy, Laini Taylor. 
Fall into a mythical world of 

dread and wonder, moths and nightmares, love and 
carnage in the citadel of the murdered gods.

New Fiction

The Independent Bookseller’s Autumn reading Guide

new BoY (hogArth 
shAkesPeAre)
Tracy Chevalier
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
One of our most successful 
historical novelists 
transplants the tragedy of 
Othello to a playground in 
1970s Washington D.C.: 

when a young black boy arrives at an all-white 
school, he finds himself at the centre of 
a web of jealousy, bullying and revenge.

New Fiction
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down the hume
Peter Polites
Paperback RRP $27.99
A confronting novel from 
a powerful new voice for 
fans of Christos Tsiolkas' 
Loaded and Luke Davies' 
Candy. A novel of addiction, 
secrets and misplaced love, 
this is an Australian debut 
not to be missed. ‘This 

is urban storytelling at its best’  Maxine Beneba 
Clarke, author of Foreign Soil.

the river sings
Sandra Leigh Price
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
A small girl, the apple of 
her father’s eye and her 
mother’s ‘Little Egg’. The 
power of an ancient river. 
Romany traditions. And a 
house longing to return to 

water. The River Sings tell the intertwined story 
of two women, mother and daughter, the never 
ending thread of love between them, and the 
consequences of old crimes.

A hundred smALL 
Lessons
Ashley Hay
Paperback RRP $32.99
Luminous and deeply 
affecting, A Hundred Small 
Lessons is about the many 
small decisions - the invisible 
moments - that come to 
make a life. The intertwined 
lives of two women from 

different generations tell a rich and intimate story of 
how we feel what it is to be human, and how place 
can transform who we are.

the LAst gArden
Eva Hornung
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
From the author of the 
award-winning Dog 
Boy comes a powerful 
literary work about frailty, 
redemption, and the healing 
power of animals. The 

pastor of the exiled town of Wahrheit watches over 
newly orphaned Benedict through the year of his 
crazy grief: man and boy growing as they come to 
terms with the unknowable past and the frailties of 
being human.

congo dAwn
Katherine Scholes
Paperback RRP $32.99
Inspired by real events, 
Congo Dawn combines 
epic drama with an intimate 
journey into the heart of 
a fractured family, as two 
characters in search of 
people they lost at last find 
a way to come home. An 

unforgettable novel about good and evil, and the 
inexhaustible power of love.

from the wreck
Jane Rawson
Paperback RRP $29.95
‘Mysterious, chilling and 
tender. The book is a sort of 
miracle.’ Lian Hearn  
From the Wreck tells the 
remarkable story of George 
Hills, who survived the 
sinking of the steamship 
Admella off the South 

Australian coast in 1859. Haunted by his memories 
and the disappearance of a fellow survivor, 
George's life is intertwined with that of a woman 
from another dimension, seeking refuge on Earth.

the midsummer 
gArden
Kirsty Manning
Paperback RRP $29.99
Between lush gardens 
in France, windswept 
coastlines of Tasmania, to 
Tuscan hillsides and beyond, 
experience an unforgettable 
culinary and botanical 
journey. When a gift of 

several dusty, beautiful old copper pots arrives in 
Pip's kitchen, two amazing stories come together. 
From medieval France to contemporary Tasmania, 
two remarkable women discover their strengths, 
passions and loves.

storYLAnd
Catherine 
McKinnon
Paperback 
RRP $27.99
An ambitious, 
remarkable and moving 
novel about who we 
are: our past, present 
and future, and our 
connection to this 

land. Set on the banks of Lake Illawarra and 
spanning four centuries, Storyland is a unique 
and compelling novel of people and place - which 
tells in essence the story of Australia. Told in 
an unfurling narrative of interlinking stories. 
Connected - not only through the same land and 
water they inhabit over the decades, but also by 
tendrils of blood, history, memory and property...

the crYing 
PLAce
Lia Hills
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
After years of travelling, 
Saul is trying to settle 
down. But one night he 
receives devastating 
news of the death of 
his oldest friend, Jed, 
recently returned from 

working in a remote Aboriginal community. Saul's 
discovery of a photo of a woman convinces him 
that she may hold the answers to Jed's fate. 
'A brave and devastating novel of grief, place 
and belonging. I was swept up in her voice and 
storytelling skills right from the opening pages… 
I wasn't released back into the world until I reached 
the end. Even then, the novel doesn't let you go.' 
Christos Tsiolkas, author of The Slap.

see whAt i hAve 
done
Sarah Schmidt
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
A deeply atmospheric 
novel by a startling 
new Aussie talent; 
an incredibly unique 
look inside the mind of 
Lizzie Borden, famously 
accused of murdering her 
father and stepmother 
in 1892. On 4 August 
1892 Andrew and Abby 

Borden were murdered in their home in Fall River, 
Massachusetts. During the inquest into the deaths, 
Lizzie Borden was arrested and charged with the 
murder of her father and her stepmother. Lizzie 
Borden took an axe. Or did she? Special Offer: 
Purchase a copy of See What I Have Done and 
receive a FREE pin. *While stocks last.

Gifts, Reviews, Specials

seLLing the dreAm
Hugh Mackay
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Lincoln The Hunter is 
living the dream. But in his 
ruthless pursuit of success, 
it doesn't occur to Linc that 
he himself might be the 
pawn in this great game 

of advertising. In this laugh-out-loud funny and 
frighteningly believable satire, Hugh Mackay lays 
bare the machinations of this multi-million-dollar 
industry, and leaves you wondering just where the 
line between parody and reality falls...

Australian Literature
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the hidden hours
Sara Foster
Paperback RRP $29.99
An enthralling mystery that 
will keep you guessing to 
the end.
Arabella Lane, senior 
executive at a children’s 
publisher, is found dead in 
the Thames - did she jump 
or was she pushed? 

Eleanor is involved but has no memory of the crucial 
hours. She has many secrets - keeping them may 
save her family. Telling may save her life.

fighting hisLAm
Susan Carland
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
In Fighting Hislam, Susan 
Carland unearths a creative, 
varied and committed new 
type of feminism, one 
that embraces passionate 
religious conviction while 

challenging sexism. The stories of the women in this 
book demonstrate a conviction that gender equality 
is a God-given right and consistent with generations 
of pious Muslim women. It gives a new insight into 
what it means to be a Muslim woman today.

into the wAter
Paula Hawkins
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
In the last days before 
her death, Nel called her 
sister.  Jules didn’t pick 
up the phone, ignoring 
her plea for help. Now 
Nel is dead. They say she 

jumped. And Jules has been dragged back to the 
one place she hoped she had escaped for good. 
With the same propulsive writing that captivated 
millions of readers around the world in her explosive 
debut thriller, Paula Hawkins delivers an urgent, 
satisfying read that hinges on the stories we tell 
about our pasts and their power to destroy the lives 
we live now.

Just cooL it!
David Suzuki & 
Ian Hanington
Paperback RRP $27.99
A resounding post–Paris 
Agreement wake-up 
call about the urgency 
of the climate crisis that 
offers a range of practical 
solutions – and above 
all, hope. Just Cool It is 
David Suzuki at his most 

passionate and cogent. This urgently important book 
takes a comprehensive look at the current state 
of climate science and knowledge and the many 
ways to resolve the climate crisis, imploring us to do 
what’s necessary to live in a better, cleaner future. 
When enough people demand action, change starts 
happening – this time, it could be monumental.

rAgdoLL
Daniel Cole
Paperback RRP $29.99
One body. Six victims. And 
the murderer is promising 
there’s more to come.
Assigned to the shocking 
case are Detective William 
'Wolf' Fawkes and his 
former partner Detective 
Emily Baxter. With six 

people to save, can they catch the killer when the 
world is watching their every move?

defiAnt eArth
Clive Hamilton
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Humans have become so 
powerful, we have disrupted 
the functioning of the Earth, 
bringing on a new geological 
epoch: the Anthropocene. 
Environmental conditions 

that allowed civilisation to flourish are disappearing.  
Such truths call for a new kind of anthropocentrism, 
a philosophy by which we might use our power 
responsibly and find a way to live on a defiant Earth.

eArthLY remAins
Donna Leon
Paperback RRP $29.99
In this new instalment in the 
bestselling Commissario 
Brunetti series, Donna Leon 
shows Venice through an 
insider’s eyes. From family 
meals and vaporetti rides 
to the never-ending influx 
of tourists and suffocating 

political corruption, the details and rhythms of 
everyday Venetian life are at the core of this thrilling 
novel, and of the terrible crime at its heart.

how the heLL did 
this hAPPen?
PJ O'Rourke
Paperback RRP $29.99
An essential take on the 
stranger-than-fiction 2016 
presidential election from 
a quintessential voice on 
American politics and 
culture. How The Hell Did 
This Happen? answers the 

key question of the 2016 presidential election: 
Should we laugh or should we cry or should we 
hurl? (They are not mutually exclusive.)

he sAid/she sAid
Erin Kelly
Paperback RRP $29.99
In the hushed aftermath of a 
total eclipse, Laura and Kit 
interrupt something awful. 
Laura must confront the 
fallout, and the little white 
lie she told. Confessing will 
cost her marriage; keeping 
the secret might prove fatal. 

But all secrets, sooner or later, will come to light in 
this gripping, twisty novel.

first, we mAke the 
BeAst BeAutifuL
Sarah Wilson
Hardback RRP $34.99
Sarah Wilson - bestselling 
author and entrepreneur - 
has helped millions of people 
to quit sugar. She has also 
been an anxiety sufferer 
her whole life. Practical and 

poetic, wise and funny, this is a small book with a 
big heart. It will encourage the myriad sufferers of 
anxiety to feel not just better about their condition, 
but delighted by the possibilities it offers for a 
richer, fuller life.

to know mY crime
Fiona Capp
Paperback RRP $29.99
How far would you go, for 
the ones you love? From 
award-winning writer Fiona 
Capp comes a novel about 
blackmail, risk, corruption 
and the corrosive nature of 
guilt - and how we all have to 
live with the consequences 

of our actions. Set in the millionaire's playground of 
Portsea, this is modern literary noir at its finest.
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dePends whAt You 
meAn BY extremist
John Safran
Paperback RRP $34.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
John Safran takes on 
the hottest topics in 
contemporary Australia – 
race, Islam and extremism. 
The stories here are 

extraordinary – larger than life, and alarmingly 
insightful. In the tradition of Jon Ronson and Louis 
Theroux, Depends What you Mean by Extremist 
is an innovative, compelling and unique look at 
Australia today.

Thrilling Reads
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True Stories

onLY
Caroline Baum
Paperback RRP $32.99
A fascinating, painfully 
honest, moving and 
entertaining story of an 
unconventional childhood. 
A memoir that reveals what 
it feels like to be an only 
child and the focal point of 
two people damaged by 

trauma and tragedy, and the courage it takes to 
break free from the past and the pull of its secrets.

south of 
forgiveness
Thordis Elva & 
Tom Stranger
Paperback RRP $32.99
South of Forgiveness is an 
unprecedented collaboration 
between a survivor and a 
perpetrator, each equally 
committed to exploring the 
darkest moment of their 

lives. It is a true story about being bent but not 
broken, of facing fear with courage, and of finding 
hope even in the most wounded of places.

for A girL
Mary-Rose MacColl
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Mary-Rose MacColl was 
a rebellious teenager. At 
the age of fifteen, a high-
school teacher and her 
husband started inviting 
Mary-Rose to spend time 

with them. It wasn't long before trust was broken 
with overwhelming consequences. Consequences 
that kept Mary-Rose quiet, ashamed and guilty, 
for years.  In this brave, true story, secrets are 
released and Mary-Rose is finally able to feel free.

theY cAnnot tAke 
the skY
Edited by Michael 
Green, Andrea Dao, 
Angelica Neville, 
Dana Afleck and 
Sienna Merope
Paperback RRP $29.99
For more than two decades, 
Australia has locked up 
people who arrive here 

fleeing persecution - sometimes briefly, sometimes 
for years.  Written in the first person narrative, are 
epic life stories and heartbreaking vignettes. The 
narrators have shared their stories despite the culture 
of silence surrounding immigration detention, and the 
real risks faced by those who speak out.

the mYsterious 
mr JAcoB: diAmond 
merchAnt, 
mAgiciAn And sPY
John Zubrzycki
Paperback RRP $29.99
'One of the most exciting 
narrative histories to 
come out of India.' William 
Dalrymple. Alexander 
Malcolm Jacob, a man of 

mysterious origins arrived penniless in Bombay in 
1865, but soon became the most famous purveyor 
of precious stones in princely India, and a master 
of the magical arts. John Zubrzycki conveys the 
page-turning colour, romance and adventure of 
Jacob's astonishing life.

the good girL 
striPPed BAre
Tracey Spicer
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Tracey Spicer was always the 
good girl. She waded through 
the 'cruel and shallow money 
trench' of television to land 
a dream role: national news 

anchor for a major network. But when she was 
sacked by email after having a baby, this good girl 
turned 'bad', taking legal action against the network 
for pregnancy discrimination. A frank and funny 
'femoir' - part memoir, part manifesto.

unmAsked
Turia Pitt
Paperback RRP $34.99
It’s been five years since 
Turia Pitt made headlines 
for having barely survived 
her ordeal in the desert. 
Unmasked will reveal the 
inspiring woman behind the 
headlines, and in so doing, 
uncover the grace, humour 
and inner-steel that gets 

Turia Pitt through every day – and which leaves the 
rest of us watching on in amazement.

After
Nikki Gemmell
Hardback 
RRP $29.99
Australia's bravest and 
most honest writer 
explores the devastating 
aftermath of her elderly 
mother's decision to 
end her own life.
After is the story of 
Elayn Gemmell - and 

the often difficult, prickly relationship between 
mothers and daughters, and how that changes 
over time. As anguished as it truthful, as powerful 
as it is profound, After is about life, death, elderly 
parents, mothers and daughters, hurt and healing, 
and about how little, sometimes, we know the 
ones we love the most.

mrs keLLY
Grantlee Kieza
Hardback 
RRP $39.99
While we know much 
about the iconic outlaw 
Ned Kelly, his mother 
Ellen Kelly has been 
largely overlooked 
by Australian writers 
and historians – until 
now, with this vivid 

and compelling portrait by Grantlee Kieza, one of 
Australia's most popular biographers. When Ned 
Kelly's mother, Ellen, arrived in Melbourne in 1841 
aged nine, British convict ships were still dumping 
their unhappy cargo in what was then known as the 
colony of New South Wales. By the time she died 
aged ninety-one in 1923, having outlived seven of 
her twelve children, motor cars plied the highway 
near her bush home north of Melbourne, and 
Australia was a modern, sovereign nation.

insomniAc citY
Bill Hayes
Hardback 
RRP $29.99
Bill Hayes came to New 
York City in 2009 with a 
one-way ticket and only 
the vaguest idea of how 
he would get by. But, at 
forty-eight years old, he 
unexpectedly fell in love 
again, with his friend 

and neighbour, the late writer and neurologist 
Oliver Sacks. Insomniac City is both a meditation 
on grief and a celebration of life. Filled with 
Hayes’s distinctive street photos of everyday New 
Yorkers, the book is a love song to the city and to 
all who have felt the magic and solace it offers.

the fABuLous 
fLYing mrs miLLer
Carol Baxter
Paperback RRP $32.99
The remarkable true story 
of a beguiling Melbourne 
housewife who, in the 
1920s, seeks international 
fame, fortune and adventure 
as an aviator and finds 
herself as the central figure 

in a sensational American murder trial. A spellbinding 
story of an extraordinary woman - an international 
celebrity during the golden age of aviation - and her 
passionate and spirited life.

True Stories
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if i hAd A LittLe 
dreAm
Nina Laden
Hardback RRP $22.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Celebrate the wonder of 
the world in this reassuring, 
warm, lush and lyrical picture 
book about the joy, love, and 

beauty that is part of each and every day. Our world 
is full of possibilities - especially when you look for 
them through a child’s eyes. Age: 3+

the red Book
Beck Stanton & 
Matt Stanton
Hardback RRP $19.99
For the Grown-Ups: 
Okay, Big Wig. We have 
a challenge for you. It's 
your job to convince the 
nearest kid that everything 
in this book is actually red. 
And we mean everything. 

It will not be easy! They will try to persuade you that 
things are not as red as you say, but you will stay 
strong! And the kids will love it! Age: 4+

oLiviA the sPY
Ian Falconer
Hardback 
RRP $24.99
Everyone’s favourite pig is 
about to have a surprise 
trip to the ballet! But 
when Olivia overhears 
her mother complaining 
about her recent naughty 

behaviour, her imagination runs wild and she 
decides to find out everything being said about 
her... until her eavesdropping leads her to believe 
she is being carted off to prison! Age: 3+

miLLie Loves 
Ants
Jackie French & 
Sue deGennaro
Hardback  
RRP $24.99
Emily is intrigued to 
know why Millie the 

echidna loves ants so much. And so Emily carefully 
observes Millie until she discovers her secret. Millie 
is collecting food for her baby puggle! Created by 
talented duo Jackie French and Sue deGennaro, 
this delightful book explores the fascinating 
behaviour of these mammals. Age: 4+

king of the 
outBAck: 
the storY of 
sidneY kidmAn
Kristin 
Weidenbach & 
Timothy Ide (Illus)
Hardback 
RRP $26.99

The rags to riches story of one of Australia’s 
greatest pastoral pioneers. Sidney Kidman runs 
away from home at thirteen and travels to the 
outback on a one-eyed horse. He finds stray cows 
in the scrub, swims across rivers by hanging on to 
a bullock’s tail and dreams of having the biggest 
herd of cattle in Australia. Age: 3+

fLorette
Anna Walker
Hardback 
RRP $24.99
A stunning new picture 
book from the author 
of All Through the Year 
and Today We Have No 
Plans. When Mae has 
to move house from the 

country to the city, she feels lonely and sad – until 
she discovers a beautiful place full of green in the 
centre of Paris. Age: 1+

i'm AustrALiAn, 
too
Mem Fox & 
Ronojoy Ghosh
Hardback RRP $19.99
I’m Australian! How 
about you? Many people 
from many places have 
come across the seas, 

to make Australia their home. How Australian is 
that? A positive picture book about multiculturalism 
and inclusion by Australia’s pre-eminent children’s 
author Mem Fox, with distinctive and joyful 
illustrations by Ronojoy Ghosh. Age: 4+

LucY's Book
Natalie Jane Prior
Paperback RRP $16.99
Lucy's mum takes her to the 
library every Saturday. Lucy 
loves to read, but there is 
one special book that she 
borrows over and over again. 
The book is shared between 
friends, dropped in the 

ocean, flown to China and even made into a banana 
sandwich. But what will happen when everyone's 
favourite book goes missing? Age: 3+

Busting
Aaron Blabey
Hardback 
RRP $16.99
Lou is BUSTING for 
the loo. But the loo 
has quite a queue. 
So what on earth is 
Lou to do?
A hilarious story 

from the multi-award-winning picture book 
creator, Aaron Blabey. Age: 3+ Also available from 
Aaron Blabey, Don’t Call Me Bear! And I Need 
A Hug.

triAngLe
Mac Barnett  
& Jon Klassen
Hardback 
RRP $24.99

Meet Triangle. He is going to play a sneaky trick 
on his friend, Square. Or so Triangle thinks... 
With this first tale in a new trilogy, partners in 
crime Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen will have 
readers wondering just who they can trust in 
a richly imagined world of shapes. Visually 
stunning and full of wry humour, here is a 
perfectly paced treat that could come only from 
the minds of two of today’s most irreverent — 
and talented — picture book creators. Age: 3+

Lovely Picture Books

mAisY goes 
to the 
BookshoP
Lucy Cousins
Hardback 
RRP $19.99
Have fun with 
Maisy and her 
friends on their first 

trip to the bookshop! The bookshop shelves are 
packed full of amazing books! The shopkeeper is 
very helpful, too. Maisy and her friends have fun 
choosing the books they love and imagining all 
sorts of wild and wonderful things. From the multi-
award-winning Lucy Cousins. Age: 3+

The Independent Bookseller’s Autumn reading Guide



For kids of all ages

Bestselling Kids Series

fAntAstic BeAsts 
& where to find 
them
J.K. Rowling
Hardback RRP $24.99
Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them is an 
indispensable introduction 
to the magical beasts of the 
Wizarding World. This brand 
new edition of the essential 

companion to the Harry Potter stories features a 
new foreword from J.K. Rowling, an irresistible new 
jacket by Jonny Duddle, illustrations by Tomislav 
Tomic and six new beasts! Age: 9+ 

we're ALL 
wonders
R J Palacio
Paperback RRP $16.99
A stunning new picture 
book from the author of 
the international bestseller 
Wonder. With spare, 
powerful text and richly-
imagined illustrations, We're 

All Wonders shows readers what it's like to live in 
Auggie's world - a world in which he feels like any 
other kid, but he's not always seen that way. Age: 3+

A differrent dog
Paul Jennings
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
The unforgettable story of a 
remarkable dog, a boy who 
cannot speak and the day 
he finds his voice. From one 
of Australia's most loved 
children's authors. “I'll tell 

you something, Chase. Don't beg. Some people 
beg because they have nothing. But a dog should 
never do it just because someone says the word 
beg…” Age: 10+

frAnkie fish 
And the sonic 
suitcAse
Peter Helliar
Paperback RRP $14.99
What do you do when your 
cranky-pants grandad 
builds a time machine and 
accidently deletes the whole 
family? If you’re Frankie 
Fish, you race against the 

clock to fix it! But can a twelve-year-old prankster 
and an old grump ever get along? And even if they 
manage the impossible – will Grandad’s 
wonky time machine ever get them 
home? Age: 8+

rosie revere's Big 
ProJect Book for 
BoLd engineers
Andrea Beaty & 
David Roberts
Paperback RRP $19.99
Embark on an adventure 
of personal creativity 
and invention with Rosie 

Revere! Kids will have a chance to design a better 
bicycle, build a simple catapault, construct a solar 
oven, and more! As the picture book so brilliantly 
showed young readers, flops are an inevitable part 
of success and something to be celebrated rather 
than feared. Age: 5+

the turnkeY
Allison Rushby
Paperback RRP $16.99
Flossie Birdwhistle is 
the Turnkey at London's 
Highgate Cemetery. As 
Turnkey, Flossie must ensure 
all the souls in the cemetery 
stay at rest. This is a difficult 
job at the best of times for 
a twelve-year-old ghost, but 

it is World War II and even the dead are unsettled. 
Author Allison Rushby has weaved history and 
mystery in this thrilling supernatural story. Age: 9+

the BAd guYs: 
ePisode 5
Aaron Blabey
Paperback RRP $12.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome

truLY tAn: trAPPed!
Jen Storer
Paperback RRP $16.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome

fuLLY doomed
Mick Elliott
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome

mY Life And other 
weAPonised 
muffins
Tristan Bancks
Paperback RRP $15.99

the dArk ProPhecY: 
the triALs of 
APoLLo, Book 2
Rick Riordan
Paperback RRP $22.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome

the BoY And 
the sPY
Felice Arena
Paperback 
RRP $16.99
A thrilling wartime story 
from the bestselling 
author of the Specky 
Magee series.
Life has never been 
easy for Antonio, but 
since the war began 
there are German 

soldiers on every corner, fearsome gangsters and 
the fascist police everywhere, and no one ever 
has enough to eat. But when Antonio decides to 
trust a man who has literally fallen from the sky, he 
leaps into an adventure that will change his life and 
maybe even the future of Sicily… Age: 8+

the curious 
cAse of 
the missing 
mAmmoth
Ellie Hattie
Hardback 
RRP $24.99
Look out! There’s 
a mammoth on 
the loose! Follow 
Oscar through a 
magical museum of 
curious creatures 

to find the mammoth before the clock strikes 
one! The Curious Case of the Missing Mammoth 
is a riotous adventure, packed with fascinating 
facts and lift-the-flap fun. Age: 3+ Special Offer: 
Purchase a copy of The Curious Case of 
the Missing Mammoth and receive a FREE 
plush. *While stocks last.
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But then i cAme 
BAck
Estelle Laure
Paperback RRP $16.99
Eden has always let her 
head lead the way. But 
when she nearly drowns and 
then wakes from a month-
long coma, everything is 
different. Unable to stifle her 
passionate heart anymore, 

she finds herself drawn to a boy, and to a future 
different to what she ever imagined. That's when 
Eden discovers that when it comes to love, first you 
fall, then you have to leap. Age: 12+

A court of wings 
And ruin
Sarah J. Maas
Paperback RRP $17.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Looming war threatens all 
Feyre holds dear in the third 
volume of the New York 
Times bestselling A Court of 
Thorns and Roses series by 

Sarah J. Maas. In this thrilling instalment, the earth 
will be painted red as mighty armies grapple for 
power over the one thing that could destroy them 
all. Age: 15+

the secret 
science of mAgic
Melissa Keil
Paperback RRP $19.99
Joshua is good at magic 
tricks, but he’s not so good 
at talking to Sophia, the 
genius in his class who 
he’s had a crush on for 
years. But with their time 
together in high school 

running out, he has to do something about it, 
soon – because if he’s learned one thing, it’s that 
timing is everything. From the award-winning 
author of Life in Outer Space. Age: 12+

Lord of shAdows
Cassandra Clare
Paperback RRP $27.99
23rd May release, advance 
orders welcome
Sunny Los Angeles is often 
a dark place in the sequel 
to the bestselling Young 
Adult novel of 2016 - Lady 
Midnight. Caught between 
the demands of faerie and 

the laws of the Clave, Emma, Julian, and Mark 
must find a way to come together to defend 
everything they hold dear—before it’s too late. 
Age: 12+

the siLent 
invAsion
James Bradley
Paperback RRP $9.99
It's 2027 and the human 
race is dying. Plants, 
animals and humans 
have been infected by 
spores from space and 
become part of a vast 
alien intelligence. When 

16-year-old Callie discovers her little sister Gracie 
has been infected, she flees with Gracie to the 
Zone to avoid Quarantine. What Callie finds in the 
Zone will alter her irrevocably, and send her on a 
journey to the stars and beyond. Age: 12+

Begin end Begin: 
A #LoveoZYA 
AnthoLogY
Edited by 
Danielle Binks
Paperback RRP $24.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
Bestsellers. Award-winners. 
Superstars. This anthology 
has them all. With brilliantly 

entertaining short stories from beloved young adult 
authors Amie Kaufman, Melissa Keil, Will Kostakis, 
Ellie Marney, Jaclyn Moriarty, Michael Pryor, Alice 
Pung, Gabrielle Tozer, Lili Wilkinson and Danielle 
Binks, this all-new collection will show the world 
exactly how much there is to love about Aussie YA. 
Age: 14+

frogkisser!
Garth Nix
Paperback RRP $19.99
Talking dogs. Mischievous 
wizards. An evil step-step-
father. Loads and loads of 
toads. Such is the life of 
a Frogkisser. So begins 
an exciting, hilarious, 
irreverent quest through the 
Kingdom of Trallonia and 

out the other side, in a fantastical tale 
for all ages, full of laughs and danger, 
surprises and delights. Age: 13+

reLeAse
Patrick Ness
Hardback RRP $24.99
4th May release, advance 
orders welcome
The most personal and 
tender novel yet from 
Patrick Ness, the twice 
Carnegie Medal-winning 
author of A Monster Calls. 
It's Saturday, it's summer 
and, although he doesn't 

know it yet, everything in Adam Thorn's life is 
going to fall apart. But maybe, just maybe, he'll 
find freedom from the release. Time is running out 
though, because way across town, a ghost has 
risen from the lake... Age: 16+

it's ALwAYs ABout 
the food
Monday Morning 
Cooking Club
Hardback RRP $49.99
It's Always About the 
Food is a delicious and 
rich, story-filled snapshot 
of cooking in the global 

Jewish diaspora, which gathers together the very 
best cooking and favourite recipes from the global 
Jewish community, reflecting their love for food and 
cooking, and the importance of the family table. 
This book is all about the food, flavours and the 
most delicious family recipes - not from a restaurant 
or a test kitchen, but from the heart of the home.

dALmAtiA
Ino Kuvacic
Hardback RRP $50.00
In Dalmatia, Ino Kuvacic 
captures the charm of his 
beloved native home, and 
celebrates the food traditions, 
hospitality and signature 
purity of this magical place. 

With chapters covering vegetables and salads, meat 
dishes, fish and seafood and sweets, Dalmatia 
reveals over 100 authentic Croatian recipes. 
Dalmatia will transport you to the sparkling coastline 
of Croatia from your own kitchen.

coAstLine
Lucio Galletto & 
David Dale
Hardback RRP $59.99
A river of gold flows through 
western Italy, southern 
France and eastern Spain. 
It's the olive oil that links 
three great cuisines, along 

with a love of garlic, anchovies, peppers, fresh 
herbs and seasonal vegetables. Coastline explores 
the legacy of the ancient Greeks, the Romans, 
the Arabs and the Vikings, who left the gift of a 
'cuisine of the sun' flavoured with generosity and 
conviviality.

Inspired       LivingTeen & YA
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cruden fArm 
gArden diAries
Michael Morrison
Hardback 
RRP $49.99
Gardener Michael 
Morrison worked 
alongside the late Dame 
Elisabeth Murdoch at 
her home Cruden Farm 

for many years to create one of Australia's finest 
private gardens. His diaries reveal how the garden 
was developed and maintained, but it's also the 
story of a wonderful friendship – Dame Elisabeth 
and Michael Morrison worked together with great 
creativity, dedication and pleasure for four decades. 
The diaries recount the plans he and Dame 
Elisabeth hatched, the triumphs and tensions, and 
the sheer fun of making a garden together.
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Gifts 
& Travel

the urBAn 
fArmer
Justin Calverley 
& CERES
Paperback  
RRP $39.99
Producing our own fruit, 
vegetables, herbs, eggs 
and honey is perfectly 

possible in a suburban space, and this practical 
guide will help urban dwellers develop a more 
sustainable existence. With a deep knowledge of 
permaculture and organic gardening, horticultural 
expert Justin Calverley shows you how to establish 
a diverse urban farm, whether in your own 
backyard, a courtyard or even a balcony.

sunshine sPAces
Beci Orpin
Paperback  
RRP $39.99
In Sunshine Spaces, 
designer Beci Orpin takes 
her cult design skills and 
shows us how to make 
and create a range of fun 
homewares and other 

fabulous ideas for your outdoor space. Inspired by 
the colour and beauty of nature, and using a range 
of easily accessible materials, Beci shows you 
everything you need to know about bringing the 
sunshine into your life and home.

green kitchen 
At home
David Frenkiel & 
Luise Vindahl
Hardback RRP $39.99
In Green Kitchen At Home, 
bestselling authors and 
bloggers David Frenkiel 
and Luise Vindahl are back, 
this time with simple yet 

delicious recipes that can be cooked during a busy 
week, and will allow you to sneak more vegetables 
into your diet. Green Kitchen At Home sets a new 
standard in modern and inspiring vegetarian, vegan 
and gluten-free recipes.

Inspired       Living

the venice Book
Sophie Ullin
Hardback RRP $39.99
Everybody has a Venice they 
love. For its narrative, for its 
culture, for the sheer beauty 
of the city. The Venice 
Book offers up the lagoon 
city’s more discrete, less 
touristy, but no less fabulous 

artworks, foundations, churches and spaces to 
give art vivants a sense of the layers and secrets 
of Venice. Including art itineraries and an essential 
guide to navigating the Olympics of the art world, 
the Biennale, this is the book for everyone who’s 
ever dreamt of Venice.

street Art
Lonely Planet
Hardback RRP $29.99
Discover the street 
art scene in London, 
Melbourne, San Francisco 
and 39 other cities around 
the world through vivid 

photography. From Banksy’s stencils and Invader’s 
mosaics to amazing murals, this insider’s guide 
provides practical details and maps of where to find 
secret stashes of street art, and introduces key 
artists, festivals and locations.

montmArtre
John Baxter
Paperback RRP $22.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
In the second portrait 
of his series Great 
Parisian Neighborhoods, 
award-winning raconteur 
John Baxter leads us 
on a whirlwind tour of 

Montmartre, the hill-top village that fired the 
greatest achievements of modern art while 
also provoking bloody revolution and the sexual 
misbehavior that made Paris synonymous with sin.

AustrALiAnA to 
Zeitgeist
Melissa Loughnan
Paperback RRP $49.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
An A-Z of Contemporay 
Art - Australiana to Zeitgeist 
offers an immersive look 
at a new breed of early 
career Australian artists, it 

delves into the various themes shaping the Australian 
psyche and showcases not only contemporary 
artists, but artists who are making work that is new 
and relevant. Featuring 78 dynamic Australian artists 
you need to know, now.

siLLY isLes
Eric Campbell
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
From the bestselling 
author of Absurdistan, 
comes a hilarious tour 
through small but very 
strange places.
No man is an island. But 

lots of strange men live on them. In more than a 
decade of international reporting, Eric Campbell 
has covered wars, famines, presidencies, and 
revolution. In the islands he surveys here he finds 
microcosms of society, complete with long-lasting 
blood feuds, hidden wars, bizarre histories; all 
the vanities, hopes and rivalries of great powers. 
Wry, witty and clever, with a wonderful eye for 
the absurd, Eric Campbell is the Bill Bryson of the 
small, odd forgotten places around the world and 
what they tell us about the human condition.

iLLuminAting 
wisdom
Deirdre Hassed & 
Craig Hassed
Hardback RRP $34.99
Illuminating Wisdom brings 
art and wisdom together in a 
beautiful celebration of some 

of the world’s most inspiring philosophical, spiritual 
and literary quotes. Approximately 80 quotes, set 
to exquisite calligraphy, are accompanied by text 
giving information on the quote’s author, the wisdom 
tradition to which it belongs, and its deeper meaning.

AustrALiAn stYLe 
Lisa Teh & 
Thom Whilton
Paperback RRP $34.99
The Who’s Who of Fashion. 
From models and designers 
to magazine editors and 
social media starlets, 
Australian Style offers 
insight into the worlds of the 
‘influencers’ of Australian 
fashion – those whose 

lifestyle, personal style and general aura have 
shaped the industry. Special Offer: Purchase 
a copy of Australian Style for your chance to 
WIN a 12-month subscription to Elle Magazine 
Australia. For details go to the competition 
page at www.indies.com.au.

Letters of Love
Alannah & 
Madeline Foundation
Paperback RRP $19.99
The Port Arthur massacre 
was one of Australia’s 
darkest days but the 
response was an outpouring 
of love. The Alannah and 
Madeline Foundation, which 
honours two young sisters 

who died alongside their mother that terrible day, 
again sends love into the community with gloriously 
affirming Letters of Love from fifty prominent 
Australians.

the songs 
of trees: 
stories from 
nAture's greAt 
connectors
David George 
Haskell
Paperback  
RRP $32.99
David Haskell sheds new 

light on the biological networks that surround 
all species, including humans. From Amazonian 
ceibo trees to a Canadian balsam fir, Haskell 
uncovers the natural connections between all 
living things and shows how this networked view 
of life enriches our understanding of biology, 
human nature and ethics.

Gifts, Reviews, Specials
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2017 WINNERs

CATEGORY WINNERs

RECENT INDIE BESTSELLERS
Fiction Non-Fiction Children’s & YA

1 The Midnight Gang by David Walliams

2  The Adventures of Dog Man: Unleashed 
by Dav Pilkey

3 Wonder by R.J. Palacio

4  Double Down: Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Book 11 
by Jeff Kinney

5 In My Heart: A Book of Feelings by Jo Witek

6 I'm Australian Too by Mem Fox

7 The 78-Storey Treehouse by Andy Griffiths

8 Girl Stuff for Girls Aged 8-12 by Kaz Cooke

9 King's Cage by Victoria Aveyard

10 Hot Dog! by Anh Do

1  The Barefoot Investor: The Only Money Guide 
You'll Ever Need by Scott Pape

2 Lion: A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley

3 Fight Like a Girl by Clementine Ford

4 The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben

5 The Case Against Fragrance by Kate Grenville

6 The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck by Mark Manson

7 Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly

8  Songs of a War Boy by Deng Thiak Adut & 
Ben McKelvey

9 When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi

10  Light and Shadow: Memoirs of a Spy's Son 
by Mark Colvin

1 The Dry by Jane Harper

2 The Good People by Hannah Kent

3 Between a Wolf and a Dog by Georgia Blain

4 Truly Madly Guilty by Liane Moriarty

5 Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty

6 Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey

7 The Sellout by Paul Beatty

8 City of Friends by Joanna Trollope
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Australian independent booksellers have announced The Dry by Jane Harper as the 
Indie Book Awards 2017 Book of the Year. The Indie Book Awards, now in its ninth 
year, are chosen by the country’s independent booksellers who select their favourite 
Australian books published in the previous calendar year.

The individual category winners, in Fiction, Non-Fiction, Debut Fiction, Children’s and 
Young Adult, were also announced. From these five category winners the independent 
booksellers selected the best of the best – the Indie Book Awards 2017 Book of the Year.
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Judges’ Comments: ‘An exceptional debut novel. A strong plot and the intense imagery of Jane 
Harper transport the reader to small town Australia. The Dry teases with possibilities, rich in secrets, 
intrigue and suspense. It is a story that will stay with the reader long after the last page is read.’

‘The Dry by Jane Harper is a character driven story of a man coming to terms with the tragic, long 
buried events from his youth. Aaron Falk has never forgotten what happened back then and the story 
looks at all of the characters involved and the consequences for the present. Jane Harper has an array 
of hurt and damaged people which she handles with great aplomb. The reactions and behaviour are 
always believable and the small town politics, prejudices and allegiances are laid bare as the story 
evolves. The Dry is a well thought out and written debut novel.’

CATEGORY WINNER  FICTION
The Last Painting of Sara de Vos by Dominic Smith 
Judges’ Comments: This is a rich and mesmerising story I 
found deeply moving and enthralling. With a wonderful cast 
of characters, the historical detail and setting flawless, and a 
story beautifully evoked, I was captivated up until its compelling 
conclusion. Interweaving the stories of Sara, a Dutch woman 
painter from the Golden Age and Ellie, an Australian art restorer/
curator in 1950’s New York, it’s themes of loss, ambition, love, 
ageing and redemption are poignantly depicted.

CATEGORY WINNER  NON-FICTION
Everywhere I Look by Helen Garner 
Judges’ Comments: This wide-ranging collection 
showcases Garner’s extraordinary talent for picking just the 
right phrase or word, making her writing look cleanly polished 
and effortless… Each article – whether personal anecdote, 
reflection, review or response to the outside world – shows 
a keen and probing intelligence, and the thoughtfulness of 
a mature and generous writer who has experienced life with 
curiosity and a desire to understand how it works. 

CATEGORY WINNER  CHILDREN's
Circle by Jeannie Baker 
Judges’ Comments: A new picture book from Jeannie Baker 
is always much anticipated. Circle doesn’t disappoint. As with 
many of her earlier books, Baker focuses on the complex 
issues of environment. The migratory path of the bar-tailed 
godwit is beautifully explored with Baker’s trademark collage. 
The message of the interdependence of all creatures is well 
executed. There is much in this book to be learned by children 
and adults alike.

CATEGORY WINNER  YOUNG ADULT
Words in Deep Blue by Cath Crowley 
Judges’ Comments: Gentle and engaging, Words in Deep 
Blue, deals with grief, loss and love. It’s also about finding 
solace and comfort in books and words and about discovering 
your true ‘tribe’. Avid readers and book loving teens will 
love the literary references scattered throughout. Sad, but 
comforting and ultimately uplifting.




