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WIMMERA
Mark Brandi   
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
An unforgettable debut 
that brings the darkness in 
an Australian country town 
vividly to life, as it slowly 
reveals its devastating 
secrets. In the long, hot 

summer of 1989, Ben and Fab are best friends. 
When a newcomer arrives, neither realises the 
shadow this man would cast over their lives.

Twenty years later, Fab is still there, going 
nowhere but hoping for somewhere better. Then 
a body is found in the river, and Fab can’t ignore 
the past any more.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Brandi has been 
published, broadcast and 
shortlisted in journals and 
competitions both locally 
and overseas. Originally from 
Marche, growing up Italian in a 
rural Victorian town infl uences much of his work. 
Mark graduated from a criminal justice degree 
and his career includes roles as a policy advisor 
and project offi cer in the Department of Justice, 
before changing direction and deciding to write. 
Mark’s writing has appeared in The Guardian, 
The Age, the Big Issue, and is often broadcast 
on Radio National. He is the winner of the 2016 
UK Crime Writers’ Association Debut Dagger for 
his fi rst novel, Wimmera.
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THE SECRETS SHE 
KEEPS
Michael 
Robotham   
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
 11 July release, 
advance orders 
welcome  

Two women from vastly different 
backgrounds have one thing in 
common - a dangerous secret that 
could destroy everything they hold 
dear. Both will risk everything to hide 
the truth, but their worlds are about to 
collide in a shocking act that cannot 
be undone.

KOH-I-NOOR
William 
Dalrymple & 
Anita Anand   
Hardback 
RRP $24.99
The fi rst 
comprehensive and 
authoritative history 

of the Koh-i Noor, arguably the most 
celebrated and mythologised jewel 
in the world, from the internationally 
acclaimed and bestselling historians 
William Dalrymple and Anita Anand. 
Masterly, powerful and erudite, this 
is history at its most compelling and 
invigorating.

THE VERY 
SLEEPY BEAR
Nick Bland   
Hardback 
RRP $16.99
On a Jingle 
Jangle 
Mountain, as 

the snow fell on the rocks. A sleepy 
bear was being followed by a very 
sneaky fox. But Bear was in a hurry, 
he was running very late. Winter had 
arrived and it was time to hibernate! 

The Very Cranky Bear is back and 
he has a mischievous fox to contend 
with… Age: 3+

HALF WILD
Pip Smith   
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
Based on the 
extraordinary true 
lives of Eugenia 
Falleni, from 
Wellington in 1885 

to Sydney in 1917, Half Wild is Pip 
Smith’s dazzling debut novel about 
perception, identity and judgement – 
and a work of empathy, compassion 
and brilliance.

DARING TO DRIVE
Manal al-Sharif   
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
When Manal, 
a young Saudi 
woman, openly 
defi ed the ban on 
women driving, 

she was imprisoned for nine days. 
Her YouTube video brought her 
international exposure. Manal’s story 
offers a rare glimpse, from the inside, 
of women’s lives in modern Saudi 
Arabia. It is a remarkable exploration 
of resilience and a celebration of 
female solidarity.

CHARLIE AND 
THE KARAOKE 
COCKROACHES
Alan Brough   
Paperback 
RRP $14.99
It begins with an 
interrupted story. 
Then, a mysterious 

box that speaks and sings. Add 
unusually unusual teachers, incredible 
lurking from the Lurker, an insect 
orchestra and a bungling burglar and 
it’s up to Charlie and Hils to save 
three innocent bugs from the forces 
of evil. Age: 8+

THE MUSIC SHOP
Rachel Joyce   
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
17  July release, 
advance orders 
welcome  

From the author 
of the world-wide 

bestseller, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of 
Harold Fry, a new novel about learning 
how to listen and how to feel; and 
about second chances and choosing 
to be brave despite the odds. Because 
in the end, music can save us all…

OCTOBER
China Mieville   
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
The renowned 
fantasy and 
science fi ction 
writer China 
Mieville has long 

been inspired by the ideals of the 
Russian Revolution and here, on 
the centenary of the revolution, he 
provides his own distinctive take on 
its history.

THE ONES THAT 
DISAPPEARED
Zana Fraillon   
Paperback 
RRP $19.99
Around the world, 
millions of people 
- including many 
children - are 

victims of human traffi cking. These 
modern-day slaves often go unseen 
even in our own cities and towns, 
their voices silent and their stories 
untold. In this incredible book, Zana 
Fraillon imagines the story of three 
such children, Esra, Miran and Isa. 
The result is powerful, heartbreaking 
and unforgettable. Age: 12+

AUSTRALIA DAY
Melanie Cheng   
Paperback  RRP $29.99
 3 July release, advance orders 
welcome  

An important and illuminating 
fi ction collection about 
Australian life and identity by 
debut author Melanie Cheng. 

The people she writes about are young, old, rich, 
poor, married, widowed, Chinese, Lebanese, 
Christian, Muslim. What they have in common – 
no matter where they come from – is the desire 
we all share to feel that we belong. The stories 
explore universal themes of love, loss, family 
and identity, while at the same time asking 
crucial questions about the possibility of human 
connection in a globalised world.
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Paperback RRP $32.99

 15 July release, advance orders welcome  

The engrossing real life story of how
Queen Victoria’s favourite son, Prince Alfred, 
undertook the most ambitious Royal tour, only 
for Australia’s overwhelming joy of having the 
fi rst Royal on its shores jolted by his decadent 
behaviour, then shocked by an attempted 
assassination by a man trained as a priest.

‘It illuminates a fascinating but forgotten 
milepost in Australian history’
Professor Geoffrey Blainey, AC

THE PRINCE
AND THE ASSASSIN

Expansive, vivid and 
suspenseful, this is a 
mesmerising,  thoughtful 
and riveting drama of 
power and fate, fathers
and sons, self-invention
and self-deception.

BY STEVE HARRIS


