
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to New Coordinator 

On 3 July I commenced at the South Coast Environment Centre, spending a couple of weeks learning 

the ropes from Sally Roberts, who leaves us to pursue other activities – see below. 

My background is in administration and in conservation and animal management of Australian 

native animals, having worked in the Northern Territory for more than 25 years; 13 of these at 

Territory Wildlife Park and more recently after returning to South Australia, 7 years working with 

and managing the Natives department at Adelaide Zoo.   

I moved to this beautiful part of the world in November last 

year and am loving life down here.  I have post graduate 

qualifications in Captive Animal Management with a particular 

interest in reintroduction biology and promoting and 

preserving the natural environment, and working with 

ongoing conservation programmes.  I look forward to working 

with the local community and others to help with the natural 

resource care and management in this South Coast area.  

Please pop into the Centre anytime to say g’day, and any 

thoughts or suggestions you might have would be welcome. 

Thank you Sally for your considerable efforts in setting up the new premises and giving me a 

fantastic handover and training. 

Gayl Males 

Farewell from Sally Roberts 

In June 2017, I resigned from my position as Coordinator of the South Coast Environment Centre. My 

decision to resign from this position was not an easy one to make, as I have enjoyed carrying out the 

role of Coordinator, and working with SCEC members, volunteers and the Management Committee. I 

have also found it rewarding to help bring about improvements to the Centre’s location and 

facilities, and to use my skills in community engagement in natural resources management.  

However, I am now looking forward to entering into a new career phase, whereby I will be using my 

skills acquired from my MSc in River Environmental Management to create related educational 

material to deliver to the local community, schools and environment groups. While producing this 

educational package, I will also be editing reports for the Environment Protection Authority of SA. I 

will be staying involved in the SCEC in relation to discussions about a possible Repair Cafe in Port 
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Elliot and as a member of the Inman River Catchment Landcare Group. I wish the SCEC and its 

members all the best for the future and I’m sure I’ll see some of you at the monthly Veggie-swap 

Market! 

Annual Reporting  

End of financial year annual reporting for NRM is being completed and will be submitted by the end 

of the month, which summarises the activities of the South Coast Environment Centre over the last 

12 months.  This report highlighted that around 25 events were held throughout the year, including 

the Veggie Swaps which re-commenced in January this year, movies, talks and workshops and 

assisting at field trips.  It also showed that more than 500 people attended these events, and we look 

forward to more events being offered and supported in the next 12 months. 

Veggie Swap  

These are going very well and we are pleased to announce the formation of the Veggie Swap 

Steering Committee who will take over running of the swap market.  Steering committee members 

are: Lorraine, Jayne, Cathy and Gail, so come along, bring your friends and families, goodies to swap 

and stay for a cuppa and a chat.  No veggies? No worries, you can also bring flowers, biscuits or cake, 

recipes or books relating to cooking, gardening or the environment. Some exciting workshops have 

been discussed and are being planned, so watch this space for more details.   

Next market is on Sunday 6th August at Carrickalinga House from 10.00 to 12.00, we look forward to 

seeing you there.  

 

Hoodie Day 

In July there is a day called National Hoodie Day, but down 

here on the South Coast we know of other ‘hoodies’ that 

need our care and support.  Maybe we can set up our own 

‘Hoodie’ day to recognise how special it is that we share our 

Fleurieu coastline with these amazing and very rare 

shorebirds. Hooded Plovers (Thinornis rubricollis) are small- 

to medium-sized coastal shorebirds with a distinctive black 

hood and throat. Listed as vulnerable nationally, there are 

less than 800 of these birds in South Australia. Coastal 

development and human activity are the major threats to 

Hooded Plovers. Nesting at the base of the sand dunes during spring and summer on Adelaide’s 

beaches, they will abandon eggs and chicks if persistently disturbed by vehicles, dogs, humans and 

foxes.  

Sally at her last Veggie Swap in July with 

some of the produce that was shared 



 

Plastic Free July 

Did you know that the plastic bottles, bags and takeaway containers that we use just for a few 

minutes use a material that is designed to last forever? Although more than 6 out of 10 of us are 

already refusing plastic shopping bags, avoiding pre-packed fruit and veg, picking up other people's 

litter and avoiding buying bottled water there is still a huge problem.  Plastic Free July was developed 

in Western Australia in 2011 with a simple campaign to refuse single-use plastic during July.  It aims 

to raise awareness of the amount of plastic in our lives, and from 40 people joining in this challenge 

in Perth in 2011, it now has more than 1 million people worldwide supporting the efforts.  

 

Choosing to be part of the solution, you can 

act by: 

 Avoiding products in plastic packaging 

(choose alternatives) 

 Reducing where possible (opt for refills, 

remember your reusable shopping bags) 

 Refusing plastics that escape as litter 

(e.g. straws, takeaway cups, utensils, 

balloons), and recycling what cannot be 

avoided. 

Although July is now half way through, we 

can all still make a conscious effort – not just this month but forever, to reduce, refuse, and recycle.  

Don’t forget the South Coast Environment Centre is a recycling point for specifics such as printer 

cartridges, old mobile phones (we have just sent more than 20 old phones for recycling), coffee pods 

and dental care products (eg old toothpaste containers and lids, floss containers, old toothbrushes 

etc) so bring them in and we’ll send them off to be recycled.  Other collection points around the area 

for these include the Alexandrina and Victor Harbor Council offices, and of course your recycle bin. 

  
 

Stop Press:  Bird Watchers outing on 24th July 

There is an opportunity to join with the Normanville NRC group on their next bird watching tour, to 

Mundoo Island.  Very limited spaces left of only 4, so it is first in….  Please contact Wendy directly on  

8558 3644 and book your places.  It will be held on Monday 24th July, meet at 10.00 am at the 

entrance to Mundoo Island, off Hindmarsh Island, where you will be taken by bus onto the island 

and looking at both woodland as well as sea birds.  This will be for approximately 1 ½ hours at a cost 

of $40.00 per person.  Thank you Wendy for allowing us to join you.  

 

 

 


