
From Time to Time
A Quarterly Publication of the Commerce City Historical Society

1

www.cchistoric.com

Summer
April, May, June 2015 

Volume 7.  

A Moment In History
A historic Commerce City landmark, Deno’s 6 & 85 Restaurant & Lounge (located near Highways 6 and 85), 
has been a mainstay for truckers since 1947. While flame-grilled steaks are popular menu items at this diner, 
Deno’s also serves a number of  dishes made from scratch, including New Mexican staples such as enchiladas, 
tacos, tostadas and red and green chile.

5555 Colorado Blvd, Commerce City, CO 80022
303-295-7672

Upcoming Events 

Membership Meeting 
Friday, July 17, 2015 at 

7:00 p.m. 

Neighborhood Outreach 
at Pioneer Park Thursday, 

Aug. 13 from 6-8 p.m.

Dottie Bakke Clean-up 
day August 15 
from 7-11 a.m.

 6140 Holly Street

Victorian Tea at the 1892 
Dottie Bakke House 

August 22 from 1-3 p.m.

Spaghetti Dinner on 
September 12, 2015

Pioneer picnic and 
Anniversary Celebration 
Saturday Sept. 19, 2015 
10 a.m. -2 p.m. at the 
Cultural Center and 
Museum to include
Joy Roybal Family 

Reception and Roybal 
Barber Shop 

History Display

Call Debra Bullock for 
reservations 303-946-3426

Don’t forget to get your tickets for the spaghetti dinner to support the 
South Adams Fire Department!
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Johnson Dairy
A piece of  Commerce City history is going away. The Johnson Farm Dairy land, located at 5201 East 56th Ave., has been sold to 
Old Dominion Trucking Company.  In September demolition will begin, and all of  the current buildings are going to be demol-
ished. The CCHS spent the day on June 30 filming and taking pictures with the family to record this piece of
history. You can see the history display at the museum.

Jerry Johnson, Ann Emerson and Bruce Johnson

Debra Bullock, Jerry Johnson, Julie Hohn, Ann Emerson, Margie Buschman, and Harry Buschman  in the hay loft listening to 
Jerry and Ann tell about their memories of  living on the farm. 

The I.X.L. Dairy…5201 East 56th Avenue

John Johnson was born in Copenhagen, Denmark on December 8, 1864.  He immigrated to America in 1882.  Hattie Johnson was 
born in Sweden on January 18, 1867.  She immigrated to America in 1887.  She met John Johnson at a Swedish picnic.  They were 
married in 1900 and built their home on what is now 56th Avenue in Commerce City.  John operated a dairy farm.  At first he was 
in partnership with his brother-in-law, Mr. Lindvall and then later he operated his own dairy.  They had one daughter Lillie.  John 
passed away in 1917 in an accident in Henderson picking up hay.  His horses were spooked and he was run over by a hay mower.  
After John’s death Hattie worked hard to keep the farm.  She passed away September 28, 1944. 

Axel and Lillie Johnson owned and operated the I.X.L. Dairy from 1924 to 1954 which they purchased from Ida and Victor Dan-
ielson (I.X.L.Danielson Dairy).  Axel and Lillie built a home next to John and Hattie (5171 East 56th Avenue). They  had three 
children (Robert, Ann and Jerry).  All graduated from Adams City High School.  
Robert has 2 sons (Bruce and Stuart), Ann has 3 daughters (Julie, Loraine, and 
Karen) and Jerry has 1 daughter (Cara). 

Lillie died young at the age of  60 on December 27, 1963 following an operation.  
Axel Johnson lived to the age of  82 passing away in May of  1972.  Robert, the el-
dest son passed away in 2014.  Jerry and Ann are still living.  Jerry lives in Denver 
and Ann lives in Commerce City and are both members of  the Commerce City 
Historical Society.

                                                              Axel Johnson with his dairy truck
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Harlow Leeper and Debra Bullock are working on recording the Hog Ranching History in Commerce City.  Shirley Leeper 
started this project before she passed away and Harlow is finishing it. Watch for our date for this presentation in September.  

Al Krogh Hog Ranch-64th and Colorado Blvd.

From Time to Time Annual Luncheon Highlights 
APRIL 26, 2015

Thank you to the Committee: Debra Bullock, JoAnn Stevenson, Esther Hall, Thelma Cole, Reba Drotar, Pam Meier.
And a special thanks to all the volunteers who helped us this year! 

Gary Drotar
Karen and D. Brooks

Debbie Barry
Riley Barry

Steve and Kristi Douglas
Raymond Hall

Harley Hall  
Lela Winkler

Robbyn and Damon Martinez
Lisa Ruger and 2 her helpers- from Nova Catering 

Steven Kreutzer - Video
Rene’Bullock – MC    

Micayla Bellamy – Music
Larry Quintana – Prayer

We would like to acknowledge and thank Salon Madrid for hosting us each year for this event. Thank you Cristina and 
Manuel Luna. We are very grateful for your partnership.  

THE HONOREES THIS YEAR 2015!
Lois Kimmes (posthumously)

Bob Gehler
Reba Drotar

CCHS Membership and the First Board of  Directors
Riggi Oil
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Commerce City Historical Society Supports 
Leadership Commerce City Starting August 21, 2015
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CCHS WENT TO CENTRAL CITY MAY 17, 2015
Thank you to all who supported this fundraiser! 

2015 Coloring Book Distribution 

The 2015 coloring book distribution was another success. This 
year we handed out 940  books and crayons on April 16 and 17, 
2015.

Our volunteers were::
Esther Hall
Rene’Bullock
Debra Bullock
Ron Brown
Thelma Cole
Mary Morton
Hester Bonnell
And, Dottie Bakke

A big thank you to the Adams 14 School District for printing 
the coloring books and the Quality Community Foundation and 
CCPBA for awarding us grants to be able to do fund this project.

Commerce City Business Community

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A PRESENTATION FOR YOUR 
EMPLOYEES OR LOOKING FOR AN EMPLOYEE OUTING? 

The CCHS has developed a History Power Point.  If  you would like to 
invite us in to your business we would love to share this with YOU AND 
YOUR employees.  We are also available for your business to stop by for 

refreshments to see our museum. 
 Call us at 303-288-2590 or 303-946-3426 to schedule your appointment.
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Firehouse Number 4 Demolition

Firehouse number 4 demolition (located at 8600 Rosemary Street) took place the week of  July 6, 2015 to rebuild a new fire 
house for a paid fire staff.  

2015 Spring Garage Sale 

A big thanks to Esther Hall for organizing our Spring 
Garage/Plant sale, and another big thanks to all the 
volunteers: (Esther Hall, Debra Bullock, Leora 
Richards, Ron Brown, Sheila Harris, Hester Bonnell).

EXCITING NEWS!!!!! 

The CCHS Board of  Directors are working with Adams 
City High School Principal (Gionni Thompson) and 
ACHS staff  to create a Local History Class curriculum 
to be started in 2016 (January).  

Stay Tuned for more information in our next newsletter.
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CCHS appreciates our business members!
As a new feature in our newsletter, the Commerce City Historical Society is adding this Business 

Membership Page featuring advertisements for those businesses that have either a Business/Corporation
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7035 E. 72nd Ave
Commerce City 80022

(303) 287-7480

La Casa del Rey
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VIDEOS UPDATE    

Memorial Day Parade - May 25, 2015 (Photos Only)
Johnson Family Dairy (56th Avenue) - May 30, 2015
Charlene Kittinger
Fire Station Number 4 Demolition - Monday July 6, 2015
Outdoor Pool Dedication - Thursday July 9, 2015
Outdoor Pool Grand Opening - Friday July 10, 2015

VISITORS TO THE MUSEUM… 

April 2, 2015 – CCBPA (Commerce City Business and Professionals Association After Hours)

May 6, 2015 – Golden Eagles -  Retired Teachers Group Breakfast

OUT AND ABOUT IN COMMERCE CITY WITH THE CCHS

April 8, 2015 at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal Wildlife Refuge for the naming of  the visitor Center (Pat Schroeder 
Visitor Center)

May 25
Memorial Day Parade 
  

July 9
Outdoor Pool at Pioneer Park – Dedication

July 10
Outdoor Pool at Pioneer Park – Grand Opening
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HISTORY COLORING BOOK CONTEST 

Awarding the winners Monday May 18, 2015
The Commerce City Historical Society developed a Commerce City History coloring book in 2012 and created the Coloring 

Book Contest to follow the distribution of  the coloring books.
Each year we continue to educate the children about 
their local history and expose them to the local City 

Government and to the city hall.  This has become an annual program for us.  
 

SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN 2015:
Turnberry Elementary
Landmark Academy
Alsup Elementary
Dupont Elementary
Kemp Elementary
Rose Hill Elementary
Central Elementary
Monaco Elementary

COLORING BOOK CONTEST WINNERS:

HENDERSON ELEMENTARY
Isabella Gallegos 

TURNBERRY ELEMENTARY
•	 Keegan Witson
•	 Elly Swartz
•	 Angelia Castilleja
•	 Trinity Turner
•	 Deven whitlock
•	 Amber Bock
•	 Katie Meyer
•	 Brayden Phifer
•	 Payton Z.
•	 Carson Liddiard
•	 Emma Payne
•	 Megan Calhoun

KEMP ELEMENTARY
•	 Yalitza Macias-2
•	 Nathan Maynard
•	 Shelby Harris

ALSUP ELEMENTARY
•	 Ramon Rodriquez
•	 Priscilla Oliva Perez
•	 Jazmin Mendoza

DUPONT ELEMENTARY
•	 Cecilia Aguilar
•	 Camila Sanchez
•	 Karen Castro

ROSE HILL ELEMENTARY
•	 Lilah Lucero
•	 Fidel Ramirez
•	 Jade 
•	 Cesar 

CENTRAL ELEMENTARY
•	 Dalaney Hernandez
•	 Jorge Barraza
•	 Diana Juarez-Malggon
•	 Oasis

HANSON ELEMENTARY
•	 Karely Alfizar
•	 Jarentzin Rios
•	 Emile’ Martinez
•	 Nereli Martinez

MONACO ELEMENTARY
•	 Marely Gonzalez-Perches
•	 Emely Corado-Vega
•	 Obed Gomez-Munoz
•	 Alex Fowler
•	 Maria Depaz
•	 Rita Duran DeLuna
•	 Jose Morales

MAY 9 WORK PARTY AT THE CCHS 
STORAGE BUILDING.  

THANK YOU STOUT STREET FOUNDATION 
FOR SENDING US SOME WORKERS AND TO 

OUR MEMBERS THAT HELPED CLEAN UP 
AROUND OUR STORAGE BUILDING.
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COMMERCE CITY HERITAGE AND CULTURAL CENTER
6505 East 60th Avenue – 303-288-2590
Hours:  Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or by appointment
Come and see the history of Commerce City, businesses, organizations, people and much more!
 
The First History Museum in Commerce City

Come and check out our history displays
•	 Memorabilia	from	the	old	Adams	City	High	School
•	 Mile	High	Kennel	Club	history	and	memorabilia
•	 Arsenal	history	and	memorabilia
•	 The	First	100	Years	of 	Derby
•	 Fish	Hatchery	History	in	Adams	County	and	Commerce	City
•	 Commerce	City	Mayor
•	 Roller	Skating	Rink	in	Derby

CCHS Visitors for April - June - 95

CCHS Storage Facility
7450 Highway 2

Email: cchistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: cchistoric.com

Our Mission
“To	Preserve	the	

Commerce	City	Area	History”
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Charter Members:
Joy Bishop
Hester Bonnell
Debra Bullock
Rene’ Bullock
Thelma Cole
Cindy Comstock
Gary Comstock
Kristi Douglas
Steve Douglas
Gary Drotar
Reba Drotar
Samantha Ford

New Members: April –June 2015:
Ken Kenworthy
Nancy Dade
Bessie Martinez
Iris Marquez
Deanna Smith
Judy Walters
Linda Andolsek
C.A. Barnick
Lois Clegg 

Renewals: April-June 2015
Carol Dietz
Julie Hohn
Bonnie Campbell
Reba and Gary Drotar
Cyrus Douglas
Ann Emerson
Carol Kenworthy
Ted Kimmes
Wayne Maddox
Dixie Pierce
Susan Carabajal
Mary Krenzer
Teresa Muniz
Darlene Muniz
Leora Richards
Family of  Dave and Charlene Busby
Family of  David and Sherrie Hage
Family of  Carroll and Dolores Harr
Family of  Dami Hummel

Sean Ford
Esther Hall
Bob Hutchings
Dorothy Hutchings
Gene Leffel
David Lutter
Dustin McIntyre
Loretta Petty
Don Sater
JoAnn Stevenson
Dick Stevenson
Janet Union
Norm Union
June Younger
Troy Younger

 
DONATIONS:

Sundyne (Julie Hohn) - $350.00
Rene’ and Debra Bullock - 

$125.00
Dick and JoAnn Stevenson - 

$1000.00
Janet Jackson - $100.00
Manuel Luna - $500.00 

MUSEUM DONATIONS: 
April-June - $260.00

Board Members:
 JoAnn Stevenson – President
 Esther Hall – Vice-President
 Debra Bullock – Secretary/Treasurer
Thelma Felkins-Cole– Membership Director
 Reba Drotar – Historian

Advisory Board Members:
Pam Meier
Casey Hayes


