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2015 Calendar
We have a few 

calendars left for 2015.  
Cost $8.00

This year, the bus tour was a success. Saturday, December 13, 
we drove around the city in a bus rented from Arrow Stage 
Lines. We added a surprise visit to the Denver and County 

building this year. The bus was full. We had our chili supper 
before - supplied by members - and then left the church at 5:45. 

There are many beautiful lights to see in Commerce City.  
We had four winners this year. 

2014 
Christmas Lights 

Bus Tour

Thank You!
The Commerce City 

Historical Society Board 
would like to thank June 

Younger for all of  her 
years of  dedication and 
hard work that she con-

tributed to the 
Commerce City 

Historical Society.  June 
resigned as a board 

member on November 
5, 2014. We are sorry to 
see her leave and we will 
miss her and we wish her 

the best of  luck in her 
future endeavors.

DUPONT AREA: Robert Vashaw and 
Kim Weber;  5881 E. 77th Avenue
Robert and Kim have been on a two cross 
country road trips in the summer of  2014 
looking for Christmas decorations. He purchased 
most of  his blow molds in Chicago.

IRONDALE AREA: Dean and Geri 
Frazell; 8786/8796 Ulster Street
Dean and Geri have lived in Irondale for over 50 
years.  He decorates 2 houses (His house and his 
Mom’s house).

FRONTERRA AREA: Steve Brecheisen 
and Keith Dipprey; 15333 E. 100th Court
Steve and Keith have been previous winners on 
our bus trip.  They upgrade every year and their 
house is wonderful!

HARVEST MEADOWS AREA: Mike 
and Jean Onstott; 10046 Fraser Street
Mike and Jean have a grand house to look at.  
Mike is an IT person and he controls his lights 

right from his computer.
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Letter from the President

Commerce City Heritage and Cultural Center

CCHS has had a wonderful year. We have our Museum, and we have settled in and are open 
for visitors.  

Commerce City has approved a wonderful preservation plan for the City Master Plan. This 
plan will make it possible to designate historic sites to be preserved. Also, our  membership 
has grown. Congratulations to all of  us who are part of  CCHS. Thanks for your help.    

~JoAnn Stevenson

The First History Museum in Commerce City

6505 East 60th Avenue 
303-288-2590

January Hours:  
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Or by appointment 

Come and see the 
history of Commerce 

City, businesses, 
organizations, people 

and much more!

2



From Time to Time

The Commerce City Historical Society Receives a grant from the 
Commerce City Business and Professional’s Association 

On Dec 11, CCHS receives their grant check at the annual 
Santa Bag Packing Day for the Derby Winter Festival.

CCHS Receives Grant

Leora Richards and Esther Hall selling craft items for the 
CCHS.

Holiday Craft Sales

Lois, a long-time resident and CCHS member, donated her Christmas village to the museum and 
she helped us put it up as a display for Christmas.

Lois Bertapelle
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Thanks to Esther Hall, Debra Bullock, Ron Brown, Sheila Harris, 
Donna Oberbeck, and Lois Bertapelle for decorating the 

museum for the Christmas holidays.

Decorating the Museum for Christmas

 After almost 18 months of  research Kris and Tim Hoehn, of  Hoehn Architects, presented the final 
findings for the Derby Survey at Key Bank on Friday December 2.  The final reports are available at 
the Commerce City Heritage and Cultural Center.  We would like to thank Key Bank for being one 

of  our partners in the community and for allowing us to use their space for this presentation.

The Derby Survey Project
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Would You Like to be a Committee Chairperson? 

The Commerce City Historical Society Hosted the 
Adams 14 Administration for lunch at the museum November 4

Interested in serving the Commerce City  Historical Society as  committee chairperson? 

The list of  committees we need to have a chairperson for include:

•	   Northern Range History Committee
•	   Adams City High School History Club
•	   Publicity and Publications Committee

If  you are interested, please call 
Debra Bullock at 303-288-2590.
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Commerce City Historical Society
Participates in the Derby Winter Festival

The CCHS donated money for three food baskets, and 
donated cookies for the cookie distribution with 

Ron and Kathy Struwe family and friends, at the Derby 
Winter Festival on December 12.

CCHS On-Hand for Ground Breaking and Grand Openings

October 24, 2014
Ace Hardware Grand Opening

December 4, 2014
Fronterra Park Ground Breaking
Just more than a year after voters approved a sales tax increase, city 
officials were on hand Thursday, Dec. 4, for the ground-breaking 
ceremony for one of  five capital projects.

Emergency Care Opens 
December 17, 2014 

First Choice Emergency Room 
15100 E. 104th Avenue, Commerce City,

Dr. Evan Schwartz, Facility Medical Director.

City Council attended the opening 
(Mayor Sean Ford, Mayor Pro-Tem 

Rene’ Bullock, Councilman Rick Teter 
and Steven Douglas).

First Choice Emergency Room 
facilities are equipped with a full 
radiology suite, as well as on-site 
laboratories – all staffed by board-
certified physicians and emergency 

trained Registered Nurses.

Ground Breaking for the Boys and Girls Club
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Ground Breaking for the Boys and Girls Club
Commerce City Mayor Sean Ford, Congressman Ed Perlmutter CO-07, representatives from Suncor Energy and 

other community supporters joined Boys & Girls Clubs of  Metro Denver on Tuesday, October 21, for a ground 
breaking celebration at the new site of  Suncor Boys & Girls Club in Commerce City, Colo. Speakers at the event 

included: Commerce City Mayor Sean Ford, Congressman Ed Perlmutter (CO-07), Nancy Thonen with Suncor, Boys 
& Girls Clubs of  Metro Denver CEO John L. Barry and Haramarys, a Boys & Girls Club member.

Commerce City Celebrates Ground Breaking for New Outdoor Leisure Pool

Commerce City celebrates the beginning of  construction on the first of  five voter-approved capital projects Oct. 
23, 2014. The first of  its kind in Commerce City, the new outdoor leisure pool at Pioneer Park will 

feature a 5,000-square foot leisure pool, three water slides, a lazy river, a toddler pool and more. Students from 
Rose Hill Elementary School who submitted the winning games theme for the new pool will join city council and 

community leaders for the ceremonial event and learn more about pool, which will open next summer.
 

WHERE: East side of  Pioneer Park 
5950 Holly Street, Commerce City

The pool will be named PARADICE.  
There was a naming contest through the city 

and the Council voted on the final name.
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In Memoriam
Mildred C. Baker
Born in Denver on Dec. 20, 1924
Departed on Oct. 7, 2014, and resided in Commerce City, CO
Mildred Baker passed away suddenly on October 7, 2014. Mildred was born in 1924 in Denver, 
Colorado to Robert Collins and Minnie (Sullivan) Collins. She graduated from Manual High School in 
1942. Mildred married Gerald Baker in 1945 and they had two sons, Clifford and Clyde. They moved to 
Commerce City in 1955 and she worked for Booth-Rouse Equipment Co. for 24 years. After she retired 
she joined the Commerce City Music Makers and participated in the group for 27 years. She was a 
member of  the First Baptist Church of  Commerce City which became Open Door Fellowship Church 
of  Commerce City which became Good News Community Church since about 1963. She was preceded 

in death by her husband Gerald in 2005. She is survived by her sons Clifford (Shirley) Baker of  Greeley, CO and Clyde (Terri) 
Baker of  San Antonio, TX. She is also survived by her sister Vivian Jella of  Denver, CO and Cousin Donna Hernandez of  
San Francisco. She also has four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Timothy Joe Black 
September 16, 1947 - December 4, 2014 
Resided in Westminster, CO 
Timothy Joe Black, 67, of  Westminster, Colorado passed away on December 4, 2014. He is survived 
by his wife, Karen; and many loving family members. Timothy was the son of  Denver and Earlea 
Black. Services were held at Family in Christ Community Church, 11355 North Sheridan Boulevard, 
Westminster, CO 80020 on Thursday December 11, 2014.

KENNETH LOEL DOSS    
November 23, 1962- November 28, 2014
Kenneth L. Doss, 52, of  Commerce City, CO. passed away peacefully on November 28, 2014 at the 
Denver hospice, after losing a short battle with stage IV liver cancer.  He was born on November 
23, 1962 to Estel R. and Lois J. Doss in Denver, CO.  He graduated from Adams City High School 
in 1980.  Kenneth worked as a store manager for McDonalds in Commerce City, as well as some 
of  their other stores. Kenneth is survived by his parents, Estel and Lois Doss, of  Commerce City, a 
daughter, Angela Marie Doss and her significant other, Rudy Stines of  Lakewood, Co and a son, 
Brendon Aric Doss, his wife, Marysol and their two children, Luna and Leonardo of  Lincoln, NE.  

Leonardo was born 3 days before Kenneth passed away.  He had four siblings; Sherlyn (Gregory) keiling, Curtis (Anita) Doss, 
Kelvin (Regina) Doss, Duane (Tamera) Doss.  He also had 14 nieces and nephews and 6 great nieces and nephews and his 
children’s half-brother, David Erion.A memorial service was held December 12, 2014 at 3:00 pm at the Nativity Lutheran 
Church.

In Memory of
Randy Jay Kittinger 
Randy Jay Kittinger, 60 of  Commerce City, Colorado died on Monday, October 20, 2014, at 
Decedent’s Residence in Commerce City, Colorado. Born Sunday, May 30, 1954 in Denver, 
Colorado , he was the son of  Charlene Nelson and the late John Kittinger. Surviving are daughter, 
Tobi (Christopher) Kittinger-Pond, Sister Kathy (Dave) Griffin, and granddaughter Callista Pond.
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In Memoriam
Mick Mitchell
October 23, 1933 - October 15, 2014
Harry Brainard “Mick” Mitchell Jr., 80, of  Brighton Colorado, passed away on October 15, 2014 
with family by his side. Loving husband and friend of  Rita Mitchell; loving father of  David
(Debbie) Mitchell, Steven (Mitzi) Mitchell, and Marjorie Mitchell; loving grandfather of  Tiffany 
(Shawn) Moss, Miranda (Dylan)Baker, Ashley Mitchell (Mike Reed), Jonathan (Gina) Mitchell, 
and Timothy Mitchell; loving great-grandfather of  eleven. Mick was a loving brother to Charles 
“Bud” Mitchell whom precedes him in death. Mick was born on October 23, 1933 to Harry B. 
Mitchell, Sr. and his wife Florentine during the height of  the Great Depression. From the very 
beginning he was a gift to his family. Though he grew up poor, his family always found ways to find 
the bright side of  things and he carried that attitude on to his own family. Mick was a third 

generation Coloradan. He was one of  the three founders of  Mitchell & Sons, which manufactured Mitchell campers for many 
years. Life revolved around his family and his family business. Boisterous and full of  life; he was easily remembered. Mick took his 
family on many trips all over the USA and Canada in Mitchell campers. His grandchildren and great-grandchildren came running 
to him when they saw him. After he retired, Mick wrote several books with stories about his family. He will be fondly remembered 
and dearly missed by all who knew him. The funeral service will be held at 2:00 PM on October 21, 2014 at Highland Mortuary in 
the Chapel.

Danial Lee Simmons of Commerce City,
Son of  the late Samuel Simmons and Irene Ruby
Father of  Jennifer (Nicholas) LaPenna, Danial Simmons and Joshua Simmons.
Brother of  Diana (Ken) Schafer, Pam (Jim) Birdsell. 
Grandfather of  Leilonni, Bo, Jaxon, Rocco, Hayleigh, Amy and Joshua.
Preceded in death by his two brothers Steven and Rusty Simmons.
Memorial Service 2:00pm Friday, December 19 at Aspen Magnolia Chapel. 6580 E. 73rd Ave. Commerce 
City.

Karolyn Denise (Link) Yattaw
( July 3, 1957 - December 20,2014 )
Karolyn Yattaw of  Commerce City, Colorado, passed away suddenly at St. Anthony’s Central Hospital on 
Saturday December 20, 2014 at 6:23 am. Karolyn was born in Merced, California on July 3, 1957, to Leroy 
and Martha Link that now reside in Russellville, Arkansas. She went to Clovis High School in Clovis, New 
Mexico for most of  her high school years, But Graduated from Adams City High School where she finished 
her senior year. Karolyn worked in Banking for 35 years, in various areas and with multiple banks over the 
years and was currently working for Colorado Business Bank ( CoBiz ) of  Colorado in the Loan Operations 
Department, after leaving Vectra Bank recently. She is survived by her husband of  34 years, Jeffery L Yattaw 
of  Commerce City. They had been together for 37+ years and will be Sorely missed. She is survived by three 

younger brothers - Terry Link (Sherilyn Link ) of  Colorado, Delbert Link (Karen Link ) of  Arkansas, and Bruce Link ( Amber 
Link ) of  Arkansas. Also survived by multiple nieces and nephews residing in Arkansas. Karolyn was Cremated at Aspen 
Mortuary and internment will be decided at a later date. She would want to thank all the good friends and colleagues she has met 
over the years and wish them Gods Speed, until she meets all again in a better place. Thanks for all your Thoughts and Prayers. 
God Bless All.
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2015 Jean Klein Angel Awards
We are now accepting nominations for the Jean Klein Angel Awards for 2015. We have two categories:

1.  Jean Klein Angel Award
2.  Business Award

JEAN KLEIN ANGEL AWARD
The Commerce City Historical Society has initiated the Jean Klein Angel award to honor recipients 

that have made contributions of  time and talent to the City, the people and the area that profoundly and 
positively affected our history.

BUSINESS AWARD
The Commerce City historical Society has initiated the Business Award for the businesses in Com-

merce City that have been in business for over 50 years and who have profoundly and positively affected 
our history.  Please mail you nominations to the Commerce City Historical Society, 6505 East 6oth 

Avenue or bring them to the museum on Saturday mornings. 

Nominations are due by February 28, 2014, by email to cchistoricalsociety@yahoo.com, 
or mail to 6505 East 60th Avenue, or drop it off at the Museum. 

We headed to the hills on Sunday November 2
Commerce City Historical Society Visits Central City
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Commerce City Historical Society
2015 Calendar
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CCHS appreciates our business members!
As a new feature in our newsletter, the Commerce City Historical Society is adding this Business 

Membership Page featuring advertisements for those businesses that have either a Business/Corporation
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Commerce City Historical Society
Application for Membership

NAME:__________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________

Phone Number:______________home _____________cell_________________
Business Name: ______________________Date Paid_____

Annual Dues
Please make checks payable to: Commerce City Historical Society,

6505 East 60th Avenue, Commerce City, CO  80022

Individual        $10.00  _____(per year)
Family        $25.00  _____(per year)
Business/Corporation      $100.00  _____(per year)
Life Membership      $500.00   _____(one time)
Senior Lifetime Membership (Age 65 Plus)  $250.00         _____(one time) 

How would you like to be notified of  meetings and the Newsletter?
  Email__________________ phone________________ mail____________

Donations

I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution 
to the Commerce City Historical Society: 

Please make checks payable to: Commerce City Historical Society,
6505 East 60th Avenue, Commerce City, Colorado 80022

NAME:__________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Phone Number:_____________home _____________cell
Email: __________________________________________
Business Name: __________________________________
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Mailing Address:
10671 Nucia Ct.
Commerce City, CO 80022

Museum Address:
Commerce City Heritage and Cultural Center
Open Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
6505 E. 60th Avenue
Commerce City, CO 80022
303-288-2590

CCHS Storage Facility
7450 Highway 2

Email: cchistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
Website: cchistoric.com

Our Mission“To Preserve the 
Commerce City Area History”
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