
 

April 8, 2020 

 

Available position: Phycology Specialist with Cascadia Seaweed 

Position will remain open until filled. 

Background: Cascadia Seaweed is growing to be the largest ocean cultivator of seaweed in North 

America. We are achieving this by building and seeding farms off the pristine coast of British 

Columbia. We currently cultivate brown seaweeds (kelps) in ocean farms and are expanding into 

tank-based production of red seaweeds (dulse). As a first step, our ocean farm operations demand 

the highest standard of nursery operations for the production of kelp seed.  

Responsibilities: To support these operations, we are seeking an experienced Phycology Specialist, to 

be “Chief Science Officer”, with a background and education in macroalgae, including the skills and 

interest to oversee and lead cultivar selection, management and R&D, supervise and lead a nursery 

team for production of kelp seedlings, oversee and monitor the in- ocean growth phase, and supervise 

and lead a team responsible for tank-based production of dulse (Palmaria mollis), among other 

responsibilities.  

The position will be based on Vancouver Island. In 2020, the nursery will be located in Bamfield. A 

permanent site will be selected and developed by Q3 2021. The Palmaria cultivation site may be 

co-located with the kelp seed facility or may be in another coastal Vancouver Island location. The 

incumbent will be expected to travel between sites, as well as to the ocean farm sites.  

Education: Minimum MSc in Marine Biology/Botany/Ecology with specific coursework in macroalgal           

lifecycles, or related fields, is required. Specifics of kelp propagation, nursery operations, and             

ocean/tank propagation can be developed on the job or through collaboration.  

Experience: The position requires operating in both the lab and the field; relevant experience with 

conducting work and/or research in these environments will be prioritized. The incumbent must have 

demonstrable skills in study design and leading the collection and analysis of data.  

Skills: Additional skills in writing reports, securing external funding via grant applications, snorkeling 

and SCUBA diving, commercial operations, marine operations, office/lab management, deploying and 

retrieving environmental data loggers, and/or project management are desirable.  

We wish to thank all applicants for their interest and advise that only those candidates selected for an 

interview will be contacted. All positions at Cascadia Seaweed require applicants to be at least 16 years 

old and eligible to work in Canada. 
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Further information on this position can be obtained by emailing info@cascadiaseaweed.com  

 

 

9774 Third Street   |   Sidney, British Columbia, Canada   |   V8L 3A4   |   www.cascadiaseaweed.com 

mailto:info@cascadiaseaweed.com

