
Stitching 

Saddle Stitching (Saddle Wire/Stitch Trim) 

Definition:  

Saddle Stitching is a method of binding one or more printed sections together, with or without a 

cover, by means of wire staples (stitches) through the spine and centrefold. Otherwise known as 

Booklet Making or Stitched.  

 

What is it used for?  

Commonly used for Brochures, Annual Reports, Booklets, Newsletters, Price Lists, Catalogues, Parish 

Plans, Town Plans 

 

At what point do we do it?  

Saddle Stitching is a print finishing process (after printing).  

 

How do we do it?  

Our Stitch Trimming machine will inset (gather) sections, stitch with the number and type of wire 

required and trim on 3 edges to the finished size.  

More about: 
We can saddle stitch with up to 4 stitches (wires). Endorse Folding (folding in half after stitching) is 

possible by using our mobile knife unit, enabling thin products to be folded in half after stitching and 

trimming.  

 

Perfect Binding 

Definition:  

Perfect Binding is a method for binding printed sheets suitable for binding documents where they 

are too thick to saddle stitch. Perfect Binding is most commonly used on paperback books.  

 

What is it used for?  

Commonly used for Price Lists, Magazines, Brochures & Catalogues.  

 

At what point do we do it?  

Perfect Binding is a print finishing process (after printing).  

 



How do we do it?  

The pages and printed sections are gathered in order, spine milled (the spine is ground to provide a 

key), and held together with a hot melt adhesive. A cover (usually on a heavier paper weight) is 

attached to the spine and is formed around the book. 

More about: 
The minimum thickness of a perfect bound print job is approx 3mm (around 48pp). The maximum 

thickness is 50mm. 

 

 

Stab Stitching 

Definition:  

Stab Stitching is used mainly for office documents and in essence is two or more very strong, long 

staples that bind together loose sheets up to 25mm thick.  

 

What is it used for?  

Commonly used for Office stationery eg. NCR Pads, Purchase Order Pads, Invoice Pads, Sales Order 

Forms etc.  

 

At what point do we do it?  

Stab Stitching is a print finishing process (after printing).  

 

How do we do it?  

Loose sheets are collated, usually with a grey backboard and Manila top sheet, they are stab stitched 

with our stab stitching machine approx. 8mm from the edge and to ensure the item is secure and 

presentable we then apply calico tape to the spine. 

 

 

Wiro Binding 

Definition:  

A method for binding loose leaves using a series of metal wire loops formed from a single 

continuous wire run through punched holes on the binding edge.  

 



What is it used for?  

Commonly used for Price Lists, PLOF, Training Manuals, Calendars & Notepads.  

 

At what point do we do it?  

Wiro Binding is a print finishing process (after printing).  

 

How do we do it?  

The pages are gathered in order, punched, and the metal wiro spine is inserted and clenched.  

More about: 
Wiro Binding allows the book to lie flat and is such is well suited to the production of manuals. 


