
It is not easy to find a working beardie pup when you are living in Germany. 
 
In 2012 I decided to buy a bearded collie puppy.  Being disappointed by several  

behaviour problems of my 2 grown up beardies concerning all kind of noises and 
the tendency of German ‘show line’ Beardies to grow more and longer coats with 
every new generation I decided that a working beardie pup might be a good idea. 

 
I searched through the internet and found only one German breeder who owns 

dogs of a ‘working line’ and who was planning to have puppies in the next half year.  
Unfortunately the bitch did not get pregnant as planned and I was on the search 
again. 

 
Somebody gave me the opportunity to post my problem on the Facebook site of 
The Working Brearded Group” and I got an answer from someone who knew some-

body in England who had puppies. 
 
So a week later I was on the plane to Southampton to meet little 4 week old  

Murphy for the first time.  Another 4 weeks later I came again by plane to take him 
to his new home.  It is not allowed to transport a puppy from another county 
through France by car because of the non-complete rabies vaccination.  So I had to 

take the plane again and was very grateful that some airlines allow their customers 
to take small dogs with then in the cabin as long as they are kept inside a special 
travel bag. 

 
So after passing Heathrow airport control and waiting for 2 hours, we finally took 
off for the flight back home.  During the time on the plane I had the best behaved 

puppy in the whole world with me and was very glad for that. (to be honest I did 
have several nightmares before the trip about the puppy howling all the time and 

therefore being a pain in the neck for the other passengers).  But everything went 
just fine and the German Customs as the Airport in Hamburg didn’t even take a 
closer look at the dog.  (The small possibility of problems with the Customs Author-

ity was another of my nightmares).  One hour later we arrived safely at Murphy’s 
new home in North-Germany. 
 

Murphy is about a year and a half now and I have never regretted buying a Beardie 
from a Working Line. 
 

Haldis Hakelberg 

HALDIS AND MURPHY’S STORY 
(SO FAR ...!) 


