
Ronnie Morland 
a tribute by  

Peter G Wood 
Ronnie was born in 1928 and had had an interest in Beardies from an early age.  
 
He had his first one when he was 25 years old.  It was a red bitch and came from Stirling.  Ronnie 
had her for 12 years. 
 
At some point Ronnie’s wife Kathy wanted a beardie pup, 
so Ronnie had a pup from TAMMY DEAN of Burnsgill 
Muirkirk. 
 
This turned out to e Nan, and it was soon evident Nan 
wanted to work, so when a neighbour said he was short of 
a dog, Ronny loaned him Nan. 
 
She started working by bringing in the cows regularly, and 
when she returned to Ronnie, she very quickly started 
working sheep also. 
 
Now an interesting point Ronny has mentioned was the fact 
that TAMMY DEANS dogs were Border Collies, but bred to 
Beardies produced Beardie pups. 
 
Until he retired, Ronnie used to shepherd 860 ewes on the 
open fell, or hill tops as some people would call it, and the 
lambs would be grazed after weaning on turnips, to fatten 
for slaughter. 
 
This work with sheep was all done with Beardies.  The last one Ronnie worked was a bitch called 
STUMPY, because of her short tail, a characteristic which turns up in the breed from time to time. 
 
She was bred by PAUL TURNBULL, sired by BLUE out of Paul’s bitch PAM and was registered with 
the International Sheepdog Society. 
 
BLUE, of course, is known as Turnbull’s BLUE, and known to just about everybody who knows any-
thing to do with Beardies.  He was registered on Merit with the ISDS after Paul had shown he was 
well worthy of registration. 
 
Blue is also the reason Ronnie’s name will be remembered long after we are gone, because  
Ronnie actually bred BLUE from his NAN and sired by SCOT, a dog belonging to a man he knew. 
 
Ronnie was instantly recognisable the fact that he was a big man, standing 5 feet 11 inches tall and 
weighing around 280 pounds.  He had an immense knowledge of working dogs, and a very critical 
eye, although fair at all times. 
 
It has been one of the pleasures of my life knowing Ronnie and being able to class him as a friend. 


