
 

 

January 8, 2020 Board of Education on Agenda Item 7.05 Shady Side Elementary School - 
Telecommunications Transmission Facility 

Good afternoon, India Ochs, parent of a 4th grader at Hillsmere Elementary, and 
Board of Education candidate.  I feel like I am on repeat, with all the testimony I 
have given over the last three years on the placement of cell towers on school 
property, but I will never stop speaking out when it comes to protecting the health 
and safety of all our students and teachers.  Hopefully you all had a chance to read 
my written comment submitted on Monday, so I just wanted to quickly touch on 
two points.  First,  one item I did not include in my letter pertains to language 
under board regulation FB-RA C(4)(f) which states, absent action by the Board to 
preclude the project from proceeding, the vendor shall then prepare the application 
that meets AACPS requirements and applicable construction codes.  Regardless of 
whatever definition people use for the term “pause” the fact remains that the Board 
took action in December 2018 to preclude the project from proceeding, even if 
temporarily, and there is no public record of the Board stopping that pause, and 
yet, there is evidence of both Milestone, and AACPS staff working together in 
2019 to move forward with the cell tower at Shady Side, thus disregarding the 
Board’s action to preclude the project from proceeding. My second point is about 
the health impact, and that is, study after study continue to show physical and 
mental harm to students and staff.  And it’s not just cancer to be worried about, but 
studies have shown higher risk of things like miscarriages, asthma, autism, 
memory loss, and lack of sleep.  If the International Association of Fire Fighters 
voted 13 years ago against having cell towers near fire stations in order to protect 
our first responders, before the full impact of such placement can be understood,  
why are we risking our most vulnerable populations of children and staff, just for a 
mere fraction of revenue.  As a reminder,  seeking approval from the Board for 
each placement means the Board has the right to say yes or no on any requested 
location, and so please continue to pause the project at Shady Side Elementary and 
thank you for advising the county to work with Milestone on alternate sites, and 
finally please hold your staff accountable for disregarding a directive from the 
Board. Thank you. 

 


