
darker, as you said, almost black; some get golden brown and 

others get hints of purple in the needles.

The boxwood is a good evergreen choice, with several 

varieties that stay green. ‘Green Mountain’, ‘Green Mound’, 

‘Glencoe’ and ‘Green Gem’ retain their color well. ‘Winter 

Zannah Crowe, horticulturist, 
Monches Farm, Colgate, Wisc.

Our favorite addi-

tion to autumn con-

tainers – hands down 

– is ornamental kale. As 

the temperatures drop, 

the leaf color intensifies and the plant 

actually becomes more attractive. We 

frequently pair ornamental kale with late 

season grasses as well as decorative gourds 

and squash tucked amongst the foliage to 

celebrate the abundance of the harvest 

season. Your visitors may still be enjoying 

your kale peeking through the early snow 

on Thanksgiving Day!

Tracy Bordis, product line  
specialist, Lurvey Garden 
Center, Des Plaines, Ill. 

The rudbeckias 

‘Indian Summer’, 

‘Prairie Sun’ and ‘Becky 

Cinnamon Bicolor’ all 

have beautiful large flowers. Herbs and 

leafy vegetables like Swiss chard ‘Bright 

Lights’, mustard ‘Red Giant’, bronze-

leaved fennel and variegated sage all add 

fun textures. Plectranthus ‘Mona Lavender’ 

combines nicely with ornamental kale 

and cabbage. Also plant trailing pansies 

like those in the ‘Cool Wave’ series at 

the edge of planters and hanging baskets. 

Another creative way to add interest to 

fall planters is with preserved and dried 

botanicals, sticks or accents.  

Ask the Garden Pros
Besides mums, what are a few other plants you would  

recommend for containers for fall color?

Jackie Weiss, garden center 
manager, Linton’s Enchanted 
Gardens, Elkhart, Ind.

Dwarf or miniature 

sunflowers add a bright, 

sunny pop of color to 

any container. Mix them 

with pink celosia, ornamental kale, dwarf 

ornamental grass and ornamental pep-

pers for a special autumn arrangement. 

The kale is a great addition as the colors 

get brighter with colder temperatures. 

Ornamental pepper can also be taken 

in and kept as a houseplant through the 

winter months. Or use aster through 

October and plant in the garden before 

the soil freezes. Comes in many colors. 

Green’ keeps its color, but its leaves have a slightly grayer 

tint all year.

Arborvitae is a mixed bag. Some, like ‘Green Giant’, get 

dark green, almost black; ‘Rheingold’ and some others may turn 

paper bag brown, but ‘Emerald Green’ and ‘De Groot’s Spire’ 

retain green color in winter. Junipers such as ‘Pencil Point’, 

‘Blue Point’ and ‘Green Ice’ won’t turn dark either.

My bird’s nest spruce (Picea abies ‘Nidiformis’) is always nice 

and green in January, as is my mugo pine. 

SKUNK CABBAGE

Q. We have skunk cabbage in the woods near our home and 

I was thinking of planting it on the edges of our pond. But I 

heard that it is considered an invasive plant now. Is it?  

– Mardene, Skokie

A. No. American, western skunk cabbage (Lysichiton ameri-

canus), or yellow skunk cabbage, is not invasive in the United 

States. It has become invasive in the British Isles, where it was 

imported decades ago. Eradication programs have begun in 

Scotland where it is clogging lochs and burns.

Our skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus), or eastern skunk 

cabbage, is very difficult to transplant and cultivate. I think 

your challenge may be in finding the plant for sale. If the 

wooded property you refer to is private, you may be able to dig 

some, but if it is in a forest preserve, you may not take it. In 

any case, it will very likely be lost in the transplant shock and 

lack of mycorrhizal fungi associations in the new soil. m

A hands-on gardener for 30 years, Deb Terrill has written for a number 
of publications. After formal training in landscape design, she operated 
a landscape and gardening business and later became a syndicated 
columnist. She also monitors moths for The Nature Conservancy.  
dterrill@sbsmags.com.

Bird’s nest spruce
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