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Potted bulbs
Q. I planted tulips and daffodils in pots and wa-
tered them in. They are in an unheated garage. 
Should I be watering them and will there be a 
problem with light? 
Dorothy D., Columbus 
A. The soil should remain moist through-
out the chilling period. Check the soil 
with your finger as a moisture meter. 
Water thoroughly whenever the soil is 
thawed and dry, but make sure the pot 
does not sit in the excess water that 
may collect under the pot. Elevating the 
containers on pot feet, pebbles, or similar 
material will prevent this and make your 
job easier. Be careful not to overwater 
because that can cause root rot.

Clematis care
Q. I am a little confused! My folks always 
trimmed their clematis back to about 12 inches 
prior to winter and we always had good growth 
in spring. Now I see that it is recommended to 
leave the clematis vines and trim in spring. Do 
you have a recommendation related to the care 
clematis needs to prepare for the next growing 
season? 
Darold C., West Bend
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Zannah Crowe
Monches Farm
Colgate 
Three garden-worthy 
and underutilized North 
American woodland na-
tives are woodland poppy 

(Stylophorum diphyllum), Bowman’s root 
(Porteranthus trifoliata), and fairy candles 
(Actaea racemosa). All are perfectly adapted 
to growing in our Wisconsin soils and cli-
mate, and all offer attractive flowers as well 
as season-long foliage interest. Wood poppy 
has showy bright yellow poppy-like flowers 
in spring, fairy candles has tall (to 8 foot) 
sweetly fragrant wand-like white flowers 
in midsummer and Bowman’s root blooms 
with delicate star-like white flowers atop 
graceful slender stems and elegant foliage.

Cathy Seitz
Breezy Hill Nursery Inc. 
Salem
All but forgotten peren-
nials: ‘Hot Lips’ turtle-
head (Chelone lyonii ‘Hot 
Lips’) has bright pink 

flowers in late summer. ‘Lemon Drop’ 
amsonia (A. hubrichtii  ‘Lemon Drop’) 
has fine, soft, threadlike, green foliage 
and blue star-like flowers in early sum-
mer. Foliage turns bright gold in fall. 
‘Citronelle’ coral bell (Heuchera ‘Citro-
nelle’) has bright, lime-green foliage that 
brightens a partly shady area. In sum-
mer, creamy white, delicate flowers. All 
three plants are deer tolerant and attract 
hummingbirds or butterflies.

Mark May
May Garden Center, Inc.
Oconomowoc
My three favorite “all 
but forgotten” peren-
nials are: Persicaria 
polymorpha, a big plant 

that has creamy white flowers July to 
September. It is a low maintenance, 
clump-forming, full sun or part shade 
perennial with cream-white flow-
ers. ‘Sentimental Blue’ balloon flower 
(Platycodon grandiflora ‘Sentimental 
Blue’) blooms July thru August. If 
deadheaded, it re-blooms into Septem-
ber. Christmas rose (Helleborus niger) 
likes dry shade. It is deer resistant and 
has no bug or disease problems.

What are your three favorite “all-but-forgotten” perennials that every garden should include? 

A. Many say gardening is part art and 
part science. I also think it is partially 
opinion and lots of experience. As you 
know, fall pruning of Clematis worked 
well for your family and many garden-
ers still prune in fall. I prefer late winter. 
Allowing the plant to stand for winter 
increases hardiness, adds winter inter-
est and provides shelter for birds. So, if 
my clematis needs pruning, I cut it back 
once the worst of winter weather has 
passed, but before growth begins. That 
is also a wonderful time to be in the gar-
den. The long winter has us longing for 
a bit of gardening and the early season 
has minimal chores, so it is a great time 
to get out and prune. Bottom line, you 
can prune your clematis when it fits your 
schedule and gardening goals. 

Taking cuttings
Q.I want to take cuttings from a coleus that 
has been in the family for decades. Do I need 
rooting hormone? Should I root them in water 
or potting mix? This is my first attempt at 
starting new plants from cuttings.
Caroline M., Saukville
A. Use a pruner, knife or sharp scissors to 
make several 3 to 4 inch cuttings. Short-
er cuttings have fewer leaves so will lose 
less moisture increasing your rooting 
success. Coleus (Plectranthus scutellari-
oides) is fairly easy to root, so you may 

want to pass on the rooting hormone. 
These products usually contain fungi-
cides to help prevent rot and hormones 
to encourage rooting. They are helpful 
on difficult to root plants and may be a 
bit of insurance for new gardeners. 

Remove the lowest leaves and stick 
the cutting in moist vermiculite or a 
well-drained potting mix. Loosely cover 
the potted cutting with a plastic bag to 
help increase humidity around the plant. 
Place in a bright location out of direct 
sunlight and keep soil moist until roots 
develop. Give it a gentle tug in several 
weeks to see if roots have developed. If 
it resists, you can remove the plastic, pot 
up cuttings rooted in vermiculite and 
move the plant to a sunnier location.

Gardenia challenge
Q. I own a gardenia. I have killed 12 others and 
the leaves on this one are starting to fall. Please 
help. 
Frank S., Cleveland
A. You are not alone in your struggles 
to grow these beautiful fragrant plants. 
Gardenia (G. jasminoides) requires bright 
light, high humidity, evenly moist soil, 
and regular fertilization. Most Wisconsin 
homes lack the high humidity and pos-
sibly bright light, especially in the winter. 
Place your plant near a south-facing 
window for maximum light exposure. 
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