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2015 Perennial Plant Of The Year: Geranium ‘Biokova’
By Zannah Crowe, 
Horticulturist
Monches Farm, LLC

Each year the Perennial Plant
Association, a national organization
of professional horticulturists, selects
a perennial plant to be honored with
the title of “Perennial Plant of the
Year.” The qualifications include:

•Multiple seasons of interest

•Low maintenance 

•Reliable garden performance over
a wide geographic area

•Underutilized in American gar-
dens

The plant selected to carry the title
for 2015 is Geranum x cantabrigiense
‘Biokova.’ We at Monches Farm
heartily agree with the selection of
this plant as in our opinion it fits the
qualifications perfectly. 

Geranium x cantabrigiense
‘Biokovo’ is a hybrid resulting from a
cross between a dainty and petite
mother (Geranium dalmaticum, an
alpine meadow native) and a robust
and vigorous father (Geranium macr-
orrhizum, the Bigroot Geranium).
Each parent is a fine garden plant and
their offspring is the best of both
worlds. Geranium ‘Biokova’ offers a
low growing habit, attractive foliage
and lovely flowers along with a hardy
disposition (USDA zone 4). Its slight-
ly glossy round lobed green leaves

take on hues of brilliant red when
touched by frost in the autumn.  The
leaves are highly aromatic and, as
such, are unattractive to rabbits and
deer.

Geranium ‘Biokova’ grows in a
tidy 6”-10” mound that increases

steadily to act as an appealing
groundcover or edging plant. While
tolerant of a wide range of light con-
ditions its preference is for partial
shade.

The blossoms of ‘Biokova’ are
borne in late spring/early summer and
are small 5-petaled near white flowers
with pink stamens that give the over-
all effect of being pale pink. There
are other color forms of Geranium x
cantabrigiense available also, includ-
ing ‘Karmina’ (rose pink) and
‘Crystal Rose’ (vibrant bright pink).

In conclusion, Geranium ‘Biokova’
is a versatile, hardy, attractive garden
plant that is well deserving of the title
of Perennial-Plant-of-the-Year as well
as a place in your garden.  


