
I was at Monches Farm on 
Thanksgiving weekend last 
year, but it seemed like a 

much longer time as I drove 
down this past week. Maybe it 
was the weather, or the drive 
on tree-covered Monches 
Road, but I suddenly realized I 
was actually relaxed. The pur-
pose of my visit was to catch 
up with horticulturist Zannah 
Crowe about Monches' upcom-
ing Autumn Open House. The 
open house is October 1st and 
2nd from 9am-5pm both days. 
More on that later. I wanted to 
recap the history of this unique 
garden center first.

The business was founded in 
1980 by Scott Sieckman and 
his parents. The original venue 
was a few miles down the road 
from Monches' current loca-
tion. They sold cut and dried 

flowers, originally at farmers' 
markets. Within two years, 
they had moved and were sell-
ing flowers at the new site. 
That, according to the best of 
Scott's memory, was their pri-
mary focus for about ten years. 
"Scott was still in college when 
the business opened," said 
Zannah. "His parents were just 
wonderful people. His Dad 
made all the signs and his 
mother did the books until 
two years ago." Over time, 
Monches Farm has become 
one of the premier perennial 
and seasonal gift destinations 
in the area. "I've been here for 
20 years now," said Zannah. 
"There was a small gift store 
here, but nothing like what it 
is today. And there is no other 
place quite like this." 

Zannah refers to the extraordi-
nary feedback the nursery gets 
on their hardy perennials, for 
one thing. Plants are potted 
and sunk into the ground. 
Basically, they thrive. "In the 
spring," she added, "we also 
make it a point to find unusual 
annuals. Things people won't 
see at other places. Also, at 
that time, we'll carry a lot of 
big foliage annuals. People can 
make wonderful potted combi-
nations with just a few plants."  
The two-story gift shop is a 
new joy to explore on every 
visit, filled with seasonal 
items, dried flowers, antiques, 
pottery and unusual home 
decor, to name just some of 
the inventory. The grounds are 
filled with great displays of 
plants, yard art and statuary. 
The home on the grounds is 

half original farmstead and 
half relocated upper peninsula 
log cabin. Since the house is 
now rented out, the number of 
resident critters at Monches 
has  been downsized, but you 
can still find a flock of heritage 
and rare breed chickens 
(sometimes one can find eggs 
for sale at the Farm), three 
sheep and doves. 

Monches Farm is open 
through December, and a few 
days into January. Perennial 
sales continue to be strong in 
September, and Zannah says 
they, and some of their cus-
tomers, continue to plant later 
than that, although more care 
must be taken with later plant-
ings.  Monches has three main 
seasons; spring/summer, fall 
and winter holidays. They have 
special events each quarter to 
feature the plants and gifts of 
each season.  Gearing up for 
the Autumn Open House had 
everyone in good spirits when 
I stopped in. At this time, 
Halloween is featured in the 
shop and it's such fun. Out of 
doors, the big plant news is 
mums and kale. "Kale is just 
great in fall containers," said 
Zannah. "It will last longer 
than mums, and is actually 
enhanced after it frosts. It can 
look wonderful until 
Thanksgiving. For displays 
here, we'll combine some lon-
ger lasting perennials, orna-
mental grasses, gourds and 
squash into pots. Those we 
will have to cover when we 
have frost warnings." 

And what a large deal pump-
kins, squash and gourds are. I 

arrived on truck unloading day 
and watched the bucket (and 
wheelbarrow) brigade for a bit. 
The complete list of varieties 
and uses for these will be avail-
able shortly on www.monches-
farm.com. (Look under Our 
Plants.) At this writing, I 
checked out 2015's list and it 
will be pretty much the same. 
There were 34 listings. Edibles 
include Zannah's favorite, car-
nival, cotton candy and kamo 
kamo, a rare, heirloom squash 
which is a traditional food of 
the Maori. Decoratives (and 
many are both) include knuck-
lehead, speckled hound and 
Turk's turban. All are locally 
grown. 

Special events at the Autumn 
Open House include many vis-
iting artists and their creations 
(great holiday gifts), live music 
and a farm market offering 
everything from chili to fresh 

baked goods, a local orchard's 
wares and raw honey. 

Next up, the 33rd annual 
Monches area Christmas 
event, where a number of busi-
nesses will host open houses 
and various special events. 
This year it has grown to three 
days, taking place the first 

weekend of December. Go to
the above website to learn 
details about that event and 
much more about the Farm.  
Monches Farm is located at
5890 Monches Rd. in Colgate
and the phone number is 262-
966-2787.

with Sheryl Popp

Monches Farm welcomes Fall

Pumpkins, squash and kale just set out for purchase.

Monches worker bees on pumpkin unloading day include Matt and Zannah
in the truck, and Scott, Allison, Chris and Linda in front.

Halloween displays in the 
shop feature great displays 

and fun decorations.


