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mMany of us admire the early season 
color and interest provided by spring bulbs 
in the landscape. These plants are hardy, 
long-lived and many of them naturalize  
to create drifts of seasonal color. The down 
side? They are best planted in the fall, 
when our enthusiasm for gardening is 
often on the wane. So, rally yourself this 
season—a small commitment of time and 
effort this fall will be greatly rewarded for 
years to come by these low maintenance  
garden beauties! 

Most of us are familiar with the 
standards of the bulb world; Tulips, 
Daffodils and Crocus. What many people 
don’t realize is that there are many other 
hardy garden bulbs available to the home 
gardener that can provide bloom from 
earliest spring through autumn. 

The earliest of the spring bulbs make 
their appearance in March and April, 

when n orthern gardeners are most 
anxious for color after a long winter. The 
bulbs in this group are diminutive but 
easily earn their keep by being the very 
first flowers to welcome the season. 
These super-early bulbs bring much 
anticipated color to the garden and then 
almost instantly disappear into dormancy, 
leaving the stage open for the perennials 
that will follow, with a minimum of 
unsightly aging foliage. They utilize the 
early season spring sun so can be planted 
in areas that may be full shade later in 
the season after the trees leaf out. These 
bulbs include: Siberian Squill (Scilla), 
Glory-of-the-Snow (Chionodoxa), Striped 
Squill (Pushkinia), Snowdrops 
(Galanthus), Winter Aconite (Eranthus)  
and, of course, Crocus.

Summer blooming bulbs also can be 
used in shaded beds as well as sunny 

and are best interplanted with perennials 
with bold foliage that will cover up the 
fading  bulb foliage as it ages into 
dormancy by mid summer. Bulbs in  
this group include a tremendous selection 
of globe flowering Alliums as well as 
Summer Snowflake (Leucojum) and  
the striking vertical flowering  
Squamash (Camassia).

Finally, there are bulbs which bloom 
in the fall and this group, unlike the rest, 
should be planted in late summer or 
earliest autumn. These include the 
Amaryllis-like Lycoris, which goes by a 
host of entertaining common names 
including Naked Ladies, Magic Lily, 
Surprise Lily and Resurrection Lily. 
There are also a number of crocus 
flowering bulbs (some true crocus  
and other crocus look-a-likes) that  
bring the bulb season full circle.

Think Spring

It’s Bulb Season


