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         January 29, 2021 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, 
Prime Minister of Canada, 
80 Wellington Street, Ottawa. K1A 0A2 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
I am writing to you directly concerning the need to build both short and long term vaccine capacity within Canada.  
 
Allow me to first express appreciation for the support from Canadian agencies for Providence and our allied teams. 
It has been an essential element of our success to date.  
 
Aggressively securing vaccinations from foreign suppliers for Canada is laudable and is an excellent first step. I 
commend you for that strategy. However, we all now know more than we did when your government established 
your initial strategy last summer, and hence my proposal below.  
 
I also agree with your decision to cast a wide net last summer. Pursuing deals with multiple suppliers has 
undoubtedly allowed the Government of Canada access to clinical and manufacturing data that informs you on 
which vaccines are performing better and are faster to respond to the changing nature of the COVID-19 virus.  
 
To illustrate this point, I would like to summarize the global vaccine efficacy landscape: 
 

 BioNTech – mRNA – two shots – 95% effective 
 Moderna – mRNA – two shots – 95% effective  
 Novavax – recombinant protein – two shots – 89% effective 
 J&J - adenovirus – single shot – 57-72% effective 
 AstraZeneca – adenovirus – two shots – 62% effective 

 
Besides being the most effective, both mRNA vaccines were designed and manufactured faster than the others. 
This is particularly relevant as new variants of COVID-19 threaten to extend the pandemic for years to come. 
Providence Therapeutics manufacturers a mRNA vaccine that is fully Canadian sourced. We designed our vaccine 
as quickly as Moderna and BioNTech with equivalent results preclinically. We can scale up manufacturing in 
Canada and can respond to Canada’s need for vaccine coverage for variants as fast as Moderna or BioNTech. 
 
To that point, Providence has already made a vaccine for the South African variant; it was designed within weeks 
of the variant sequencing being published. 
 
As you know Providence has started clinical trials. With appropriate incremental levels of support, we can 
accelerate trials, and within the context of appropriate Health Canada approvals, begin large scale production of 
vaccines here in Canada.  
 
Ten of the larger Canadian companies and entities contributing to this mission are: 
 

 Genevant – Lipid IP & supply – British Columbia  
 Northern RNA Inc. – Raw materials & finished mRNA drug substance – Alberta 
 Emergent BioSolutions Canada Inc. – Formulation & fill finish – Manitoba 
 University of Toronto – Preclinical testing of vaccine & future variants – Ontario 
 Ontario Institute of Cancer Research – Sequencing of vaccine product – Ontario 
 Sunnybrook Research Institute – Laboratory for process development and scale up – Ontario 
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 LMC Manna Research – Clinical trial sites – Multiple Provinces 
 Charles River Laboratories – Preclinical testing of vaccine & future variants – Quebec 
 Intrinsik Corporation – Regulatory consulting – Ontario 
 Cirion BioPharma Recherche – Clinical laboratory testing – Quebec 

 
 
Across these exceptional companies it is anticipated that hundreds of highly skilled Canadians will be securing a 
solution to help restore safety and economic stability to the lives of their Canadian friends and neighbours. We can 
do this in Canada. 
 
Providence Therapeutics is prepared to accelerate production of 50 million doses of its mRNA vaccine to be 
available for delivery within this year, 2021. We respectfully request that the Government of Canada commit $150 
million upfront to be used to pay for clinical trial and material costs.  
 
The government will have the option to buy these vaccines at a 30% discount to the market prices of the global 
providers. Beyond 2021, Providence Therapeutics commits to prioritizing Canada’s needs for vaccines arising from 
new variants, or booster shots that may be needed. 
 
I look forward to working together with the exceptional teams listed above, and the Government of Canada, to 
serve the health needs of Canadians and citizens of other countries, working together to serve the public interest. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Brad Sorenson, 
CEO, 
Providence Therapeutics 
 
Copy:  
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
The Honourable Francois-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry 
The Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health 
The Honourable Jim Carr, Special Representative for the Prairies 
The Honourable Anita Anand, Minister of Public Services and Procurement 


