
www.proyectotiti.com

Our primary goal is to teach local 
communities about the importance of 
conserving cotton-top tamarins  and 

engaging them in meaningful 
conservation actions to protect the 

tropical forests of Colombia. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Proyecto Titi’s environmental education programs 
focus on increasing knowledge, changing attitudes 
and in�uencing the behavior of the local communi-
ties so that they too will become advocates for the 
conservation of the cotton-top tamarin and the 
tropical forests of Colombia.
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ABOUT PROYECTO TITÍ

Proyecto Tití is committed to the conservation 
of the cotton-top tamarin in Colombia through 
a variety of programs that increase public 
awareness to the plight of this endangered 
species. Our multi-disciplinary conservation 
program combines �eld research, community 
education programs and economic alternatives 
to assist in the long-term protection of habitat 
in Colombia. Our goal is to ensure the survival of 
the cotton-top tamarin by creating local, national 
and international advocates who will protect the 
tropical forests in Colombia.
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COTTON-TOP TAMARIN FACTS

FIELD RESEARCH 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Cotton-top tamarins live in social groups 
of 2-10 animals.  Each group contains one 
breeding pair and their o�spring. They spend 
their day foraging for fruits and insects and 
defending their territories from neighboring 
cotton-top tamarin groups. 
Cotton-tops tamarins give birth to twins once 
a year. Everyone in the group helps to care for the 
infants, carrying them on their backs and teaching 
them everything they need to survive.

Cotton-top tamarins are about the size of a squirrel 
and they live about 20-50 feet o� the forest �oor. In 
order to locate these one-pound monkeys, our 
research team has developed a backpack-style 
harness with a VHF radio transmitter that can be 
attached to the adult male in the group.  To tell 
individual cotton-top tamarins apart, we dye their 
hair!  That way our �eld team can make detailed 
behavioral observations on each animal in the group.  
This has allowed us to make some very exciting 
discoveries of what cotton-top tamarins need to 
survive in their tropical forest home. 

Finding a plush cotton-top tamarin 
toy in Colombia was virtually non-
existent until Proyecto Titi trained a 
group of artisans to make them.  Now 
a community of women carefully 
create these lovely toys. It has been 
not only a source of income for these 
artisans, but it has allowed us to use 
these toys to create a greater aware-
ness of cotton-tops in Colombia.

Cotton-top tamarins are threatened by the 
illegal pet trade in Colombia and 

worldwide.

Cotton-top tamarins are found only in the tropical forests of 
Colombia and are currently listed as “Critically Endangered” 
with fewer than 8,000 animals remaining in the wild.
The greatest threat to the survival of cotton-top tamarins is 
deforestation for agricultural use or over- harvesting of forest 
products.  Local communities are dependent upon timber 
for local construction of housing and fences and �rewood 
for cooking.  

Cotton-top tamarins are also common in the illegal pet 
trade worldwide.

THREATS TO THE COTTON-TOP TAMARIN

ECO-MOCHILAS

PLUSH COTTON-TOP TAMARIN TOYS

Proyecto Titi develops programs 
to engage communities in sus-
tainable economic alternatives 
that provide them with a stable 
source of income.  We have trained 
women to make eco-mochilas, tote 
bags crocheted from recycled plastic bags.  Now these 
women have made a signi�cant contribution to conser-
vation by ridding their communities of disposable 
plastic bags and signi�cantly decreasing their extraction 
of forest products. 

Most rural communities in Colom-
bia cook food over an open �re 
using approximately 15 logs of 

�rewood a day. To decrease the 
number of trees that are harvested 

for �rewood, Proyecto Tití has devel-
oped bindes, small cook-stoves made from clay.  Cook-
ing food in bindes reduces the amount of �rewood 
needed to only 5 logs per day and they produce less 
smoke, therefore less eye and lung irritations. 

BINDES

PHOTO: LISA HOFFNER
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