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The meeting began with Evening Prayer. 
 
Apologies 
Margaret Appleton, Rev Dr Sam Cappleman, Mike Cooper, John Day, Wendy Rider, Marion Prior, Lynne 
Seymour 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting  Minutes of 20 February 2017 were agreed.  
 
Church Leadership Team Report 
Wendy gave details of the 10 May Leadership Team Meeting, Liz Jackson and Laura Farthing had been 
welcomed as new members of the team. Members will attend a swearing in service on 31 May. 
Repairs to the roof areas had been completed and work was about to start on painting the outside timber 
facias. New noticeboards with the new logo were installed and blown windows would be replaced shortly.  
This work had all been highlighted as part of the Quinquennial Inspection. 
The Safeguarding training, held at St Mark’s, had been well attended. On line training has now been 
added as a requirement, and there will be a further training session for everyone who could not attend 
later in the year. 
St Peter’s, Elstow and Kempston had new clergy. Transfiguration and Goldington were soon to be in 
vacancy. 
Very positive comments had been received regarding the new orders of service. New church signs are 
being installed and a new flag and flagpole are on order. 
Wendy is to look at resources bags for children at family services, similar in style to those used at St 
Albans Abbey. Children reading the lessons had been very well received. 
Sam will look at proposals for the Autumn Mission Project. 
Harvest Festival will be held on 1 October, food to be sent to Prebend Street or Food Bank. This year’s 
Commemoration Service will be held on Sunday 5 November, and the speaker will be Rev Jennie 
Cappleman. 
Very good comments had been received regarding the daily prayer and the Lent Courses, and this would 
be repeated in 2018. 
A Country and Western social evening with live band will be held on 2 September.  
 
Centre Management 
Wendy submitted a written report as follows  
 
 Repairs and decoration The Church Centre  has received a real improvement since our last 

meeting with the roof repairs carried out to a high standard across the entire building. My thanks to 
Mick Ovenden who supervised all of the works and made sure that the centre was open throughout 
and there were no safety issues. We can now make good any areas where there has been spoilage 
caused to decoration as a result of water damage. There will be additional work over the coming 
weeks by Dave Hobbs who will repaint all of the black boarding around the premises. In due course 
we look forward to redecoration of the Wren Room and other areas of heavy traffic. We are also 
seeking to replace some of the windows which have blown and not have interior condensation 
issues. This looks unsightly and also means that there is no insulation. The new noticeboards are 
now looking good and a new flag pole will be installed shortly with a new flag with the St Mark’s logo. 
Some new panels have been ordered with ‘Welcome’ to match the new more modern font.  

 Clothes Bank It is worth mentioning the clothes bank which continues to be emptied on a 
regular basis. This fills quiet quickly and we receive a good income, thousands of pounds for church 
funds !  

 New Bookings I am delighted that St Mark ’s is able to welcome a black church on Sundays after 
our main service. This was something which took place whilst I was centre manager at Putnoe 
Heights Church and it worked well. The new black Christian church offers a different style of worship 
to St Mark’s and meets a need whilst enabling us to support another Christians community. The first 
meeting took place this week and it went very well. The added bonus is that they clear away the 
chairs ! Two other new bookings have taken place recently, a self defence class on Friday night and 



another U3A booking. These are an important part of our community outreach, which is fundamental 
in attracting financial support from grant making bodies. These bookings also ensure an important 
income to the church centre.  

 Expression of Thanks  As always I am indebted to a committed and supportive group of 
volunteers who ensure the centre is always open and welcoming - thank you all for your support. 

 
 
Finance Report and Gift Aid 
Ian presented the year to date income and expenditure results for each of the three Church accounts 
using the new accounting format. A temporary deficit on the main account was covered by payments 
awaited from outside sources. Also, St Mark’s had paid 50% of the Parish Share for 2017.  
There were no concerns with the Churchyards Account. 
The Preschool Account was causing concern due to lower numbers of children attending.  Competition 
from local schools has created a fall numbers, but the introduction of extended hours and the number of 
weeks which care provision is available, do mean that St Mark’s offers a very competitive package to 
parents and carers. Results will be kept under close review over the coming months. 
The first 6 months Gift Aid claim had been submitted (claim value £3700). 
PCC members recorded their thanks to Ian and Jim for the continued hard work and time spent in 
ensuring that the Church finances were managed correctly.  
 
Pre-School 
All was running well but, as highlighted above, currently numbers have fallen.  A member of staff will be 
leaving in the summer, moving from the area. Staff levels and ratios will be kept under review along with 
the effects of the 30 hours child care funding provision, to be introduced in September.   
 
Open House 
All running well and numbers continue to grow. Further work to be carried out on the possibilities of 
establishing Open House as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).   
 
Story Box 
All continues to run well.  Three more helpers have volunteered.  
 
Chat and Play 
Also running very well. Up to 50 plus children are now coming along.  
 
Junior Church 
The children continue to really enjoy their activities. 17 children have attended. Linda Turner continues to 
organise the group so well, and is often helped by the older children like Aleta. 
 
Messy Church 
All continues to go very well - more volunteers are welcome. A picnic is being arranged for June’s messy 
Church.  Very best wishes sent to Gill Williams from everyone. 
 
Pastoral Support 
The valuable work of the group continues and is greatly appreciated by PCC members. Support through 
Telecare is also greatly valued be those being contacted. 
 
Garden of Remembrance 
There have now been 600 interments since the Garden opened in 1991.  All is going well.  Thanks were 
recorded to Jean and Malcolm for their ongoing work in maintaining the garden and a thank you letter will 
be sent from the PCC. ACTION WW 
 
Woodland Linda reported that we now have a total of 384 burials/interment of ashes documented in the 
burial register. In the next week we have 1 more burial, 3 more pending. 
We have approximately 120 burial plots available. 
There had been considerable tree maintenance over the winter and the undergrowth has been cleared. 
The Orchids have returned and 7 new glades have been seeded.  
We are the runner up in the National Death Centre’s people’s award for the south east of England. 
Deerton Natural Burial Ground is the winner Sittingbourne Kent. 
The new website was now up and running and was receiving positive comments. 
We continue to be very busy Olney closure has seen an impact on business. 
The Woodland Open day will be held on 9 September. 

http://www.naturaldeath.org.uk/index.php?mact=Products,cntnt01,details,0&cntnt01category=ANBG-members&cntnt01hierarchy=South%20East&cntnt01productid=87&cntnt01returnid=95


Linda, Janet and Edward were thanked for all the work they do on behalf of The Woodland Trust. 
 
Mission  This year’s autumn project is planned to be overseas.  Sam will investigate the possibilities over 
the coming weeks. 
 
Deanery Synod Responses submitted as part of the process for the Deanery Plan had been encouraging.  
The next meeting will be held on 8 June. 
 
Data Protection from LeadershipTeam 
Detailed discussion followed on the importance of having comprehensive Data Protection procedures in 
place. There was concern to ensure that data held was securely, especially emails and phone numbers 
which some members had requested should not be in the public domain. A St Mark’s draft policy 
document was circulated to council members (latest copy attached). The PCC was registered under the 
Data Protection Act  and work was ongoing to ensure that all areas of our record keeping conforms to the 
legislation. The discussion which took place raised more concerns about the number of lists which were 
kept and the importance of security across all areas of the church life. It was agreed to adopt the current 
policy and instruct the Leadership Team to work to further develop the policy, compile an inventory of lists 
and institute protocols for all persons dealing with data.     
 
Dates of next meetings 
Parochial Church Council     26 September, 22 November and 21 February 2018.   
Annual Parochial Congregational Meeting  15 April 2018 after the 9.30am service.      
 
The meeting closed with The Grace  


